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eEOBGIANA. LUCHESS OF BEDFORD. 


I. 

Ye ABB hare flown o*er Binceflrst mj loifl aapired 
In song the sacred Missal to repeat, 

Wl\inh sainted Tasso writ with pen inspired,— 

* Told IS my rosary, and the task complete : 

And now, ’twixt hope and fear, with toil nntired, 

I cast the* ambrosial relique at thy feet ; 

Kot without faith that in thy goodness thou 
Wilt deign one smile to my accomplished 

• II. 

Not in dim dungeons to the clank of chains, *0 
*‘’*Like sad Torquato^, have the hours been>spont 
GivOn to the song, but^i bright halls where reigns 
Uncuinbered Fr^o^^m^—with a mind unbent 

woods, green dells, and pastoral plains. 

To sounds of village merriment; 

Albeit, perchaj^e, some springy whence Tasso drew 
His sweetest tones, have touched my spirit too. 

111 . 

Oh that, as happier consteUations bless 
My studious life, my verses too could boast 
Some happier graces (should I wish for less!) 

To* atone fox' idiarms unseized and splendours loatW 
No! the rich rainbow mocks ihe child’s caress. 

Who can but sorrow, as his fancy *s crossed, 

Thar e’er^so beauliftif a thing should ris^ 

To* elude* his grasp, *yet so enchant bis eyes. 
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IT. 

On the majestic Sorrentine I gazed 

With a familiar joy — methcmght he smil^j ^ 

But now the vigiV-’s past,'^stand amazed • * 

At the conceit^ and sorrow 1|ke the child: 

What second band eqtn paint the scones that blazed 
In Tasso’s brain j with tints as«swee€ and wild? 
As much the shapes that on his capvass glow. 

Their birtlf'j[.p Frenzy as to Qonius owe. - 

T. 

Yet^may 1 hop<^*er genei-oua minds to cast 
A faint reHe^on of his matchless skill. 

For here his own Sophronia, unaghast. 

Flings firm defiance to her tyrant still: — 
dorinda bleeds; lovelorn Frminla fast • . 

Hies through the forest at her steed’s wild vrlUf ^ 
And in these pages still Armida's charms 
Strike the rapt heart, and wake a world to arms. 

VI. 

Thus thei^O Lady, with thy name I grace 
The gle-ious fable; fitly, since to thee 
An^ thine the tluCnks^e due, that in the fae«y ^ 
Of^time and toil, the Poet’s devotee 
Has raised the* encliaig^ structure on its'base. 
And to thy hand now yields unclosfiig k^' 
Bleat, if in one bright intellect nk^thine. 

He wins regard, and builds himsels 


PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITIOH. 

b at length presentiiig to the Public a complete TransLition of the 
Geruealemme Liberata/* I have the eatkraotion of expressing my 
gratitude both for the flattening maimer in which my published 
Specimen^ was receired, and for the encouraging requests which 
reached me, from various quarters, ior a continuance of tne veision. 
i needed, perhaps, no otl^b^ inducement to proceed than the pleasure 
atterdaiit cn the pursuit; Ihit wouid be foUyito deny that tliete 
colicitatioiis, coming as they did from writers of estabiibhed ropu- 
tatibn, g «tly contributed to cherish my an^bitioii, and to endue me 
witn”thp p^rsevcratiCQ uecessary to accomj^sh a taskHsoufts^edly 
both difhi tih and daring. ^ 

^ct It is with nothing like presumption on the public favour that 
i no^ submit nu labours to the public eye. Some iiidult*em*e 1 might 
consider %s .ny due, from the arduous nature of the attempt, and the 
dosiro vvhicK it implus} to add to others' gi atihcation ; but as it is no 
uncommon thing to liiid such consideiatious lost sight of, and such 
( Uiiiis di'liicHl, 1 abandon them i^ithouf plea to the mercy of tho world. 
The severest cntic will probably not be able to point out, or e\on 
discover m the pciforiiiance so many defects and inequalities as i 
myself am sensible of ; for what author or artist e\ er succceilod iii 
executing to the life the idetd beauty of the imago hi bis mindf yet 
do 1 not so far disci edit that secri t instinot of iiatire ahich first led 
mo «o Tasso’s pages, as to imagine that 1 shall i^yer have cause to 
1 egret haVmg engaged in tho uudertakijg. Those who »in/ personally 
acquainted w ith me, know how wholly I have given ra^aolf to the 
task : 1 • 1 i,ve studied the obi masters of English poetry, tbei 
phiaseology and flow of verse; 1 ha^fe endeavoured to follow the 
•naxinf ot^ «scominon, **to write with lirvour aud correct with 
pldeguL — of tho earlier C'anfos, no less iliait two*thirds have bi^en 
•nliroWKxWiittcn; — and wuether 1 succeed or fail in aitaiiuug iluit 
ud of which Miltou once ventured to whisper i.i 

oar of Oiodati, 1 hav^* at least the satisfaction of knowing that I 
' in all points Ubourc d to deuerre it 

ido not deem necessary here to discuss the merits or denrMits 
ifner tianslatois. To iho idolaters of Faiitav alone I would 
I u that the beauties- scattered over his spirited translation can 
app^ wit list anding his frequent absurdities, ci^aso to find an* echo 
btanrt and adufttratiou of al( who are capable of distinguibhing 
that 1 r what is good aud oxoojient in poetry; but to assert, as 
memotiiKk, that Fairfax never deviates from Tasso but to add 
highly to what is already gracefhl> never interweaves tlxiah 
allusion ' h beauty over the briglhal, never once adapts ins 
fluous to t. f Q seithor but with eonfjkuity aud oJegatice,i 

trhA MS. notoriousl/iucorreot to neudaridwe observiidop^ 
Af mow wak at Mr. ftote has done excwehil tran^aMhn 
Acres; as the original, I migbt hare foilnwd 

with tho most scrupifeloMS enaiwpii aud tarui 
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constructed my verse with infinitely more facility^ but tHe Spenserian 
stnnza presented such superior advantn^es in point of variety, har- 
motf^y, .'*.nd adaptation to the sublime and solemn march, the spirit and 
the p;enius of Tas^o, tliat, as 1 before stated, 1 had np hesitation in 
selecting it as the best possible measure for the*t)ur])ose. . i am happy 
to find that this choice hifs met with gquenil ajiprubation ; and, Indeed, 
the farther I advanced, the jjreater ocu'asion f found to r(*joico in iny 
derision. 1 at first inlrodueed in my Specimen some antique words 
which had been sanctioned by St^enser and the poets of his aji;e, but 
these I have since rejected ; m very few^Aay still p(;rhaps bo, found, 
introiluc(»d where I had need of thrfti, but as tKry aei^iriT with ^'hat 
lieattie calls the Gothic stnicturc of the %tanza, and as siu;h, w;ore 
occasionally, used by him w'ith advanta^^e, 1 not see of^^asioii *jo 
apoloj^ise for the admission. 

^’hc Life profixtid t^he Poem will, i trust, bo found to !?!icU some 
ndilitional li^lits on tno subject of Tasso’s love fur tho J’vince^s 
Leomu'ji. Materials for this meinuir were so abundant, ^hat yir* 
jii’catest ditheulty was to soloet and to compress. Tlio hioj^rnplueal 
work of Mattnu was, it is well kiiou'ii, written soinV* .yt*aa*s after the 
poet’s death; and having knowp Tasso only in tho last wears of his 
life, his accounts of the early and mast interesting portion ()f it are 
often exaggeratecl and without foundation. It seemed preferable, 
therefore, to follow in die main the details of Serassi, whoso volume 


bears throughout marks of the greatest researi;h, and who hid at his 
command a vast ^uinbor of original and unedited docimionts. L>r. 
Hlsu!k, however, iiuhis elegant and elaborate life, whilst deriving from 
t^is .source, tho balk of his materials, has greatly elucidated sbme 
points which were left Obscure bv Serassi, and hi partidulnr, the 
nistory <'f t^at nuilady of mind witn which the poet w'as hfilicted. I 
have acciordingly macu! an equj^t use of«the English as of tbe* Italian 
author, weigiiing well, however, the statements both .on the long 
CJJiitroverted questions of tho poet's l^^ve and miprisomiuhit. ' I had 
soon cause to acknpwledgc, in the cvidqpt disguises which Serassi 
casts over Ta.'sso's attachineut, the justice 

** tliat his eomitry, his profession, his pri^uduiIjIljlllsTearsTaiid peris- • 
his hopes, all took from tlio Abb6 that libort/ of mind, tvithout wli^ 
It impossible to elucidate the truth.” Nothing, in fact, i.s rr/ 
apparent than .that the truth has been concoulcd*by him. Tw 
'avowedly sensible of tl»w» the Doctor’# opinions on the poi/ 
coldureit more deeply than one would expect by the AbbbVf' 
sentations. « 1 was satisfied wtthttiieither but having beey^ 
mended by the Sig. Foscolo to introduce translatHms of *Tf/ 

r ictry, a superior edition of which hu was so ohliging 
found in the poet's verses to Leonora, passages that 
to elucidate the subject, and I^have accordingly draw' 
this interesting source of iriformatior.. Thi^ coney 


poet*« ardent. passioiL With his arguments, 
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Btrengthcnod mv omu, citing, however, in a number of translated 
veraes, proofs which even Giit^en^ seema whoUv to have overlooked. 

The List which 1 have formed of Englisn Crusaders will be 
interesting to'tho antiquary. For a few of‘ Uie . names,* 1 have been 
indebted Ho J.’ C. Snbyd ^nnersley. Esq., St. John^s College, Cam* 
bridge, and for a 'few to his Crace the Duke of ISfewcastle, and othcr*^ 
descendants of crusading families.; but the mass have been gleaned 
from a patient perusal of mpnklsh annals. It is much to be regretted, 
tliat of the thousands who assumed the Crpss in England, so fbw have 
<16011 recorded by our old chroniclers. In consulting, however, the 
MSS. in the iiAhmolean Museum, 1 was so fortunato as to find a list of 
those ^vho accompanied 'King Richard*, which made a considerable 
addition to their number ; others, wliich may have escf^ped my own 
researcl;, will pdTbaps be furnished by those who are more deeply 
read in county histories, in genealogy, and ohe.'aldry, and who may 
, derive gratification from this first attempt to chronicle the names of 
* those, who, crowding from the English shores, participated in thf* 
fame of Uhke Robert or Coeur do Lion; of Prince Edward, or of 
Salisbury.*’ 

It is .with a feeling of regret that I now take my leave of the task 
which has formed for four years the occupation and solace of my life. , 
1 shall be more than satisfied If the hours ihiit have passed so* 
pleasantly away over the performance, be but equalled in gratification 
bv those \hat may be spent in the perusal. 

WoiiURX AniteT, lOth COtli,' 1824. 


PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 

But few observations, appear to mo requisite in introducing tb tne 
public this new edition <n the Translation of Tasso. By the carefiil 
revision which I have given to the whole, 1 have endeavoured to 
rende^I^ niore deserving of the approval it has met with, and of that 
whicQ 1 it may finally obtain, as a British Classic ; with 

1^8 than w'hicli, no writer who has devoted many years to such a task, 
odght to rest satisfied, how much soever his intimation of such a hope 
may be open to invidious comment, 1 have availed myself, .fdlr 
improvement, of all the etriptures 1 have met with on 'the work, Which 
I tnought deserving of. regard, however equivocal the spirit mi^ht. 
appear in which they were written. My adoption of the Spensenau 
stanxa 1 have seen no valid rc^un for regretting ; nor can I think 
that 1 have judged amiss of tbo public taste, in preferring to affix a 
memoir of the poet's interesting life, rather than a mass of Notes, 
highly serviceable and appropriate in illustration of the obscur- 
allusion or complex fable of I>ant<^ and Ariosto, but wholly supr 
Auoue to the lucid text of Tasso. 

V The MS. bears the foUovlna colophoQ Hers cn^ethe the Nsmes sa^ 
of thosR knyghte as woere Wt King Klchard the finite at the assigge of 
Acres; which wearo copied owte of an oeldv ll(m.le in keptnge and ensto;* 
fits- Wnilaras of Sprotbrughe, IASS : K. Bmike als. Itoog Cross.** ** This 
au's, Is lu the Library ot XurrcuUci: Lvr&g, Keut/' 
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THE LIFE OF TASSO 




crrABTEii r. 

VnOM IITS BIRTH TO THIS PKRIOO OP HIR FIRRT VIRIT TO PBRRARi* 

A.D. 1644>1585; «t. 1-21. 

Of the funnily of Tasso, a tiAnrie that has passed oy^r T^urope with so extra* 
ordinary a celebrity, the most nnciont notices are of the twelfth century. The 
lW|j were at that' period settled in Almcn no, ‘ a pleasant territory neiir Ber^ 
framo. About the year 1300, they retired for soemrity ft'otn the civil commo- 
tions which tl^n distracted the Italian cities* to Cornello, a mountain near 
tlio river Hremlio; where, in course of time, they tieeamo wealthy and power- 
ful lonls. '^hoiit the year l2tK), lived Ommleo Tasso, the first inventur, or the 
revivor <if rctrtilar posts, whose dcscondauts, ohtaininpr the jreneralship of the 
IM)8t>oificcs in Italy and otlier oonntrics, arrived at hijrh diffnities. In dpain 
and Flanders, some of the Tassi became founders of tilled families, and in 
Oermnriy they attained to tlie rank ofsovercig^n prioces. 

The stern of all these illustrious branches, however, remained at Ber^mo: 
and it was in this city that Bernardo, the father of Torquato Tasso, was Ixirn, 
A.D.' 'I49;i. Bernardo Tasso, after a youth spent in tlui e’tltlvntioTi of letters, 
and in the 'celebration of an unsuccessful iitonehment to Ginevra Malntesta, ii 
lady of incomparable beauty, in whoso praise Tie published a valtiiiio of poetry, 
was in 15:11* invited by Ferrnnte 8ansevenno, prince of 8alerno, 'to act in the 
capacity of Secretary, at his oouri near KapIcb. In this situotion, devoting: 
himsel/- to poetical puersuits, or followitifi: liis patron in militory expeditions, 
he spent seven or eijorht ^cars very aj^reeably ; at the cx])iratit)n of which time, 
flndinj; himself fast rising in frjne and fortune, he paid )iis addresses to Portia 
Uossi, a NoapoUtHU lady of fj^eat beauty and nccoinplishmcnts. and their mnr- 
riage was celebrated with much splendour, in the spring of 1539. 

The happiness which he enjoyed with this amiable woiiinn, was incrcaseil, 
the year folio win{f, by tlio birth of a daughter, whom ho named Cornelia, and 
by the permission of his prince to retire for a time, from the fiitigiic8.jif his 
ofllee, to the quiet enjoyment of Lis favourite studies, fie cho^ for his retreat 
the city of Sorronto, which, .separated from Naples *only by its beautifol ^lay. 
commands, under a serene sky, a prospect of the whole romantio region 
round. Here, having hiriMl a palace which overlooked the sea, heeonducted 
ids wife and infant dahghtcr, and applied hnnself to the oomposition of tlie 
Amadigi,** a poem which, he hoped, would not only greatly increase his 
literary reputation, hut add considemhly to his means of independence. In 
lids delightful residence, and 4n tlie midst of these elegdnt pursuits, Torquato, 
the son who was dostiued so peculiarly to become Ids pride, and to cxpcrionce 
a life of such strange vicissitude, was welooincd into the world, the lltk of 
Marsh, 1544. 

The year 1547 was, however, fatal to the fortunes of his patron. An 
insurrection arising at Naples against the Viceroy, D. Pedro de Toledo, who 



Uft 0f um 


viM 

had attempted to establish the Inquisition th^ the Frinec of Salemo iras 
eliuson by the nobility of thal^itj as Uieir* ambassador to tbs Emperor Charles 
y&e Fifth, hat the Yiqeroy, anticipating the aocnsattpns of his opponents, 
fognd means to justify his proceedings; and when Bansererinoreaeheu Nnrcm* 
bnrg. he wns ikoired as a favourer of hereey and rebellion, and forbidden for 
awhile to leave the city, upon pain of death. TV^en at lefigUi. permitted, he 
returned to Naflies, but pti attempt having been ma4p to assassinate him by 
the creatures of the Vicem^, he resolvedTto forsake a country where he could 
no longer remain with safety ;^aDil Bernard^ who had too mnob magnanimity 
to abandon him in liis adversity, after setting hiS family at Naples, departed 
with hjm to the court of France. When the news of Bnnseverino’s ilefeetion 
was known at Naples, he and all his adherents Were declared rebels, depritnd 
of their estates, uud sentenced to have incurred thh perfnity W death., I3y 
this edict of the States, Bernardo lost a riehlv farnished honeo, and an annual 
revenue of 900 scudi, a stroke, from the eflrata of which his fortunes pever 
recovereii ; and the fonmlation was thus unhappily laid for the unifoirm life 
of deiicnderioo which Torquato afterwards experienoira. 

lie mean while hfia attained his seventh year; and Portia, in her attention 
to his education and to that of her daughter, found some solace for the long 
separation from her linsband. Torquato had already received soino instruc- 
tion ill Latin from D’Angeluszo, a friend of his fath^s, and h'e was now sent 
to a seminory of the Jesuits, wliioh bad lately been estkblishcd in the city ; 
and such, snys klanso, was his nrdour for learning, that to quiet hisimpoiv^ 
tunity, his mother was often oblig^ to let him depart to his stodies before' 
day-break, sending a servant with mm to light hia way. During the three 
years that he continued nnder the tuition of those fathers, the yonng Tasso not 
only perfected himself in Latin, but made considerable progress in Greek, and 
cultivated so diligently hie talent for rhetoric and poetry, that in his tenth 
.year, he reSited original verses and orations, which excited the admiration 
of all auditors. Itis father had made it his chief care to imbue his mind^arly 
with sentiments of < 'Jeep piety; and the virtuous dispositions whjcb he had 
thus acquired, wore aesidudiwly {nltlvated by the Jesuits, his instructors. He 
was even admitted by them at nine years of age to the comnAinibn-table, and, 
as bo observes in one of bis letters, partpok of the consecrated Host with 
feelings of unwonted and {ndcs^bsbm satisihetion. To these early impres- 
aions may be oacribed (be deep sense of religion which ^pervades bis writings, 
which led perhaps to the choice of a saoiid subject for liis most celebrated 
|K>em, and which certainly in after-lite, wheiL' all other consolations failed, 
f nabled him to bear up under the presaore of snfl^rings, too severe to bo con* 
templated, witiiout the atrungesi emotions of pity and of pain . • 

Of the progress which ydung Tasso was inaktiiff in his studies, his Mier 
vsMifcd frequent accounts. Divoted wholly to 8ie interests of nis patron, 
wnowiesided principally at Venice, ho spared no exertions at the court or 
Franco to Jndude a oo-operation with hie plans "for the invasion of Naples; 
bjiitjDieeting with smaU mieeeas in the negotiation, and sighing to mieit his 
lb vly, le solicited and recited permission of Die prince to retum to Italy, 
Hming sueeeeded therefore in procurfogf from Fbpe Jijjius the Third a special 
license, .be, in the February of 1664, arrived at Kome, and was invited to 
.oeeu]^ apartments in the palace occupied by the Gardinal Ippolito of Estd. 

Cardinal received him with the utmost courtesy, and interested himself 
matiy in bis aflhirs ; hod connteittneed by So pewenhl a protector, Bernardo 
hid Httle fo fosr from the malice el bfo eoeraies, 

^ With Porlia, boweveiw hia diaeimiolate lady, it Was for otherwise. Bhe 
bad^beetiehtitiled'OB her toarriegetoadQiifoy ofbOOO ducats, and an invos- 
titare on her life^of dbOO moIvi thteepltal of whidt, on the eonflseation of h« 
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bnflibtiid’s property, she in Vain attempted to proenre fWmi her brothers. To 
ereiy repreeenmtion addressed totbem, they Earned a deaf ear, andsiffoifed 
to her at len^rtfa, wiUi unfeeling ernelty, that if she attempted to obiain bj Uw 
posaeseion of her rii^ts, the strong arm of the Vieeruj shonld not be wanting 
to owe her into siknee. They efen exerted themMlves to prerrat her learing 
Naples ; and na sne eonld not resolre to haiwd the forfeiture of her elaiine by 
illght, she retired with her daughter into the monastery of San Feeto. This 
change of residence administered fresh grief to a heart already worn down by 
aicknesa and snfferlng, as it hereby became neeeesary to send Torqaato to bis 
father. The anguish which his departure oeeaaioned, both to himself and her, 
to whom he now bade a drat, and, as it proved, a final farewell, aCems never 
tr have eflhced fh>m the pwt^s memory. He was then but ten years old; 
yet ho thus |»tbeC(cally laments the parting, in an Ode to the River Metanro^ 
written between twenty and thirty yeare afterwards. 

I. 

He flrom my mother’s breast, a child. 

Did cruel Fortune tear; 
the teara she shed, the kisses nlld 
She pressed In her despair 
On my pale cheek, and oh, the seal 
Of her most passionate appeal 
To Heaven for roe. In air 
Alone recorded'-with regret 
I yot remember, weep for yet. 


It. 

Never, all ! never more was I 
To meet her foco to face, 

And feel toy fhU heart beat more higll 
In hei beloved embrace I 
I left lier>-o1i, the pang severe I 
Like young ('anillfa, or, more drear, ^ 

A<«anln«i like, to tracer, * ’ 

0*ei lull and d.ite,throo( n budi and brier, 

The tootarepa of my wouderlhg sire. 

The young These was receivoa by hia fistbar, nfUr so long a separafion, 
with the gn*otest delight, and for two years npplied himself nloeefy to hie ^ 
studies. But in 15&C Bernardo received intelligence of the de ith of this 
beloved wife, whose fortitude 'and self-devotion seem to have equalled all that 
is related of the Homan matrons in the best ages of the repnblio. flhe died, it 
mt too probable, ot o broken heart, the vietim of sensibility to tbeir mi^tual 
sf Ifurtunee; bother death was so ioMen, as to eseite the terrible suspieion 
Untier husband, that »he had been poisonM by her brothers. In his verses, 
aim^u letters, Bernardo Tiisso oeaees not to lament her loss, whom he lo/ed, he 
BcfC, « more than life, and yet uhom ha loved less than aba deserved.*’ By* 
com death, hia daughter (kirnella was left in the hands of hia unprincipled 
ifiCBmen, who some years after set the crowning stroke to their inigoity, by 
heU '•>ting, for the purpoee of retaining their slater’s portion, a Iswsuit 
yoang Tdrqnato ; alleging, that as be had followed hia latbm* 

0 ttomo, too had inoorred the penalties of rebellion. They shortly also 
lanKedOornelia, by this time grown a bmintifol and aeeomplisheo yonng lady, 

1 H|arBio Bersale, a tforrentiae gentlemai^iii oppositioii to the wtahea of her 

who bad Imped to form for her a Mgher and mors advantageous eon- 
won : as, however, this gentieman, though of small estate, was deeeended 
l>m an ancient and noble faimlp, aOd so no and OomelU livod together in 
e greatest harmony, Bernardo was soon kenmMilid to tho metriagOi 
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A wnr meonwliile broke out between Philip tfio Second and the Pope, and 
Bernardo, from having incurrcftl bo deeply* the hatred of the 'Spanteh party, 
lift thinking liimMlf secure at Rome, eent hia son to Ber|;aino, where lie was 
received with open arms by hia religion, iiie lady Tiiaau, and took refnge at 
Pesaro, in the court of Giudabaldo the Second, Duke d'Uj;bino. Torquato, 
during the tiinc^ he stayed at Dergaino, applied lijmself aMidqpualy to his 
studies: in 1507, be was soiftfor by his father, nnd presented to the liuke, who 
made him the companion in study of bis stn Fnineesco* Maria. To tho study 
of the languages, he now addc}! that of the mathoinutics and philosophy, |)er- 
feeting himself at the same time in the exei;pi8eB ef the swoid, and in those 
other bodily oecoinpHshKionts whiek were then thought necessary to the 
formation of a finished gentieinan. a * * • * 

Torquato resided nearly two years at the eourt Of Urbkiorwhen, bdng 
sent for to Venice by his father, who waa printing tliore liis Amiidigiy’^he 
was dismissed by tlie Dqke with no loss favour than regret, llknte^and 
Petrarch foiled, while he was at Venice, the principal puhjects of his stbdy, 
and with their compositions he nourish^ the poetical enthusia'sia thot waa 
every day acquiring 'm his husotn a greater ascendancy* No had nuV cojn- 
pletM his sixteentii year; and his father, anxiously balancing the various 
chances ofibrod for his advancement in life, resolvifd to send him the Uni- 
versity of Padua, rcgiirdiiig jurisprudence tis the only scioiife that would 
secure him from the necessity of subjoctlng his prospeefb and, happiness, os 
he himself hod but too fatally done, to the uncertain protection ot the great. 
To Padua accordingly Torquato went, ond was enteretl of tho University in * 
November, 1660. 

* He prosecuted bis studies thero with great diligence, attending the lectures 
of Ouim) Panclroli, a civilian of eminence. To one, Jiowever, whoso fiincy waa 
wedded to tho romantic fictions of Boiardo and Ariosto, law must have proved 
fit dry and a siekening pursuit, more particularly as no one had yet appeared, 
to give, like Montesquieu, td'tbe science, the dignity and interest of phIloiM>- 

* ]|tbu»l disqaisitionA* TCw) consequence was, a reeunerico in secret to niure 
congenial pnreuits, and thd profuction in 1561, of his ** Kiualdu.'' It must 
be matter of pstonishment that a youth who had nut yet reached his eighteenth 
yeaf, should have been able to imagine ^nd conduct to the end) •with such 
masterly skill, a poem of such beAty and regularity, in the short sptfee of ten 

g. months, and amidst his unneglectM togal occupation*. Our'yuung iiuth(»r, 
however, lest ho should incor his father’a displeasnro, had not dared to 
acquaint him with tboaecret ; some literary pd^sons of distinction undertook 
to communicate it and by eomroendations of the excellence of the poet):'' 
managed to soften in some degree his afHiction ot ihe intelligence. Passf: 
through Padua some time after from Urbino, Bernardo hud an opportuir 
bianself of seeing the manuscript, and being satisfied with the genius it 
playdt, no longer thought of confining the tulents of his son to a studnf 

* unpalatable to him as law. At tho sulieitiiftoii of Molino and VinS; 

twos learned men to whose criticism Torquato had subjected his poemjs 
even gave permission for its being printed ; and it was accordingly ushr. 
into the wftld from the press of the Fnuioesahi at Venice, in April, lU 
It was received with incredible applause, and the yming author was m 
known throughout Italy by the endearing name of Tassino, the dear Is* 
tarn. It is unpOBSible for any one to peruse without admirntion and sif 
pathy mauv paiMges of the wofAi end more qiarticulpriy these coneluto 
•tansae, wherein the student, lamenting the oircumstancea under whicli 
poem was eompoaed, allodea to his aariy egSk and piij% a beautiful compliiiii., 
to hie perant, aud to the Cardinal Lui^ iffistd^ into whose service Bernard 
had enteredi and to vrhom the ** Rinalao” was inserihed. t 
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Tlian have I'tmng~ln hattlo-flold ami bower, 

Rinnldo'a cares, and prattled throuK^i my i>u^e^ 

IVIdlat other studies claimed the Irksome hour, 

III the murth lustre of iny verdant age; 

Studies ft'oin which I hoped to have the power 
The^>v<)iigfl of advei'M! fortimo to assuage; 

Vngnitcful studies, wlicncc 1 pine away 
Unknou'n to othci's, to nij*«clf a prey. * 

^ Yet 0 ! If Heaven should e’er niy wishes crown 
With ease, rclcipsed h-ooi l^w’s dlsconlunt mnac. 

To spend on the green 4urf, in forests brown, 

With bland Ap«yo whole harmonious days 
Then might T spreadfLulgi, thy renown, 

^ 'Where'er the sun darts fi^th resplendent rays; 

Thyself the genial spirit should Inftise, 

And to tliy virtue' wake a worthier Muse. 

* 

But thou, /irst fniit of fancy and of toil, 

4 Child of few hours and those most fugitive ! 

Uear little book, bom on tin* sunny soli 
Hy Ilrcnta's wave 1 may all kind planets give 
To Ihoe rhti spring no winter shall despoil, 
l.ife to go forth whoa i have ceased to live; 
tijithcring ricii fame heyond our country's hounds, 

And nuxed with son/pi with which tlic world resounds. 

■Yet, ere I bid thy truant leaves lulloii, 

• Kre yet rhou seek'at the Prince, whose iiume. Impressed 
l>oep In my hc.irt, upon thy fnait wc view, „ 

Too poor a port.il for so gj‘eat a guest! 

Go, find out him from whom my birth 1 drew, 

Life of tny life 1 and whose the rich bequest 
Has been, ihiught of bcautifbl or strong 
Adorns ray life, and ^uiwates my song.. 

Ue, with that keen and searching glance whia» ift**ow» 

'I'o pierce beyond the veil of dim ^sguiic, 

Shall «ee the faults that He conceal^ so close 
To the short vision of my feeble eyes, 

And with (hat pen whlclpjolns the -t null of prose 
'fo tuneful fable, shall the verse chastise, 

(Far as its youth the trial can endure,) 

And grace thy page with bcauties^inore mature. 

' If 

At fall liberty now to folio, w hie inellnations,, Torqnato gave up the stndy 
ef the law with transport, and in November of the same year entered the 
Univendt^ of Jjologna, where, under the distinguisheil professora, Pendasio 
and Piecolomini, he clevoled himself wholly to philosophy and the Mns^ 
Before he left Padua, he hud eonceived the design of writing a poem the 
conquest of Jerusalem by the'Crusnders, a subject tbe most interesting, and, 
above all, the most fitted to. receive every pcwtieul ifilominent that thefaycy 
could conceive. lie hod fixed upon the names of various personageh to intro- 
dnoe in it, hnd imagined several of the' episodes with wbieh he afterwards 
embellished it. and lie 'Ibow sketclied out the first tliroe Cantos in IIC oetave 
which are yet pre.'Hirveil among the of Uie Vatican. To tit 
y >elf for the task contemplated, he composed his three admirable Discourses 
XHero'io Poetry ; and being shortly inron^ Umt the Cardinal d*Bst4 had 
admitted him amongst'the gentleman of his, household, he set forward to joia 
Bernardo at Ferrara, the principal scene of his glory and iBisfortiUkes> 
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CHAmUlI. 

mox ms FTBST arhital at fsbbaba to his nionj vnox that city. 

^A.D. ]fi65.2677; at. 21^* 

WlTBV Tasno roachod Ferrara, on the lastday of Octoberi 1066, the city was 
splendid with preparations for the Arehduehess ^rbara of Austrili, daughter 
of the Smpcror Ferdinand the First, when Alphonso of Sstd was aboot to 
reopive in morriogc. The bride elect made bei^entrance into the oity with a 
niimomoa and sumptnous attendance, wearint^ on l^er h^ a ^Iden cro#n. 
The ballR, the tournaments, and represriiitations that followdd in the ^aee or 
palace-garden, amidst a sinpendouB scenery of ^mlaces, and woods, lyid monn- 
tains, las(e<]^for six days, and seemed to the imagmatiye Tsseo rather the^ork 
of enehantment than the effect of machinery. He has recorded in the Aluinta” 
hie sensations of transport and astonishment nt the magnificent carnival that 
was thus presented to his view,— a scene, to which wo donbtless owe many of 
the rich deeeriptions of magical enchantment that we meet with in the Gem- 
Bolemme Liberata.” ^ 

The death of Pope Pius the Fifth terminated tbeen njoicings ; and the 
Canlinal Luigi departed for Rome to assist in the election of a new pontiff; 
lenv^nif Tasso at perfiect liberty to attend either to pleasurable A* j^ilosophiea^. 
purtuits. TfUiso employed the interval in insinuating himself iota the favour 
of. the Princess Lucretia d'Esld ; and by her was introdneed to her younger 
sister. Loonsra, who was just recovering from a long illness. These two ladms, 
says Berasst, were most oeiiutiful in jierson, and of manners so elegant and 
conrleouB, as to exdte in all the highest admiration. Lneretia was thirty-one 
years old, lier sister a year leas,— an age which had only given maturity to her 
charms, without im£«^.;;ing her vivacity and grace. Their mother, the viataous 
Aid unfortunate Renee Ifi France had bestowed great pains upon their educa- 
tion ; and, besides the usual aocmnpllshments, had inspired ihepi with a taste 
for poetry, which they oceabionolly cultivated. To minds of tins de^iption, 
tliwautbor of the Kinaldo,** must have Veen ^n oljjeet of some interest; and 
the pteasuN which tlio youthful poet felt from their attentions, is attested in 
’ some Gansoni of his wnttcii at tins perird, in language full of the nkpectfol 
gallautrv which their favourable notice woubLnaturally inspire. The favour 
of these "PrinecBsos, intlroduoed him lu a short time to the notice of their brother, 
the Duke Alphouso, who knowing him to be enga|^ in a poem on the conquest 
of Jerusalem, regarded him with a gracious eye, and introduced him to marly of 
the illustrious men who fr^quentw bis court. Grateful for these marks of 
eofisi^ratioii, Tasso resolved to dedicate his poem to this prince, and to 
. iutroduce Rinaldo for tlie hero of his fable, ai^a means Uf celebrate him and his 
family. The ** Gerusalemme*’ was accord mgiV resumed, and prosecuted with 
•uefi diligence, that in a few months he had Complete fivo whole cantos. 
OeeasionaRy he unbent himself Rons this work by the curopoBltion of 
flompliroentaiT verees to the Princesses, similar to the following, which he 
iddmed to LeoBora when she was restricted from singing by her phyniciaiu^' 
eu^Mceunt of hor delieafe state of health. 

AM/ hsak rtoVe$iith ehiinvfdifa fisglli. 

Oh I *tls a merclteai fiecra^ 

That to the envied worn dentes 
Tie eound of that sweet eclea which wt 
do tnocta admire, so deariy ptlsel 
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The noble*thoiiffht eod doleet U17 
Breathing of p^ons to ref)*»ea 
HOfooiTB breath, wottM drive away 
Sharp Borrow from the gloomiest mind. 

Vet, *ti8 enough for our deserts, 

4. That eyes and smiles so calm and coy 
DUrUse.thi'oagh our enchanted hearts 
A holy and celestial Joy : » 

t, * 

There would be no more blessed place 
^^Than tills, ov sprits to 

We also heard thy heavenly voice I 

^ Oa tlib rcwurn .pf their brother the Cardinal, the Princesses failed not M 
eorfrmunicate to nim tho pleapnre they had received from the eociet^ of Ifte 
youTTg poet; for whom, amongst ihany other obligations, they procured the 
distinction of being admitted to the table where tiie highest eovrtiers were 
entortouied, often in Company with the Duke; a favour to which Tasso atinched 
no small consequence^ Amongst tiie distinguished men whose friendship or 
acC[uaintanco he now acquired, wero Agostino degli Arienti, Munsuoli, the 
Cardinal's favourite Secretary, and Giambattista Figna, Secretary to the Duke, 
a Ferraro^'e |) 06 t of great consideration amongst the courtiers ; with Guariniy 
tho subsequen^nuthor of the ** Pastor Fido,*^ he was already acquainted. 

There was pt tTiis time resident at Ferrara one Lucrctia Dendidio, a lady of 
* great bcau^, vivacity, and occomplislimonts, who had touched the sensibility of 
most of the young geniuses in the city. The harps both of Pigna and Gnarini 
were sounded in her praise; and Tasso, participating in tho stmio feeling of 
admiration, was equally anKious to obtain her favourahlo notice. Witli tliat 
inclination to scholiustio debate wliieh was so much affected in those ages, he 
undertook on her account to support in tho Academy against evaiiy disputant, 
Afty amorous Theses or Conclusions; aud lie defendea them for three days, 
with^oAnito reputation for ingenuity, in presence of^ ^Hustrious assemblam > 
of the beauty and learning of Ferrara. Bqt it wns*not by disputation alodh 
that besought to And favour in the bright oyM of the lady; slic was a chunuing 
singer, iMql Tasso called in the aid of his melodious Inteio eelehr^te her talent, 
ilis compliments were not addressed to ubheediog ears ; for though hewiet 
with a formidoblc rival in Pigna, he failed not to receive from the ol^cot of his 
a 1 miration many marks of partiality. She married into the house of the' 
Macchiavelii, but never ceased; to regard him withfavpur; and in particular 
studied to console him in th^ days of his calamity. 

jBeroesi and l)r. Black ' profess to regard him as having been deeply 
enamoured of this lady, but 1 confess 1 can only discern in tlio effusions 
addrossod to her, one of those merely amorous fancies which are so apt' to play 
around the beads of susceptible young persons, but wliich make pn deep 
impression, and vani^ altogether with the olyect that calletl' them into birth,* 
The real symptoms of the passion must besought fdkr in hit eompdjsitiona of a 
Jotcr, but of no distant date. ' ^ 

, Tiiese poetical amusementa of Taeeo mare intermpted by the afllieGng 
intelligence, that his f&ther.was lying dangerously ill, at GsUa on the P(n He 
hastened thither immediately, ssd arrived in rime thteveive his last benedie- 
tions, and on the 4lh of September, at the loltrsneedegsof 76« 'Bertt«rdo 
Tasso closed a life marked hf mahw'.Tiulmitdei and, sorrows, but cJieered 
throughout by literary et^ytt^,anf%tjrm Ohris&in j^iloaopby.* Overcome 
•by grief for hisseveralosSfnAd bV^tS^ ho-bid hisaffBe<* 

tiouate attendance on iwo anya after bit 

Other’s death ; 



tn the spring of the following yesr, a marn^gc was concluded between tnei 
Princess Lucretia and tlie Piincc d’Urbjno. Ijeonora, thus* deprived of her 
liost intimate companion, renounced in a great mcasuro^atl publle amusemen; 
and devoted herself to pursuits more congenial to her tf&te<^to private studv 
ana the conversation of literary men. , 

Tasso, amongst others, tiad the honour of frequent adihission to her soeioty. 
He acknowledgih in an Ode which he addressed t6 her on his'tfrst coming to 
Ferrara, that he whs tlicn*sSrnck with admiration of her jicfson, and that, had 
he not been checked by reverence, lie sliould have become perfectly enamoured 
of lier. Dut the regard withVhich he had been treated I)y tha two sisters, 
must by this time have much diminished theMistance wliich rank and ceremony 
had thrown round Leonora; wliilst, from the/adility of ac*(u?ss granted to Wm, 
lie could not fail to contemplate her per|ectionB with a more*nniBinglod fegling 
of pleasure and esteem. Stic on her pari, appaoeiating highly his genius, and 
his many estimable qualities, found no stunll enjoyment in his society. To her 
he read portions of his Poem ns they were composed ; to ^her taste nppdkled ; 
and, llattercd by the warmth of her praises and by her gracious eogdeseension. 
lie seems now to havo given himself up with less iin];pBerve to the deligl^tful 
emotions inspired by her presence. Poetry, it must bo confeBsed, was dangerous 
ground for them to tread in concert, calcul.'ited as it peculiarly is to become tne 
echo of those gentle wishes which find a voice so universal hi the hearts of 
youth ; nor could Tasso read, nor could Jieonora listen tO tale so aficcting as 
that of Olindo and Sophronfa^ without indulging a train of thought and feeling 
closely akin to the intiuonces of love. One thing is certain, that n^ this perioir 
he redoubled his assidaitics to lier, addressing her in strains wherein feeling so 
far* predominates over fancy, os to render it matter of little doubt that her 
ima^ was gaining over him a powerful ascondanoy. The first advances of the 
passion are, however, maikod by great timidity towards the individual beloved ; 
and if Tasso yet dared to iickuowlcdgc in song the growing tenderness of his 
soul, it would probably be in verses like the following, troaaured up in privacy 
as the rccfird of o too sacred or pro.^umptuous to be submitted to the 

of others. ‘ ^ 

.l*Mor VaUna m'aUnccia, dt'c. 

Love bhids niyeoul in clftiin.' of bliss 
Firm, rigorous, strict, and »L‘cng ; 

I am not sorrowful for tlp«, ' 

fiat why I quarrel witii him is, 
lie quite ties op my tongueft 

When I my lady should salute, *■ 

I can on no pretence; 

But timid an4 cbnftised stand mute, 

Or, wandering in my rcosoii, suit 
My .speed! but ill with sense. 

LoQBe,^ent)e Lo\’e, my ton^e, and If 
Thou 'U not give up one part • 

Of thy great pow^ respect my grid; 

Take off this chain fu kind relief, 

And add It to my heart ! * 

In 1670, Torquato attended his lord the Cardinal to the court of Franea, 
having first, as a measure of precaution, left f tCBtamentary writing in tiie 
hands of one of his intimate fneiifis. Ou tliO seoond visit which the Cardinal 
paid to the king, he introduced our poet to his *ecauaintanco, saying:—. 
** Behold the bard of Qodfreyi and of the other French neroesi who signaused 
Ihenuelvcs so greatly at the oonqu^ Of Jerusalem i” Charles the Minth 
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(liM name niuht then be i>ron6uiiccd, and himself approached without horror) 
received him in moat distinipiiaud manner^ aaw him often^ and gKVB him 
uniformly the like reception. Ife pardoned at hie request an unfortunate 
poet, whO) haringf beeh fruilty of eome crime, was ordered for executioni Abd 
lie would have ackiiowledjfcd ‘the honour which Tasso rendered to French 
lioroism, by tbe ri&lieat presents, if liio iiighmindedness of o^r poet had not 
opposed, by ^ apeciea of ^fusal, his beneflaibt Iptentione. Amongst the 
wquniritanoe which Totqnnto made* in Frahc^ ndbe seems to have gratified 
liiin more than that of the poet lionsard, for wbem writings he professM great 
iiiJiiiirnlion,*and who, notwithstanding hit hnsueeessfnl attempt to'onffraft 
upon Kronch' poetry the genius of the Greek, was by no means unworthy of 
the celebrity he enjoyed. Tudboihad here the misfortune to loee tbe favour 
of iiistpatronf \Ybctlicr calumniated by some invidiune courtier, or too 
ungdhrded in oxprrasing his iidigiiation at the masked severity shown by 
the inrnistyy of Charles to the Catholics, preparatory^to the frightful massacre 
of f^t.dlprtholomew, he experienced a great change in the Cardinard^ehaviour, 
' nud as be ^as of tod haughty o spirit to lirook tlie least contnincly, he 
donianded lAive of absence, and retired to Home. Wbillt at Rome, it would 
appdhr (hat his favourite fjeunora paid a visit* to her uncle, the Cardinal 
Ippolito the Scooud ot Rstd, a prelate distinguished by his magnificence in 
building, and his favour to literary men. The villa and gardens which he 
formed at Tivoli^were^eonsidercd as the most delightful in Italy; and it must 
have been in thjr shades that she rc(*oived these wntiful verstt, attesting the 
fidelity withevhieh he cherished her itnnge in his absence:— 

TO LEONORA OF ESTE. 

Ji nobil eotte, ove in antichi marmL 

To the romantic lillla, Where tree 
To thine enchanted eyes. 

Works of Creek taste in statuary 
Of antique marbles rise, 

My tliouglit, fair Leonora, roxes, • 

And with It to their aiooin oPgroves 
* Fast bears me as It files ; 

For far ft^ni thcc,iu crowds unblest, 

My fluttering heart but ill can rest.* 

Tliei« to the rock, cascade, and grove. 

On mosses dropt with dew. 

Like one whefithinks and sighs of * 

The llvelqiig summer thresgn, 

Oft WG aid 1 dictate glorious tilings 
Of heroes to the Tui^n strings 
0/ iny sweet lyre anew ; 

And to the brooks and trees oronn^ 

Ippsllto’a high came resound. 

But now what longer keeps me hem I * 

And who,' dear lady, say, 

O^cr Alpine rocks and^maraies drear, 

A weary ledgtb of way, 

Guides me to thee ? so that, enwrest* ed 
With leaves by Poesy bequeathed 
From-Baphne’s hallo wed to 
f trifle fbifa iy song r— adle^ 

Let the' m wbisperwho, . 

V CAs ffiof pud AfM Hmpe gmffim. 
t Piir com nomtOiii Pernor pmta aseqritw. 
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Metnwhilo, by Ittfen to tbe Frineeas and ber sister, lie made applientim 
to be rooeired idto tlie eervlia of Alphoaaa This, ihron^rb their mediation, 
VB8 easily eCPeoted ; a pension was assigned him of about fifteen erowns of 
gdd a month, and he was obligingly inlbrmed that lie waa eiempted from 
any partienlor obligation, and might attend in quiet to his atudies. Of tliia 
foWnnate refbge from the storms of fortune, he makes gialefbl mention in his 
‘^GemsalemrodT* nor eonld the severity with which he was afterwards troatoi] 
by the Duke ever effhce flw hia mind ike memory of this kindness. In the 
Idsure and tranquillity of mind whieh he now enioyed, onr poet applied 
himself with groat assiduity 'to hia ^^Gernsalemme,” filling up the intervals 
whieh he had left, atloming it with episodes, and improving perpetually the 
sweetuesa and majesty of the diction. As a splaxation from the Inbonr of this 
revision, taking advantage of a visit whioh Aff>lionBo>niada tp Itbme' he began, 
and, it is said, in less than two months, finishod hia “Aminta,” a pastoral 
fablo of consummate beauty, which, if ho had written nothing lieside, would 
hove immqftaliaed his iflinie. In Italy, from the absolute perfection of ita 
atylo and ita great melody of phrase, the Aminta enjoyh k celebrity little leaa 
eminent than the “^lerusalemtne Liberata;** but in onr own ooiintrv, portly 
from the disrepute into which pnatoml poetry hun fallen, and partly from our 
not having Jong poasessod a (ranalation that gave .my idea of ita e^ce1letiee,*it 
appeara to he but little known or appreciated, by lowers of Italian. 

Nothing, however, could exceed its bucccsr wlien. on tlie retijrn of Alphonao 
to Ferrara, in the spring of 1C78. it was represented before )he Cardinal Iiih 
brother, and » iiumcrous and delighted audience. Their sf^plauee wae 
unbounded ; nor had tlie publie admiration of its benutios suileriM the least 
diuuuution, when, eight years afterwards, it issued f^om the press of Aldus. 
USdition followed edition in quick succestdon, and so nnmerous were the 
imitations of it, that nothing for a length of time was to be hcani of in Italy 
but pastoral dramas. The I^nceas Lucrotia had not licen able to Mitnesr* the 
representation of the piece that was umkiiig ho inur'ii noise in nil quarters; 
she thereto! e requs ‘ her brother to permit lier the pleasure of liedringit 
StN*iled by the author, and Cor tbts purpose invited him to her palabe at Feburo. 
As the summer advanced, Lnereh.t, to avoid the heats, retired teCasteldurante, 
and took Tdsso with her. He here 8p.''nt some months in a most* ng^eahle 
inauner, completing his great jAiem. >.nl celebrating the aminhlc (polities of 
the Fnneess in sonnets and causon; of considcroble .beauty ;* and w hen he 
returned to Ferrara, he received both from her hnabund and Inrsell many 

* As for instance, accordf*io to flerauff the sornet commencing *‘KcgU amd 
aceibl tool piirpuiea losn." GinguciiC, howp\er, lb of a scry dllteient 0]iiiiiov 1^ 
bears, he bays. lndabltabl.v the impiVM and the seal of Leonora, i thinlc m> too, tt*'m 
the more peculiar applicability of the description to Leonoia’s dinractci, anvfroi < 
the allusion in It to Aurora, one of her undoubted synouyins. As such, 1 present a 
trandation of it to the reader 

T! out lady, In tlilne early da} s 
Of jitb didst serm a purplo rObc, 

That dreads the aqftor sun's warm rayi^ 

Nor darcb its vlrgid breast tUscloseL 
But coy, and crimsoning to be seen, 

Lies folded yet in leaves of groen. 

Or rather, (for no earthly thing 
Was like the! tbeo,) thou didst appear 
Divino AnaoAA, when her wing * 

On evehy Uosfoni shakes a tear, 

And, spangled tfer With uewdrops cold, 

The mouatain-suminits tints wldi gold. 
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ndvabla pmudat rad. in parAcuIra, % wf pntaon nibyi wliieli wm of gnil 
Mffieetoliimiiirtlietimeof hbadwraitj. 

Bafoting hlmodf on hit leturn, with tho most penererin^ indnitijr to hd 
|ioem, ho had» nt Jongth) in the raring of 1676. tho oxtremo Mtiifratloiiraf 
teoinff it completeji ; but, on the other hand, he began to be diteatibM with 


hie tituatlon,. from Unding himaelf ra ohfeet of hatred to a number of the 
eoortieni, who.‘envioua of the dietinetion he had aetipiied by the ** Aminta,’* 
rad Joi^ue of the glory that would atfimd the publication of hit Gerutalemme,” 
oombined to dtetnrb his tranquillity, rad by a Tariety of ways to calumniate 
him to hit patron. He therefore^retoWed flrat to diBcnarge hu obheetione to 
the fhinily or Estd, by printing hie poem under the auspices of the Duke, and 
th^ either to retire to Rome,^c9 to seek the service of some prince equally 
favoptnbld to Ateraiy men, like the CSa^inal de* Medioi. Meanwhile, to render 
his poem as perfect as possible, he submitted it to the eritiques of a number of 
his friende at Borne— a step which in the aeqnel involved him in the greatest 
dilfledlties, not less from the diversity of opinions, whira he fonnd itdmpossible 
to reconeiloj^ than tfom the ascetic seventy of one or two of his oensors, who 
profjpssed to see in his charming Actions something profone and sadnetive, 
derogatory to the grandenr of the enterprise which he eelebratas, rad to the 
sabetity of ^he Ghnreh, of which they were the bigoted expeotanta. The most 
iiorimonions of these cynics were one Silvio Antoniano and Spero Bpefone, ra 
ancient friend of hi^ isther; but who, disappointed in his own expeotatldnS of 
poetical renowi^ had contracted a surliness of disposition which flUfitted him 
for di8chaiv|hg the part of a liberal eritio. 

The ** Oerusalemme,** however, underwent two revisioniL rad it was not 
L the second took place that Antoniano and Bperone ossiateu. The Arct wm 
Me principally by Ba Barga, author of the ** Byrias** and **pjnegetieon,” 

/ Bopio ^Dsaga, and INaininio de’ Nobili, a divine, philoeopner, rad 
/ Aiolar of ooneiderable eminenoe. Besides perplexing our poet with several 
Mtapbysical objections deduced from the supposcid sprit of Aristotle's rules, 
iiese mties objected to the episode of Bopbronia and Olindo, rad to the^ 
excess of embelfiehment which they diseoverec^in the poem. Thsso, however, 
could by no means bring himself to omit the episode, anxions aa he was to 
preserve tbroughont his fable the piost perfect unity* In the omamentol 
parts, though obstinatedn the opinion that efic poems are the better the more 
they abound in* omsoyntB, he curtailed many of the most marvellooB, in 
deference to their judgment, and the work of revision wss brought to an end 
in the autumn of 1675. But thrugh the advantages thereof seem to have been 
Oiusiderable, they oould not recompense onr poet for the efibet produced on 
his sensibility, by the difflcnlties arising fhnii their eontradiotoiy criticisms, 
and t|te consequent delay of publication. To the agonv which he expdrieneed 
from these causes (suen is his expression), was added a ftesh eauM qf 
inquietude. He was tprmented by the suspicion, rad appears to havw^iqa 


No ehonn the s] 
Bat left 


years liave matebed, 


at left ripening every graces 

In perfect uhrelinesiL unmafehed 
^ wnat then wert, wnea, young sad shy, 
Thy timid graces shmuiid the qye. 

More lovdy lotfkstiie Aowsr matured, 
When fUii Rs fragrant lasvss It spreadit 
jdore rich thasan, when, unobsonrsd, 

At ndon a nrighJjNr beam it ahedst 
utyTbleDdistbolh 
"iXQssb growth. 
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MlOA lor iL OiAt lome fival Kad xAtfOattied bifl for till 

of dttoovenng hu seoAts, and aTAilmg hlmBelf of l»er otgccDons modo 
tt biB poem* 

clSw Fnnoeu Lnereiia comm; meanwhile to resufe at Ferrara* Taeeo 
unparted to her hm deugn of aoiug to Borne She attenipted to dtwnade 
him from It, grrug it ati her indgmcnt that he ought *1101 to depart from 
Ferrara before tno publican of hie book, nnlese pornaps with her to PesAro. 
« for that every other jonmey would be enepicione and ddioua she mentioned 
to him aleo. in her eolieitnde for bis welfare, some other (ircumatanoeBi which 
convinced nim that he was besides very diligently watched It would eeem 
that Alphonso was appnacd of his intenboA to solicit the protection of eome 
other patron, and was jealous lest he sbonl^ bb defrauded of the dedicatijgn 
He hoia heard more than once the vayous Cantos routed « hc^was charmed 
With tbeir beauty, and was now sohutons to met the gialitude and obligaftona 
which the poet hod expressed For this purpose, he redoubled hie attentions, 
and Tasso t/as often invited to Bclnguanio, a superb palace surround^ with 
delightful gardens to nhich the Duke frequently retired * He wee stUl, how- 
ever, fixed in resoliftion to go to Home , and Alplionao, deeiroue & hasten the 
publication of tlw poem, at length granted him permission 1 a«80 was reedived 
mist afiectionitciy at Borne by Scipio Goniega His evenings he devoted 
n lioUv to his literary friends, but the individual whose aequainlincs at this 
period with our poet had the greatest influence on his fhtnre fortunes, was the 
Cardinal Ferdinand de* Medici, afterwards Grand Duke of*Ti]|e 8 ny, who now 
made overtures to Tasso of his protection They were not indSM accepted* 
Tssso returned to Ferrara without coming to any dsteiinination rfrpeoting his 
change of residence , but the interview to winch ho had imprudently consented, 
with one of Alphonso’s greatest enemies, became, there is too muw reason to 
believe, one of the chuu causes of his subsequent mlsfoi tunas At present, 
however, the Duke, if he felt any anger at the step which his poet had taken, 
had the temper or the policy to disguise it, andlhaso was received with bis 
^accustomed oourtesyi^ • 

In the February of tUs ycer amred at Ferrara, Bleonon Banvitali, the 
bnde of Giulio Ticne, Oount m Beandiauo. a young luy* who to great beauty 
united a nlble disposition and taste for ^he due arte 8 be was aspompanied 
bjr Barbara Saneevenns, Countess m Gida, her mother«ui»law,' who, with 
much miueety of deportment, yielued not to Eleonoia in beauty, vivacity, or 
talent. In the fretivals at court, during the Gamfral, the Lady Barbam 
appeared with her hpir fashionrd in the form 0t a crown, which gave her, says 
Serassi, the very an of Juno. The loveliness, ^wever, of Eleonora, rendered 
peculiarly sfrikmg by the exquisite beauty orher under bp, whioh prated 
mrth a uttle, dmdelwith her the admiration of the eonrtieis, and nothing 
yaa heard cc m the palace but thia rosy bp and gracefhl coronet. Taaso 
ealetiratad both, m verpsi which procured him the favourable regard of tuesa 
lUuafrloqa ladBaa, a ciienmatance which tended not a Intle to inereaae the rage 
apd envy of hiamala. * 

the death of Plgnn, the home of Batd waa left destitute of a historian, 
and Thsaa^ in order, perhaw, to have « better pretext for leaving Alphonso’a 
aervioe, in eaaa of n tepnlsa oflbred bimself as a successor flis oflhr was 
meptad^ and Tsaso thus Iraodh^^ firmly chained than ever to the 
eoairt from whlelihewaadasli uatobafread. Tnia nnsteadmees of puroose 
draw from OimaarahjteiaefM^^ but du^wraUka flux and reflux of hie 
IhldeAla tM ^ dCnui no mane hredt the wifh which he waa 
I^FarraA hgr adpFSutenca, ^ ti^Unda, aiid» above afl^ by huaflbetiea 
SlSiFAiffM He 7 m asnatble of ttti waaneaa to whkb yielded, he 
ijNiMlina ihsrtunof 111 hie prospeata; but a kind axpieeNra from the 
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duke, or « entle from leonortt trie euiBeleiit^ diwipute the ediemee whieh 
he fomed in hU hoan of diseewfisiloii. meiiis wee tued thet oeemed 
likdj to oMrate in deteohlnr him from an interest so hatefkl at that of die JOe 
Medid. The Dnohesa d*I7rmnOi in a Icn^ letter, promised to exert in 'his 
fiSTOur whaterrr ^erest she possessed with her hiother; and the Frinooss 
Leonora, without anything leading to sneh a snldeot, said that, hitherto her 
means had been venr limited, but now that her r^nne was inereaaed by the 
demise of her mother, she wouhT render him assistanee from that souree. 
*<This,” eaye Tseso in his letters, ^^1 neither seek nor will seek;*’ bat the 
Vniffoitjr of the oflhr from dno whom he looked up to with such tenderness, 
mnst hare greatly strengthened for a time his reluetanoe to leave Ferrara. 

T|^ seeont* and more.seTereTeri8ion of the Gemsalemme” hy Antoniano 
and Bperone waa*ftow commeneed. The first had left poor Tasso exhaoeted, 
perplexe4, and in a frame of inlnd little able to undergo the long series of 
eaptious objeetions which these erities started. Antoniano had been in hie 
youth k distinguished improrisatore and professor of belles lettred at Ferrara. 
Hade sii^bsc^uenUy tutor by Flue IT. to his nephew, Oardinal Borromeo, and in 
the high road to preferment, he doroted himself to theological etndies, and 
became a model of acrimonious sanetitude. Tasso, in the outset of their 
labours, expresses to Gonsagu hia frar that Antoniano would show rather 
subtlety than sonndnpss of judgment, and so indeed it prbred. 

But his lefiiMduritiqnas were the least evils that he had to endure from thU 
.sold aaoetio^ Antoniano read the poem not only as a literary eritie, but as au 
«ouisitor;. and of his rigour in this capacity some idea may be formed by 
. * profearing to regard ft as a kind of impiety that our poet ahonld minne 
k lie and worldly passions in the deeeription of a conquest to which 
Ve was so holy. Aetiilg upon this principle, he oondemned all the piirta of 
relative to enriiontment and love, strengthening his dictum with the 
It should Tasso refhae to assent to their opiission, he would not procure 
vileges without which he could not expect to obtain the slightest profit 
wiXNL, In order, if possible, to eain the J>igot over, Tasso wrote hiu 
a long and mcpt ingeniouc letter, from wniea, by proposing to omit some of 
the episodes, enchantments, ana sedueing passages, he hoped tp have some 
favour ihofrn to bis beautiful imagiaing|k But the letter Lad no other e^ct 
than to make the ghostly critic deem aim learned; <*a cireumstance,’* Mya 
Tasso, in his proud petilauce, about whieh 1 am perfe^ indilfrnnt.” Nor 
did Bperone give mm less vexption than AntoniaTio. The literary Diogenes 
aflboted to disoover that the unity of the Mle was brokemVy the important part 
whieh Rinaldo performs in ihe stoiy ; an objeetion whieh gave Tasso greater 
ang^ than all the rest, as lie had prided himself upon the geometrioarnieoty 
witirwhieh he had oonstruoted the Able, and as the ot^jeetion qgalnst the unity 
of heroes bore against the whole plan and tiasno of the poem, Inorder, however, 
to obtain permission to pridt )iiB book, onr poet wet obltoed toaobmit to their 
severity, and with a heavy heart sat down to mntilMitod of the poem. 

<< I have removed,'* aaye he, in his after lettete, '^the minote m the buried 
person, the metamorphosis of the knigbudnto fishes, end tbq wonderftil ship ; 
1 hate moderated grmy tlm vcluptuousneisof tiie lest staaiae of the twentieth 
eanto, althongh they wcM'seen by the Ferraiese Inqqieltor, and tqleratsd, nay. 
almosteitoUed. 1 shall ressovu the strange evehlam tlmelglitoaathdantQ; I 
shaU take away the ataniaa of toe pamlji these of ^ ktaseik and eoM ikf ike 
vest in this and the other eaatoa yvUrii gave meat omen to Aaton)BiUb borides 
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a WloilB iropreBsion of Uicm two miitoB to lie modB, and will give them entire to 
1191 or flftCOli Of m j woet intin&ta iMondi. fCe'tbe world (snob & the neooeeii.T (d 
de timeB)| my poem must appear mttiiUted-«-blli of thte JBUy DOt ft Wtffdi fla** 
mmio has noaeed a thing ae artfhlly managed in my poem, that there is no love 
in it of which the erent is happy, and this is really the ease. « Sorely this might 
produce toleratien for these descriptions ; and as the lore'^of Bnpinia seems in 
a certain degree to hare ^ happy conseqnenee, 1 &b\\ remedy this also, and 
make her not only a Christian, but a reUj^ous nun.” To this pitiable extent 
did the first poet of his age. find it neeespary to prostrate his enblime and 
delightfal genios, with a heart bleeding with anguish and disappointment 1 
The FrmoesB Leonora, to withdraw him firom^ the vexations which so deeply 
agitated him, took him with her for a few<*days to Cosando^, a^delighdful 
country seat on the Po, where, in the amiable society which he most a&eted, 
he forgot for a while his anxieties; and whdn he retomed to Ferrara, was 
Bufficientlyat ease to resume his poetical attentions to the Gonntesfes oT Bala 
and Scanoiana. On the fervour of those to the latter ladyi Serassi groinilB his 
opinion that it was with her that Tasso was enamonrod, rather than Leonora of 
Bsid ; but, after aei^ eonaideration of the whole question, it seems sUfficipntly 
evident that he us<h 1 the name of this lady merely as a convenient mask to veil 
the effiasions which his lotie for the Princess consed him to pour fprth. It" is 
possible, notwithstanding, tbatTosso may have been betrayed by his admiration 
of the Countess to assume in his com positions to her the ferxoi\r most congenial 
to his feelings, which, he tells us, were amorons from his youths no less than to 
have occasionally feigned a tenderness for the soke of patronage aiV} distinctioir. 

« About this period our poet became fully convincM of the treacherous pan 
that had been played by one of his false friends. He had asoertaineu by 
unquestionable evidence, that the man had opened'trith false keys the chest in 
which ho kept his papers. Manso suspects that he had set in circulation the 
secret of his love for the Princess, with which by tins moons be had become 
acquainted, but it is certain he had given jiroofs of peculiar treachery and 
^muignity ; wherefore, mcqting each other in the courtyard of tbe^palads, Tasso 
remonstrated with him in a frietdly manner on his dishonourable' conduct, but 
witii so littie eft'eet that, instead of oflbring an apology, or dveif vindicating his 
innocence, the villain insolently gave Tasso the lie. This the poet fequited by 
a blow, given, he observes, from no impulse of anger, but from his sense of the 
demands of honour. Uis opponent maJo no attempt fit the time to resent tlie 
blow,: but Laving ^lleeted his brothers, they attacked him all at once and 
unexpectedly from ntiiind, os he was walking^lone in the ptaisa of the palaot*. 
Tasso, however, who managed hia sword withaa dexterity equal to that with 
whicdi he used his pern returned their assault with so much bravery, as to pot 
them all to flight 1%e principal champion, one Maddold, a notary in the 
lArvigo of the court, repaired to the court of Florence, -•the others to different 
asylums; but the Ihiko, justly irritated against tiie refugees, gave orders to his 
eounaeUffr to proceed a^ast them with thdutmost rigour, 

* Tb this a new vexation shortly succeeded; our poet received intelligence 
that his i^Oerusalomme” was printing in different citiee of Italy. It is 
impossible to portray the melancholy and agfiation q^to which lie was thrown 
by the unwsloome tidings. He had toiled for many yean at the delightful task, 
and he now saw himself about to be defrauded, not merely of the profit which 
^ bad hoied to derive, but of the glory for which his bosom was on fire, as the 
Burr^tttim mies could seardbly be ezp^cS to appMr without many and 
great erroM. tfs therefore made application to t||i6 Duke to use his utmost 
endeaVoais fn the prevention of so great an injury. Alphonso wrote to 
diflbrent prlneei end governments in his behalf, and procured frofn the Pope a 
written otte to all the governors of the Church, both to mise whatever eophn 
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■itfflit be iiHnIeti. «Tid to insist upon the rsstmtkm of those wliieh hdl been 
iM»ii Tlie Count'Femnts Tsssone. tb^Usve the tortoi^ mind of Tsaso, invited 
kirn during tkeM pnK^Ings to' Hodena, fumiBked for kis amusement evei^ 
possible opeeies of diversion, and introduced him to a number of distinguishpd 
personages whom he mlleeted t«i do him honour. Foremost amongst tim woi 
Tarquinia McAtfs, a*lady celebrated for her beauty, and ber elygant Latin and 
Italian venee. 'Tasso’s, admiration of her person al^ acquirements is eviiMod 
in the following short, but charmin^composition id her praise. 

' TQ TARQUINIA MOLZA. 

MoaiAi la verde terra. 

The earcli of ItR %vealth dlsplayi 
• • White violetR, aiid^he lovely sun 
Its sparkling a:rown of rosy rays 
O’er shaded vale and mountain dun. 

Jhou, lady, for thy sign of wealth, 

* df genius, beauty, thought sublime, 

Flini^st forth in glorious show by stealth > 

The riches of unfading rhyme. 

And whilst thy laurels, charmed from blight, 

Thus greenly mock the pamlng hours, 

Thy verses all are rays of light, 

» * Thy living thoughts ambrosial flowers. 

* 

* Tasao hi^ not been long returned from Ferrara, pro liis melancholy, induced 
origir lly on his ardent temperament by the severity of liia critics, and the 
persA ions of his enemies, retarneil upon him more deeply than ever. He 
now \ nented himself with imaginary fears ; fancying that.bis pcraecutors hod 
ooeusef Um of treachery to the Duke, and of heresy to.tbo Inquisition. To his 
religid f foam was added the susoidon that some of his enemies wished to stab 
or poi^ |iim,— sjiQptoiiie, which but too plainly dndicato the approach of that 
mentaf « foaae whieh was almut to disturb his reason. Tlie Duke and the 
PrineesB /'endeavoured by every means to caM bio groundless anzietiei^ but* 
their efforts proved wholly unavailing. At l^gth one evening in June, 1577, 
in the ohamber of the Duoliess d’Urbino, he ran with his drawn dalggewnt one 
of her servants who had given him soVnerealoi^ imaginary offence ; and the duke 
in consequence issued orders for his being confined to his oharnljer, which he 
eeeniB to have done in fbis instance less for punishment than for the purpose of 
euring his disorder. To this end he caused him to be attended by his ablest 
phvsieians, and when convalq^nt, to bo conducted to h*s delightful palace of 
Beidguardo. On the subject m heresv, in order more fully to tranquillise his 
mim^ he had him examined by the Inquisitor at Ferraro, who aesured poor 
Tssso in the most aflectionate manner that he was both a good and foitbM 
CathoUe, and freely a|)solved him from all accusation. But iiotbin|r 
satisfy the phantasies he formed: the sentenoeof the Inquisitor hedeemed invalid, 
as the usual formalities had in bis case been unobserved ; and although* Alpbonao 
repeatedly deelared that he was weU assured of his fidelity, he still amldted 
hiituMlf with the idea that heJiad lost the favour of hie patron, whom be 
bicasaed with a variety of unneoessarv aseuranoee, petitions, and requeete. 
The Duke at last, either wearied out with his delusions, or willing to try the 
eflbet of rigour, forbade him to write either to himself or to the Oueheae of 
Urbina This circumstance increased in a tenfold degree his terror and agitation, 
A crowd of strange aVarms poasesaed hia and aaaurlng himself that he 
bad no longer any eertakity of safety in the Duke’e protection, he reoidvidio 
provide for his security by flight, wing advantm therefore of the first 
solitary moment afforded him, he on the 80th of Jufna Mfrom Ferraia, leaHleg 
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beliiad him all his maniiscripts and hooks. Eveadinff pursuit, hs seleoted la 
Us flight tha most soqnestecra paths; and haring^ neglect^ tb provids himself 
mh money, suffered a variety of hardships on iiis wuy.^ From this period we 
arOto Iwhoid the finest genius of Italy, a prey to frequent sorrow and diSOMOf 
Wfindorin^f from Oourt tooouH; and from city to city, his spleialid fancy darkened 
by dietress, his health destroyed by imprisonment, and hiifiiobJe heart devoured 
at once by the Agonies ofthopeless love and the restless ambition of literary 
glory,— an ol^ject now of th4 highest admiration, and now of the uneerest pity t 
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FAOIC QIB FUOHT FHOU FflBRaftA TO THM DBITH OF LBOWORA, 

‘ A.D. 1077— 15S1 ; «t. 33— 37. • • 

Ta 880 in a fiiw dsylr entered the territoriei of Kopies, with the Intentiqn of 
seeking an asylum at dorrento, with his sister Cornelia, who whs now become 
a widow, the mother of eereral engaging children. They had ncr^r met siitee 
childhood ; but having uniformly preserved a great affection for each other, 
Tasso had no reason to doubt of his lioiiig cordially receive^. The general 
mistrust, however, which he had recently imbibed, inspired him with the idea 
of putting her affection to the test, before he miulo himself knowl^ : changing 
garments therefore with a shepherd, he presented himself before her as a 
xufessenmr from her brother, with letters iliut stated him to be in imminent 
risk of ilia life. Alarmed at this intelligence, she eagerly inquired of him 
particulars; and so touching a picture did he draw of his misfortuues, that 
Lis sister fainted with excess of grief. Being now certain of her love^ and 
reproaching himself deeply for tiie pain he had caused her to suffer, he began 
«to comfort her affliction, and having liy degrees prepared her mind Ibr the 
event, diocovered himsoif to J]?r, anil found in her embraces and sisterly 
tenderness,.one of the sweetest consolations he hod lor a long time known. 

, Thus welcomed by Cornelia to her bequtifbl retreat, with the most lovely 
and sublime scenery constantly before him, the object of tbe tenderest 
solicitudes and cores, Ta.^8o soon ex^rionced a sensihie improvement both in 
health and spirits. But in proportioti ns the melancholy humour dissipated, 
which had led him do indulge so many applyhensions, arose the suspicion 
that ho had left Ferrara on too light grounds ^^and passing quickly, as was 
‘ but too much his practice, from one extreme of conduct tu the other, he aonld 
not tefraia hrom writing to the Buka and the Princesses to be restor^ into 
theif wonted favour. His opplications were noticed by none but Leonora, and 
Arom her reply he oufflciently perceived tlmt it wa% not in her power to 
befriend him. BeeUess now, and perfectly mnhgupy, lie took the resolutkm to 
and resign his life into the hands of the Bake ; and no sooner was he 
‘ convalescent from a dangerous sickness with which he had been attacked, thsm 
he depMt^ fri>m Sorrento to exeeufi) Ifis design, though contrary to the urgent 
adviee 'andentreaM of his sister. ^ 

Arrivsri at. Borne, Tosso alighted at tlie house of his agent, who, as well aa 
ifemme ambasmor, received him kiodly, and wrote to Alpbunso in his 
,'To Seit»io Oonskgis anddhe Cardinal Albano, }tis equally firm friend, 
it did Aot jBMin ci^pedient that lie should retmm to Ferrara, even although 
Ke'WA^ invited; they advised him to rept convent*with an assniauce of the 
' ]>a1te*aforfflVMesB, mid tbe reriitntlon of his pliers and efibetSr Tasso, how- 
6V^; ddintiDhbd his sollcitatioiu^ and iviistlipr uneasy at tlie fmltlassness of his 



applications, or from a motive yet more Btronc. aeoame eager to return to 
Iwara, atimulated, as Maiiflo imagioes, by^tba letters of Leonora. The 
l)ttk^ after a lime, epnsented to reeoive him again into his service } but si^ 
nifiod, thftt it WAS fint BeceM^ for him to reooflmiBO, in the meland^y 
hnmoar with whish he was afBioted, tlie source of aS Ms fears and suspicions, 
and that ho oraBt41rmly resolve to allow it to he etured by the physicians; he 
would not, he said, blamd him for his past ezprasions and oonoeits, hut if. 
when he came back, he did not afthmit to the pfeaeriptioos of his medical 
advisers, he should cause the poet to be ezpellM from his Stated with an 
injunction never to return. • 

Notwithstanding the coolness of this permission, Tasso submitted to every 
tkCng, promi^ every thing,* osid returned to Ferrara in company with the 
ambHMaaor. ' Hie first raseption wBs.oonrteons and kind, and for some time he 
had the same access to the Duke and his sisters as before , but whether his 
hopes wkre too hi^h, the frequency and the fervour of his attentions too 
tronhlcHoine, or the insinuations of bis foes revived to his pnjadice, he soon 
began to ipingine himself slighted; nor could he wholly restrain his impa* 
tience at the eircunistance of his writings being still withheld, which he was 
qbove all things desiring of receiving, to polieh and ourieet. For the purpose 
of rocoveving them, be frequently requested an audience of the rrinoesacs ; 
but the door, he intorms us, was elosM against him by the ottendants, some- 
times even with disibejicet. He had then recourse to the Duke himsolf, who, 
however, refused to see him. Thus ropulsed at all points, it is not to be won- 
* dered at tMt his putienco soon becanie exhausted; nor that, precluded ftom 
that pursuit of glory which was the roignin| passion of his soul, he should 
resolve to seek o surer asylum from mortification and inquietude, in the serrioe 
of some other lord. Aooordingly, after thirteen years of devotion, which 
merited a bettor I'ecompenso, he a second time quitted Ferrara, and bent his 
eouiw) on loot towards Mantua, hoping that its Duke, who bod so highly 
favoured hie father, would extend to Mm the like protection. The daughter of 
that 'prince, however, was on the point of becoming the second wife of 
Alphonso; so that, finding his prospocts at ^lanUo by no means promising, 
Tasso departed, first to Padua, and afterwards to Venice, having bmn oblige 
to sell, for tlio supply of his exigenoes, the collar of gold, anu ruby ring, 
which, in his happier hours, had been presented to him by the DuohesS a’ 
Urbino. At Venice, MatTeo Viniero, a patrician and man of ment, wrote in 
his flavour to the Grad’d Duke of Tuscany ; but before a roply could be received, 
Tasso, with one of his suddem decisions, quitted Venice}, and proceeded to the 
court of Urbiiio, where his person and misfortunes were well known, and where 
he met with the respect and sympathy most soothing to his wounded mind. 

It was not long, however, before his melanoboly returned on him with 
added force, and with his melanoboly his usual train of suspicions and 
imaginary dangers; so that, not deeming himself safe, even at the court of 
Urbino, he determined to have recourse to the protection of the Duke of Savoy ; . 
he wrote to that pnnee a letter full of courtesy and elegance, and, without 
uttering a word of his intention, withdrew ftom Urbino, and turned his itepa 
towards Piedmont. On the read to VerCelli, arriving towards evening on the 
banks of the Sesia, hcfound the river so swollen, that tlhe ferryman absolutely 
refused to venture over. A storm eotue on, and Tssso would have remained in 
a very forlorn condition, had not a young gentleman whom he encountered, 
ofihrod Mm the hospitality of a neighbouring manstoa, where, introduedng 
him to his tothef, a man of pleaeing and venenble appeanmCOi Jbe mu 
entertained with the ufmosi liber|dity,ln a style of perfeet eteganee^ Tsiio 
had deolined revealing his name; but when, after the ehrChlatton of wince and 
fruits, their eonvarsa&on beeama leas reearved, when paaibg from one suljeeti 
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to anotlier, they at lengrth disooQTsed on tlie eeonbmy of a^nltnre; our poet 
displayed so muoh leurning, and especially«spoke in so sablime a manner of 
Uie creation of the world, and the sun’s motions, that bis estimable host hogan 
to mie upon liim with greater attention, and after a pauhe to say, ** that sow 

he hnew he had entertained a more illnstriuiw gnest tnnn he^ had at first rap-^ 
posed ; and that he was perhaps the person of whom some samoip had spam 
in those parts, nfho, fallen into misfortunes by somedmman error,' was as much 
deeerring of pardon, fromHlie nature of bin offence, as h'e was in other respecta 
worthy of odiniration and renown.” Nothing can exceed the beauW and 
repose of the picture which Tasso has drawn in hia ” Dialogue of the Father 
of a Family,” of the whole romantic incident But gnueful as the cordiality 
of hia host must have been, and ^ ^ ^ 

**Tn a strange land, * 

Such thtngSi however tiiiiiiig, reach the heart/*-- 

the gfracefnl intimation tlmt he stood discovered by hia talents, must have 
been dear iifdeed to onr poet, and have given, as he sate . . 

*VMmiTlng, llatenlDg, quaffing gramolata,** 

additional rest to the delightful entertainment. lie remained a night with' the 
good old father and his family, and next morning oontinned his Journey. His 
money was exhausted ; and he was, he tells ui, compelled to wadfe on foot, 
through mire and water, till he reached Turin. At tlie gates of Turin, from 
an idea nf his insanity, and from his having no passport t6 p^duce, m was 
repnlsed by the guards, and in great embarrassment, till relieved by aooidontiilly 
meeting with Ingegneri, a man of letters with whom ho had been 'familiar at 
Yenioe, who conducted him to the palace of the Marquis Philip of Bste. 
This nobleman had known Tasso in his happier days at the court or Ferrara; 
he could not, without extreme pity, behold the state to which he was reduced ; 
he received him with kindness, lodged him comfortably, and bountifully 
supplied all his wants. Thns* hospitably entertained, and presented to Charles 
c Emanuel, the ^ince of Piedmont, who wished to receive him into bis service, 
i^ith the promise of every advantegc that he had formerly eigoyed, Tasso once 
more beg!m to respire from his ammtions. Could he have l^n. satisfied with 
accepting thl^proposals of the Prince, or have even been willing to continue under 
tbemild protection of the Marquiot of Est^, he might have passed ^is future 
days, pernaps in happiness and peace, bat certainly exempt- from many of 
those calamities which afterwards befel him. But that unhappy restlessness 
of mind, which, whether it arose from melf^oholy, love, or sorrow, was 
always exerting on eVil influence on his fortunes, prevented thia desirable 
event The remembrance of Ferrara, and bis stibng attadiment to the I^ke 
Alphonso, to say nothing of Leonon, joined to a vehement desire to repossess 
his mannaeripta, began to distract him more powerfully than ever. Itus 
resflesB and uneasy, he appealed once more to the efforta of hia faithful friend, ‘ 
.the Cardinal Albano, who, making applicaliop to Abe Dom, on the promising 
oooasioB of his marriage, obtained a favourable answer, and Tasso eagerly 
solidited of the Marquis permisaion to depart. But thia the prudent noble* 
man, whether he was not fully persimded of Alphonso’s friendly disposition 
to the poet, or whether he believed that Tasso’s state of*mind was not such oa 
to permit hia presence at the festivities without some disturbance, hesitated for 
a while to give,— counselling him, in the most affectionate manner, to wait at 
least tUl spring, when he himself should be goipg to Ferrara, to compliment 
Alphonso on & nuptials. It woifld have been well had Tasso listened to this 
diaereet adrioe; no amment however, mid conquer the obetinaey of hia 
reA>lut{oit, and taking Mi?e of the Mwqnia, he set out directly for Fenara. 
Never fin fiction that more strongly resembled an impnlBe of fatality. 
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He arriyed at Verrara in March, '1570, the day before that on wbirh the 
new oonaort wafexpeoted. Btery one was ooocpied in proparadone tor her 
reception; no one had leianre to annonnce his amval; whilst the ininistera of 
i^bonao and the geiftlemen of the court, from whom hd had expected ^ 
afi^ionate welconm, treated him with careless indilTerence, if not with rude 
O0S[l66t» Under tljio heayj duwppointment, surroanded by ^aeenec in utter 
diwonanoe with his fBelini|;e, without eren a fixed ajMiiment, Hcekingf in TBin 
thronffh that vast palach mr a place «where he might at least indulge repose,— 
exclimed, after the festival was over, from the presence of the Duke and of 
his sisters, neglected, m he thought, by his friends, derided by his .enemies, 
and the casual sport of insolent domestics, the unhappy Tasso found his 
padenoe sink under the trial; iiv^a fit of anger he gave a loose to his indig- 
nntioa, add phblifily breaking out ipto the keenest invectives against the 
If onse of Bste, cnrsed the years he had lost in their ungrateful servioe, and 
retraetod all the praises he had lavished on them in his verses. The Duke, 
early ipiough apprised of his iigurious expressions, withont eonsidoring 
whether .he pad givdh Any just occasion for them, gave orders for the poet to 
be conducted to the hospital of Bt. Anne, an asylum fc& Innaties and sick 
people of poor condition, where he was at once ploM under strict guard, and 
treated as a pauper and a madman. 

Nothing could exceed poor Tasso’s consternation at this new stroke of 
misfortune. He remaineil for several days in a state of stupor, and when he 
recovered from iJhe rever caused by the indignity, it was to bewail his condition 
thus pathotieally in a letter to Qonsaga. Ah wretched me! 1 hud expected 
to close xny Mfe with glory and renown ; bat now, oppressed by the burden of 
BO many calamities, 1 have lost every prospect of reputation and honour. 
Indeed, I should consider myself as sufficiently happy, if, withont suspicion, I 
could quench the thirst with which 1 am continually tormented; and u, as ono 
of the vulgar, I could lead a life of liberty in some poor cottage, if not healthy, 
(which 1 can no longer be,) at least free from this anguish. If I were not 
honoufodj it would oo sulllcient for me not to bo abominated; and if 1 could ^ 
not live after the manner of mea. I would pt leAst quench the thirst that 
consumes mo, likeAho brutes, which freely drink from stream and fountain. 
Nor do I fesr HO much the vastness, ps the duration of this calamity, and the 
thought of this torments me horribly, espedijily as in such a sitnaUon I era 
leither write nor study. The fear too, of perpetual imprisonment increases 
ny melancholy, and thd sonnlor of beard, my hair, and habit, exceedingly 
annoy me. But, above all, I mn afflicted by solitude, my cruel and natum 
enemy ; which even in my beef state, was sometimes so tormenting, that often, 
at thp most unreasonable hours, I have gone in search of company,” The 
Prior of the Hospital was named Agostino Mosti, a Ferratese of nome birth 
and a man of letters. Some sympathy and kindness might have beeQ 
Naturally expected from him, but from a native moroseness of dispoaitioii, 
from literary envy, or the oemmami of his superior, his treatment of .the poet 
was, on tlie contrary, ruthless and severe. The affectionate behavlonr, ho|r« 
ever, of his nephew Oiulio was some compensation for the ernrity of & 
uncle. ^ This excellent youth, arabitiomroTTaBso’s conversation, paAed whole 
hemrs in fab cell, listenilig with delight to the recitation of his verses, Wfitinjg 
others to bis dictation, and endeavouring by a thousand ways to mHlgAtp hw 
sorrows. His kindness made a deep impression on Torquato’s heart, he 
speaks of him warmly in manybof his letten^r-eddrecses him affeetimiaw ^ 
bis v<^; and a number of our poet’s oompositions at this period, oopied out 
and thus preserved to posterity, remain as an honourable rad enduring ree^ 
ef this young man's benevolence and goo<lness. 

Tasso, not long after his iniprisoiimeiit, nppcaled to themerqy of Alpbonoe 


XXTl 


UFE OT TikflSO. 


in a canBone of beantr^ couched in* (erm^^eo teapoetfal and pnthctic. ns 
ttttst have movW| it might 4)e thought^ the leverest boeom to relent. It 
commencee thus:— 

e TO THE DUKE OF FERRARA. * 

O mnffnanimo Jtglio. 

iO glorloue prince, magnanlmeiu tncrc|M *' 

Of great Altidce^* whose paternal worth . 

Thou dost transcend ! to thfih who In swocd peace 
From troublotu exile to thy royal hearth , 

Roccived’at me^erst'-again, yet once again, 

1 turn, and faint from my deep cell, my knee, 

Heart, soul, and weeping eyes incline; to thee 

My lips. long eilent, 1 unclose frf pain, % , 

. And nnto thee, but not ofr thee, complaifi. ' 

Turn thy mild eyes, and see, where a vile crowd 
Throng>»where the pauper pines, the sick man nnmns, ' * 

See where, with death on his shrunk cheeks, aloud , 

Thy once-lored servant groans; * * 

^ thousand sorrows wmng, his eyes 
Grown dim and hollow, his weak limbs devoid 
Of vital humour, wasting, and annoyed 
By dirt and darkness, he ignobly Ites, ^ 

Envying the sordid lot of those,— to whom 
The pity comes which cheers their painhil doom. 

Pity is spent, and courtesy to mo ' <> 

Grown a dead sound, if in thy noble breast * . 

They spring not : what llllniitsble sea « 

Of evil rushiM on my soul distrest I 
What Joy for Tusso now remains f alas I 
The stars In heaven, the nobles of the earth 
Arc sworn against iny peace; and all tliut pose, 

War with tlie strains <to which iny harp gives birth; 

Whilst 1 to all tho angry host make plea 
In vain for mercy, most of all to lliot*. 1 

^ ««»«•* 

The heart of Alphotiso^was (owever impregnable to tho appeal, and Tasso 
inanotliez^^noblc o«io hud recourse io the rriniwsaes, who^o pity he invoked, 
ii| the aame of their own motigir, who »had known, herself, if not the like 
horrors, the like solitude of iinprisopinent, and biltonrosa of muI. 

TO THE PRINCESSES OF FERRWUIA. 
i OJiglie di RmaHtik, 

Daughters of lom Ren^e, give eark to vou 
1 talk, in whom blrtli, beauty, sense refined, 

Virtue, gentility, and glory true 
Are la such perfect harmony combined ; 

, To you my narrows I unlbld— a scroll 
Of bitterness— my wrongs, ny ffrlefB,my ibara, 

Part of my talo~-I cannot toll the whole. 

But by rebollioui tears I 
I will recal you to yourselves, renew 
Memory of me, vonr Courtesies, 3Foar srolla 
Of gracious kindness, and (vowed all to yfio) 

My post deliglitihl years;— 
what then 1 was, what am ; what, woe the whBat 
7 um reduced to hog; from whence; what star 
Gutdedme hither g who with holfaud bar. 

Confines^ and who, when t for freedom grieve^ 
dfrpmisad mehope^ yet stfll^thathope dbcelvod] 

' w Dttkfe of Ferrara. 
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These 1 call hack to you, O slips dirlne 
Of glorloits demlgodfrand kint^ ! hnd U 
My words are week and few, the tears whidi grief 
Wrings oat, are eloquent enoDgh ; I pine 
For my lored lutes, lyrps, laurels : for the shine 
Of suns, for my dear studies, sports, my iate 
. ' So elegant delights, mirth, music, wlno; 

Fiassas, palaces, where late 1 sats^ « 

Now the loved serradit, now the social trieud,^ 

For health deatroyed, for Iteodom at an eud, 

The gloom—the Bolitud&>-tho' eternal grat^ 

And fbr the laws tU Charities provide, 

Oh, agony I to me denied*! denied I 
w ^ From iiiy swee' brotherhood of men, alas, 

Who shuts me out I — ■ ■ 

• o « a • 

* itftiimgli no notice sceois to have been taken to the poet himself of this 
most touching it cannot be suppo^ that the two slJters read it 

w;^thont commiseration, and an earnest desire to mitigate the harshness of 
thc^r brother's treatment But great as their influencw was with him, the 
ipsentment which he cherished was of a naluyo not to he appeased. In vain 
ttm Bmpoi^tr Itodolpli and the Cardinal Albert of Austria, his brother, in vain 
tho Prince of Mantua, brother of the new Duchess, interceded in Taaso’s 
behalf. Tt wa^ the Duke's reply to ail, that bis purpose in confining him, 
was only to ben^ and ouro nim ; and tliat wnonover he might become 
* convaleseeip, he should be sat at liberty. Thus disappointed on all bands, 
and with the prospect before him of perpetual captivity, the unhappy object 
of hia merciless prescription sank into a state of the deepest melanohuly. 

Nor do 1 lament," says he, that my heart is deluged with almost constant 
misery ; that my head is always heavy, and often poinful ; that xny sight and 
hearing are much impaired : and that all my frame is become spare and 
meagre; but passing all these with a short sigli, what I would bewail is tho 
inftriBity of my mind. . . « • . My mind sleeps, not thinks ; mv fancy i« 
chill, and forms no pictures; mv negligent ^nses will no lon^ furnish Iho 
images of things*; my hand is sluggiah in writing, and my pen q^ms as if it 
shrunk Dom the office; I feel as if f were cluuned in all mv operations, and as 
if I were ovorooiae by an unwonted numbness and oppressive stupor." 

llis power Of composition at length returned, though slowly, and towards 
the couclusiun of the year 1580, in a letter to Gonssga, he desoribeB himself as 
having recovered in a great tasasuro from his languor. « 

A new source of i^ef, I'owcver, oocurred to disturb his growing tran- 
quillity. Ten cantos of his ^^Qernsalerome " made their appearance at Venice, 
full of errors and mutilations, after a very imperfectoopy in possession the 
Duke of Tuscany, pirated by Celio Malaspina, who dedicating the edition to a 
senator of Venice, obtained the privilege of the republic for its publieatiou. 
If Tasso thought that his poem in its bust state was still imperfsot, what most 
have been his regret and indignation at the sight of it thus mangled I Ho 
complained to the Senate of Venioe« and to that of the Grand Duke; but the 
iqjury was done; and when the first Ibullition of his wrath vfaa post, he 
endeavoured to lose ail remembronoc of the evil in more availabls pursuits. 
Besides bit dslightfdl Dialogue of the Father of a Family," which he now 
wrote, he collected together ml the fugitive pieces which be cemposed during 
the last two years, chiafiy in prison, and iasenbed them in a shov^ but etegm 
address, to the two Frinoesses. ** I dedicate," he says, to your tUastnovs 
Bzcellencies these verses, eomposed by me in these last yean of my unhappl- 
ness, that it may be seen that neither the malijniity of mea, nor fiie seventy 
of fortune, has the power to deprive me either cf the eease of your deserts, or 
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of the desire to honour and to Bwve yo!L . May you lire happy!" Th*^ 
l>ii^esB d’Urbino shewed herselr veiy sen^tile of this mark of his esteem ; hut 
Leonora was unfortunately far from being able to read mther the Torses or 
d^kiStion. She had bwn long labouring under the attacks of a serere 
maladyi and a few montlis more sufleed to carry her immaturely to the grave. 
She died with resignation and Ghrlaiian hope, Feb. 10, 1581, in the 44th year 
of her age. ' 

A letter is extant of Ta^’s to PanigaAtlo, a celebrated preacher at that 
time in Ferrara, written during her illness, in which he in treats him to kiss 
in his name the hand of Leonora, and to say Ihat ho prayed for her r^very. 
He offers also affectionately, if such should be her desire, to send for her 
amusement the productions of his Muse. Hor«>death affected hiir deeply. Tt 
has been too hastily eoncluded by Serassi; by Dr. Black, and all other writers 
on the subject, that because he added nothing toHhe voluminous effusions that 
were published on her death by the servile band of. rhymers round iRo cott],% 
he aeattered ^lo poetical flowers over the tomb of the ^inpess. Tliere*are'fA 
thousand reasons w^ the proud and noble mind of Two would scorn ip 
eompete in public wim these minions of a man who wronged him ; but let the 
reader peruse the following secret tributes, so applicable to the situation of 
both pities, and judge for himself whether the long-loved Leonora passefl 
away from earth, without some ** melodious tears" from the lute of her 
SdlDlMFe 

OK THE DEATH OF A BEAUTIFUL LADY. 

“ iFoA tool fMi vaffa davma^ 

Ne'er did the thirsty hart so fly, 

When Aery summer scorched Its frome. 

To the cold water^brooks, as I, 

Unhappy 1 to the ardent Aame. 

And art thon gone, my gentle star ? 

Oh suns \> oh skies! oh ye, my sweet 
« Familiar customs ! the worm war 

^ 1 used |o wage, e’en In the heat 

Of her coy che^> and colouring brow ! 

^ So rosy then, so icy now I 

the following is perhaps yvt more noequivocol. 

ON THE DEATH OF A BEA'TTIFUL LADY. 

La btUafiammn^ che »»' ardeta il core! 

Jhve l€ iU€/aviUe :o nrbo e t jio." 

The Aaine that Inle my heart covsuroed, 

WHiose sparks I cherish end conceal, 

Is quenched on eartli, but reillumed 
In hcavea,..in radiant pmnp to wheel 
Amidst those other lights which there 
Perpetual bliss and glory share. , 

There I ladiold it beam with love 
When Night her salde curtain spreads. 

And scatters o'er the mead and grove 
Her hoary frostp—it shines and shed^^ 

I fed it Shed oronnd, a sweet 
Assurance of congenial heat. 

Sweet Flames hut now a lovely.Stsr ! 

If e'er you ruiikl, whilst here you stayed, 

My dubious footsteps near and far, , 

Oh, now that thou’rt immortal mode, 

From these wild rooks and billows darl^ 

Oitfde to calm r wt my weary barkl 
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Tho aMertioDs of Senusi tmleod <4 tUe whole enlidaot of the loveh of Toeio 
end Leonora, ere to be leoeiTod with the netaoet caution. Ledioitlnf ^ 
work to a Prinoesi of the same house,* it is his evident aiio ^ ffiim ^ 
fhmily of Bstd from Yhe imagined degradation of the world’s heliwlw a 
of Leonora’s rank could st^ to l^iiie enamoured of her brother’s pen** 
sioner; wliijst his* frequent representation of her as a temmle of chastity, 
would lead one to imagine that the world regarded her ae having engagra 
with Taaso in a eriminal intrigue, father than us ^ Saving indulged with him 
in the siiui)lo luxury of loving. The Abbe’s apparent sense of some necessity 
for discountenancing the idea of their mutual passion, has oven led him to 
suppress part of a letter from Tasso to one of his friends, in which the' poet 
avf)ws his lovp in the most nn'dhguised manner->an instance of disingennous- 
.nesa that 'must exeqse us from placing any reliance on his statements or views 
in this particular. A living writer on the question has well obeerved, <*that 
goratei BS|p)s tlirou|;liout to be labouring with a secret, or at least with a per- 
Buastop, which he u at a toss in what manner honcetly to eonCSal/’t His 
representationa would tend to the conclusion, that the love of Taaso for the 
Frinoess islittlo more than a popular fable; it may notVberefore be amiss to 
devote a few pages to the inquiry, and to support the positions already 
adyanced^^ by those (brther proofs which mav 1 m gathered from the poet’s 
writings, and the lucid arguments of Ginguene. 

In tliis inquiry, it will be wholly unnecessary to revert to a consideration 
of the throe Le^lioras in the talo.of Manso, or of the fabled and exploded kiss. 
Of the rorn.,'Sr, one is proved to have been a misnomer; nor is there any valid 
reason for ’supposing that Tasso’s attention to ganvitnli* the second, was more 
than a ineana to secure to him, in the jealous court of Ferrara, the oounten- 
ar I of so powerful a patron, or Uiati a mask to his love for the sister of 

dionso. To Leonora of Ifistd, he submitted all his compositions; and 
^oilst sonnets and cansoni are addressed to gen vital! in tho most un- 
lisguiscd manner, those to the Leonora of Ferrbra aro involved almost nni- 

* Maria Beatrice d’Bste, wife of the Archduke Fei’dlgaed of Austria. When I ilrsl^ 
read ScritHsi, I could not help suspecting that tiao love cf Tasso for Leonora was a 
theme suniewhitt distasteful to the feelings of this august personage. S^,nce the text 
was put to press, 1 have met witli an aijecdote whicll clearly shows this to have been 
the case, and J am now jn my mind perfectly mtisfled os to the cause of the good 
Abb(?s rSlke/KetAn this particular. The anecdote is a curious one, and of too much 
importance to be left unrcc<iFded here. “ In tlio year ISlC.” says tho Count Stendhal, 
in his Life of Kosslni,” ** I was in one of the largest cities of Lombardy. Some rich 
amateurs, who had established a cidzens’ theatre there, splendlBy decorated, conceived 
tho idea of celebrating tho arrival within their walls of the Princess Beatrice d*Est6, 
the mother-in-law of the Fmperor Frauds, llicy caused an eotiraly new opera, both 
words and music, to be prepared in her honour, wliich is the greatest coiipUment that 
can I9e paid to any one in Italy. The poet founded tho opera on a comedy by Goldoni, 
called Torquato Tasso. The made was composed in a wedc; the pleee was put in 
rehearsal; everything ,iToceeded rapidly; when, on the very evening before the 
performance, the Princess's Chamberlain called on some of the distinguished cltlienB 
who intended to do themselves the honour of singing belbre her, and told them, {Ao. 
it UKM not very to reeah in the pruenet a prUum ^ the Htme ^ Et^ the 

name of Tano^ mm who had beh/aved so iU tb that illuttrknu/amily" The citUeni, 
like good subjects of the -nodem Ostrogoth, ramected the iUuatrlous lady's sentlblllty 
to the sabjec^ “ and the name of Lope de Vega was snhstltnted for that of Tasso I " 
The world is, doubtless, Axed in its opinion as to the individual who hod moat cause 
of complaint; but, passing such eonslderatlons, what I would infbr is, that a Prlnoew 
who could so ill endure the name of Tasso aa to ryoserlbe it in a caaUal enteitalnment, 
would be certain to exert her inAuence to have her aemplea gratlAed in a work of aa 
much Importance aa Serasd's, and on a question in which her pride of rank was ae 
Intimately concerned, before she gave ^rmiaslon tor the work to tte MIeeted to her* 

t Hobhouse. niuatratlona to the ith Oante of **Chllda Hendd.'’ 
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Ibrnily in a veil of stadied secrecj^ ia the true spirit of tfie following 
^Idreas: * 

''Ode, ffO thou forth In secret, born of love ^ 

And holyeeal to her wliite hand, and pray, 

I^ay her to hide thee 'twixt her bi-easta and fell, 

^ From Bight of heaven anu men I ** ■ • 

Sometimes, in the mghner of Petraroh, he eelebrAtos her under the dia- 
goise of Oba, Auha, and Auboaa; somenmea under an artificuil combination 
of w<irds which would connect into her name, as in his verses ** Oa a charming 
Mouth,*’ whieli thus conclude : • * 

JSe ferir hramif fcmdi al nego, teemU, 

£diii degno eor tite sgwLB OBOaa t 

• “ •t • 

AnH yet more clearly at the ilniah of thfo canzone written to her on his 
first arrival at Ferrara— “ * 

• £ U mid rime 

Che ton vili e m glette^ te non quanto ' 

iCoMteiUEi OKona eo ‘I bel nome simfo. 

And niy rhymes.. 

Worthless and poor, save inasmuch as abe^ 

Of her most holy and enchanting name^ 

Does them the iiokouk. , 

This eomposition, it may bo well to boar in mind, was ^i\ten many years 
before his ao(|iiaiutanoe with Uie Countoss of Beandiano. • • 

There are some remarkable expressions in tlio verses on the liame of bis 
ua,,iii which the same disguisotl echo is preserved. 

Pell/ OHUK tmulacro, ^ il noma vostro. 

Thy name is HoNonu‘s symbol, wholly fotr» 

Fit for au an^el llko thyself to bear; 

The swan, not siren's music forms its sound, 

The ciphers purple on a golden ground. 

Go, search oti high ft-om star to star to find 
The things most pleclous, shining, and refined. 

Bring gems firgin earth, bring pearls from the blue sea. 

Their various gloiigs shew aoznblned in thee. • * 

Whence be who named thee wk'hed to repftsent 
Thy ricli perfections and divlp .9 descent, 

As be who formed thoe, wlUi his mind pntfiued 
The Ideal Imag'j of celestUl Good^ 

And mou, nxnn wol,* form'st in soul andframe 
The living echo to that perfect name; 

Nor Is it beauty’s fault, if in the stir 

Of passion, men make love to it, and err. ^ 

f Theee proofb of strong affection are perhaps yet move eertoinW oonfirtned 
in A aonset and canzone dictated by Jealous, w^hen tills hand of Leonora was 
dsmandefi by a prince, of the duke, Eer brdther. Leonora, however, deelined 
th# olSsred honour, and it was after fifteen years of eonstandy that Tasso 
addreBBed,,avowed]y to her, the remarjtable lines in which he assum her that 
teagth of time has not in the least diminished* his offsatlon. 

TO LEOKQBA OF £ST£. 


. PenhS.ihqi<nu»ilvoltoAmorfnifttoeeri, 

Thonifii, prln^ Ssdy. Love sometimes appesn 
t9 mA wtUfrSteh in his smiling foce. 

3fy fifteen years of vroe, my fifteen years 
Of ilraitleassodig he cares not to efltaca. 


IDOL XIO. 



UFB OJf TABBO, 


And tho fi^nd heart whfch at thy worth whilore 
'Olowed, and has sitK^ neon moKt -Incm'Iy thine^ 

Tet In Its CHflket treasuros nirms more fafr 
Thanjffema or corals^ pcarts or porplob hne. 

Thl| would It whisper In a sigh so low, 

, 8g low, yet still so Audible and sweet, 

* As might induce the iciest heart to glow, » 

With the like amorow longulshmcnt and heat. 

But of thy s^es, its dclighthil wealth,' 

‘ So ivarieToue Is It now become, ■ 

As not to whi^r oP-tliem ev'ii by stealth, 

. Bat in itself to woo them and be dumb. 

Br. Black, inflncilficod by the representations of Berasai, finds a great oljec* 
tton to the,.reatity or fervour of Voshd’s love in the age of Leonora, whi^h was 
thirty, when tliey became acquainted ; as if the passion, in a youth of twefktj- 
one, were a nice dislingnisher of this difference of age;— as if itj very first 
operation inr the mind were not to break down every such harrier, whiim eool 
calculation might be disposed to roise, that the heart mav abandon itself at 
will to the delicious emotions of its new existence. “ But,’’ says Qiugfuend, as 
it were in veply to such futile reasoning, •* Leonora Waa still handsome, was 
intelli^iit, attached to poetry and the fine arts, fond of retirement, delicate 
in liealtli, and averse to the follies of the world. The effect of all these qualities 
jomliined, unor. a young ^oet full of sensibility, could easily efikee that of the 
inequality of ago; whilst the easy Acce*«s whiidi he obtained, the lively interest 
which he inspired, the intimacy induced by his i-eeitations, and the testimonies 
. of her admiration for his verses, might diskipato with no less ease the inequality 
] of rank. Tasso could not conceal from himself the boldness of his pretensions ; 
^^but at his age, penetrated, os every thing tends to make us believe, with an 
emotion as pure as the object tiiat excited it, and relying on this very purity 
;or biahope of success, if he dreaded the fate of roams and Phaeton, he reas- 
ired nimself by other examples which poetio fable presented to his imagina-^ ‘ 
v*, and which wrapt his heart in a pleasing Illusion. *AhI what can 
piDfr,’ be says, *ia a high enterprise, him who puis his oonfidenoe in 
\v)is*i,i)^kat cannot Love efiVtct, v hicU subdues the Oelestiols themselves? 
to see f the sphotos the chaste Diana, captivated with a mortal’s clianus; 
doubt lef^ tlie spherea the chaming boy of , Mount Ida.’ Such is the literal 
hfid w'pn of one of his Sonnets, which cau have neither another ofcject, nor 

) yUgan^y^^rore leaving Ferrara for France, with the Cardinal Luigi d’Bete, 

; laasb, as we have seen, mode a will, and left it in the hands of one of his 
trienas. In this, amongst other things devised, he says;— With regard to 
my oompositions, it is my wish that all my Love-sonnets and madrigals should 
be eollected and publishM ; but with regard to those, which, whetto shiatonr 
or not. I have written for mf friend, my request is that th^ he buried iritb 
myself, excepting thicKone only« 


Now that my dulcet Zephyr seeks to blew 
Through other woodlands, who would Unger here t 
Where the green vale grows gloomy* and the year 
Takes th^thlaelctmt of misery and of woe* ^ 

Here not one ray of Joy la seen to giow^ 

Lovo becomes rustic, Spd eoneoits with swalni, • 
Feeds the rude herds, nor In the noon dhjdalns , 

To tom tlie flinuw, or the mcad'to mow. ' 
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0 happy groTcs 1 blest plains f wherd bird and bmtet 
Ti'ees and mde^’ocks have ^sc to rate aright . 

The charming sound of her approaching foot ; 

What Influence now has not her dulcet Ugh^ 

Iff as she goes or stays, it makes erewhilo 
The city ^wn, and the dork forctst smile! • 

What is thefe in this sonnet to render Tasso so pecnlitirljr desSrons of its 
being preserved from oblivion ? We see y int it prints at the ccxnmenoement 
one of those disguisementa of name of which mention has ))een made 1 It 
mnat have been written on Tj^onora's de{>artiire for the country on some oeca- 
aion, or of her too long continuance there. 8Atno interesting ossooiation of 
this kind connected with it, can alone accoun]^ for his desire to have a com- 
position preserved, so inferior, in a poetical point of view, to IboHfl he wiA in 
the habit of composing.* • * * 

But wliat is most worthy of remark in thi^instninient, is the appenl^to the 
Princess with which it closes. **Shonld an impediment take in any of 
these inatftrs, I intreai Sig. Hercules to have rccourao to the favour of the 
most excellent Ma^im Ijeonora, wiiich, Jar the lave / bear beUtf she will 
liberally grant.'' Who but must clearly perceive in this appeal tliesfond 
pngect of a lover, to occupy, in case it were his fortune to perish in a distant 
country, the memory of her whose image was stamped upon his heart? 

A fresh ccmtiruiation of the conclusions which we draw from these varions 
proofs, is to be found in the beautiful portrait he has drawiLof the Princess, 
nnder tho name of Sophronia, in the second canto of his ^tGe^salemine/’ 
Every one recognised Leonora in that Virgin of mature age, £uU of high 
thoughts and principles sublime, whose beauty in her own eyes had no other 
vdlue than as it added to the lustre of her virtties, whose greatest merit was to ' 
hide her virtufNi in tho shade, ond to shim in this seclusion the praise and l 
admiration of men. Every one in Ferrara called up the image of Leonora^ 
in his description of Sophroi^ia'e walking through the streets of the city, veilw 
and with donnoast eyes, in a mniincr no less coy than graceful, with an ai| 
(which oxdtcd a doubt whether she would conceal or heighten her diormr i 
whether it were chance or art ttat so gnieefdlly disposed her g^nnonts. / | 

all did mihpiiy tho like attention to OH^do, her young IdVer,' who n* , 4 i 
sented as modest as Sophronia was boauti^a’, who feared much, hopoif JittW' " ^ 
presumed in nothing. Can it be doubled that Tasso, hi tho first tra^ / 
his passion, had wished in Olindo to represent hin^lfl that the* 
frequently crossed his fancy of. dying for the woman be adored, 
eagerly seised this occasion to express the dekircs which, in his q ^ 
he did not dare to avow I The Episode has Ix^n generally lookf 
fault in his fable ; all the frionds whom he consulted, considered i as 
every one insisted on its being cancelled; ho perceive, he acknowledged V« 
Iflmself to be a defect, yet steadily refused liis consent to the saoriflee: even 
the perfection of his poem, on which wereset all his Slopes of glory, yielded 
in this instance to an interest more dear. * 

•But the aflieeUon of Tasso for Jjeonora, ardent as it was, was suldeot to 
oeeasionaLineqnaUties and checks. » Wo have seen liim in company with the 
Dnebess d'Urbino, giving himself up dt Casteldumntejor severu months to a 
voand of agreeable pursuits, which presuppose between Leonora and himself 
some coolness. A letter, which be wrote to her at the time, bearing traoea on 
his side of a latent jemonay, fkvoiirs the supposition. “1 have not," he 

* Kbte^ that this sonnet was wi&en tome years before the srriral of Sanvltali at 
fhe court of Ferrara, which ooemred In 157& whilst Tassu’s journey to France t>ok 
^aoe InJtfTl. It could therdbre bear no rcibrence to her. 

' t **Fka ahob wio." 
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eornincTKMii, to your ^Ixcelkacy for so many inomhs, 

tiiffwt of mlijeet than wcmt of ineUnation^ ami tills will appear from too 
amallnesB of the CAiu« upon which 1 tafke oooasionHo do myself that honour. 1 
Btnd yonr Bxcellency a sonnet, os my usher to yonr memory^ for / think P 
rwolleet haviii{|r protnisod to send yon all my new eompositions. This sonnet h. a 
little resemblance to those beauHf)d 07ies tnkieh Isnpposepou are in the daily 
habit qf ^•eeeiving ; and indeed it is as poor in wit and ort, as Jfnyself am 
in ffood fortune. Jn my y/^esent states however^ it is inivussible for me to 
do better ; and 1 send it, as, wlicther fn^nl or bad, U rtUl qjf'eet what I desvr§. 
Do not think, Jiowovor, ihnt I have at present such vacancy of thoufrht, as to 
have in my lienrt any room for love ; it expresses not my own fcelhngs, (or 
perlmps it mi/rht not have been so bod), but was com posed at the request qfu 
poor .over^ who ^aioingf^ sonCe fime past quarrelled with his mistress^ eon 
hohl out no*longer^ hut is forced to capitulate^ and demand compassion. 
Noihins:„further remains for me tu say, except that the stay of Madam, your 
. sister, is rather protracted, than otherwise, sri that 1 believe she will not depart 
'for Fertfira before the Idth of this month. I most humbly kiss yoUr hands. 

* Front (Justcldi'ninte, tho 3rd of Pept. 1573.** 

" The following^ is n translation of tho sonnet. ^ 

, Sdegno^ debit guerritir, campione audau / ' 

4 *Bo]d in defiance, but in war most weak, 

, 'Wrath ! than hast bropght me with blunt arms to (See 

Love, who radiant shafts and glowing grace 
Standi to claim vengeance for injurious pique. 

'P.}' lance is snapt, pnk turns thy crimson cheek, 

At the first fanning of his golden wing; 

IVhut if thou walt’at till from the sounding string 
I'he arrow leaps ? rush fool, forgiveness seek! 

I cr 3 * you grace, 1 stretch the languid hand, 

PLy knees 1 bond, and naked lay tiiy breast : 

If fight you will, let pity for me stand, 

8ho will acquire me fame, or dcatli at least; 
e For If one tear flows, death will prove renown. 

And sad submission a triumphal crown 1 

This letter and sonnet contain important tfiscloanres. Berassi, who has 
puldislied the former, very justly conclndcs that the sonnets whioli ’'Leonora 
WHS in the habit of receiving, were thosd of Pig.iB and Qnarini. But it is eosy^ 
to see farther. Guarini, who always prided himself on rivalling Tasso^ was 
donbtloss tho one whose assiduities and verses had given him umbrage; he 
hnil wished to supplant him, hadf, met with resistance, was piqned, and in 
tills disposition had departed h)rOjnstcldurante with Lucretia. The enjoyments 
which he there met with, had fora time bc^ilod his thoughts; he haid passed 
several months without writing oven to Leonora ; but this onger he had in- 
dal^d was weakened, love regoioed its wonted asooodanoy; he eagerly 
dosnied to return, and sent os liis precursor this Sonnet, which possesses great 
interest, if snch were the state of aflhirs between them, but none, If it were 
otherwise. Ue surely did compose at that time verses much more woi^y, in 
a poetical point of view, to be sent to the Princess;* this fbbte, therefore, of 

* 1 think It highly probable that the following exqulBlte little lament wih written 
at this and on this occasion. 

Ltmge da eof, 5ea ndof 



Distant from thoe, my Love, I have, alas I 
Nor life, nor heert^T am not frliat I was; 
But a dim shadow, a lamenting sound, 

A vreepln^echo struck, from ribis round! 
It la thy gift, but such the agmiy 
That my soul sickens, and Xiong to Mel 
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the poofhoverH whom he pretends toneire ns an interpreter of his sentiment^ 
must he ropfanled ns an inrcotion devised to operate upon licr feeling:a in a like 
(imniner with the teetamenuiry appeal/ when he parted for Franco. **ln a 
word/' says Oinjirnen^, “ I rep^ard as one of liio elonr^t proofs of the passion 
d\ Tasso forliconorn, what the good Abbe Scrassi has given as n toBiimony, 
whid^ outjlii to end all doubts^ ot his itidllfercDce and ^Incss to her/' 

The evidence thus cited must be, I think, sutyeitMitly tondUisive; hut there 
is one other compositioi/addressed to L^norn of ICste, more benatiriil perhaps 
than all the rest, and n more peculiar iniportnnpe, from the admission it 
contains with reference to j,he verses lie addressed to other beauties. It is 
entitled in his “ llimo/* • * 

THE lintTFUL COU>NESS. 

AlloPt ehe ne* mjei tpiiii lukpitliML^ 

When the blest heat kvpw eold whloh thou, sweet Came! 

Shed'st in my eafflo spirit, 1 became * • 

r A hoarse dull bird of the* vale, tind life has been 
A wearying bui den or a worthless seem*. • 

Slno;'--I of love have nothing writ nor sung, 

Or If some ilittU s lia%*c escaped my tongue 
In truant sport, I <ift have fell disdain 
For thc.HttemidM, and thou no noble strain 
Hast heard, no lyric o'er to be roiioi^ nod, 

But fetddccnattcriiigs of a vacant sound. • 

1 am but a discordant lute, but like * • ; 

The' unvahuHl lyre which nil cbaucC'flngDrs strike; ^ 

Learned or iiiileanied, and which In vto'lous tones , * 1 

How lulMly inurninrs, and now }iui>h1y moans, 

• A nd ftreH alone in thy envhmtmfj name 

the dear Mnn ; and only vhm / f rtune 
My thoufjhte to Love^ illumined bp the fire 
Of thy bright eyes, doei love the tcorde inspire. 

How for Ijeonora corresponded to this ardent love, must ever remain an 
inscrutable mystery. We only know, that to wlrocvcr degree >^110 rSr|niteJ it, 
it was insuifleient to satisfy tw high ombitirm. “ flurc I am/* says the un- 
happy lu.m soon after his imprisomnent, in a letter to’Gons.ig.'i, wherein ha 
^escribes the horrors of his gnoX ** sure f .'in, that if she who lua^vorreaponiJcd 
so little to my attficliinent were to see mo in such n state, uiid in surli alHiction, 
she would liavosoino cum)»issiun on me !** This whs, however, written whilst 
lie WAS smarting under tlio recent iuflirtion of intblerulde wrong, — and has 
been suppressed by Sfinissi, because aom^ooiTeH{K>iidctK'e of attachment it 
distinctly proves. Little os it might seem poor Tasso nt this crisis, it was 
doubtless greater in reality than ho was aware of, it being the iwlicy, ond 
perhaps the prudence of woman, to conceal from the uspinint to hor hea|;tliio Aiil 
•strength of the emotions with which he may inspire her. But, .as Love burns 
necessarily out, without some ruy of hope, hWever slight, to enliven it, we may 
safely conclude that there wera many gmcimik tokens on lier part shewn from 
lime to time, to preserve in the soul of her admirer for ^eventecn > ears a passion 
fervent^ at first. Of this in l^is smaller poems there are I'nany scattered 
indiotttions, but in no instance is itf more ^inihle timn in the following short 
composition, which has to the fancy all the truili ot anecdote. 

THE AMOROUS ACCIDENT. 

Siava M^^onna ad un bnleon eoletta. 

Mv lady at a balcony alone 
t mo day was standing, ^cn 1 chiineed to .«ti‘etch 
ysy arm on hers : pardon I begged, if so 
\ nail offouded her; she sweetly answered. 
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•Not by the placing; of 4hy amn liast tlion 
I'lsplcaacd mo aught, but by withdrawing it 
I'd I remain offended I 0 fond worda r 
iVar little lorewords, ahort, but sweet, and courteoui 
Courteous as sweet, affectionate as courteous ! 

IT it were true and certain what f heard, 

1 sh^IL be always seeking not to' offend thee, 

• Repeating the great bliss : bul^ my sweet lUi^ 

By all my coj^rness therein, remember—^ 

Where there is no offence, there must be no^ 

No visiting of vengeance I 

A circumstance of this nature, bow long would it not remain engraven on 
a lover’s mind ; what hopes would it not roasonably excite, what fears not 
dissipate ; l^ow iHearly would it lifit speak to iiis heart of esrcetn and ri]iening 
nttaclimcnt! This fs^ not however by ^ny means the only proof cited of his 
La<ly ’ri grace. Those slight signs of emotion in the countenance or tlie lieiiavionr, 
trifling to all but a lover, but all-eloquent with him,— the graceful inclina- 
tion of the head, the sweet look that says, * 1 glow in the ilame,’'i:lie blush 
across the fiioe, the melancholy sigh, the joyous smile,”* gU were treasnrad 
up in%is bosom, and recorded in his versos. 

From the poet’s eriuincrnlinn, however, of his ntnorous troubles, no less 
tliiin from Ids frequent complniiits of his Lmily's seventy, I am ready to believe 
that Leonora might be .at all times on her gnard to prevent the testimonies 
of 'her ]icculiar eefecin from being remarked by the jealous court in which she 
lived, anti that she was often induced to cull up a passing frown, in order to 
Ijafilo observation, or to mitigate xiresumption. She must have been wellawaio 
of the precipice on which she stood in the indulgence of any marked par- 
' dity towards a dependent of her brother’s court, when she had refused the 




alothcr had been consigned on renouncing Catholicism, and Hually, Alpiionzo’s 
pride of rank, and bitter perseention of those wlio once in reality^ olTonded 
him. Tiieae remoinlirances, to say nothing of the prudential considerations 
suggested by womanly reserve, must have induced net with extreme 

caution in bestowing her encouragements, ifb to the imputed indifference 
which the Princess is supposed to have exhibited for the misfortunes wf Tasso, 
and the littl'o'effurt she imulo to obtain*his lilisrty, witli tlie conclusion which 
some would thence dediufo, that her heart was never interested in his behalf^ 
“ this,” observes Foscolo jwith great truth, *• is one of the negative nrgumonts 
founded on a hypothesis tiiat m^ be easily destroyed by a thousand others 
equally plausible. Was not the ftincosa anxious to avoid -dier own ruin? In 
taking too warm an interest foothe poet, diil she not risk destroying herself 
without saving iitm ? A poet who dared to love a princess of Kstd, and a 
princess who hud encouraged him, were, in the view of Italian stutesmeD, 
scandals which could not even be spoken by any, without rendering them guilty ' 
of high treuson.”f — But iffi what ground do these suppositions rest ? wimt prools 
are there that lioonora did not exertlior utmost iutliieuce to lighten liis calami- 
ties and terminate the horrors of his captivity ? Uis continuance in prison^ 
Nothing is more likely than tliat be whose imnd was rankling with re^ntment 
whose bosom wns proof ike to the pathetic i^peals of the poet and tlie en- 
treaties of sovercigTi princes, would turn a deaf ear oven to a sister's interces- 
sions. That she did intercede for liim is sufficiently clear from a remarkable 
expression in Ids Canzone to the Prinoesses. ** Chi mi guido,” he exclaim^ 
in allusion to Die star whose inHiienco had attracted him twice to Ferrar% iB 
despite of the urgent remonsj^rances of his friendSi 

♦ Rime. 

* On the Lvvic Pootiy of Tasso; Jf. Jfoe. ftnr Oct, 182S., p. 8V9. 
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** Om Iroio# • 

Chi mi gvidd — 

J^attof chi m' agtd^, chi mi eZtiM f 

« What star ,, 

Qaided mo hither? 

And who, alas, when I forfroedotn gilered, ' 

Promiaed me hope, yet stUl tliat hope decelvad?'’* ^ 

The whole tenor of the oomposiliona we have^ cited, all the freeumptiona 
of probability, and all tbe*argamonia of reason, concur to answer, Leonora. 

Tasso, bowsrer, the ever, sanguine, and ever disappointed Tasso, notwith- 
standing the ineftlcacv* of his appeals to. her tenderness and pity, seems to 
have long cherished the remembrance of her kindnesses and virtues; and it was 
doubtless on a review of their mutual aif^tion, after the poigpancy ef his 
affliction for her loss had been softened by time, that the following lines were 
written. 

THE MEMORY OF PAST. LOVE, 

Doke animtUa mia.f • ' 

My Hfc, iny dulcet little soul I oh when * 

Sliall I return to the deitr spot, or near it, 

tVhere wo were so conjoined, and so divided ? . 

But a fond glance of the cyr, a pleasant smile, * 

A courteous salutation^ a kind nod, 

Two blessed lovc>words, and two sij^hs, shall be 
f)f my so long, long sufferings the reward^- \ 

Or rather the fresh torturcs^—ties, bonds, chains,* * 

Toif hes and darts, and arrows, to transfix, ■ 

Bind, and inflame me still !! 


ClIAPTEll IV. 

7B0M THl DEATH UF LEOAOllA TO HIB OWN DECEASE. 

A.D. 1^81-1055 ; cct. 87—51. 

Tasso had now been two years in confinement, wjith no farther mitigation of 
the calamity, than the removal, a few months before Leonora’s death, to a 
somewhat more comfortable apartment, wliero, to use his own oxpi^ssion, he 
could philosophise •and walk about. Ilia ffirmor dungeon had been terrible 
enough, situated as it was below the ground «floor of the hospital, damp, and 
dimly lit firom above by a grated window from a small yard, about nine paoes 
long, between five and sU wide, and about seven to the roof, wtdeh was 
*^ttlted,$ It was from this dreadful cell that he addressed to Alphonsoand 
the two princesses the pathetic Odes which have bobn quoted, and which, for 
the honbur of humanity, I am willing to liope had some effect in producing the 
ikMirable change. To the greater commodiousness which this new epi^ment 
. possessed in sw over the formei> may bo added tliat of admitting from, its 
wiaddwon high theolieerful sunshfno and* fresh sir. The fullowiDg verses 

* 1 should perhaps have said efflcaoy," since It is by no means improbable 
that Tesso's reihovsl to a more comfortable ceil was the result of her intereenions. 

t It has been ont of my powers make roomdbr tbe originals of all the verses I 
havetnmslated: bnt having given the commencing llnet, 1 invite the Italian reader 
. to aii attentive perasol of them^ . ,, « 

t Such Is the daseiipUon of the oeU shewn to tlia day as the spot of Tosio^ 
imnrlsoament. 
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lo AlphonflO present a potnre of* life feelings, ehortly after Lib reaiov»L. 

iMtbw* • * 

TO THE DUKE OF FERKARA. 

* Meno^titolidonrapidaaggira. 

Heflike a new Txlon, the swift wheel 
. 'Of fortune whirls aronnd, end, hiffh or low, 

Exaspcrates%vermore my ; for oh, 

With looks upraised tt the high bars tUht seal 
My bounded sight* through which the Sunbeams steal, 

* And glad from rustling leaves the breezes blow, 

1 have burne<t laiig4i«shed, prayed In songs of woe, 

Yet still no mll^ concession has the' ap]ieal 
•Won from thy wiath! now, In this den profound. 

My pgngs and undent ii\plady arc grown 
fflmrper than ax‘.:s on the whetstone ground. 

Change then, 0 great Aiphonso, not alone 
My cell, but doom ; and if the Pates decree 
* This revolution, let me move round thee ! 

To this application no answer was returned, and it wasidoubtlosB under the 
indignation excited by such neglect, that he composed his sublimo appeal 
TO THE SPIRIT OF HERCULES IT. DUKE OF FERRARA. 

^Ima yramlti lo so, eikt miri, 

‘ 'Spirit celestiul! n ell 1 know 

Tliou niavkSt the ilgourof thy race^ 

Who ill unwonted modes of woe 
Turn from me, with dlsdulnful face. 

Their angry frowns, my tuncfhl teai-s 
Thy wunii regards, I know, have won; 

From thy blest scat above the spheres, 

The wandering stara and glorious sun^— 

Mlnistraiit to thy loved behestsi 
Coiniuund some messenger to fly, 

And breathe in their losoutfUl breasts 
, The breath of warm humanity. 

Sound in tJic* Oppressor's heart, " Why so 
Degenerate groB^n, my An, from 
Sh.Tinlng his worth, whose love below 
Bpfiueathcd sucli diguity to thee f 
^ Thou mild ? iAou Just f to truth f to right f 
To lleaveifB own voice, iiOurlous man I 
Wilt thou be ever deaf, aud slight 
The niusTc of thy murmuring Swan f ’* 

The apathy of Alponso rendered othera callous to the poet’s oloims for pity, 
and encouraged several to repeat the piracy of Malaspina. Ingegneri was the 
first of these. He waB, it is said, desirous of vindicating Lis friend’s glory, , 
endangered by Malaspinu’s inatilflted edition, and for this purpose transcribed 
an authenticated copy, of which he publislied at the same time two impressione, 
the one at Gasalmaggionc, the other at Varma,* and dedicating t|m botL to 
Charles Biomanuel, Disko of Savoy , became both patronised by this prinoo, and 
enriched by the speculatioii. There is nothing to induce us to believe thatTiMSo 
was at all iho gainer by this ** vindication of his glory : ” we only know that the 
two editions were sold in a ievr days ; that Malaspina, surpassed by Inf^egneri, 
aarpassed him in his turn, in giving a newfliltion after a more complete Gopy,t 
and in shortly after renewing the edUion, which he managed to make yet more 

* Tbr link n 4to, ^ aeeon in 

t Venetia, 1581, 4to* 
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correct end profitable,* withont even (fbneulAng the author concomin^r it 
finally, a young Ferrareee attached to the court, and one of Tasso's intimate 
%cquaintanccs, undertook to publish a now edition of the Gernsalcmme/* 
superior to all that had hitherto appeared. Febo Bonift, tins new editor* hod 
the advantago of consulting the original xnonuscript, as ^ell as the autlior 
himself, and his edition made its appearance at Ferrara, daidica4ed to the Duke 
Alphoneo, and*waB presented ezpressk to that Prince in the name of the 
ur.hnppy author. But thb haste with whibh it had boCn prepared for the press 
Laving been the means of 'introducing several errors, the same person imme- 
diately produced another impression, -*tho first, •aecorriing to Fontanini, that 
could be regarded as correct. Bren ibis wds surpassed, throe montlis after, hy 
the Parma edition, in which the ^^Gerusalemgi^ljiherata" appeared us it'iow 
remains, and which serred us a model ^o all eiit sequent q|ilitora.t Thus in the 
course of a single year, seven editions had cnade their appearance; one of 
which, wo know, from Ingegncri's adini:t£>ion, was to the extefit of 1800 
('Opies, aiij some of the others were ]irobal)ly equally numerous. • In the 
Ibllowing year six more editions saw the light, and, in short, the ^diligence of 
the printers could aS.urcc1y keep pace with the n\idity of the public. « 

In tlie midst of tbia groat glory, whilst all Italy rang with praises of Ids 
poem, and whilst the editors and booksellers were enriching tlien^M^lves with 
tlie fruit of Ids long years of labour, poor Tasso was languishing in cruel 
captivity, neglected by the Prince who should liave protected his interests, 
persecuted in a hundred petty ways by his inhuman gaolei^.destitnte of the 
most necessary comforts, reduced to beg, during the vintage wlfieh enlivened 
all Ferrara, fora small supply of wine, not so much to fill his* heart with 
gladucss, as to deaden the weight of his ailliction. The Sonnet in wbioh ho 
makes this request is no less beautiful as a composition, than interesting as a 
biographical document. 

TO THE DUKE ALPIIONSO. 

Col giro omai delle stagumi etemo. 

Now in tlic Sejvsdns’ ceaseless round, the Earth 
Pouis fortli Its fVn^^s; the elm sustains with pride 
The ripo productions of his fr uitful bride, ' 

To wliom the smiling suns of spring gave birth : , > 

In luxury now, us though disiiHiiiiug deartl}, 

Bursts the black grape; its Juice anibrosiaf flows; 

Wherefore so tardy to console iny woes t ^ 

Tlie rich ralcruian sparkles in its mirth ! 

This w,lth its generous jnico the i^tncrous filLi 
With Joy, and luma my Lord’s dark cants to bilis 
Not so with mine ; but o’er my various ills 
It pours tliC dews of sweet forgetfulness, 

Indueiiig blest repose; ah, let mo find • 

• This slight relief, this I*et)io of the mind 1 

. Tasso, however, fblt less the privation ^ such j^ninl comforts than the 
wrongs inflicted on him by the various editions of his works. 1 have been 
wronged,” says he, in his letters, **or rather oppressed, os every body knows, 
thouA no sne will acknowledge it. fFJys oppression, too, is of that sort which 
weighs the heaviest, 1 mean in my studies, and the frtits of roy labours. Of 
my * Godfrey * alone, more than 8000 ducats have been already made, as 1 am 
credibly informed.. . .Febo is very avaricious; after having published my book, 
he feasts in Paris among dames an j knights, without giving me any share of the 

* Venetia,1582;ln4to. , 

t The edition of Ifantua In 1684, printeA after corrections bv Setpio Gonxsga 
mar be soerlfled as an excellent oue ; Sersssi thinks it the best The Parma edittou 
wweter, excels It In some respecu. 
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profit, altlioM^rh he engaged t6 do se bj & written note. Hod I allowed my 
iH)em to lj« printed three years ago, 1 ahoutd have gained at least many 
hundred scadi, and indeed, fur this purpose lOuO soudi were offered mo by oee 
of the lords of Urtte..v.l nm with the booksellers the good Tasso, the dear 
Tasso, the darling J'asso, and, in fact, the assassinated Tasso; but 1 urn resolved 
that tilings shall giiUarwurd in a different manner.*' 8(iut out, however, by the 
iiolts of his prison from all^vailablu interference, booksellers smiled at his 
throats, and continued their golden fpeculaiions. * 

** But though Tasso,** says l)r. Black, derived no immediate emolument 
from his poem, the publication of the work appears to have been of use to 
liiui. Ills reputation, till now liafl been ratlior a eDnuessiun than a right, and 
evey those wh<| had cxamiDod*hif) i>ocin couhi not lie certain of tlie extent, nur 
pcrhu]«s of tho justice of*tlieir approbation, without the concurrence of that 
very public whose opinions Lhey directed. One of the causes of Alphpnso's 
suspietunB'was removed by the publication of tho ** (Tcrusaleinme,** and, os its 
author ^'as viewed by the public witli greater respect, he was treat&l in the 
hospital wi^i more attention.'* tioine additional chambers were resigned for 
his 1 ^ 0 , on the urgent solicitation ol his old and dear fridfld, l5eipio Gonzaga. 
lie received, too, several iigroeablo attentions, which relieved the monotonous 
sadness of^his solitary celU The Iluehcss d'U rhino sent one of her gentlemen 
to salute him in her name, and promised him that it sliould nut bo long before 
he obtained his frcitdinn. Jhm hVrranto Gunzagn, Lord of Giiastaila, a great 
iidiiiircr of his poetry, sent linn n present of fifty scudi; and the beautiful 
^Ldi'lisa of ifstts cousin to the Ihiko, and Princess of Masaa and Carrara, 
deiiiaiideil fiermiosiun to conduct him fur an entire day to her country-seat, 
whore, amongst other ladies o-elcbrutcd for their genius and beauty, he again 
met tho poetess, Tnrquinia Molza. lint the entire your rolled round without 
any change of tlio nature he most ardently desired ; and, sick with tho pangs 
of disappointed hope, he thus writes:—* 

TO SCIPIO GONZAGA. 

!inpio^pittat6 i imrtQf cd e bmffUa. 

,iMty Is de.id, or luinislied, O iny^ieud, 

Fium priucol> broasts, and in the hea\enly spheres • 

• W il.'i lost Astnra dwells, or to yioir ms 

My uioivMifnl <.Tlo.^ and clamours would ascend! 

Shall then tlie ]>roinisi'S which Kings extend. 

My liberty's best pledge, be laughed to scorn? 

And the sharp psugs with which my heart Is torn 
’T\\ ixt dead and dying, never have an end ? • ^ 

Sec me, a breathing corse, alive ciiCunibcd! 

These dens iiiielo.su but to let out their dead; 

(i gods ! if skill, If genius, love illumed 
By holy honour, and If faith uiifled 
Deserve reward or pardon, grant my prayer 
Be no dma.sloii^nor j^sporsed in air. 

The principal event which happened relative to him, in tho vear 15d2,;yas 
the publication of his ** JUiue,** oorroeted by Uuarini, who, Blthough by no 
weans on good terms^witli our poet^ aainired his talents, and* pitied his 
misfortiuieib 

Whilst his health allowed of the exertion, the studies of Tasso were inter- 
rupted only by the visits of learned men, attruclod to his cell by the fame of 
bis writings, — or by letters from Naples, ifrom Koine, and other ^rlndpal 
cities, charged with* attestations of the eifecl which his poem continued to 
produee, or, liimlly, by jiroimses of eniarjgem^iity reiterated from time to 
time, hut whereof tlie fulfilment was ever distant. 

Tho year passed over in like inuuner; but at length the solioitations 
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of Cardinnl ^Ibano, the T>ni*.b^ of MaoW} and other persotiypros m hi^h 
?i)ni!ideration witi the Dukot^eenme bo* preseiii^, that one day be caiieM 
Thrqauto to be eent for, and^ In the preBence of several French and Italian 
clicealiers, spoke to hiui with eoartesy, and positively pitlmised him his liberty 
ill a short time. Meanwhile iio ordered his confinement to ^ Jess limited, and 
permitted him occnsionally to go abroad, aee^mxianiefl, fadwover^ by some one 
«;entleinan in whose vi^ilsj^ice he could confide. lAviteil, on these oocasions, 
to tho first houses in Ferrara, Tnsso ofifain^enjoyed one of the pleasures which 
he Always much nfTccted, that of philosophical conversation on literory 
sulijects; and we find, in many of his Dialogues composed at this period, 
traces of these interestinj^ discourses.* During the Carnival, two of hli 
IViciuls conducted him to see the masqueraded; a species of amnsenjent wMch 
lie always highly enjoyed; but having one day manifestod the stFongest 
reluctance to return to his gloomy gaol, these ffereeablo recreations were, before 
tiio close of the year 1584, all forbidden, and Tasso fell back into "the same 
solitude, th<^ same privations, and tho same despair as before. 

It was in tins deplorable state of his aifnirs, that the war arosa against bis 
i^ocm, which was carried on for a time in Italy with so ranch fierceness* A 
Dialogue on ISpic Toctry, entitled, “ 11 Carrafa,” published by Oamillo 
grini, in which the author apiieared to prefer the ^^OerusalemmoV of Tasso 
to the **Orlan<lo Furioso,’* ojierated ns a prelude; and the Acodemipians della 
Orusca, as they styled themselves, little pleased with certain pxpresBlons used 
by Tasso in his dialogue on Honest Pleasure,” were the wrst to take the 
fiold, with n ikfericc of Ariosto, — the supposed production of oh^ Lionordo* 
Salviati, a literarv character who had been formerly treated by Tasso in the 
kindest manner, but wlio, needy and invoLved in debt, scrupled not now to 
attack bis benefactor, in tlie hope of attaching himself to tho court of Ferrara, 
of which city Ariosto was tlie peculiar glory. Into this dispute, highly 
honourable os the norrative would prove to the moderation and modesty of 
Tasso, it is not my intention to enter. No importance, in the present day, can 
^0 attached to a controvcr6.v originating in such motived, fomented by a partv 
BO obscure, t and carried on, nor* with intemperotc scurrility, and now with 
jiassionatc #abuse. Tasso replied with dignity to his nstfailflints, Pellegrini 
nobly supported him, time passedfOn, and.tl.^ir criticisms are forgotten. 

During tlic late controversy, tlie uieaa.s of obtainin;^* his liberty occupied, 
much more than the defence of his poem, the mind of tho melancholy captive. 
He had exhausted tlie interest of the niosipow'erfiil personages. Pope Gregory 
tho Thirteenth, Cai’dinal AUmno, the Grand-Dl(^hoBB of Tnscany, the Duke and 
Duchess of Urbino, tho Duchess of Mantua, styreral princes of tho hunse of 
Gonzaga, and above all the faithful Scipio, had in vain solicited Alplionso on 
his bdialf. The city of Bergamo, the birth-place of his father, wa# lost 
invoked, and addressed to tho Duke a petition for his freedom, presented by 
one of its most distinguished citizens, who added strength to tho request by 
' the gift of-a marble inscription interesting tu thd family of Kate, wliich it had 
long; been desirous to possess. Alphonso promised every thing, but tiic gates of 
St, Anne, unbolted not to his comingnd. Wna his vengeance not satiated by 
seven years of severity intlictcd? If it were, Whut could be tiie cause of this 

* tn Beltramo,** or of Oonrtesy; *n Mulplgllo,’* or of the Court; **1^1 Cava- 
etta,” or of Tuscan Poetry; **11 GhirlinzOne,” or sf the Epitaph. 

t The Academia della Cnisca ym at this period composed of but very fbw 
persona 'lU was the number in 1682), not ono of whom ha'd any name in literatuiv!, 
excepting Soiriat!. ^The controversy with ^fasso raised them Into eniinuice, spd 
afterward^ being joined by men of real merit, !;hey produced some worka truly 
honourable to Ueir nation, amongst wliiclimo^ be partlcalarlscd tlieir **Voetbo« 
larlo.*? •, 
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orwsl pmlonfratioTi of Iiis '‘Truly/* (mya S^rarst, with the 

tone of un hnurble aimluf^st, "tUft Duke woiAd wiUingly have yielded to so 
many interceeitioiis, and have given Tasso his liberty, but, refleoting that poets 
ere by nature an irritable race, and dreading lest Tasso, when he found Moi« 
self free, might a^^engo witli an arm no less formidable than his pen, his long 
captivity and unmitigated hardships, he could not bring himself to the reso- 
lution of disusing him from his States, without heing first assured that he 
would attempt nothing against tlifi honour and itepect duo to $o wotJt m 
Prince as kewos!**^ 

lioth the physical and. menial powers, however, of the object ft these 
despicable apprehensions were fast declining. That ardent head which 
aokttttle kept ^ a state of C(9nf|tant fermentation, was exalted in its fancies, 
as his body became feeble. To the ^sitations of dork melancholy, or of the 
light delirium which ho hodaoften experienced in these attacks of frenzy, 
acknbwletlgod us such in his letters, but which never once mounted to that 
madness into which it was* pretended he had fallen, were now t^ded almost 
habitual yiyioiis, and Vexations from a Folletto, or haunting Sprite, which, he 
fangiod, found a pleasure in disarranging his papers, flying off witli bis money, 
and in a thousand other mischievous tricks, >^lic was troublod, besides, with 
sfl'ange imprehensions, and nouturnid apparitions, and lights and glitteripg 
sparkles tiiut danced before his eyes; somotiinos ho hoard the most frightful 
noises, and at otliei^s had in his ears the sounds of hissing, tingling, ringing of 
liolls, and tlio tiding of a clock. Often in his sleep he was tormontod with nn- 
•taatic visioiA of distress, from wliicii he awoke fatigued and languid. I have 
dron(1od/**he writes, ‘Hhe falling-sickness, apoplexy, and blindness. 1 have 
hud hefldaelioB, and pains of the intestines, the side, the thighs, and logs; I 
have been weakened by voiniting, dysentery, and fever. Amidst so many 
terrors and pains, there appeared to mo in the air the irnogo of the Gloriour 
Virgin with her Son in Jior arms sphered in a circle of coloured vapours, so 
that 1 ought by no moons to despair of her (nace.” " And though this,*’ he 
adds, " might pasily be a phantasy, because 1 am fi'antic, disturbed by varioigT 
phantasms, and full of infinite mclaneholy^ yot,d)y the grace of God, 1 can 
sometimes withhold my assent, wbieh being, as Cicero remarks, the operation 
of a sound mind, J am inclined to Relievo It was in reality a miracle.’’ It is 
impossible to contemplate without emotion, V) many sufferinga sustained by so 
great a genius, such religious fuilh, and such perfect simpliouy. 

Of the Virgin’s miraculous iulerferenee, he was yet more firmly persuaded 
soon afier. Attacked by an alarming fever, on the fourth day the pbysieiana 
began to fear, and, on the seventh, to despair of his liYb: redact to such a 
state of debility as to be unhblo to bear any medicine, or even to sit up to 
receive it, "he recommended himself, ” says Serassi, "to the interoession of 
the (host blessed Virgin, our Lody, and that with such confidence, and ardf^ni 
devotion, that the compassionate Virgin appearing to him, visibly cured him, 
and as it wore instantly restore^ him to Jieolth.” A vow of pilgrimage to> 
Mantua and Loretto testified his gratitude oa a devotee, a sonnet and a 
madsigal as a poet. * 

Another miracle yet more* singular, VaSf. that Alphonso, apprised of the 
d^lorable state to wlifoh he hod reduced this great man, at length eoased to 
afflict him ; " not,” says Ginguend, " that he was touched with pity, but that 
he had found the guarantee which he was looking for, to boMme just, or 
rather, to cense from being cruel.” The grinoe of Mantua, Vineeuso Gon- 
saga, whose sister he had married, reaolvod to demand of him the person of 
Tasso, promising on life honour to retain him at Mantua, and to securo 

* This passage is othenriso expressed by Qinguend; "J'al erslnV he saya do 
rendre le petit dun de Ferraro trop ridicale.'’-.dfiit. AflI. <P JktHs, tom. v. p. W. 
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Alphoneo from repriuftl. On tbeM condStionfi* the Duko oonsenled to hif 
liberty about the end of June ; 4)nt his friend Oonatantino wos obliged to nae 
thf utmost caution in breaking the tidings to bim, lest the transport should 
too ^tally nffect him. On the &th or 6th of July then, *1586, after a dreary 
captivity of seven years, two months, and a few dayH,-ira period which, 
measured day by day, cannot even Ijc reflected on without horror, the gates of 
Ht. Anne’s unfolded to their captive, and ho bade adieu for ever' to his holts 
and dungeons. He depiftted eagerly frtm Ferrara, with the Frince liis 
liberator, without having 'obtained from Alphonso the interview of re- 
conciliation, which ho both requested and ardently desired. Those who 
know any thing of the haiiian heart, will fle at no loss to oeoount for this 
refusal. ^ ^ • 

** Historians, however,” s^s Foscolo, ** will be ever emhatrassed to 
explain aright the reasons of Tasso’s imprisonment ; it 'is involved in the 
eaine obscurity as the exile of Ovid. Both were among those tiiuriderstfokcs 
that despotioEn darts forth. In crashing their viclims they terriflod tlicvi^and 
reduced spectators to silcniNs. There are incidents in (lourts, tha^, altliough 
known to many pertAus, remain in perfect ol>livii>n>-eontempuraricB dare ^not 
reveal, and posterity can only divine them.” * Kven Tasso himself was l)y no 
means certain of tlih exact cause, attributing it at one time to the anger of (Ite 
Duke of Tuscany, at another to tiie Cardinal of Fstd, and again, but with more 
decision, to tiie violent expressions whicli he had used against Alphonso. One 
tiling, iiowever, oeems established by Dr. Hlnck, that there is bp real founda- 
tion for the hypotlicsis which ascriiais it to Tasso's love for Leonora. The* 
grounds with wbicli the statements of Hanso furnished the world ibr tliis its 
hing liclief, were strengthened by the duration of the poet's captivity, which 
appeared pmportionnto (inly to an implication of state treason. This C4)ncii»iony 
however erroneous, must be adiiiittcd to have been a most natural one, for no 
one possessing a spnrk of humanity could deem it possible that a gentleman of 
T^o's deserts should be subjected to such cruelty, for anything short of 
Sfinte such mortal ofh^nce, much loss, then, for o feW unguarded expressions 
uttered in the paroxysm of pa88lq.n, and deplored alm(>st as soon as uttered. 
Buch, howo|[Qr, seciiis to have been the real cuse ; for anger was not witli the 
Dnke of Ferrara, as with generons^nd not^c imtures, a fire that cimsames with 
a qliickness poportioned to its intensity ; Imi ” the slow flame, eternal and 
unseen,” which, nourished by the jealousy of pride, fliuls in the very length of 
its duration a fresh incentive to burn ori.t Nor indeed was his resentment 
to poor Tasso appeased^ even by his seven yoand severity. In an illness with 
which the Duke was subsequently visited, Tasso wrote him a very affectionate 
letter, and in 1694, n short lime before iiis owd death, wrote a second time 
to request a reconciliation ; Alphonso, iiowever, remained implacable as the 
ghost of Ajax, and, like the ghost of Ajax, disdained the courtesy of a roply. 


* ^ * Kssay on the Lyric ro(|^ry (^ Tasso. 

t Jf any other fact were wanting to prove tliu unrelenting nature of tlds Prince’s 
vengeance, It might be found in liis persecution of (iuarinl. Guarliil, after a sixteen 
years' devotipn to his patron's interests, ^metinim at Ferraro, and sometimes oil 
foreign missions, finding that ho was aciinirhig neitiicr honour nor profit, demanded 
in permission to l€«ve liis service, and. warned no doubt by the fate of Tasso, 
left Ferrara secretly by night—a step which exceedingly enraged the Duke. The 
poet retired to Tnrtii, and in that city had an honourable office assigned him, which, 
however, firoin the persecution of Alphonso, ho was soon compelled to quit, and 
betook hfmsclf to Venico. In 1503, five years after his flight from Ferraro, he was 
invited by the Duke of Mantua to liis court, iqi advantbga which the "magnanimouf 
Alphonso" endeavoured by all means to prevent, signifying to that Prince, with a 
meanness truly astonishing, that he would consider it as a very high obllgatloa II 
be would not employ the poet in bis service. 
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With n Imowletljreof thef>e facts, andnficr an elaborate and BQoeeeefal attempt to 
disprove the only chuhc tlmt c^iuld furnish the I>hkeof Ferrara with ihnahiuim 
of a jnstitloHtion for hid rifronr— vis. the aepirations of Tasso to the love of the 
PriiicesH Jicoiiora— it is not a litile extraordinary to find his Enpish bio^raj^er 
endeavonrin^ to vindicate Alphonso from the clmrpfo of niidue seferity, and 
hesitatinpr to proiysunco whether anger at Tasso, or a real regard for his 
welfare, was the motive that inflaeneod the merciful Prince, in consigning 
him to the dungeons of St. Anne*s.3 « It is in prisbn, in solitude, in want of 
the most necessary tilings of lifo, in a prorokfng peneention an4 daily 
humiliation,' it is from the hands of his ranlcr and in the midst of spies, that 
Tasso is to regain bis health and dsnses !*’ * The idea is too monstrohs to be 
adiyitted for u moment. Rven Muratori, who wrote at Modena under the 
patronage *of the house of Este, rcjcH^ts the unnatural assumption. How 
can it be,” ho exclaims, I wiU not &y possible, hut probable, that a Prince 
of Altlhoiffio’s high-mindedness, from a desire to restore the health of so groat 
and estpimblo a man as Tasso, should cause him to be shut in^a building 
common to paupers and madmen ? Were there wanting to a Duke of Ferrara 
houses and means suitable for the retention of Tasso, os an Aifirm gentleman to 
bo restored to licoltji of liody? Assuredly this hospital of St. Anne’s must 
excite now*^, .os it Tiiust have excited at the time, a Just suspicion that the I)uke 
confined and retained him for so many yean in those niiofles, under the plea, 
NOT u BUBLY OK CJiA.KiTY, BTjT OF iTNisHMENT.” f Let Alphonso httve every 
merit nsmlicd tp*him that he can jo^ily claim ; let him contiiiue to be reganled 
as the early la>neractor of the iioet, afionling him an asylum when menaced by 
ilMortuno ;* although the disinterestedness of his subsequent attentions to the 
author of the ** Gcrusalemme” is open to suspicion, let us dismiss the suspicion 
from our minds, os well as our remembrance*, both of his resentment in conse- 
quence of the poet’s looking out for a frcsli patron, and the unjustifiable 
detention of his manuscripts ; let him enjoy without dispute the distinction of 
having fostered the rising genius of tho greatest pbet of his age, and of having ^ 
treated him for a time, in tlio enthusiastic language of that poet’s gratcfiSf 
heart, **with the ollcction not merely of OapatrCn, but of a fother or a 
brotlior ; ’’—but never let an act of such atrocity as this seven ypars’ cruel 
iiicarGcrntiop in a lunatic asylum, bp glossed over with the sacred titles of 
humanity and mercy. ^ In clinracterising this deed by its right appellatiofi, 
there is no need to debaso the dignity of truth, by adopting the inveetiTes in 
which some writers have indulged ; it will bo sufficient for one who desires to 
record his pity fur the ngony of n noble mind languishing in long captivity, 
und his disdain at the tyranny of tho man who could prostitute the power 
with wliieh he w'as gifted fdr the gratification of private vengeance*— to 
designate Alphonso, in tho emphatic language of Lord Erskine, on a far leae 
urgent occasion, os a siukelbss offubbsor— A dibobacb to rib bank, an9 
A traitor to bib tbuhtJ! ** Those,” says a living writer, “ who indulge in the 
dreams of earthly retribution,, will, observe, that the eruelty of Alphonso was ' 
not left without its reward, even in hia own person. He survived the 
affections of his subjocts, and of hie dependents, who deserted him at his 
death, and suffered his body to he interred Without princely or decent honours. 
His last wishes were nej^leetod; his testament was eancefled. His kinsmaiif 
Don Cffisar, shrunk from the excommunication of the Yatican; and after a 

* Foseold. " Enay on the Lyric Poetry of Tssm. ’ Dr. Blade, after a long and 
laborioiM Investigation of (he gi'ont problem iif his Imprisonment, even ends by donbh 
Ing, " whetber Tasso was treated at all with ujqnstlfiable ^arsaneM by Alphonso 1 * 
See the Appendix to hip Life, vol. 11. p. 452. 

t Lettera od Apoitolo Zeno 



LlFl 09 TA'BBU. 


XliT 

short siragrgle, or rather suapenee, Ferrara paaaed away for ever from the 
dominion or the lloitao of * 

« Taeao’a reception nt tiie conrt of Mantnn woe such as to indnee him in • 
Bh(\rt time to foriret liia past atHietions. The old Dabo William ji^ovo him a 
beautiful apartment in his palacCf furnished him with all convenicncea and 
eomfortSi and caused him to be attended with a devotion«equol to his wishes. 
These soothing marks of Kindness wera not, indeed, of eflicacy ‘to prevent hia 
continuing to experience,^ from time to liiae the same visitation of mclfincholy 
and phantasy as before; but he, notwithstanding, resumed his literary labours, 
and completed, or rather entirely recast a tragedy which he had ‘begun so far 
back as i&74, to which he gave the name of “ Torrisiuondo, King of the 
Goths ; blit it was nut without muck riier>trd labour that ho brought this 
production to an end. It was thus that, having escaped with ditilcuhy from 
the rigour of a long and unjust captivity, tbic great man buried in oblivioa 
ail rernombrnneo of liis former persoeutions, cberiBhing neither hatred nor 
rcsentnienhfor the malice of men ; but finding in ibo charms of his beloved 
philosophy a suiflcieut solace for tlio suiForings they had inllietod. 

TJius passed tiAr year IdSd. The next two years were almost, so tQ say, 
one continual Journev to and from Bergamo, Tlome, and Naples, undertaken 
ever under sanguine hopes of advantage to his health, from changq of air knd 
novelty of scene, hnt seldom affording more than a temporary relief. On his 
way to Home, he visited Loretlo, and paid the vow whicfi lie had made to the 
Virgin in his sickness, llo visited Naples in the hope 'of recovering his 
motlier’s dowry, and of agnin embracing his sister Cornelia. Ihe former he 
eventually, with much difficulty, acquired by adjust incut; but his sister Cornelia 
he was never more to see, as before his orrivai at fi^orronto, she was released 
from the cores and troubles of earth. At Naples our poet was invited by some 
of the most distinguished individuals of the court and city to take up his resi- 
dence with them ; but, determined i)> tho lioauty of the situation, ond yet more 
, by religious sentiments, which daily assumed over his mind a greater influence, 
nhe chose rather to abide with the monks nf Mount Oliveto. It was liero that bo 
became acquainted with john J&ittista Manso, his after biographer, and tho 
fHend of }f.ilton, of whose generous and devoted kiRdness we find in Tasso’s let- 
ters a tbousond proofs. HSVery thing tlipt delicacy or invention cojchl suggest, 
vfas tried by this excellent young nobleman, to beguile the melancholy of his 
friend. He drove him out in his carriage, emidst the enchanting scenery 
which surrounds tho buy of Naples, assembled rounddiim men of letters, who 
by their societv and ^admiration of his genhu might soothe and gratify hia 
mind, and as the autumn advanced, varied his amusements with tho disimrta 
of hunting and of daiiriug. ** The 8ig. Torqua'to,” he writes in a letter to the 
Count of Paleno, ** is becomo a very mighty hunter, and triumphs over all 
the asperity of the season and of the country. Wlien the days are lind, we 
S|)end them and the long hours of evening in hearing musio and songs ; for 
one of hia principal eiijuyinenls is to listeiirto the Improvisatori, whose facility 
of versifying he envies, nature having, as he says, been in this point, very 
avaridous to him. Bomctiines too we dance with tho girls here, a thing which 
likewise dfforda him much pleosuifh.t Tlqs was certainly tho kind of treat- 

* llobhouse : Illustrations of Childe Harold. 

> t Tliere is ratlier a curious passage in one of Tasso’s letters Arom Miuitna In 1587, 
wblcU riiews with what fidelity he cashed bis first love, notwithstanding his amorous 
•UiCApfibiUty. says he, f^is going on a most de%htflil eai'nlval, where are 

'alwmnce of beautlfal and molt graceftd hulies. b'ever was 1 more dlspless^ 
el not being a very liappy poet, than at present. Indeed, were it not for the fear ol 
be&ig' eonslaered either as too susceptible, or as Inconstant, In making anew diolce, 
I bhoiild already have ddiberated where to reposo my thoughts." 
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ment best adapted to cborm away tbe maladT of Tasso ; and had similar meana 
been employed at Ferrnrni instead of harsh rsstrnint ajod gloomy inearoera* 
tion, his molanoholy hnmonr might'then perhaps hare been entirely subdued^ 
The principal ideayipon whiem his mind, as connected with his raaladyi had 
been now for some time fixed, was that of being attended by a familiar 8^t» 
that woold often manifest itself to sight, and Join with him in high and benero- 
lent oomio anion. The Marqnis endcaTonred to persuade the poet, that it was 
nothing but the illusion of adisturlt^d imagination { but being inTitod by Taeeo 
to be present at one of their mysterions interriewe, his disoonrses were so lofty 
and marvellouB, both by the sublimity of their topics, and a oortain unwontra 
manner of talking, whi(m exalted the heareraboremmself intoakind’of ecsta^, 
that Manso did not dare to interrupt them, nor to aak Tasso concerning the 
Bpfrit^which lie hod annonneeti as being apparent ; and when the friendly 
Genius had vaniahed-from the eyes of Tasso, and the oouTersation ended, Manso 
remained, more perplexed than e?er— acknowledging however, in one of his 
letters, that it was much more likely that the vision or frenzy would disorder 
his own mind, than that he slionld extirpate from the mind of ids friend his 
trqe or fanciful opinion. ** It is not impossible,” says Dr. iBIack, ** that a fond 
admiration of the writings of Plato, in which Socrates is represented as afOnn* 
ing that lie had a familiar spirit, might have given this direction to the fancy 
of Tasso. * He was for a long time employed in the com]^ition of Dialogues, in 
which ho himself was sometimes the Socrates; appearing in them under the 
name of the Nenpalitan Stranger, as Plato disgnises his muster, or himself, 
pndcr that '^f ihc Atheniaji duetto And it was no wonder, both from the 
iiyured stu^o of his nerves, and the long over-activity which the direction of 
his stndiea had given to the faculty of fiction, that with Tosso illnsions shqnld 
have become stronger than external impressions, and that he should have 
mistakon for realities Ids own diseased perceptions. In tho weary solitude dT 
the hospital, it was to be expected that a fancy naturally so vivid, and so con- 
tinually indulged, sliould havo at length, in a superstitious age and ooun^, 
become so powerful as to mistake occasionally its shapes for substances. Th^ 
deceptions which arc occasionally practised with persons in his situation, weib 
attribuiLMl by bim then to the tricks of a gOblin. Now, the direction of his 
fancies was altered; he was employed at leisure in tho frequent coifaposition of 
Soeratio dnilogues, and his mischievbus sprite was converted into a familiar 
spint, which taught L*(n to * soar with Plato to the empyreal sphere.* 

In 1560, Tasso mac^ .a journey to Rome, and took up his residence with tha 
monks of Santa Maria lSu ;wa /or several months ; during the greater part of 
which time, ho was tormented oy a lingering fever. Whether he oonsidered 
himself in this condition as burdensome to the good monks, or whether he was 
desirous of a change of situation, is nneertain; but in the November of this 
year,<io the shame of the wealthy of that city, we find him lying infirm In the 
liospltal of tho Be^amese, of which (a remarkable and melancholy illnstmtibn 
of tho oaprico of il^rtune), a cousin of his fkther's had been one of the prin- . 
eipal founders. His residence, however, in the hospital continued but a sWt 
time, and be again returned to bis former apartment in the monaatery. Vor^ 
tune dcema now to.have been weary of perseenting him, and after^is last act 
of oppression, smiled out iiim more favourably till death, to which he tended in 
slow and serene decay, the evening of his course illuminated by friendship, and 
by the gratifying lionours that were everywhere paid him. Upon a pressing 
Invitation from the Grand Duke of Tuscany, in 1590| who by his ambassador 
sent him a present of 150 ducats, Torquato vmited his eourt, and waa wdoomed 
by him in the most aflbetionate manner. Every person too of note in Homos 
visited and oomplimented him, and crowds assembled toimdi to see, and hea* 
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him speak. Af'er liavinpr passed the snmiper here, he returned to Home, loaded 
by the Grand Duke with fresh, tokens of his esteem, and witJi rich presents. 
I11I59I, he visited his lionefactor Vinoenso Gonz»ga, now by tho death of Ins 
fkiber, Duke of Mantua ; in 1C92, the Count of Palono, ntNapIes. Magnificent 
apaftments were bore assigned him ; numeisms attendants were ordered to 
supply his wants; everything was so arranged, Unit lie might consider himself 
a personage of the very highest quality; tiio prince beimvhd to 'him with the 
utmost affability ; and thu<( comforted nmj^ honoured, tlie poet had leisure to 
resume the composition of kis ** Gerusalemino Conquistata,” which, to satisfy 
the eriticB, he hod begun duriqg bis first residence at Naples, but wbicli his 
various sicknesses and journeys Had long iiitorrdpted. lie here brought it 
towards a oonolusion, and in tlie December of IGJ^S, it made its appearaucf at 
Home. Its first Hweesswas fluttering: but^hen tlio curiositj^ eseitci^by its 
announoemeut was satisfle<l, the world feturn^ generally to tho first Geru-' 
Balemme,’' a preference which succeeding ages have not failed to eon firm. 
Tasso, however, continued to the lust toprerertliis second cri'Htion of hisgenius, 
as Milton pi%forred liis Paradise llegnincd,*’ although in the sounet irfiich he 
wrote on completiuT pcrfnrmance, lie seems fully conscious chat the fire 
which had animated his earlier efforts, was fast wasting nwu) t ’ 

** Tired and Intirni with my toils to scale 

The heaven of Poesy prucUdni liow chill 

And changetl a thiiii? I am bccoiiie ! yeC sf'lU 

Droops not the immortal mind, but from its goal 

Flies forth, aiul spurning every ineauer view, '** 'v 

Dwells on the pure, the beadtilul, and true/^ ^ 

He << Gerusalemme ConquisUita” was deilimtcd to the Cardin«i] Cbithio 
Aldobrandini, one of tlie nephews of Clement tbc Kiightb, the reigning Pope^ 
wJiose aecessioii Tasso liad celebrated in an Odc,whicU1ed to a {pressing invitation 
fo Rome from the Siiprcnic Pontiff himself. Tasso, when ho could disengage 
nimself from the kindiiessos of liis friends at Naples, undertook the Jonrney, and 
Woe reoeived with oiien arms by C^nthio, who lodged him in ins own apartments 
in the Vatiran, neglecting noliiitig that might prove cithor ndvuntageotu to 
hkrbealtht Sr consoling to his mind. An ^gravatiun of liis dieordei:!, however, 
in Af arch, 1594, made him resoli^e to pass tho .oimmcy at Naples, whore ho 
hoped fo reoefVo some benefit, no less from the hatiis tj/tin from change of air. 
With the permission of the Pope and of his nei>lic\vs,.f'o accordingly departed, 
and took np his residence in the Monastery of ..^evorino. 

Four months he Continued at Naples, in the enjoyment of his favourite 
atudios, riding out when his health ]>ermitted,<: and visiliug occasionally the 
Prince of Conca, and others. Ids illiutiioas friends, linpntient incanwiule, as 
tbp autumn drew on, for his return to Rome, Cardinal Cintldo ccasnHiot to 
send the strongest solicitations for his society, and ns a qicans of attnu'ting him 
.thither, obtained from the Pope a decree consenting to the crreiiiouiul of his 
eerouatioD in the capitol with the laurel crown, nn honour whicii since the days 
of PetroTf^ had been conferred on no one. Tasso could not refuse an honour 
dictated bysso delicate a friendship. ^Itjiough, personally, he seemed but little- 
moved with the hlea of the intended triumph. Ho oveiinnused Munsu to under- 
stand, in bidding him a mournful and prophetic farewell, that he should not 
livo to enjpy the flattering tribute. 

The arrival of Toseo at Rome ^k place about the lOtb of Xorember, 1594, 
He waa met witliont the city by a splendid cavalcade, and in this manner 
eeooi^ fo the Vatican. On the following day he Wbs admitted to an audience 
of the Pop^ who received him benignantly, and after many praises of his worth 
and fenioBi lalii ** We have dea t i i iid yon the crown of luurelj that fixmi yon it 
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may receive* as mucfi hononr,* as in times past it ]ias conferrei; on oihers.'* 
They would have.niadc immediate prepfirations for the ceremony^ Uit the season 
beeamo very stormy) and as Gardinat Ointhio doterinined tiuU it should eclipse 
all funner pa^anls of the kind, and be enjoyed by the whole population of tne 
city, it was deferred fill the spring. Tasso, notwithstanding his constautly 
declining health, cftnlinued during the winter his usual studies, ani] completed 
his poem in -HlanftWereo, entitled, **11 MondoCreato, or the i^oven Days of 
Creation.** Alcariwhile the Pope had given him t; proof of admiration and 
esteem more substantial than his eulogy, causing a Imll to be expedited fbr 
granting hita n pension of 200 scudi. Tho joy with which Tasso received this 
iniinificcnt gift, was yet farther iiR'inased soon after hy the termination of his 
laa^uit; tho ^ince of AvelHno, against whom Ids claim was found to lie, 
cun%?T\jtngi) in ^nsidoration of hm stopping the process, to grant him an annuity 
of 2(X) dnents, and a* considerable suu. in hand. To the blessings which were 
thus ]i1>erally showered down npon him,ono only was wanting, tlie prospect of 
long enjoying them. This was wholly denied. No sooner had tho month of 
ApriraVrivod, the iieriod fixed for ids coronation, than ho felt to an' insupport- 
nldo degree an nggriivntion of his disorders. Perceiving that his end drew 
near.” and only solicitous now to make suitable preparation mr it, he demanded 
ttermisHon of the Cardiiinl to retire to the Monastery of St. Dnofrio. Ilia wisli 
was instadtly obeyed ; Cinthio himself conducted him thither iii Ids eiiiiriot, 
nnd loft orders with ihc monks that he sliould bo tended with all possible 
attention. . ' 

, A few dii|V8 ^ftor, finding himself yet more feeble, Tasso saw that it was 
time to bid«udicu to tlio friend whom ho had found niust faithful to him, and 
wrote to Coiisrantini the pathetic letter whicli no one can have read witliout 
emotion. ** What will my dear Constantin! say wlien he shall hear of the ddath 
of his dear Tosso ! and in my o|)inioii, the tidings will nut be tardy. The close 
of life I feel to be fast approaching; no remedy can be found to Assuage this 
new distemper which has joined my others ; so that, as by a rapid torient, 1 
am borne away, without any thing to cling to, or to oppose its speed. It avails* 
not now to speak of my relentless fortune, nor to complain of the ingratitude of 
the world, widcli has gained tho victory of cdhducting me indigent to t^tomb, 
while! foi)j)ly lio])ed, that the glory which (whatever it may thiuk) this age 
shall derive frutn my writings, woifid not entirely leave mo without rewapd. 
1 have caused myself ta. be conducted into tins Monastery of fc^t. Onofrio, not 
ofily because tlie air of })rnised by thepliysicinns iis belicr than any in Home, 
bat also that I may begin u exalted place, and with the intercourse of these 
devout fathers, my conversatiou in heaven.” 

On tiio 10th of April, T<\rqnato whs seised with a violent fever, which, 
although ho was assisted hy the best advice in lloine, so fur increased, that on 
tho seventh day, the physicians censed their attempts to oppose it, and Tusso 
was iaforuied that his last hour was at hand, lie not only received the warning 
without olarm, but embracing the physician, thanked him fur tidings so agree* 
Abie, mid raising his eyes to ileaveii, rcturno4l tender and devout Ihanki 
to Ids Creator, that after so tempestuous a life, he had now bro'jght 
him to a calm haven. From this time he spoke not willingly on ter- 
restrial subjects, not uven of tliot fame after death, of which tnrougli life 
he hod been most solicitous; but resigned himself wholly, and with the 
liveliest devotion, to tho last solemn offices prescribed by his religioii. 
After confessing with great contrition, and receiving twice the sacrament 
with a reverence and humility that a^tod all beliolders, the Cardinal Cinthio 
hastened for the Papal baneuiction. » Clement,’’ M we are told in a letter 
from Maurice Catniieo, ** groaned and sighed over the fate of such a nmn. and 
granted him o plcnaiy indulgence in remission of his sins^** whicu mmouK 
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eoiirer^ olone on ponons of hi|rn 06nMi(}6raiion| Tneeo ackirt>v hedged wiiii 
.hoiAtfity and gratitudo^ tiayinar* ** that tfiU was the clinriot upon wlxtob hc 
ilH)Whed, not with laurel as if poet into the enpitd], but with gloi^ 
A a eaint to heaven.” Having been requested to make hie will, and to diclato 
eoiftething os an epitaph, he smiled and said, that as tb the first, he bad very 
little to leave, and for the second, a plain stone would be saiHdent to cover 
him: he nevertheless desired his Confessor to Piark down* that jie bequeathed 
to H}ins(» his portrait, wh^h had been painted i>y direction of that nobleman, 
and to tlie Oardinnl Uiniiuo liis writings and his littie property. Of the 
Canlinul lie begged with earnestness that he would collect together all the 
copies of his works, and ospecially of the *^«OeriKiaIeinn(io,” and commit them 
to the dames. SatisHod with the answer given him by the Cardinal, \vho 
was unwilling to embitter his last moments a direct refusal;; bat who '^'ell 
knew that it was wholly out of his power to fulfil sudh a request, he* entheatod, 
since he liad now obtained all that he eould*wish for in this world, that he 
might bo left alone with the crucifix, and with one or two of tlic fathers to 
assist him his devotions: wherupon the Cardinal bade him a fond farewell, 
and retired from ^lie cliamher, weeping bitterly. No one was afterwards 
f^Jiiiitted to liim but liis confessor and a tew of the fathers, who by turns .sung 
psalms, in which they were occasionally joined by Torquato, and when Jiis 
voice failed, lie ccaacd not steadily to contemplate the image of hisvltcdcomcr. 
Thus the night passed away; and at eleven o'clock of the day following, viz. 
April 2o« IhQ.*), feeling the approacli of the mortal pong, he closely embraced 
the crucifix, and with the words on his lips, Into thy hands, 0 Lord,” 
resigned his iieocefiil spirit. 

^ 8ueh was the happy consummation of his most eventful life. All Rome 
deplored Jiis death, and his friend the Cardinal Cinthio felt a melancholy 
pleasure in rendering those honours to him dead, wliicli he was prevented from 
paying him whilst living. Roliod in ii Roman toga, and crowned with laureb, 
the body was exposed in public, and afterwards with a splendid attendance 
iiome in state by torchlight through the principal street:* of the city. Every 
'One hastened to enjoy the Ipst sight of the countenance of a man who hod done 
so much honour to his age, and ^'throng of painters orowded round the corse, 
to fix for ^ver in their memory its pale and fading lineuinehts.* The body was 
thuen carried back to tho monastery, and on the evening of the dity on which 
its spirit had dcpai’ted, was interred with tiio usual vhscciuieB, agreeably to 
Ids desire, in the church of Bt. Onofrio. The Card-^ol Cinthio project^ a 
xnagnlfloent monument to ins memory, which, how* from indisposition and 
a ceaseless round of public and domestic was never executed. The 
Marquis of Villa, visiting, five years after, tbq, grove of his friend; earnestly 
, entreated permission to grace the spot with a splendid tomb ; but ^11 that 
be eonld obtain from the Cardinal was, that a temporary marble tablet yith u 
liHef inseriptiou should be placed by the monks over 'the poet's ashes, to mark 
wlm tli^ were laid. Sight other years elapsed wLvhout any appearance of 
the jDardinal's fulfilling his intention; thereupon, the Cardinal Boniface 
BevBaoqua, a Ferroreee,, assumod the honour to himself, and raised on the 
left of tn&ontranoe into thoehurcH an elegant and stately monument, which 
is etill to be seen, bearing, beneath thobfflgies Of the po^t, a suitable inscription. 

Totto was of a stature so lofty, that, occurtiing to Manso, ho might be 
eonsid^d amongst men even of large size, as one of the largest. His com-^ 
plesion had been exceedingly fair, but first studies and vigils, and afterwup^ 
iiibfortunes and infirmities, luuTniade him somewhat pale. His head was 
• large, and raiiwd both in the forehead qnd occiputs ; in tlio middle, howeyer, 
iibSre eaeh temple, it wee rather depressed than iround. His furehead Vns 
hujgA and square^ tat rising to the middlei and afierwarda inclining to thi 
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hfttr, which time had in a areat mcAure removed, rendering him almoet ba]d» 

Thfl etdoor of liU lialr soa beonl mu a moaoPiAfv bctwcta broim mo tux, 

inelining. however, towarde dark ; hia eye- brows black, well arched, scanty, 
and disjoined. His eyes were large, and of a vivid blue, their ^c and innt«bna 
foil of gravity, and often, says Manso, directed towards the skies, ae following 
the soarings of the mind within, which was generally raised to things celestiiiU 
Uis cheeks were rather long than round, his nose*^ong and inelinod towardi< 
the mouth, which was also large and letmine ; his lips were thin and pale, liis 
teeth white, large, and thickly set. Ha laughed hut rarely, and when ho ilid, 
gently and w'ithout any noisot Hiji voire was clear and sonorons, but though 
his tongue was iiiuible, his conversation was rather slow than quick, and he 
was'Often ncsomtomcd to reiterat; his last words. His figure, notwithstanding 
its size) wiik well proportioned, and hif)i limbs were so active, that in exercises 
of chivalry, he was wonderfully expert; natnrally brave, he shewed in cases of 
personal danger equal dexterity and Courage,* but more address than gnico; 

' and, finally, ho bad in liis w!iole person, but especially in his cbuntenance, 
'Bometbitig dignified, noble, and attractive, which, even previous to a knowledge 
of hit} transcendent merits, inspired interest and commanded respect. 

But his personal aecoinplishments were far suriiassed by the qualities of 
his* heart. All his liisturiuns concur in their praises of his candour, bis 
inviolablo fidelity to his word, his courtesy, his frankness, his freedom from 
the least tiiicluro of revenge or of iiinlisrnity, his attachment to his friends, his 
gratitude to his* benefactors, his patience in misfortune, his mildness and 
sobriety, his purity of life and manners, Ids fervent and sincere piety. What 
was most irksome in his (oiiqicr was a strange fear he hod of being sliglited, 
and a certain suspicious and mistrustful disposition. This, however, (thougit 
partly iierhaps owing to his poverty, and his residence in a Geremoniousoonrt), 
must be principally attributed to disease and long misfortune. Uis higli- 
spiritedness, which caused litin to look with liopror on all that resembletl 
baseness, assumed at times the appearance of priile; he could not endure the ’ 
least mark of unjust (leprecialioii ; but if he iumsolf qver chanced to fail in any ^ 
point of correct eoiidact towards fithers, he up/. 7r scrupled to oftbr tliem every 
satisfaction, and to* humiliate himself till tlie offended party lost a.! care for 
the ofibneo. • Bom a gentleman, in an^age wh<m thv term had all its high dis*; 
tinctioii, a flnislied clseyalier in heart, no loss than by the chance of birth, he 
rendered to the piinces t^jth whoui he mingled, the honour due to their rank ; 
but in all other respects he. 'Considered himself as their eciual, ond the privileges 

* We bare already recorded one instance of his personal Intrepidity. AnoUier, 
'iittle 1e» BtrlUna, occurred In hlsdouriiey tw Homo in 1502, attended with the most 
-flattering coinplfineiit wliieli it is possible to conceive. At Mola di Gaeta, the 
company with whom tio travelled were stopped by Uie dread of one Mnreo di SchUTo, 
a most daring robber, and captain of u numerous troop of banditti. ** We ore liere 
lit Molu,” writes our poet in one of hit letters, ** detalnwtby the dread of Marco tU 
Sciarra, who is In tht? iiolgtitiourliood, 'vltli a great number of rufflaiis. Yesterday, 
we are told, they killed many persons of this country; others they took prisoners, 
and. indeed, unless cure bo taken, this might turn out another war of Spartacus. . . . 
The other night, the whole country resounded with cries, and with the Cicreatnsof 
females. 1 wished to go fiwwiird, abd stain with blood tlie sword which yon gave 
ine^ but 1 was vrithbeld.” On this occasion, in fact, there was no neeil of ex^lqg bis 
prowes.4. Sciarra, having heiiril that 'rosso was at Mola, sent to coiuplimenc him. 
lie oflfered him no^ only a free pa-saag^ but protecHon by tho way, assuring hiui th.it 
he auvl ills followers would be proud to execute liis orders. Tasso rendered him 
inany thanks, but lieclineii accepting his protection; nut tVorn any doubt of his 
honour, but because he thouglit It would be hidelicato to leave the goutlemoa by 

whom he 'was accompanied. Wiien Sciarra heard this, he sent notice that he would 
leave, on his account, the ways open for himself and ftlends; so that, without ny 
ftruier obstacle, they aiTivcd safely at Borne. 
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Mhichtbey enjoyed, ecrTed only lu render Itiin, in tlieir society, noroeempuloiif 
ill exacting tLe respect tbat Vas bin due.* He liad the greeter reeeon to 
thaler ibis apparent pride, when he was visited by misfortumee, in order to 
pl't^CrTG, durltlgf lli8 longf &nd unjust GCpiivlty, a dlgncty in sorrow. In the 
ileptb of his dif^tress, from the solitude of his prison, be wrote to one of the 
greatest lords in the court of Ferrara, who in be fancied be«bud injured by soiue 
expressions ubich bad escaped bim in a moment of despair^ tbat he was 
ready to otlcr bim evei;^ ^ satisfaction tliiiit could be received fi*o]n a naan 
resolved to die ruiber than to do anything tbat was unworthy of bis diaracter 
as a gentleman. 

fciiruplot but neat in bis dress, bia coinnion habit, evem in bia youth, wna 
black, without the fiintiistie and tuxurioiis oitnifinents usual iit* that age. c He 
wos foml of wliito and line iiueu, of w'bicb be loved to make largd.prifvision, 
and wliiub be woro {duin, without luce or oinbroidcry. hi diet be was 
extremely temperate, and loved, as to taste, things tliut were sifeet to tbe 
palate; auc<i us candied fruits, cakes, and sweetmeats, and rich oiui^piquant 
wines, ilis dislike to any thing bitter approncliod even to horror, so that, 
notwitbstanding liis frequent illnesses, be could scnrecly over be preyailed 
upon to take any lucdiejiie that was not rendered ngivoHido to bis tosle.f His 
(iOUTitenanee, silent, modest, and reserved, was lull of a mild , bid tnfgio 
gruvify, resembling rather that of a philosopher than n poet He preferred 
retireiiient and solitude to tbe bustle of the world ; but jn the oirelcs of his 
choice, with friends, and above all, with amiable w'oiueu, ^Uis eonversatiun 
liecainu highly animated, and, laying aside liis pbiluso]>bu^ gravity, l.'e 
indulged in flights of ]ileasantry, with no less gaiety tliun grace. ' Haiiso has 
cdllcctcd together a variety of bons^mots which be ascribes to him, but of these 
the greater number are shown by Hernssi to be apocryphal; such, however, 
os belong indubitably to our poet, discover no less justness of application than 
Uveliticss of wit- 

Of the merits and dcfcclsof the ^Micrusiileinme Liberaia/’ and his other 
VOluminoub cunif^sitiuus, my Uiiiits forbid me to speak, ducii as are desirous 
of critically coMi<idering ^en],^riay bo reforrod to Glnguoiie and Sismondi, 
who luivcrboih pursued tbe cxnmiiiatiun witJi candour, talent, and acumen. 
'^Vitb rc^peet to the intellcctiiai ^iidownunts of Tasso, upart from, bia poetry, 
i^icy were in the highest degree exulted and vast ilis erudition was extensive, 
and*, indeed, from some of bis Hiologucs would apfte^ to have been immense. 
TVitb the French and 8]miiish, to say nothing of tjr^^dead languages, be wan 
weU acquaintcil ; ho was deeply skilied in w^i>S%at age considered as pliilo- 
Bophy, ii^ud was almost equallv well versed in mot beinut leal science; nor dues 
his English biographer scruple to soy, tbat frdm the w'oiidertul precision, ami, 
as it wore, sharpness of outline, which he gives to all bis notions on the most 
• • 

* *< I cannot,** says he, *<2ive lu a dty where all the nobility do not yield me the 
first pUe^ or allow, at least, tliot I should be their equal iu eveiy external demon' 
Stratton of respect. This is my humour or mjr principle.”— better to Ascanto Mori. 

t “If;** says he. In one of Ids letters, “you can procure the receipt for the con- 
nerve whi8h big. Mercuriule wishes nHc to take, J shall be intinitcly obliged to you. 
The more agreeable It is to the taste, 1 shall value ft tlic more; because the 
cxvalleaee of medical men greatly coiudsts, as you well know, in giving not only 
wholesoiue, but egit'cable medicines.” At whut he says on another occasion, it is 
tmp^ble to suppress a smile :*-** 1 ought to be freed, that 1 may try what caa be 
dene forme by M. Alessandro da Olvitl^ who formerly utttriiipted uiy recovery in the 
Oourt of OardUial Albano. Never have 1 known a pliyslcian so kind and so discreet: 
be did inking but what I wished, and always gave nfe (us Is proper) onlv the most 
dcllghtfhl mraicineSr 1 still rcmemlier with pleasure his sacet aclduloos syrnpo, 
wtiicb might hare revived u corpse, and his pills with gold| which he said were sojiWi 
Whs* tNttdCBSOf&e ter the stoimieli.'* 
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abtfose and oiost mystical sabJjBets, from the skill with which annoimees, 
and the order with which he diaplavi them, he^thinks, that if Tasso had not 

heea the Somer, ho migbti a fovr j'OHOD otthooqaciitlyi bare lam the Lwke or 

Galileo of his age. * « 

Tasso,” he coatinaes to observe with his nsuol elegance, was, as we 
have seen, posaesaei of nil those virtues which might naturally have been 
expected froin a laborions man, whose greatest pleasure was study, the an 
which he eultivated his ruling passidh. aud the glory of excelling in it his solo 
ambition. Numerous and hi tier os were his foes, they seem to have been 
unable to charge him justly* witl^ a single mofal stain; and, amidst many 
sufferings, ho was at least exemided from the most bitter of all evils, the 
angmsh of remorse. His naiAemnay bo added to that of the other worthies, 
who hgve found, in the Christian doctr^ea, a subject of faith and consolatiim ; 
and in its precepts a rule of itradlico. The darkness of Ills fate had a tendency . 
to turn his views beyond this world, os niglkt, which hides the earth, reveals 
the sky.- Uniting, as he did, exercise of virtue to the ardour of dbvotion, the 
duties due to his Creator and to his fellow-men, we may hqpo, with his Italian 
biographers, that God, a bountiful remnnerator, called him to lumself, ^fure 
his earthly coronation, to a* 1 ori) in in with 4 more true and incorruptible crown 
in the Ileavenly Jorusulcin.” 
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POSTSCRIPT TO THE LIFE OF TASSO. 

Br JOHN DEVET. 


Biirci Wiffen wrote the biogr^liy, on important ooniroTersj hui 

arisen in Italy with reference to tlie enuses of Tbsm/b imprisonment and the 
nature of his connection with Leonora^ ftosjni, the Professor of iMiru 
at the Pisa University, who had, between the years employed himself 

in editing the most accurate and complete ediUob of the poet’s''WorJiH tliBb hns 
vet appeared,* imagined that he had found the soluthon of the most mysterious 
.passages in his extraordinary history , and published his views in^a separate 
pamphlet, entille<l An Essay on tlio Ijovcs of Tasso, and the Causes of his 

lmprisonmgnt.”t 

The object of Rosini is to prove tluit Tasso was a favoured lover- of Tjsonora ; 
that his madness i^s simuliited at tho express otMurnand of Alphonao, with a 
view to neutralise tho scandal that wimid natuniily follow tho rumour of .tlie 
attachment; and that the poet was subsequently imprisoned wher! ho broke 
all terms with the llonao of Kate, and resolved to comimrt himself os an inde- 
pendent subject. Tlie evidence adduml in favour of these sweeping profwsL- 
tions is principally drawn from tho poet’s iroimetB and letfors^ atul though 
the passages would hardly lie considered, in a court of justice, to pupjNirt the 
inforencco built upon them, they tend, nevertlicless, when taken in conjunction 
wirii the entire ciicumstanccs of tho case, to invest the theory of Uusiiii with a 
cry high degree of prubability. 

That Tasso’s sonnets to Leonorn were something more tliiio the mere vere 
tie wdetiSj which the gallan^ chevaliors of that age were constantly laying hc 
the feet of high-born dames, is, we i»ciifve, ]»ast a 'doubt. That l^oiiora 
(.nciiiiraged his uifootioii is^dsn as rcatlily ndiuiUod. The only question is how 
tar the lovera passed the boundarj of a discreet Plutonism. Now, Rosini thinks 
that the la^iguage of Tusho is pretty fdain on thi'j point. Thus, in one of his 
sonnets, the autlicnticity of whic.'t, as addressed to Leonora, lloliai Jias put 
lic}ond dispute, we find the lines : 

“ Between the iiraccfnl ’icek and lovelytwalst 
I saw the liuariiig bosom sink and swell ; 

And ever as its wanu sui>w' and fclL 
My fascinated eyes its beautiis.;} traced." 7 

Then wo Lave the sonnet nddrcsriod to the Dueboss of Urbino, but realiy 
written, ns Rosini shows, for Leiuiora, wlioi^o cluiia the poet anbscqioutly 
aeknowledgod by changing tho inscripliou ; — • 

“Tho April showers, wherewlth*ln youth’s briglit spring 
t Kind Nature s hand the loveliest face has dre^t, 

Arc far less sweet Ihaji in thy A’o//«/ 

< The autumn ITuits love's cares to .ripeness bring. 

• Opere dl Torquato Tasso, colle controversie siillaGci’usalemnie poslo In migliore 
erdine, ricurrettu suU' ediziuiie Fiorentiua crl illustrate dal i'rof. Gio. R(>>ini. 
]d26.82. 

t Saggio eugll Amorl di Tor. lusso, 0 sulle cause della sua prii^iouia : da Gio. 
KOMiii. Pisa, 1832. , , 

Son. 12, Tom i ,Uime, cd. dl Pisa. These lines wero 8iibsci|ueiii’l} altered in tl:s 
•diriim of Brescia, and tlm epithet *’cha!itc’’ introdneed, for the puipusc of disguising 
WM Idea which Tasso had but too distinctly expiesscd. 



P0CT6CRTl>T to TIIK LI KB OF TABBO. J{J^ 

* Bosom divine I the end the jlcM 

orLove, and my terresAial Fnradisc ! 

Wlio could curb down my fond thoughts as they line* * 

But he itfiose only food thy pluckt fruits yield F” « # 

In the twenty-eiglith and twenty-ninth sonnets of the same edition f ws 
BndTnsso otthe toilet of Leonora making prise of a riband, a votive offering 
to love.” When he departs, his rolurn is cajrerly ‘desired by Leonora. 

" If to ufo Hway, 

* She cried, delay not lonir the wished return, 

And of niy heart kchp thou meanwhile each key." 

dTaseo in another place]; swdars to love her 

• • ** WBcn those eyes and cnrls 

■ Lose their far fliu>hlii^ light and golden hues " 

And ii^ a noble Bonnet, which he wrote in his hideous prison, die distinotiy 
alludes to this passion as the cause of bis confineniont:— ^ 

• ** And thus the noble name that haiira boro 

Oblivion-wrapt will go, andjters who wrought 
^ My joy and torment, and for whon / wore 

Years out in bondage” $ 

Now, Ilosini .fakes* care that evidence of thi-i ehnraetor, which ho addnees 
in more abi^ndonee than we liave room (o transcribe, he not cxiduinoii away 
An the nxu'e ground of fiction, i>y citing the testimony of the poet as to their 
reality. In an introductory sontiet, intended by Tasso to precede his lyfics, 
the poet s|>caks very frankly <m thiH point ; — 

** Tnie were the lores and transpoits which I sung 
And over which 1 wept, in varied rhyme.*’ 0 

When we eonrider the light in which such nttaehmerits were regarded ip 
Burofie in the lOth century, as not only invoh'ing tFie party in treason who had 
dared to raise )iis .thoughts so higli, hut alilhose wlio aiicttcd iiiiBi snd even 
bruited the ^circumstance abroad; aryl take in conjunction with this fact the 
linughty clinracter of Alplionso, and the iiialincr in which he contrived to get 
rid of his first Duchess; we ehnll not he surprisml at the iiuale in which lie 
treated Tasso, as soon Of the intelligence td' the attachment re-icluMl him. It 
appears that this occurred, if we may rri*#lij Tasso, hy the treachery of the 
eonflJarit whom the lovers cutruHlcd with their secret. 

•* Since he, our once true messenger, no mom 
(hi? mutua/ sighs and our •affections dear 
" Will bear' or our sweet sfrlfcs and quarrels hear 

And Bubtfly judge -os once lie hoard or bore,— 

Rebel to love- cruel^o ns from fear— 

Tosi by the winds on air, I miiei deplore 
My tender wonts, and deep in iny lieui t’s cor© 

Its lofty secrets shut fioin niortal ear." ^ • 

t ' 

" Tom I., Son. J34. Ed. dl Tlsa. Tn a later edition, ** autumn" was changed for 
*JuIy.'* Notwithstanding the- closing lines, it is hardly conceivable that the poet 
could Intend a sonnet of this kind for the wife of ono of his best niciids. 

t Tom. I.. anawering*tu Sonnets H and 9 of tlie Kterei. 

± I'nm. I., Son. 67. Ed di l^isa, 10 of the Etcrei. 

§ Son. 4S1, p. 221, Tom. rt Ed. di I'isd. Laiiiii was the name of Tasso’s first Iotcl 
I t STieake little for the sagacity of preceding editors and biographers, that none o| 
them made the least allusion to Laura before Roalni, although the poet addrenofi 
Sixty Minnets to her. 

I Rime, Toni, i.. Son. J Ku. dl Pisa. 

Tom f., p. .Son. 172. £d. di PIm. 
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Tasfio wns at once hiirrip*!, by the Drihp, to l)clnsriinr(lo»* where Ttoeinf 
8l|toe, on the anthority of eotno pari^afreA in the |>oet*A letU^ which refer to 
this i*irramstnnC6y that he was orciemi hy his wynl patron to feigrn mndiiessy 
anil%niport Inmsclf like one kbonrinj' under ii diBordsrod imnginntion.f On 
t]ie plea of havinff drawn a dagger on a doinestie of the Bpchees of Urbhio^ 
previous to his visit, he was transferred, on his retnrnr to npignhonring 
iiiooastery, and {dared un^er tlio care of two Jrafi, who were* instructed to 
regard tile oonvursation of •Tasso ns the Aero rant if a madman, nnd to keep 
it as secret us if they had heani it in confession. Taoso, ns was very natural in 
those diiys, when poison nnd the.Htnetto weroin so much request,* fearing that 
worse measures might l)e taken, escaped to \nph‘s. 

From this time iho madness of the pool McHine noised nbisiad, nnd itsWM 
the interest of iho Duke of £s(e that t>ie|‘eport should be yrcditeii, nbd iBi pains 
were spared on bis purl to give it u Cdlonniblfi nppctarnnee. llcspoctnble phy* 
siciana were engaged in consultation upon the eauscs of the malady,* with .^uch 
evideneo astlie Duke of Kste chose to lay before them,]; at a time wluyi-Tasso, 
by the composition of his dialogues and poems, was exhibiting possession 
of (he most mnrvclIoiiB powers of mind. Never, excepting in a few instnnees 
which occurred immediately after his visit to Hclrignardo, when we may sup- 
pose that he was acting immodiatedy under the Duke's instruction, j)id the poet 
afford any grountls for the imputation of liinncy : and it woqld be a mockery of 
anything like renson to place nny faith in Aljihonso's professions, that ho incar- 
cemted him in a monastery, ond subseqnoutly in a fillby prison for upwards of 
eeven years simply to euro liiin of bis disorder, when no physician ip cither cme 
wag permitted to approach him, and every means was used to aggravate the 
poet's sufferings. When g^ophocles was accused of madness, and asked to show 
cause why he should not be imprisoned, be pointed to his Kleotra; Diogenes suf* 
fietenily ^nfiited the elaluirate orgnment of the sophist against the existence of 
motion, hy walking round his tub; Tasso, more triumphantly, confronted (lie 
^inpogners of his sanity by the pruduetbm of works, during every month of lii*: 
imprisonment, which plaied lie^nd dispute that ho was in possession of the 
most giftcjd mind which a|i|)eiiiA during the latter x>art of the 1f>th century. 

What, then, was the rad cause of Tasso's im prison mont? 'This is the most 
obscure part of his life, nnd onf uboutVhicb hardly tw'o out of iho crowd of 
the poet's biographers agrep. Fausliid ai'cribes it to the Duke's desire to euro 
Tasso of a fistula; Sernssi to a few angry words whiuli the poet used towards 
Alphonso on Ids second rclum to Ferrara. Black, wflo adopts Scrassi's views 
in denying his love for Leonora, joins issue with him on the cause of ids 
imprisonment, which be attributes to insanitjr* Mnratori, who, along with 
Vauslini and SernsHi, was a pensioned officer of the House of flst^ (now 
iwling over Modena), says Tasso was flighty, not mnd, nnd professeB«hiro.->«df 
entirely unable to divine (he grounds of Alphonso’s severity. Mansn, who 
was a bQsom friend of the poet, is 'in an equal sfbtc of uerplexity; while 
Tirabosebi, the Into librnrinn of Modena, Ventures to deny his rigid eon 6iic- 
meTit, and is profuse in his thanks to Alphonso for consulting (he honour, 
health, aftd advantages of Thhso Id, his retreat, who evinced his contimial 
ohetinacy by considering himself a prisoner?* Wiffim follows Gingncnd in 
attributing the poet's incarceration to his previous attempt to abandon the 

• It Is singatsr tlut all the bloigwphera of Tssso, previous to Roslnkhsd regarded 
thb poet’s visit to Belrtgoardo os a proof of the eontfniiance of the Poke's favour to 
him. and as evidence of Alphonse's Ignorance of any Ipvc attachment. 

f The psMeges are quite OLpllcit on this point. Tasso says that the propoiMoii 
was VO nnheara of, that the. Duke was ashamed to express it in unveiled lttngu.-ige. 

t Plack, in liisLIfe of Tasso, has veiy absurdly taken up the snbject, and entered 
into an elaborate UlsqnislttAn on the poet's madness without stopping for a mcmoiii 
to inquire into the reaUtv uf the Imautatiott. 
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serrioe of (lio lloufle of Ea(o for tlmUof Lho Mediri, and the spitefnl temper uf 
the DnkOf inflarnail by tlie hasty expnessions nf tlie poet towards him. 

Nor does the rca<ler meet with any cluoidution uf the mystery from 
written documents of t||e poet which refer to the subject. When ho* thinks tlie 
poet, in his corresppndcnco, is conducting^ him to the very pnssnfvo which is to 

render up the secret^ he encounters an ominous , or a variety of • • * 

which render further inquiry hopeless; nor c:in the orig^insl MSS. nf thc«Q 

^ 1)0 met with in any library inCtaly. Copies Sf them exist in abundance 
i;h tim same ominuus blanks and asterisks ocbor ; but when any request 
it mode fur tlie originali the t^^aveller is told they -have either been ^entirely lost, 
or that they disappeared during tlie*repeated baiileeermnenU to which Italy has 
boenasuhject.* Ifrom this state o^pcrplezity llnsini's theory is the only one that 
holds <aut Any ehunce of .csea])is and is really considered by llie unhiusMoti 
literati of Italy to liftvo seMled Wie qutstion, at least until the original rVeu. 
ments are forthcoming. It certainly fits into all the facts of tiie enso. When 
Tasso returned to Ferrara the first tune after his escape to Nap!^, the Duke 
refused to j^ive up tlid poet's papers and hooks, and told him he must nut 
roturq to his former studies, but submit himself to a eourso^f medicinal treat- 
ment as one tninporariiy deranged. Tasso, not liking sucli terms, again fled, 
and was o^ly allureil bock by promises of being restored to his former dignity. 
As sooiv, however, as bo placed his foot once more in Ferrara, his cr>urse was 
watched. Kvery outlet of escape was shnt against him, and he was sulijectcd 
to such hriitish usage by the menials of the palace, ns to wring out. of him 
expressions of lead him to a course of action, which might atluru Alphonso a 
pretext fur depriving liiin of his liberty. IHs apprehension was the result of a 
studied scheme, w-liich began with the detention uf his papers and library^ind 
the overtures of a suiinblo pruvisuin for Iuh accommodation, and ended with 
his incarceration in a iiiad-house, under the plea ot curing his insanity. 

llosini*s pamphlet was stonily attacked, as soon ns it npiiearod, by the 
partisans of the lioiiso of Kst^.f hut without any fesult cxca^pt such us nfl'orded 
Itosiiii fiirtluT gniuiid for placing Jiis views bcyimd cavil by triuinphnritl)^ 
demolishing every argiimeni brought ogaintt^then/]; Neither ('avedone nor 
Cnppoui, who took* up tiio gauntlet in defence of the House of«Ustd, have 
siiown much ingonuity in iho service «f their, patrons. The flrst has recourse 
to the untenable plea uf insanity, and thinks Alphonzo’s course, on the whole, 
a humane one ; while the latter repoU, as an atrocious calumny on the poet’s 
morals, his love for Loo^ioi-a, and at the same time plainly asserts his passion 
for her married Hister.§ This is the old defence of Black and Serassi, Tlie 
sorilios uf the ISste family have been at great pains to screen the honour of 
that House, which they iinagiull soiled by the atlachment of Tasso to Jjeunora, 
by shifting the object uf tlio poct’s-paseion to the Duchess of Urbino, forgetting 
that th*o guilt, if any expiated, should cast a stronger imputation on tli«r 
scutcheon in the case of 4he married than of the single sister. J. D. 

15th ^larch, 1854. • 

* The leading document of this kind Is a letter of Tasso to the Duke of Dr^inC, 
tn which lie enters Into a full cyplanatioo *of the causes of his misfuWnnes. We 
rocollcct asking, very recButly, tho present Uhrariaii of Modena to Indulge us with a 
sight of this important document. The courteous functionary was ready with the 
stereotyped reply; *'C‘ cat impossible; elle s’ cst dlsparue pendant la dcnilere 
Invasion Fraiiyoise de 1 Italic." 

t Itlspostii at sacglodl,rrof. Rosinl sugU Amiri dl Tasso &e. del Stg. Oi^vedone. 
t Letter < dl Gio Rosinl al slg. defendente soccht a Milena,, sal saggta atinun. 
ciato della causa finora Igiidte delle svdnturedlT. Tasso; del Sig. 3Iareheso Oaet. 
Cap •onl. Pisa, 1837. Cavodonlane dl Oio. Itosinl In ilMosta alls accuse. 

J i La Ducliesaa d* Urbino, del Slg. Gavedone da uodonu. Pisa, 1834. Sagglo 
A Cense flnora Ignota ddUe sventard dl Tor. Tsaso, del Merchese CspcoiiL 
VIreuze, 1840. 
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THE ENGLISH NOBILITY ANP GENTRY 


AS WEJJT ON TllSJ CRUSADES. 


Gathered fVAm Abbas GemetrienMis, Annates Waverllcnsis, Bencdictiis Abbas, Bromp- 
ton, IbiKdale’s Barouaiie, Henry of llnntlni^doif, Mattliew raris, Grderlcns VAailt, 
Bnbert of («1oi\C('stor, Uo^er de Ilovcden, Vinlsaiif, William nf Tyie,* l)u<Moul1n, 
Weever's Tuiieral Moiiuinaiits, MSS. in Aslimoloun Miidcuiii, &c., tfic. 


•,* From Dll Moulin, who plves a fill! list of Norman (frusaders, I have selected 
such only as, by thsi c-vldenec of Chatters, I know to have fioN^essed Kinrlisl^ flefs. 
AVherc flcuivs are affixed, they Indicate the year of the reijin In v\hie)i the partly 
either went to the Holy Land, died thei*c, or were enffUf^ed in some ittcorded conflict. 


Alukmaiilr, Sleitheii, Karl 
of— led the rear lit 
Tlattle of \iirio(‘h. 

AtheMitfi. t d^ar, a itli 10.000 
men trotn Scotland and 
Its Isles, 

Banlevllle, Uoi;or dc, Lunl 
ot Itoxel. 

jltobert dc. his son. 


IN THE REIGN OF WILLIAM HUFUf?. 

Fltz-Coont, Brie j Richmond, ^uiicell de.Rlahi 

Fitz-ift'ntrd. BohcmontVsl at Arches. 

standard- bearer. 

Guader. Ralph. K. Of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk 
Oimder, Emma, bis wife, 

Montacute, Coiioii de 

Jomtelino and 


llayeu.x, 6do, bishop of. 
Bruce, Rainer dc. 

Chetiey, Wrfllcr de. 
Courtney, Jocclitie, made 
hiniaeif Count of Edc-ssa. 


Lambert, his .sons. 

Percy, Williani de. 

; Everard ile. 

Pevcrell, Pain, of Bninc, 
Robert's atandard- 
I bearer. 


Rozel, Hugh de. I.ord of 
Rozel, near Cuiit. 

St. Amaiid, Odo do. 

St. Mctard, or Semarcis, 
Hardwic de. 

St, Valerie, Waller de. 
Sunlavalle, Robert do. 
Tynell, Walter. 

William, . Arehblshep M 

Tire. 


HENRY' T. 

St. Liz. Simon de, Earl of lliiiitingdon. 
\ ipuunt, Robert de, 8. 


CEiston, Roger dc, B»shop 
of Litchfield, unccator of 
the Earl^ o; Lincoln, and 
present Dnke of New. 
cifbtle, slain in the battle 
of Aiftio^. 

Henry of tiaiitlngdon, 10. 


STEPHEN. 

Lacy, Giltiert dc. Knight ' 
Templar, surprised Nour- 
rcddiii in his tent, and 
entirely defeated him. 

Maiiwl, ^bert, a native of 
Wales, assisted In the de. 
feat of Nonrreddiu; 


Mellon t, Walenin, Earl of; 1 0 
Mowbray, Roger de, 13, 
taken prisoner with Guy 
Rusignitii. 

Warren, William de, third 
Karl of Warren and Sur- 
I rey. 


Baitlp. Symon de. 20. 
Beauehamp, William de, 
Earl of Warwick, 30. 

of Eaton, Hugh 
de,alaln a*, the battle of j 
TiberUuL M < 


HENRY 11. 

Roves, Robert de. 

, Engelrum de. 

Laev, John de, constable cf« 
Chester, 2.’>. 

llagnevill«,Wllliamdc,Earl 
' of Essex, 2.1 


Neville, Alan de, Foretd 
* Jnsticlury, 12. 

Patry, Mob<Tt, Lord of Lai 
liinde Patry. 

J Ralph| his brolly 
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ABBtiNT, Klcliolas de. 
AgUon, K»l»crt. 

, William dc. • 

Alblngton, Philip da 
Alblnl, William. dc\ .third 
Karl of Aruiidbl, remained 
with the King during hia 
captivity. 

Alcton, John. , 

Anaelini Chaplain to tho 
King. 

Aiielfourd. William de. 
ApiilUorfiehh Henry de, 
whose arms used to be 
Rliown b> tlic Sexton of 
Lenhaiii Church. 
Arcedeueon, Adam de. , 
Aiidley, Willj^in de. 
Anla,JNicholaad 9 . 

Antrevc, William de. 
Badellamor, ItaiTe de. 
Biihlwin, fLrchbishop of 
Canterbury, with a train 
of 200 horse and JOOJodt, 
his bdiiuerliiserincil with 
Jhc ii.imc 0 # TnuiDus 
llpckct. • 

Dahtn, John de. 

Ihirdolphe, Hugh and Wii« 
Ham. 

Barkcle. 

Barnes, Raffe de. 

Bassfiiics, Uodfraye de. 
Basset of Drayton, Ralph. 

Syniond. 

• Astoll de. 

Basslngborne, Wiu'cnVle. 
Beauchamp, Julin de. 

— , Walter do. 

Bctr, Gifford Ic. 

Beices fluineris. , 

Buthune, Baldwin de. 

, John de. 

Beucliamp, John de. 
Bevent, Adame. 

Bigot, Karl of Norfolk. 
Bikenor,*John de. 
Birmingham, William dc. , 
Blunchinaiiis, Robert, Karl 
of Leicester, 2* 

Budihaiii, William de. 
Bokeslc. 

Bolicrc, Baldw'yu de. ^ 
Bonct, ilamond dc. 
Borglicisc, ilubcri de. 
Borgu. 

Borne, John de. 

Butoii, Steven de. 

Bonn. John de. 

Bovea, iinghe de. 

Horlllc, Wiiiittia, 


RICHARD 1. 

• a 

Breonse^ Philip de, 1. 

.William do 

, Richard de. 

, Itcuald do. 

Bruce, Ingram de. 

Cainoycs, John de. 

Camvill, Robert do. • 
Camw cll. Sir Ulebard do. ' 
Cantelow, John de, 
Carrlng|on, Sir Michael, 
standard-bearer to the 
Mrs. 

Chanilierlaync, William 
dc.. I 

, Phyllp de. 

Ghampaync, Rolau't do. 
Clianipcnioun, Henry de. 

, John dc. 

Chavorth, Thomas de. 
Ghenegln, Robert, or Roger I 
de. j 

Cheney, Alexander de. 
Chcvoiiam, Andrew do. 
('linge, William de. 

Clyffiwd, Uogcr. 

Cobcham, of Roundel), 
Henry dc. 

.-.John de, 

Cokefleld, Robert. 
Cokyntonc, Henry de. 
Colvile, Gclfery do. 

Corbet. Robcit. 

Coriiwalo, Roiicrt dc. 
Cosinton, Stephen do 
Covert, Roger de. ^ 

Creon, Guy de, 1. 

Orespigny, W tlHam do. 
Creytx Symdh de. » 

Criele, Robert, and .N icholrs 
de. 

C iidhain, Olycer, and Robert 
de. 

Dambcsocc, WllHain, 

Dard& Cheselln de. 

Darcy, Norinaii. 

Daubciiy, Ralph, Philip, 
and Willium. 

Deapraiix, WlllLiin, saved 
the lifb of Richard, wlien 
surrounded by u sqinul. 
F'ln of Saracen liorsc, by 
e.%clulmlng, thu 

KingufKiigUndl" Rich- 
ard ransomed him of Sa- 
ladin by the exchange of 
ten emirs 

Dinant, Robert d& and 
Oliver. • 

Dotavlle^ Walter de. 
DiifTord, Robert de. 

Esiyngfl^ Raffe de. 

Bartholomew. 


Kstotevtle, or StaterlRe^ 
Robert de. 

Eveby, Itobertde. • 
Fenkcham, William de. 
Ferliiges, Lucas de. 

Fiirnl, Philippe de. 

Fcri'iii'H, William, Earl of 
Derby, slain at Actin, 3. 

, Robert, Earl. 

Fits-Allen, J<din de. 

, Henry. 

Fltz-Apuldorfeihl, Hciirye 
Ic. 

Flts-Geffray, gentleman of 
tho bcdehamlier to Ri- 
chard I, to ills care the 
captive Kiiih of Cyprus 
waseomiiiitted. 
Fitz-Gerald, Wurliie de, 2. 
FItz-Geraid, Monis. 
Fitz-llniiiphrcy, Walter. 
Fitz-John. 

FHz-Lec, William. 
FItz-Nell, Robert. 

Fitz- Parnell. Ri>bert irtb 
Karl of Leicester, l)eanng 
the arms of Kicliunl I., 
unhorsed and s1ew*tbe 
Sohlan in tourney, 3. 
Fitz-Koger, Joiin. 
Fitz-Walter, Robert, Lord. 
Fliz-WarrtMi, Kowlki* de. 
Flandru't, BaUlwyne do. 

■ Const unthiu de. a 

Koitlbus, William d*s Albe- 
marle, one ^ King Ih- 
chard’s ndmirals, 1. 
Fouelie, Hoccr de. 
Funiivall, Girard do. 

, Thomits cle. 

Giittun, Huinou de. 

(iciivHle, (teffery. 

Gilford, (Xsliuine dn 

, Waliii. 

, Elys. 

Glanvtil, Rnnulph He ^ nrd 
Chief Ju"! ICC of KnglaiM 
under Ricliard f., 
GodtVey, iirotlicr of henry 
III. 

Gordun, Adam He. * 
Gosohail, Riilph do. * 
Gouizmy, Hugh uc, divided 
tlio booty of Aeon be- 
tween RIcbiiid iuid the 
French king, 3. 

Gras, NichoUis in. 

Gray, Reginald uud Richard 
dc. 

Qrenteiuaisnll, William and 
Ivo de, 1. 

Gyffard, RaberL 
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'•yse. Annccll de. 
llarket, Unlpli dc. | 

Ifjntves, IJobi'ft do. i 

llnst}ngc,.rohiiaTKl Wlllia n 

riedyon, Wiiltrr dc. 
lfonf3:liaui> Uoheit (!«. 
llciiry, Williari) <U‘. 

Hf-rice, llunry ilo. 

Hpi-hiffoo, N\ illium, 

Hi^c, Niobolsis (le li. 

Ifftrufs, Wjlliani dc. 
Jiiintin^nold, riuui; iind 
Cud flo. 
lliiss}-, ll<*nry. 

Idiin^huin, William. 

In.^ Alatllic'v do. 

Kent, Tlioma-j dc. 

Kymo, I’hlUjj'Jc. 

Kyrketon, kHl])li dc.., 
Kiiborne, William ile. 

Lucy, lio*r«'r rio, 4 
li.i ituvT, .Inhii d(‘. 

J-iltf*, 'iulven witli Itich-inl 
in AiHttlu. 

Lurnurc, Jolm. 

I.un^ley, (ledVey de. 

Larmlo, Walter de. 

T.uiiu’hp, (Juy de. 

Lob».n, Nioli'oliiB do. 
rA’borric, William, 

I#e»fennt\ William. 

0 , IlufTe de. 
Lewltenor, l{o/jfor de. 

IJnet, Kobert 

Liicenbnrtli, William d<* ! 

Lacy tkfl'iayc, or viudfrey I 
lie. , I 

, Kmerv dc. i 

Lyljj, fierard. ' 

- - >, Itobcrt. 

Lynnesey, ILifTe dc. j 

Miicwiic, William de. j 
Main, Gvlli-.s do. I 

Malonieyneu, N'icliolua de. j 
Miles, John. | 

Malot, flobert, 

Malniainc, l[i*nry dc. i 
MrtiO, KoKOr, Kin:; Hi j 
etnird's vioo-ebanccllu;. j 
■Maltrcvcr.s, Walter «lc. . 
^Liiidevillu, llicharil do , 
Maiitld), William de 
Manvci'M, John do. 
Mai'convilc, liaffu do. 
Merely, Jcbaue do. 

Murlet, Richard. 

Marinos Tliomns dc. 
Harmion, Williain. 

. . — , Phiilipo. 

Mara’iall, Juliii de. j 

Maube, WiillAtn. 

Mauvoisin, Henry do. 
IfcremoKO, Oeflirejr. 


llinjfco, Adiim dc. ' 

violet. in, .Syimnie* 

MoiihunU. Adam de. 
Monnilo, Ucnodict. 

^lorMoii, li.ii Ihiiloincwr. 
Mfirtlnicr, ii'i.bci't. 
]^ltiiinlioit1i, Pi'crs de. 
.Mdunijiiyc. I'M<*ven do. 

■.•Imn lie, liillifi't ..e. 
.Mniibruy, N'lpil dc, 3. 
.Miinccns .lohn di*. 

.'luncbni, Sti‘i)hcn (\c, made 
inn* 1*1 tin* ffiivcriu»r.s ul 
Nc'iii by rli«‘ Kimf. k * 
MiiiulnmsiC, W illiiiiii do. 
'Miiidiirtc, linlK,i't or ilogor. 

iliilx-ri de. 

Miis.ivil, ll.irto do 
^luttiiiis, W.illor dc. 

Nell, il.iltc lie. 

N CM lie. llnvrli dc, >lcw n 
lion III till* li I. , tir'-t 
shooting biiM imiU .in .i)> 
rniv’. .iml tlicn iiirliLini; 
him «i(li Ins sword; ho 
hoi hiuiod in Wultliiiiu 
Cluiroli. I 

, liobevt lie. 

N’euroiord. Willi.im 
NomIIi*. I.awriMioo 
V'lnii'niMlc. lhi]ilio dc, 

No. fho* \\ illiiiiii do 
lli’vood, Horn r do. 
.N'linoluniis, .Sh phi’ll do, 
hiollur io till* Ib^hop of 
r.ly, 111 ulo nm oi the v;i»*. 
\orncw ‘ r.f Aooii. 
OniniiM’ilo, W illi.im do. 

Ol. jicdi* Ihil.iiid do. 
O'dohni.f, 'lli'iiji.is «iC. 

(ho, Nirliiil.is lo. 

-,l.’ioh;nil .10 
fii h^ton, V illi-ini dc. 
Olif^i'iioir*, llulfi’ de 
lH:u'o\ot, (iiymUolde de 
I’.iiho. Henry de, 

INynoll or Ihif^nol, Wilbani. 

— ^ Tlmiiris I 

I'ooh.im, .liilin de. 

I'eclio, (iilbei't. 

. •Iidiii 

Pcmlii y>;c, Henry.' 
I'oiieoouror, ryii'rhf’HN r, or 
do I’ensbnr'-t, r>sto]jhyn, 

I. Old Wiirdcn ot- iho 
Ciminc I’orrs. under Kd- 
ward I 

Porcy, Henry do. 

, John do. 

, Olvera rf I de. 

Perot, JUfle 
Poyft’er, Wniiani de. 
Plempoiiit, Robert. 

-I — , Symone. i 


PoHone, Kichol.ia de. 
revoroU.'Thoinas. 

Vifsot, Henry, hciieschal to 
Pull Wairon and burry. 
Pi'liHid, (lilhr.'lt, 1. 

Plnlvdlot, Alen do. 
I‘oUiu»iir, Liua*' dc, 

I'oj ii;;o, Llll■.l^ dc. 

T'ri’.sliin, W illiiiiii dc. 
(pimev, Uobi'i'L do, Karl ol 
Lcii-o'-loi, ‘i. 
k.tilo, lloiin dc 
Ivoi’liford, I'.llis do. 

Undo, Willtam dc. ii 
■Kniijo, Ko/ri'i’ lie. 

Kmirilh. Ii.i)|ili. 

Kdiis. Ihdu'i t di‘j 
>iucLi ill!’, Ailjiin flo. 

St .Aubrey. (Jilhcrk de. 

Ji.lni, .lolm lio. 

•^r I.i'm-r, UillniTp, ;ir,J 
K liph do. 

•'1. (^iiintin, lloboi t do. 

.■il V'.’ilciio. I lor A.i If I do, 2. 
s.nid.nr, Tlmm.is do. 

.s l^r.^vo^, JlUiJi. 
s iiilonc,* Ihrllmlomcw. 
Suvujjfo, Kiljni <K*. 

Sum*, William flu, 

''lotlo, ilnbcrt do, 
xit\oni‘V. .I'din ill*. 

.'toropc, IhdiLM’t. of liarfon. 

, Wtiltor. 

Silliii^hokl. •Tidni dc. 

Si uitmoro, Luuiciioc de. 
Sod, in. Stcplion do. 
Soiner\o, liubert uuu Simon 
ilo 

s^n■li(*^r, Hu"h ih* 

*'t'n orloii. .I'dwi do. 
stfipiiam, Ihiliili flo. 
Mi.’iiijfC, ,ic!iji Jo. 

‘■mlly 

r.ilbot, Ho:;‘T do. 

. — , in iui'd, one of tho 
Kiinr's connsi'llore. 

'I'.iiMo, Kicliard. 

Tamwortli, iJ i los de. 
'I'liiKlucsy, IliM-triim dc. 
niiiiiistfin, Koitoi dc. 
rru.'icnio, Otlio <lo. 

'I I'OiToz. Homy .-iiid .lotan. 
rmlhmiin, A him dc. 
'rinniToii, WaitiT dc. 
TnrUoviUc, Hufch. 

'1 \ i’h(*.'>(;\ . ThiiniaH de, 
Valfiyncs, ^\ all rus dc. 
Viiiitoio, .lidm de. 

Vaii.s, John dt). 

Vcl, Robert dc 
VcrduTi, Hortrarn (1e,niie oI 
the K'>vci noi-ri of Aeon, 2 
-- .Tlicohahl de. 
Vuscy, VTilUam de. 
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Vlciic, Lucas da. 

VJle, Anselm Oe. 

Wncc. Uoger le. 

A'ake, Buldwin dc, 

Uicliard. 

CoiTKuT, John (Ic. ^ 

Ferreis, William Ue, son of the formVi' 


Wanton, william de. 
Wurlmi'ton,* Thomas. 
W arde, Robert de. 
Wullo^. bimoii de. 


AI.BTNI rindynia, Williiun, ,, 
fourth h:irl of Aruiidoh*^. { 
jFhiltp do, d. I 
Argoiitiiie, Kieli.ird dc, 1 1. j 

j»-, Jiogniiild dc, ,u 

Kiiiglil I'miijiliii', bore Lim 
standard in .l ;rioii.t b.-irtlo 
. jjir Aniiocli, until, bis 
lufnds and loi^s bnii^ 

, Avt tboiv i 

sliiin, 21. 

Amlloy, James ilo, 52. ■ 
lialicd. Kiislaco do 
nts.iiu'hainij.of Aloe^tor :ind 
1 * 0 wyk, Wifitor do, I'ji. 

I4('K. oi Krc.sln, Ntillmny. 
iliuuilovillo, lt<il\ili lUMliud 
l!.ii I of (Mu-«>ti.r, 2 
liolum, Hour), (Call ol 
llorol'ord, 4. 

Kuhiin, lliimpliroy. his eon, 
hai 1 of ICssoK, 111. 
linu'C, of Annaiiduio, Ko- 
bci t do, 54. 

Iturnoll, Robert, .51. 
Ch.iwmili. I’nm, Ilcrvey, 
and Ratiick dc, brolhoiH, 
.H. 

Cl'irc, Hichiird dc, ICarl of' 
illoau'stcr and llcrel'oid, 
died iU Aeon, 24. 

, tiilbcit Uc, ICttii oi 

(iloucester, bis sou. 


Jlfc.N’RY ill. 

* , 

.Cbirf,Thoniji«.<iillicrt*slii o- 
tluT. took i.’oont‘i> lour | 
.Snraceiis, ami brou^diL 
them to ICnuUnd, ol. 

Cornwall, llielrjud, Kail of, 
.5ti. 

Ilciiiy, Karl of. 

Ill- Mill, o(i. 

l)rcu\, John do, Kai‘l of 
ihehmoiid. .'ij. 

rdward, riiuco, son ol 
lleni> 111. 

KUamn, bi^ wife. 

I'.ilinuMd, Kail of LaTica.s. 
ter, yoimgef't son of the 
King. 

I'eiiai.s, William and Ro- 
bei t, sons of the Karl ol 
lH*rby. 

I'iejines, William Uc, .'>1. 

tvoruc.s, Ralbii de, .54. ‘ 

(Jritndiaoii, otbo de, Gover- 
nor of (jTiimiise), 4;) 

Gi ey, of Cudiiover, Richard, 

, Wiltm/, John do. 

TIai court, Williuin, If, iron. 
5. 

lluntercoiiibc, William do, 
:»i 

lluntiimflcld, William dc 

Kaey, John du, Karl ul J.m- 
cuhr, 2. 


ASTLKT, Thomas dc, of 
Warwickshire. 

Aveiml. 

Ifaeuii, Williani. 

Iluriicvillc, Theodoric. ^ 

litaiiirnont, Kubcrl do, se* 
cond Karl fh I eioestcr, 
i»iii'named Iflanclnn.ilns 
— — — i ■ , Uobei t de, tliii'd 
Karl, was taken i.rl.sonui .. 
and paid 2,00(1 muik.i fur 
his runsoui. 

Cok, of Kresliy, llugli and 
Anlliuny de. 


UNOr.(trAlN UKIGNS. 

Hciry. 

Hesttee. ' 
hodvtllo. 

1 rack ey. 

Jtranuga, Sir IliTtnim. 

I ray. 

I'ruybroke, Kniiry de. 
hretoii, John, 
iinicu, Sir W illiani de, sdalii 
at Aeon. * 

Lirucourt. . 

CalvcHy. 

CiimviKc, Richard do, slain 
at Aeon. 


IVilton, Ralph do. 
Wlteticld, Robfst do. 

W odebito, Ralpii dc. ^ 
WotiiiKhy.iiuiiJiC'loiiievda, 


Kail, in. 


Latimer, Wiliiam. ances'er 
oi the lU'loiii'cr, 

Lei bn roe, Roger de, .‘i!. 

Loiig.spec, .seivnid Karl ot 
.Sali^biiiy, .{. 

— , \i il)i.im, Ills soil, 

24. 

Lovell, I’hillip 24. 

, John, r)4. 

Lucy, Godfi ey dc, 20. 

Marslnill, tidHTt, Kail o( 
I’embp-Kc, 20. 

Moiitalt, Rogci dc, 21. 

.Moutfort, Symoii de, Karl 
ul Leicester, 24 , 

I’luiiliigenut, Henry, second 
sou of Uichurd, Kurt of 
Cornwall. 

tiuiucy, Sillier (l«,Earl of 
Wiiieliester 2. 

, liubort ib\ his sou. 

4. 

.M-gravp, Nicholas dc, 04. 

'I ilii'iot, Kobert^e, 04. 

1 miey, Ralph de, 2;h 

Valence, William de, 2i. * 

Vaox, Ralph de, r>, 

\ Cl dun, John dc, OL 
John dc, 01. 

IJiford, Ralph du, 54. 

W iilougliby, of Ki esby, 04. 


CanivUle, W' m. de,(1ro\vi.. d 
before Aeon* 

C.Li’bonncl , 

Curune, iJiiUlwin do. 
GhiuidlfT. ' 

(hlrevast. 

Cli4'ord, Sir Robert dc. 
L'lliicharnp, Ahiiu do. 
Cuurcy. 

Croxby, 

Dancy, Guy da. 

Detliiek, of i>uthk-k Hall, 
Staffordshire. 

EUuham, 
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Iri 


Fasington. 

Fiennes, Ingcltam da, an- 
cc'stor of the L«i ds Say j 
«4i(l S( Ic. I 

Fit/. C<iunt niicn,ur Bricn 

de Wallingford 

— Hcuiy, Kai-1 of 

Corinvall, son of 
nald, (lie natural son of 
lleuiy I. 

Fitz-lliijrh. 

Filz-( 

1' ltz>l{al|ili 

Fitz-Kobci'ts, Em I of Loi- 
cester. 

Fl:/.-^^'^llt^■l■, Uobert, Lord. 

IVevilU*. 

tJilV.ird, DiuA'i- 

(il.mville, llogcr do 

fjlolafro 

(iul< (smith. 

(ioiini.iy, Girard dc. 

Hall. I 

llainiUH, IVtor dc. 

Hustings 

Jlitnterne. 

llniitrovo, Ralph do, Arch- 

.1 ot Cololu‘!>ter, 

niviin at Aooii. 
llenrv of lluntiiif^don. 
Hilton. 

Hiiinoi. 

Kent. 

Kyino, Walter de, died at 
Aeon. 

Lacy, Henry de, E.'irl of 
Lincoln. ; 

Lainbnrnc, Jonn dc. 

Lost ran /'o. Ham on. 

Lcxby, Richard dc, dlel et 
Aeon 

, 1}fnn(;er, Ills brj- 

tlicr. 

Lindsay, Richard da. 

Level . 

Lnev. Walter de. 

Lottrell 


I Mackavel, Johi^ dc. 

; Mitliiialns, Gilbert. 

I M.iiidcville, Gcfficy dc, Etfl 
of Kskcx 
I Manley. 

I .Mciiiitys 

I Min licit, Totcr, slain at 
< Aeon. 

Minshull. 

Moncey. 

Alniitciicy. 

Aloiitfoit, Alinaric do., Jv.irl 
of -Montfori .iiul r.eicoslov 

, lliiifli dc. 

I MiiiiluvmiiMyj 
I Alcirtiincr. '* ” 

j M<ir«iek. 

Mo^bniv, John dc. 

! Moy, Walter dc. 

.M uscdiuiiip. 

Nijridl, Ilf Kent. 

Oilli, Walter and Richard 
df*. 

Groby, riiilip dc. 

Percy, Ralph, son to the 
first l-.ail ol Nortbuniber- 
bind. 

I'crdii 

IMlilhpH. 

Plnkiic,y, 

I’lpard, Gilbert, 

Pomoioy. Siivairc dc. 

Poole*, William do. 

PuucU. W illiain dc. 

PllSilC 

ko.H, of Hatiilako, ’William 
do. -5 

- -,\Valkovdc, 

Saokvilli*. Robc'-t do 
.St. Alban’s, Robert de, a 
Knight Tciiipi<.'r,<loBertcd 
to ^abidin. 

St Lcdifcr John dc, 

St, Luo, Robert de. 
StalNbnry, Itishop of. 

Sinoy, 'lv*tor dc. Eh. I )f 
iiichim-nd 
bcajflf, lioiiry de. 


Scott, David, Earl of llantk 

Ingdon, liruLiu:i' lo WiL 
liuiti, ivni>; ot .^eoll:uul. 
Sc. limy. 

Silvester, .Spiic.si liiil of tliw 
Aiolibisluip of Ciintor- 
bxiry. 

Sinel.iir, Homy. 

StafTord, Hugh do, Eurl of 
Statford. 

Stuart. 

Stiitovillc, Osmond dc. 
Siiliiird. „ 

Ttilliot, Germ J. 

'1 .iiic'ii villc* 

'rossiiii, R.ioid .jod .Tohii. 
Tbeodoio, Prior ol ihe llos- 
pKaliors. , ■ 

Tlbi tot. .Sir Robert do. 
Td!\, Riilph rto 
Tilnoy, 1‘u‘dciick. 
roll!-, do l.i. . ' 

Trviot f 

Tmnlimn. Robert do. 
VRoid, Robert dc:. 
V.ilontwic 
Vaiix, l!•.lll.fJ do. 

Vomior, of Pomifret. 

\ oi(lun, Rol.iiid do. 

Voro, Rogc'i do, iiatiivnl so-i 
of Aubrc”, do\ ero,iiccond 
E.iii of (Ixlord. 

, .Anbroy ile, third J’.arl 

of Gisnoy, Grout Clmm- 
bci'hiin of EiiGCbind, roi o- 
vovod by his sMoid the 
GhiisHaii b.inimr, cap. 

I lin'd at Antioch. 

Villiors. , 

Vniount, Rohort do 
Wale. 

W alter, Hubert, Archbishop 
‘‘of Salisbiny 
WntLTMlIo, Sir William. 
\Villoii,':;lib\-. Willi, im do. 

— — , ot Eresby. 

Zom li, Mo\d. 

,Wilii«n. . 



THE ARGUMENTS. 


■ CANTO I. 

IntnM’iiclion. — Invocation of tho Heavenly Muse. —Address to Al- 
|jhun.so 1 r., Dnki! of Ferrara, iho poeL‘.s patron. — Summary of tho 
voni|uesLs of the Christians durin*; their »ix years* stay in Asia. — 
In tlio sprinj' ol‘ the seventh year, the Supremo Beinp; sends tho 
ArrliJiii^el (Jabriel to (jodfroy of Bouillon, orderinpf him to assemble 
ih Cliiers ul’ lh(* Crii.siidor^, and eiic4>ura'5e tlnnii to inarch without 
furtlu'r delay to Jerusalem, assiirinj^ him at the same time that he 
'.liall ln'„eleetL‘d their leader. — Speeches of Codl'rey and ol Peter tho 
llcnnii to the assembly.-- (Godfrey is elected chief of the expedition. 
— lie reviews his troops.-- Catalogue of the Christian forces. — They 
( Mimr.iMice inarch.— Suhinission of the Prince of Tripoli. — Con- 
slernalioii of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and of the King Aiadine. 

i!h c[iai-!ict(.‘r, and cruelty to liis Cliri-stian subjects ; his prepara- 
tions for rcMStaiicH*. 

CANTO II. 

.hulin** s('i/(tK an image of the Virgin Mary, that was concealed in 
o!'c of ilh; Christian cliurehe.s, and placc.s it in tho royal mosque, 
instig.ileil thereto by Isinoim llie sorcerer, who promiscH to render 
it, by iiuans of his incantations, an ehcctual yjalladinm to Jerasalem. 
— In tin' course oi' the night, t lie .statue is taken away from tho 
nnihipn*. --Tlie king, enragOil atnot being able to disciover the author 
of the removal, ic.s(}lves upon a general massacre of his Christian 
snbjet Is.- - Sophronia, ii young Chrisli.'ui lady of great beauty and 
Mrluc, detcrinine.s to sacrilh'o berseif ior her eountrvv'cn, and 
ai-«-U'.(‘s In-r.solf to the king, a.s the perpetrator of tin* theft.— She is 
(inlered td la- burnt alive. — Olindo, her h>\er, contradicts the con-* 
fe-sioii .slie had made, take.s the charge upon him.self, and desires to 
suiVn* m her .stead. T-'l'hey are both lied to the .stake, but are re- 
ha ^eil by the timely arrival and int(Tn‘s.sioii of Clorinda. — 'Die 
(!lirisii;in army arri\es at Kmaus, when* they am met by Alcthes 
‘and Argant(‘.s, anibassador.s from the King of Kgypt.— Speech of 
Alelhe.s. — (IcKlfrey ■. reply — Reciprocal deiiaiice and declaration of 
nar by (Jodfrey and Argaiiles. — iJodfroy di.sini.s.ses the ainbas.sadors 
»\itli pr(;.sent.s,-- Aletiie.s returns to Kgypt, and Argante.s goes for- 
ward to Jeru.salcni to a.ssisl in the defence of the city. 

CANTO 111. 

TIk* ('hrisliaii army comes in sight of Jerusalem. — Their ciLetions on 
the lii’sil view ol the Holy City.— Alarm of the townsmen. — Clorinda 
sallies i»ul t,o meet the enemy.— She eneoiintcrs and defeats a party 
of foragers..— (lodiVey orders Tancred to advance to their .sujiport. 
—In the meantime Ho.rmiiiia, dajughter of the dect3a.sed King of 
Anliocli, points out to Aiadine, from the tty of an high tower, tho 
principal leaders of tho Christian army. — Conilict, and subsequent 
interview, bi-twi'cn Tanered and Clorinda. — The Pagans are driven 
back to the walls. — Argantes restores the battle. — Dudon a'*vances 
at Ibe bead of his Adventurers, and again di'ives back the Pagans 
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CO the walls, but is himself byrAr^antos— Godfrey calls 0 ‘S hii 

troops. — He reconoitros the town, and encamps near ihe northern 
gate. — Funeral of Diidon. — Artilicors are doMnalchcd to a ncigh- 
DOliring forest, to out down wood for the consxru^tiou of military 
machines. 

CANTO IV. 

Satan (or Pluto, as he i^ here called)^ indignant at the succeso of the 
Cliristians in Palcblirnt, summons a council in tho infernal regions, 

to consider the best means of opposing their fiirtlicr progress His 

speech-— JTe .sends lii^ angels on r;irth. —At their instigation, Idraot. 
Prince of Damascus, a magician, sends his niece, Arinida, -ivlio is 
lilicu'isc an (‘in 'han tress, to the cidnp of. i lie Christians, to endeavour 
to seduce their chiefs. — Her arriifd at tlie camp, and inltirvicvv’ with 
Eustace.^llc introduces h<»r to Godfrey. Her ftetitious .'iceonnt of 
hci-seir. — Godfrijy refuses to grant her the assistance she ref|nires ; 
but at length, 'at the instance of his brother HusLace, and othcl■^ of 
his younger knights, coii.^cnis to permit ten of the Adventurers- »' 
accompany her. — Her .stralagi'ins to induce others to join ker. 

CANTO V. 

Kustaoe, being in love with Ariuida, yicrsuadcs llinalclo, ^f whom he 
is jealous, to solicit the place uf Captain of the Advejiiur«rs, vacant 
by the d<*ath of Oudon — Gernando, brollmr of the King of Norway, 
is a eaudidate for tli(^ same situation, and being sinretly instigate(l 
by one of tho evil Da'inons, u.ses expressious to the diuiiaragemeiit 
of Rinaldo, who kills him in the face of tho whole army.— (ioc! frey 
having expressed a dcti^rmiuation to pnni.sli the murd(*rer, liinaldo, 
• at the joint advice of Tancred and Gimlpho, his kinaiuen, (]uil.s the 
camp. —Annida solicits aiuKobtaiiis from Godfrey a reluctant per- 
mission^to depart with the .succour which ho had pledged bim.M-If to 
grant her. — ^ller t(‘n companions are chosim by lot.— GodlVcx ’.s 

I iartiiig advice to tli(‘in - -They arc sivrcll'' followed in tlm night hy 
’mstace, and many wlio.se lots w'cre not drawn.-— Godfn^y 

rcceive.s intelligence that tho Egyptian expedition has sailed, and 
that a convoy of provisions, on its road iroiu the ships to tho camp, 
lia.s been intercepted by the Aralw. — Famine apprehended in th(^ 
camp. — Godfrey’s speech to the soldiers. 

CANTO VI. 

' Argantes sends an herald to the Christian eauip, to invite one of th(*ir 
kcimhts to single combat in a plain belwetm the city and tin? cam,). 
— TanGrcd is named by Godfrey to accept me challmige. — He leaver 
the camp, accompanied by Otfio and' othersj but in his way his 
attention is arrested by the* sight of Clorinda, who had been ordered 
by the King to take post at a distance from the scene of action with 
a corps of a thousand inc^i — Otho sciz(?s the opportunity of Tan- 
cred’s absence of mind, and advances to meet Argantes — He is 
defeated and bikcn prisoner. — Combat betVeen I’ancred and Ar- 
gante8.-^At the approach of night, they aro parted by heralds sent 
From dther army, but pledge themselves to meet a^am in six days. 
—History of Horminia, and of her love for 'i'ancred. — Her anxiety 
during the battle.— In her eagerness to know tho state of Taiicreda 
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wounds, she puts ou Clorinda'u armour^ leaves the town by night, 
and dcterniiilips to find her way into the enemy’s camp, sending a 
squire hoforrhand to Tanorod to give him notice uf the acrivul oH 
11 laJy, hut withorffc making known her name. — She is intercejRcd 
and pursued by a party of Christian soldiers. — 'I'ancred, impatient 
at her non-arrival, quits the camp, and rifles in pursuit of her. 

CAj/tO VII. 

Korminia, unable to govern her horse, is carried away to a shepherd's 
cottage on the banks of" the 'Jordan, where she determines to take 
U]j her abo^e for a timci jr-iid emjiloys luu-self in pastoral oceupa- 
lions 'i'ancred, having lost himself in pursuit of Herniinia. is con- 

ducted by a treiiehcroiis guide 1 o a castle belonging to Arinida, 
built in an island in the Dead Sea.— His comliat with Jlairibaldo, one 
of the Christian knights who had followed Arinida, aiuKoeen per- 
suaded by her to iMiibrace Mahometanism. — lie is«entrapped into 
thc'casth', and confined in a solitary cell. — The lime appointed for 
“’rtv^renewal of liis Cfimbat with Argantes being expired, the latter 
sf*nds ifr fresh ilidiaiice to the earnp. — Tancrod being absent, no 
Christian knight dares accept the challenge. — Godfrey, imlignant 
at their cowardice, detonnine.s himsf lf to supply Tancred a place, 
d)ut is pre*vented by Haymond, nlio insists on lighting the I’agan 
champiofi, in s])ile of his age, and severely reproaches the re.sL for 
their haekwardness. — Numbers now ofler tiiemselvo.s, and it is deter- 
mined that a elianipifin shall ho clio.stm l>y lot. — 'J’he lot falls ujmn 
Raymond.- Jlis ]ira>or to llu; AlmighlN, who seiulb his guardian 
angel to his proiedion. — Combat bet ween .Hayinoiid and Argantes. 
— Belzolmb, seeing tho Pagan in danger, assumes the shape of i. 
Clorinda, and eiu-ouragi a I]oraildin,%^,^-elehrated archer, to aim an 
arrow at Raymond. — The latter is wounded. — Godfrey, sUeiug the 
compact .\iolaled, and alarmed* for Raymond’s life, immediately 
charges the Pagans, who are on the point of being defeated, when 
Kol/ehub raises a .^torin, wliich, driving in the face of the Christians, 
cutises confinsion among tlnuii. — Clorinda seizes the opportunity, 
returns to tlie charge, and the Christians are driven back to ihesr 
iiitreiichineiits with great loss. 

CANTO viir. 

A Danish warrior arrives a Ithc Christian camp, and informs Godfrey 
of the death of Sw'eno, Prince of Denmark, wdio, with a body, of two 
thousand auxiliaries, was .surprised by the Arabs in the night on t]ie 
confines of Pale>Line, and put to the sword with all his followers, 
the narrator alone escaping tlie general slaughter, lie furihbr add.^, 
that he had received supernatural orders to deliver the sword of the 
deceased prince, into the hands of Ri'^aldo, by whom it was decreed 
that his death should be revenged. — A foraging party bring.s advice 
that they had fuuiid the armour and dead body of llinaldo. — The 
Fury, Alceto, appears ?n a dream to Argillan, formerly a leader of 
Italian banditti ; tells him that llinaUlo\s death had been aecom- 

E lished by the machinations of Godfrey, and stimulates him to rcbel- 
on. He convenes the Italian troops, and delivers on inflammatory 
harangue. — The camp is in open mutiny.-^Godfrey's aiUlress t« 
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Hoaven. — He quells the mutiny, and causes Argillan^to ho scu’ei'and 
thrown into prison. ' 

CANTO IX. 

History of Solyman, the Turkish Sultan. — He is instigated by Alecto, 
who assirmcs the disguise of an old servant, to fall on the Christian 
camp at midnight at. the head of^ his Arabs. — ifis address to his 
soldiers. — He assaults'.the camp.— Latinus and his five sons slain by 
Solyinaii. — Godfrey hastens to ojtpose the assailants, and sends 
(luelpho to iii(‘et Argantes and Cloriiida", who, on a preconcerted 
signal, had made a sally at the headof tjie besieged. — Th*^ Ahni|^,hty 
sends down the Archangel Michael to drive back the Hicrnons to 

Hell. — Clorinda distinguishes ImVself in the btittle During the 

confusion, Argillaii escapes from his prison, and hastens to the 
scene of. action. — His exploits. — He kills Ijosbinc), a page, of the 
Sultan. — Is himself slain by Solyman. — While tlie coiitlict is yet 
doubtful, a band of fifty knights, the same who had folh>wed Arniida, 
unexpectedly .ijipear in ihtj field, and decide it in favour 
Christians. — Aladine, who had loft the city to survey t,Ho battle, 
calls otf his troops. — They are pursued by ibc Cliristiaiis to the 
town w’ith great slaughter.- -Distress t»f Solyman.' 

CANTO X. ' * . 

Sol,\man resolve.s to join (he Egyptian army, then advancing against 
the Clirislians. — On hi.s way h«? i.s awakened from his sleep 6y the 
eiK'hanter Isineno, who e.\horts him to return to Jerusalem, :uui 
assist in defending the city, — lie conveys him t hither in an enchanted 
chariot -'rhey enter th'e town by asuliterra.nenu', pas^J^ge, and, snr- 

i. roundefl with a cloinl. which r* iidtTh tlieni iin i->il/ic, make tlieir way 
to the t^pineil clianiber (‘f tiVirking, who is debating in the midst of 
hi.s nolJics. Spooehes of tlie king, of Argante,-., and of Orcaii, a 
^noble of Palestine, who advises that subjni.ssion slnmld he made to 
’Godfrey. — Indignation of ISoiyman, who rcMpiests Ismeno to rfMidcr 
thorn visible. — The cloud instant Lv vanishes, apd tJu' Sulian bnrst.i 
upon the !ustoni.sh(;d sp<'e!ator.«. — His ..pcech. — Godfrey receives 
from th(? knights wlio had been led away by Arniida an account of 
their adventures, of their temporary tninsfornialion into fishes, and 
their liberation from ca])tivity l>y Rinaldo, which disproves the 
■ rei)orts of that hero’s death — Joy of Peter the Hermit, who is 
supi'riiatiirally inspiied to foretel the future glorie.s of Rinaldo and 
hia posterity. 

GANTO Xr. 

Godfrey /'at the instigation of Petor the Ili*rmit, i\reviou.s to assaulting 
the town, conducts his army in procession to tJic Mount of Olives, 
w'hore they hear mass, and receive the pastoral benediction from the 
prelates, William anti A dhemar, — Preparations for the assault. — 
Gotlfrtjy, in cuiisequenco of a previous vow, iissumes the dress, and 
iletcrinines to share the danger.s^ of a private fool-soldier. — Tho 
rest of the princes follow his example.— The town is assaulted, and 
a breach made in the walls.— Clorinda successively kills or wounds 
seven princes of the Cliri.stian army, and lastly, Godfrey himself, 
who is obli^d to quit the field of battle, leaving Guelpho in charge 
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of the army.-^He, ^ his turn,\s also wtfkinded. — Arf^antes, encou- 
raged by this success, invites Solymaii to sally out and destroy th€^ 
enumy’s military machines- — 'J'hey are met, and llnally driven bi«ck 
by Tancred. — An an^el descends from Heaven to lieal Godfrey’s 
wounds. — He rrturns to the field, and ‘reanimates the combat, but 
on the approach of night withih’aws his arm^ 

CANTO XII. 

Clorinda, jealous of the glory, which Solyinan and Argaiitcs had ac- 
quired by tl^dr sally on t^Je preceding day, determines to issue from 
th^ by night, and buA the large wooden tower of the enemy, 
the only one thjit had bet^i savS‘d The Kunuch Arseles, her at- 

tendant, endeavours to dissuade her, and unfolds the secret of her 
history, with which she was before unacquainted. — IIoedLess of his 
remonstrances, she sallies out at midnight, iiecomnaiiieri by Ar- 
gantes — ^^rhey set lire to the tower, and return to mo town closely 

• ;iyjsued by tlu'* Clirislians. — lii the confusion, tlic gates are shut 
up(<Th81orinda. — Tier single combat with Tancred. — She is slain by 
him, ha ring first rc*(3eived the rites of baptism at his hands. —His 
despiiir at discovering wliat he had tiono. — Ho endeavours to destroy 
himself. — !§ rvcalled to his senses by Peter the Hermit. — Oi-iLress of 
lln* besioged at h-arning the news of Clorinda's death. — Argautes 
makes a vow to be rovoiig(Ml on Tancred. 

CANTO Xlll. 

smeno, desirous to prevent the (’’hvistians from renewing their military 
engines, places the forest which supplied tlioni with tiiubor, in charge 
of the du}inons — The artilicuTs who^re sent to cut down wood, re- , 
tire in great alarm as soon as they lW.ne in sight of the enchanted 
forest. — Aleasto, a Swiss, «*ngages to brc'alc the charm, but fe ballled, 
and retnriis in confusion. — ^Tanwed uBderiakes the task, makes hi^ 
way into the wood, and prepares to cut clown a tree, but is prcvaih‘d 
to desist by a dictnon in the* shapes of Clorinda. — GodJrey’s 
solicitude. — Peter tiro Hermit pivdieU that Ids difiiculties and trials 
shall soon cease*. — The ChrlsLians arc aillicted with an unusual heat 
and drought. — 'I'he troops, begin to desert the camp. — Godfrey’s 
prayer to the Almighty, w'ho, mov(*d by his luitrcalies, takes (‘oni- 
passic^n on the Clinstians, and dc'croos that their siilfc'riiigs shalU 
have an c?nd, and tlyir entcjrprise be .shortly crowned with succc‘.*.o. 
— lit! refrt'shes thorn with rain. 

CANTO XIV. 

Godfrey, in a vision, is tr;jnspoited Jo^IIenven. — lie there has an in- 
terview with ITuglf, the (lect*ased commander of the force's of the 
Freiicli King, wlio assures him of a prosperous issue to his under- 
taking, blit instructs bird to recall Rinuldo to the camp. — A petition 
being made t(» him by Guelpho to that •ffect on the following morn- 
ing, Godfrey coTisenls to his reyalL- -Charles, the Danish warrior, 
and 11 bald, onr of the Adventurers, are cLwnraissioned to go in quest 
of llifiiildo.— Having received instructions from Peter the Heriiiit, 
thnytake the road to Asc^alon, and, arriving at the mouth of a river, 
discover an old man walking on the surface of the waters. — He con- 
ducts them to his habitation under the bod of the river, shows them 
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various wondors, artel infGrms them of wliat had happened to Rinaldc 
since he quitted the camp, and of the manner in 'which ho M'as on- 
sfaared by Armida, who fell in love w-ith hiin, and convoyed him 

away to an oiu-iiaiited palace on the Peak of To'irorifto He then 

instructs them how tlioy are to iv^acli the place of his retreat, and 
liberate him from his.'confinerii(*nt. . 

CANTO XV. 


The two knif^hts embark in a vessel which steered by a mysterious 
female. — They traverse the Mediferrancaii, pa^s the Straits of 
Oibraltiir, enter the Atlantic Ocean, aiK- Veach the ToiVunato Isluiids. 
— They land on the inland of TeeeriiTc. — 'I’hoy ascend the molintaiii, 
which is guarded by wild boasts, and t he sides of which arc covered 
with snow. — Overcoming all obstacles of nature and art, they gain 
the suroiiiit, and find it clothed with the most beautiful verdure, and 
enjoying a perpetual spriiig.- 'riicy come to the Fountain of Laugh- 
ter, and discover two nymjdis bathing. — Various alliircimmfs an* 
practised upon them, which tlu v resist, and enter the ol 

Armida. 

CANTO XVI. 

Description of Arrnida’s Palace and (Jarden,— The nights discovi-i* 
Itiiir'ldo ami Armida.- -As soon as she retires, they iniikv themseUcs 
known. -Kiiialdo, seized with sudden shame and contrition, follow.*^ 
them in^^antly out of tlie pahice. — Avinida\s (‘on.s ter nation at his de- 
parture.— Sho has re<;ourso to her incaiiLitions, but n ithout effect. 
— She folhnvs him to the s‘'a-shore, and endeavour*, to prevail upon 
him to permit her to acooinp-iny him.— H(*r various emotions at 
c finding Inu* ])e(ition re|ecfc«vl - Sli<* de^tro^s Lh<‘ enchanted palaee, 
and, mounting her car, tlioikurougli the an* to her castle iu the Dead 
Sea, w'neiicc she sets out to join the J'iuvptiau army. ■ 
pANTi) XV 11. 

Character of the Calipli of Lgypf — Descriplicm of his person. — Tie 
revio'ws his army on the plain.** of tia.'a.-- Catalugue of his forces.- — 
Armida arrives during llic review ^ith a. band of auxiliaries. — 
l)es(M’iption of her chariot, and of hers'-If. — The caliph delegates the 
euinrnand of the array to Eiiiireiio, a Christian renegade.— Hives fin 
tuitertainmeut to his vassal priiici'S and captauis.-- Armida's spci .':h 
** to the caliph. — Siie promises iier hand to any warrior that she'll 
kill Hinaldo.— Adrastus, an Indian King, .'uuJ'Tissaplieriies, a distin- 
gni'.licd Egyptian soldier, pledge* tlreiiiH^lve.s to execute her wishes. 
' — Their UiUtiial jealousy arul rpiarrel, which is a])])cased by the 
intereession of the c.iliph. —Hinaldo and the two knights land on the 
coast of Palestine. — 'I'hcy meet with the old magician by whom the 
two latLer had been before entertaiiuMl — He gives Rinaldo a suit of 
costly armour— On the shield are represent ed tlie exploits of 
Uiiiuldo's anc<‘Slors, the ♦'princes of the ITogsc of Este. — Rinaldo 
receives the sword of Sweno from the h.i.ivl of Cliarlf'S. — They pro- 
ceed on their journey to the camp, ami on tin* way the Hermit 
foretelU to Rinaldo the glory of his descendants. 


CANTO XVIII. 

fiinaiao .■< mr-ofvirw with Codfrey, and with Peter the Hermit, who 
a (VOS him instructions for overcoming the monsters of the Enchanted 
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Forpst.— lie fjoes to ofTer up his devotions on Mount Olivet, and 
proceeds to fch(» wood. — Meets with prodigies of a difforent nature* 
from what he hajl e^i^ccted. — Is accoated by adimnon in the shapd'of 
Armida. — lie cuts down a tree, and the enchantment is immediately 
at an end. — He ’returns to the camp. — ^New and more formidable 
engines arc now constructed, iiider the auspices of a Genoese en- 
gineer. — Preparations of tlm besieged for deffiico. — Isineno makes 
artiiieial tire of an unusiniUy destructive ((ualiLy. — A carrier pigeon, 
being pursued by a hawk orf its way lo Jerusalem, flies for shelter 
inti) Godfro^fs bosom.— llti.*»fiiuls und(3r her wing a letter from the 
EgyiJlijin Gorieral.to the King, pivunisiiig to relievo the town from 
bWkaiU* if lie caji hold oiit'^imr or five <iays longer. — Godfrey con- 
venes his captains, imparts to tlicin the iiitc*JJigenc(‘,and gives orders 
for tltP assault — Me divulc‘s his army into tlireo parts ; oiffe division 
is a'jsigr.efl to Raymond, the second he rc‘tains lumseif, and entrusts 
, the ‘third to C{miillo.---15y the advice of Kayinond, Vafrino, Tan- 
<*iW.4„^iiire, is sent, as a sjiy to reconnoitre the lOgyptian camp. — 
On ihe day previous 1«» I In* assault, the whole ('hri.stiaii army con- 
fesses, iin<l ri'ceives’lhe Sacrament. — ^i’lie tlir(‘e divisions assault the 
town at the same liim*, in thn-e dillereiit ijuarters. -Kinaldo first 
mounts the Vail, and is followed by Eustace.— 'I he moveable tower 
»vhi('h w'as under (»odJVey's immediate eominand, is set on lire, ai\,d 
is on the point of being reduced to ashes, when the wind rising sud- 
denly, drives back the llainos against the town. — Isrni'rio has recourse 
to iin aiil aliens — He is kilh‘cl on the waits, with two sorceresses at 
his sid<‘.—'i'he Archangel Micliael appears- Lo Godfrey, and shows 
liim the .spirits of the warriors who hjid fallen in tlie Holy War, and • 
all the celestial liierarchy lighting ouV.s side. — Godfrey, impatient 
of further delayj «eiy.es an ensign from the slaii(lard-bean‘r, and is 
oil the poiat of gaining u bioiing dn IheiivvaJl, when ho is opposi'd by^ 
Solyinan, who, howevm-, retreats on the appr(»ach of Rinaldu. — God- 
frey plants the t'riiss on the walls of J**rusah*m.- -Taneroil, who was 
with Camillo’s divisiftn. does the same in another (piarler. — Ray- 
mond, who was opimscd b;) Aladine in person, is le.ss successful on 
the ,soulln‘ni .side ; but wlnjii the king hears flie shouts of victory, 
w'liieh convince him that the town i.s taken, he retires to a strong 
tower^ which he still hop(‘> lo defeiul.-- 'I'he town i.s entered on all * 
side?, and a dri'adful vlaugliier made b> the Christians. 

CAJS TO XIX. 

Tanered and Argantos meet on the walls — They retire lo a distance 
from the town by mutual cpn.sont,aiId engage in single coiilbat. — 
Argantes is slain. —lam; red faints from los.s of blood. — Jerusalem 
sacked by the CIhristian.s. — Ririaldo*s exploit.s. — I’he Pagan army, 
and a large portion of the populace, take refuge in the Temple of 
Solomon, llie gales of .which are forced hj Rinalilo.— Fresh slaughter 
of the Pagans. Solyiniui and Aladinti ri'tire to the Tow'or of David. 

— Raymond, alicmpliiig to force* an entrance, is stunned by a blow 
of the sultan's mace, but is rescued by liis soldiers.— Godfrey calls 
olF his troops at the ajijiroadi of niglit, and keeps possession of the 
town, determining to storm the last retreat of the enemy at. day- 
break. — Vafrino's success in reconnoitring the Egyptian camp 
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He discovers Herminia in the train of Armida. — She escapes wit It 
* him from the camp, explains the plot which the Egyptian commander 
ifieditatcd ap^ainst Godfrey’s life, and confides him the secret of 
her passion for Tancred. — Approachinj; the town, tWyfind the dead 
body of Argantes, and that of Tancred, to all appearance lifeless.— 
Heriiiinia’s lamentatiibn and despaiC. — Tancred is recovered by her 
attontious. — A tletach'mcnt of soldiers arrives, who convey Tancred 
and the dead body of Argantes to the .city. Valrino relates his 
discoveries to Godfrey, who determihos, by the advice of Raymond, 
to blocade the citadel where Aladine Irafl taken rct'u^, and tof^ivo 
the Egyptians battUi on the follojving day. * ^ ' • 

CANTO XX. 

The Egypf^ian army appears in sight. — Exultation of the Pagaps, who 
were shut upjn the Tower of David. — Impatience of the. Christians 
tor the attacl<.— -Godfrey refuses to give battle till the folloiwing 
morning..— At break of day he leads out his army. — His 
buttle, and address to liis soldiers.-- Emireno, the Egypti^fki leader, 
draws up his troops. -His various speeches to. different portions of 
his army.- - The light coinnienees. — Exploits of Gildippc, the Christian 
heroine, and of Alianiore, the Persian king. — The y'cir'oi inter ea^h 
other.- Orinondo and his confederates make, an attempt on Godfrey’s 
life, but are discovered, and cut to jiieees, Orinondo himself being 
slain by Godfrey.— 'I’lie. c.xtrcme left of the Egyptians endeavours to 
.surround the Christian army, but is clnudcc'd and routed by ilinaido 
at the head of the, adventurers.- -His exploits. — He passes by Armida. 
— Her conflicting emotions at tin* sight of him. — I)o.^pairing of 
* success, and fesudul of buij^v..' made iirisoner, she retires from her 
statloikin the battle, escorted In Altamore. iluring whoso ab.sence 
the left wing, which he eommanciod, is put t(» llight. — Oji the right, 

• the Pag:ins discoiulit the lAl wing of the (’lirisiians iinTlcr the two 
Roberts, one of vvlioin i.s severely wounded, the other taken prisoner. 
— Godfr«*y brings up his ligbt wii.g n.gainst the right of the Pagans. 
— Solyman, wlio ha.s a view of tlie battle from the fort, in which he 
WJis blockaded by Raymond and his Gascoii-s, sallies out at the head 
of the besieged, acconip:*iiied by Alldirie. — He nukes a terrible 
^ slaughter. — Ls eiicountcreil by Raymond, wdiom hi* again fells to the 
ground. — T.ancr(‘d, roused by the confusion and the llight of the 
Gascons, quits his bed, and hastems, half-armfed, to the protection of 
Raymond. — The latter revives, again joins the coinh.at, and kills 
'Aladine. — I’lie sultan reaches the scene of action. — Dealli of Gildippe 

and Edward Adrastiis aiid*Solymun successively slain by Riiialdo. 

— Prowess of Tissaphernes.— He engages in single combat wilh 
Rinaldo, by whom he is skiin. — -Armida flies from t,he field of battle, 
and reaches a secluded place, where she is on the point of de.sLroy- 
ing herself, but is preveftLed by Rinaldo, w,ho, seeing the enemy 
routed on every side, had followed her in, her flight She is over- 

come by his persiia.sions, her fondness returns, and she gives herself 
up to his disposal. — Total route of the Egyptians. — Einireno, their 
commander, is slain, and Altainorc made prisoner, by Godfrey, who, 
after the battle, repairs, with his whole army, to pay his adorations 
Mi the il^ly Sepulchre. 
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JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


C ANTO*^I. 


(Ji’iri to Tnrtopa sends Ills An^el down, 

Who.sf niiniiliitc (jydfiey icvereiilly pursues ; 

A (Joiim-ii called- -rile knuriils iif most reimwii 
Iliiii I'll?' their cMiiof unanimously choose; 

He under Dielr hle-st tr.Mgns fir'.'t !e\lcw.s 

Tlio numljiTC-iI trr ops, then to tin'. pJ.nn that Icada 

'I'o SuK'in guides them; troubled by the news, 

His wnilh Judea's aged tyiant feeds 
With eruel schemes, from which ho liitgvriiigly recedes. 






1 SING tho pioiLS anna and Cliiof, who IreoJ 
Tlie Sopulchrc of Cliriiit iVom* thrall prot’aiio : 

Much did he toil in thought, and much in deed; 

Much in the glorioua enterprise sustain ; 

And hell in vain- opposed him ; and in vain 

Afric aiid Asia to the rescue poured 

Their mingled tribes ; — Heaven recompensed his pain, 

And from all fruitless sallies of the sword, 

True to the Red-Cross flag his w'nndering friends restored 
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O thou, the Muse, that not with fading pairC^s 
Circlest thy brows on Pindns, but among 
"^Tho Angels warbling their cehistial psatms>^ 

Hast for thy coronal a golden throng 
Of everlasting s^^-rs ! make tl ou my song 
Lucid and ]»ure ; breathe thou the flame divine 
Into iny bosom; and forgive the w«rong, 

If with grave truth light fiction T combine, 

And sometimes grace my pagp Avith other flowers than thiiic! 

III. 

The Avorld, thou kiiow’st, on tiptcKi over flies 
Whore warbling most Parnassus* fountain winds.. 

And that Trutii, robed in song's benign disgiiis-^ 

Has won the coyest, soothell the sternest minds: ^ 

Ho the fond mollicr lier .sick infant blinds, 

Sprinkling the edges of the cup she gives’ . 

With sweets; delighbid witli the balm it find:* 

Round the smooth hrim, tlic medicine it receives, 

Drinks the tlelusivo draught, and, thus deluded, lives, 

IV. 

And thou, Alj)honso, who from fortune's shoc'.cs 
And from her agitated sea, didst save, 

And pilot into port frofif circling rocks 

]My waiidering bark, nigh s^'allowcd Ijy the u ivc ! 

. Acc(‘|)T, with gracious smile — *tis all I crave — 

These my voued tablets, in thy temple bung, 

For tlie fresh life Avliich then thy goodness gave; 

Home day, porehance, may my prophcti<? tongui? 

Venture of thee to sing what now must rest uiisuug, 

V. 

Well would it be, (if in harmonious peace 
The Christian Powers should e'er again unite, 

' With steed and ship their ravished spoils to seizCj. 

And for his theft the savage Turk requite,) 

Tlnat they to thee should yield, in wisdom's right. 

The rule by land, or if it liave more charms, 

Of the high seas ; meanvv^hile, let it delight 
To hear our verse ring with divine alarms ; 

Rival of Godfrey, hear, and heai’ing, grasp thine arms ! ' 

l,Tho momory of the Cnieotlee was still very lively ot tlio perio»l when 
Ti»bo wrote his GcruaBlemme,** and as a new expedition wna pinnnod hy 
Oregwry Xlll. die iioct, perlmpe, did not dci»pair uf hiiuaelf gaining laurels in 
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VI. 

Six aummers'now were past, since in the East 
Their high Crusade the Christians had begun ; 

And Nice by fitorm, and Antioch liad they seized 
Ey secret guile, and gallantly when won, 

Held in detiaiico of the niyilada dim, • 

Prest to its conquest by the Persian king; 

Tortosa sacked, when now the sullen sun 
Entered Aquarius, to Iwme winter’s wing 
The qifartered hosts give p^ace, and wait the coining spring. 

■ VTI. 

Anchjiow at length those storms were overblown 0 
That had the trumpet Inishtnl, and spring was vigh, 

^ Wlhui, from hia unirnaginal)le throne, 

FiSb-*iu*ilie Ein[)yrean — the pure sky. 

Above the highest of the stars more high 
Than they from Lnciftir’s ahysinfd hall, 

The' h>(;rflarFatlier dox-v award cast his eye, 

A.iul in an instant, at a glance, marked all , 

’.riiat passed, in light or shade, on earth's terraqueous ball. 

VIII. 

x\ll things on earth ho views; at length his eyes 
[^j»oii tli(? Christian Powers in S;^Tia rest, 

And with that clear ins])ection wfiich descries 
The most ooiiceale<i afFections*of tly:j breast, 

He notices how Godfrey bums to wrest 
From hands profane the consccrat(id town, 

And, heaven alFectuig, in what slight request 
He holds the meaner joys of earth — renown, 

Treasure, and purple power, and glory's meteor crown. 

• IX. 

Eahlwdn he sees ambitiously aspire 
The height of human grandeur to attain. 

And Tancred, victim to a fruitless fire. 

Life's choicest blessings gloomily disdain, 

Whilst Boliemond in Antioch builds his reign, 

And introducing arts and settling laws. 

The poise of his new kingdom^ to sustain. 

By power of solemn fight and custom, draws 
His Turks to' adore aright the one Supernal Cause 

the Holy Land. The mutual jealousy of the Christian prinoes, howevefi 
rendered the Pontiff’s attempts nugatory. 

a 2 
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x/ 

And so al)Sorl»cd IjeVi'in, ho sooms to lo.so / 

' All rocollootion of thoir first designs; 

An ardent soul, iinpafient of repose, 

TJ»o warriors \irtin', in liiiialdo sliines, — 

Wlneli nor to hist <»f gold no,' power irn!lines, 

3 hit lo tlud ipieneliless thirst of lame wliieli U ads 
'I'o generous ael.^, lukI for distinction ])ines; 

On Guelplio’s ii[>s he hangs intent, and feeds 
On ihe-mes of antique worth, ;ind high romantic deeds, 

\i, ^ 

Of these and otlier In'arts the iinnost folds 
Ami nioii‘»ns as tin*" Oniniseieut Mind surveys, . 

Of th(‘ angelic sj»lem lours him who holds 
In till' tiist glorious rardv the si'cond place, 

(iahriel lie calls, (he hiTald of liis grace 
And fiiilhfid messenger, who oft r(‘piiirs 
On Messed erranrlh lo the human race, 

And, sw'eelly solaeing tlie virtuous, Invars 
Kack to his inerey-seat the iiieouse of tlicir luayers, 

XU. 

To him tl»e Almighty Sire; '‘To Godfrey go, 

And ask what Jang nor Ijiis In.-, mind possessed, — 

Th(‘ war still unrem’wcd, unmoved tiie foe, 

And Saie-m's giievous, wrongs ;vet ue. redressed, 

A eoumil iel liimeall; from slothful rest 
House tlie leihargie, and the cold excite; 

Him witJi the sovereign rule I Jim-e in\est, 

shall the chieflains upon earth, — each kuigiu 
Uis (!Ouirade iiotv no more, l>ut agent in the fight T’ 

xjn. 

He said, and Galiriiil idunusl himself lo go 
(Swift on the erraml of his Lord ; he rolled 
The air around his viewless essence, so 
1 'hat mortal eye the vision miglit behoid ; 

The as])eet human, human was the nionhl 
Assumed, but inix(‘d with majesty divine; 

He W'leathes the sunbeams in his locks of gold. 

And moves u seraph, wdiose fair looks define 
The age when youth just Becins witli boyhood to combine. 
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White wings sustain him, edgodwith golden dyes, 
Unwearied, swdft, and pliant in their ])liiy ; , 

With these he cuts the winds, and eloiuls, and skies, 
And high o’er land and ocean sails away : 

Down to Earth's lofticT pcaksi, in this irray, 

Ilis course the Messenger of Heaven consigned ; 

And lirst ^n sweet Afoiirit Lebanon to stay, 

If e„ hovering for an iilfiant, seemed inclined, . 

And shook his sparkling self-balanced on the wind 

XV. 

ThOn downward, where Tortosa's towers arise, 

Urged his preeijntate and circling lliglit ; ^ 

* TpIio suii was rising in tlie (*astern skies, 

Part* seen, part curtained by the waves from sight; 

And Godfrey,, mindful of tlie wonted rite, 

Ilis niatig pi’ayiu* was otVering to tlu* (‘ar 
'of the'Mo.st liigb, in lowliness euntrito; 

When, like the shining sun, but far inon» cl(‘ar, 

He iroin the Orient saw the winged Arehangel steer : — 

XVI. 

‘Krodfrey,” he said, “the suited time that calls 
lleh'agured hosts to arms, at lei;gtli survey ; 

MHiy, whilst Oppression sits in Salem's iialls, • 

Ami Eortune beckons, this supirn? delay? 

(\all now the Princes of your armed array 
To solemn coumnl, ami if sloth dissuade, 

Sj)ur thou tliem on tluj city to assay ; 

Thee God elects to guule their blest crusade, 

And, (^hosen of all, by all tliy voice shall be obeyed : 

, XVII. 

“ His messenger I am, and thus reveal 
To thee his sacred will ; of victory rare 
What hopes should her\cc be thtne ; and 0, what zeal 
Eor the brave hosts coniiiiitted to thy care ! " 

He spoke ; he ceased ; and vanishing in air. 

To the serenest and the loftiest i^irt 
Of heaven flew baeje : long dazzled by the glare 
Of the bright vision, and amazed at heart, 

Godfrey with upraised eyes remained, and lips apart. 
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XVTK. 

But when, recovering spirit, he discerned 

* Who sent, who came, and what was the command, 

If late he glowxd, he now with ardour burned 
To end the war eornmitted to his hand : 

Not that ambitioil^s breath his bosom fanned 
into vain-glorious pride, from so entire 
A preference o’er the rest, hut 'is a brand 
Or living coal in a refulgiMit tin*, i ' * 

Jn his lor<l’s will more w'arm Invornes his* own <](\sire. 

XIX. 

Then (foin their various posts his valiant friends, 

Not far dirpersiid, to eoimeil he invites ; 

Message on message, scroll r)i) scroll he sends, 

And strong entreaty to advice unites ; . " 

Whatso might most from imhilent deliglds 
Iloufto the reluctant, whatso most might reaoli, 

And ([uicken genorems natures, he indites ; 

Meets all men’s moods, and with such charms of sjiccch, 
That whilst he all eonijicls, he wins and pleases each. 

AX. 

All, except Bohemond, attend; in train 

* The busy people iloc'k bjihind ; part wdt 
Without, eiicani[)('d u]um the ample plain, 

The rest Tortosa h<)l<l.s,.from gate to gate : 

Raron and jn-inee, and lielmed potentate 
The Consistory eruwn, a soieien throng, 

When, with an air augn.-.t, in ducal state 
Godfrey arose ; majestically strong 

His graceful periods fiow, and charm the soul along. 

XXI. 

“ Warriors of God, by God himself elected, 

^Of his true Faith the breaches to restcu-c ! 

Ye,^whom liis arm has guided, and proteetcMl 
From storms by sea and afnbuseados on-shore ! 

So that in the.se few years that have ilown o’er, 

It has been ours strong mouarohies to tame. 

Realm after realm, rebellion^ now no more. 

And through the shaken nations spread the fame 
Of his triumphant Gross and consecrated name !— 
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;xxii. 

** W(i left itot (do I err?) our laud> 

Connubml pledges iiiul doiuestie sweets, 

Trusting our fiA’tuiies to a faithless strand, 

Wliere battle rages and wild oeoan beats, 

But to aequire, with its birbarie seats^ 

A crowd's huzza ; if upon this we built, 

Jlow poor tlie' ambition [ R(Mise with seorn repeats 
3?he ]>rize« and all thcjidood our swords have spilt. 

Has Co olir deatliless souls been sown in deepest guilt ; 

. * * XXIJL 

“But fill' more glorious were our aims, — wo vowed 
The Tumble walls of Sion to obtain, 

And work redmuption lor tli(‘ Faitliful, bow^^iT 
iJonoath subjeetion's ignominious chain ; 

Foumliiig in Palestine a purer reign 
Where Piety nuiy rest, and Peace recline 
• In full ifoc'hriry, and iiom^ restrain 
Tiie freeborn pilgrim, passing o'er the brine, 

From offering ln)ly vows at meek Messiah’s shrine. 

XXIV. 

“ Thus then till now we have risked niueh, toiled more.. 
Heaped little good, but for our main intent 
None whatsoever, if we here give o'er, 

Or turji to ('thor marks the^bloiv we bent : 

Wliat will it serve us from the Incident 

IV)’ have drawn this splendid force, and to have strowm 

Tlieso fires abniiid o’er Asia, if the' ev(‘nt 

Of our so mighty movement be alone — 

Not glorious kingdoms rTiised, but ruined and o'erthrown 
• XXV. 

“ He who would lujre raise empires, must not seek 
On worldly policies tlie base to found, 

Wliero of a fellow-faith his friends are \veak • 

And few, aniiikt the eountless" Pagans round, • 

The land that people, — ^liere, where he no ground 
Can have on Grecian succour to presume. 

And all too distant from his trufnpct's sound 
Lies the far West?; he builds, but the Simoom 
Sweeps round, and instant turns his palace to a tomb. 
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XXVI. 

“ Turks, rersians, Antioch, (an illustrious prize, 

* In fame ami fact magniticent,) attest 
Jfot our i)ast skill, but the assisting skies ; 

Victory a wonder was : now, if we w'rest 
These ])urj)ose(l blessings to afl end unblost, 

AVroiigiiig the Giver avIio »(» far luis crowned 
Tlio hopes we eheriahed, — Chiefs ! I tremble, lest 
Wo vaiiisli to a falilc and a sound,. — 

The brilliant byword passed through the ‘wide nations round. 

• xxvii. 

“May Miere be none amongst us, 0 my friends, 

So to mlSu'e sneli gifts! your interests see ; 

With these sublime commeucoTnoiits let tluj ends, 

TIui lilauient and woof throughout agree. 

Now that tlj(.‘ ]»assesof the land an^ free, 

Now that the vernal season clears the plain, 

A])t for the enterjniso, why rush not we 
The crown of all our com|ucsts to attain ? 

^^’lJat should present the deed? svhat liei'O our «'irnis detain if 

xxviii. 

“ J’rinces ! I vosv to you, (and svhat T vow, 

Tresent and future times alike shall I:oar; 

The very Angels, wlulst I speak it, bosv 

Oil tlieir bright lhroues,^and ^end a lislcning ear,) 

' Tluj ])eriod is arrived that sve should rear 
Oup Hag aloft ; less fortunate will flow 
The tide, the longer we delay ; tilings clear 
Will set in night, imd if our course^ bo slow, 

Kgypt — assured 1 speak — will aid the Syrian foe!” 

XXIX. 

He ceased: a hollow hum ensued, — but then, 

The ])rirnal author of the liigh crusade, 

Peter the Seer, wlio midst the noblest men 
Sat private in the council, rose and said : 

“ What Godfrey stirs us to, I well have weighed, 

And second ; room for Reasoning tlierii is none ; 

He the true path self-evident has made, 

And through the whole clear argument has riiu ; 

Tis yours the plan to' aii#>rovo — one word, and 1 have done. 
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ixx. * 

When I tlio scorns and discords recollect, 

As if on purpose^by you borne and p;ivc‘ii, 

Your frowarJ judgments, and proceedings checked 
Just at the ra Ament whoij they might have thriven, 

To aliigh source, 0 I'niices, am T drivj*]! ; 

1 trace the ills, in all their forms and kinds, 

To your vojid powers f oiif government is even 
At a vagina pendulum, *^diich each one ihids 
Struck 1>Y as many hands as tln^’o are various minds. 

* XXXI. 

WIku'c one alone commands not, upon whom ^ 

- The castM)f parts and oflices depend, ^ 

The diu's of honour and decrees of doom, 

There still the Ik^Iiu to some wrong ]>oint will tend ; 
Your Separate riglits, then, amicably blend 
In some ope ju iiiee, of inihieuct* to restrain 
The resl», — to oiu' alone dominion lend, 

And leave him free, as wImIoui will ordain, 

A king\s ])rescriptive power and semhhin(‘i» to sustain.'' 

xxxii. 

Hero ceased the 8ago: what tliouglits, celestial Fire! 
What hearts, blest Spirit ! to th}^ .sw'eet appojil 
Are proof? th« H(‘rinit'.s words didst thou inspire. 

And on all hearts imi)rint them wnth thy seal. 

Ingrafted, e'ej) innate desires, tliy zeal— 

Tlie love; of honour, li))erty ami sway, 

Checked ill subservii'iiee to the public wx»al; 

So tlijit the noblest \vere»the lirst to say, 

“ Our Chief let Godfrey be; him swear wc to obey!*' 

XX Mil. 

The n?sf consent : they marshal on liis side, 

Tlie jiower to counsel and command ; to give 
The vanquished 1j\w.s, and hcre^r there to guide 
The war, with uncontrolled i)rerogativo; 

Whilst they, but late his peers, are to receive 
His Issnod mandates with submissiv^B minds, 

And aid in ministry oxecutivc^: 

Tliis done, the rumour ilics abroad, and finds 
Speed ill the tongues of men, and spreads on all tlio winds. 
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XXXIV. 

He to tlic soldiers sliows liimsolf, and tlioy ' 

^re well content lie should the truncheon bear ; 

The warlike greetings and huzzas tliey jlay,* 

Calmly he takes and with a gracious aii‘ ; • 

Then, having answered court i^nusly and fair 
To the frank vows of iliseipliiie tliat stamp 
Their love and loyal ry, ho bidsnepAir 
Each to his banner, the collected Damp, ' e 

And pass review, when Day next liglds its shining lanijx. 

XXXV. * 

Slow i^’■ calm glory from its orient bower 
And witi\"^*tnwonti‘(l sheiMi, the Star of day 
Rose on the morrow, wlum from tent and tower, 

Issuing in polislicd arms and ranged array, 

The squadrons roar tlieir staiidanU and display 
Their for<!e, wi<le wheeling roiin<l tlio \ast chjuiipmgn ; 
Sole in tiie centre, wlicnce he might ‘>iirvoy t 
Both horse and foot, the Cliicf oliM'rved tlie chain 
Of the whole inoveinent pass, in long ruvoi\ ing train, 

XXXVl. 

Sibyl divine, tliat id thy guardian cell 
Treasnrest all story ! bx* to Niglit and Time! 

Aid lire with all thine intellect, to Icll 

Wliat trooyis and luToejj comb from OM*ry clime 

Tlieir ancient deeds light up and ‘iouiid sublime, 

Now dark and silent grown with years > 0 bring 
From thy ricli stores to giace my naked rhyme, 

Somewhat with wliieh each listening age may ring, 

4nd none have power to’ ofVaco — smile on me whilst I sing! 

xxxvir. 

First to the field tlie gallant Franks advance, 

From where, wiile .sw(»eping, four bold rivers spread 
Bcaivty and fruitage o'er live Isle of Fraiiee, — 

Flower of her force, and once by Ilugu led, 

Their good king's l>rot!ier ; but bis vital thread 
Cut short, the flag in whose field azure flame 
The Golden Lilii's, they beneath the di’cad 
Clotharius follow, whom a kingly name 
Marks, to perfect his worth and more enhance his farn;^ 
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xxxvni. 

A tliousaiiiitliese, completely fenced in mail, 

Pace the green turf ; a like ehoiot' troop sueceeds, 

In courage, tlLScsipline, and massive scale 
Of armour like the lirst, — on generous steeds 
Borne to the battle from tiieir Norman meads, 

Ton gallant hundreds ; and the total ten 
A native prince, tlie bold? Duke Ilobert, loads, 

R-om Rollo sprung : tMo pastor-chieftains then, 

William and Ademar, brii^ n|)»tlicir marshalled men* 

“ XXXIX. 

\ These held of latii authority divine, 

^ The haWowcd pric'sfs of piety and prayer, 

Wlio fearless no'v in horrid coullict sinne, 

Ami jjress beneath the holm tlieir long black hair: 

That from tins city and dominions fair 
Of ancier^ Orange to the liiTce alarms 
‘Loads full five hundred; tliis lameath his (are. 

From 'whence high Pay the traveller’s notice (‘harms, 

An equal number brings, not h‘ss renowned in arms. 

XL. 

Ni'xt in tlio mnstiu’ Baldwin slunvs, conjoined 

With Ins <nvn Lorrainers, liis brotlu'r’s band, ^ 

Which tlodiray to Ins eoudiict laU; resigned, 

Wh(}n made a captaiii, eajgailis to*commaiul; 

Sagacious coiinscJ and a j)owerful hand 

The Count of Cliai*tr('S grace, who with liim h?ads 

Four hundred knights, the bravest of llic land ; 

And thrice that number, armed, on prancing steed?, 

Baldwin liimsolf conducts : — a iioMe name succeeds; 

XLI. 

One whose dessert his forrune ovt'rweighs. 

Though e(^ual Avith the ])roude'jt, (Jriielpho came; 

Who from his sire by sure dodiiLtion lays 
I’o Est(Vs princely house ancestral claim, 

But, German by inheritance and name, 

Is in the Guelphic stem ingraft; kis »A\ay 

la o’er Carinthia, where barbaric fame 

The Suoves and Ilhetiaiis reaped in ancient day, 

Where the rough Danube cleaves, the mild Rhine wins its way. 
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, XLIlf 

j To that Tnaterual heritage his blade 
4 great and glorious acquisition joins ; 

And thence a race he brings, who undismayed 
Will march ’gainst^ Death to' achieve his l)or(l designs; 

A race, that when 'rhe wintry sun ilc(*lincs, 

In warm abodes the sullen hours revive 
With gay carousals and the flow' of wines ; 

Five thousand left their homes, — ft- third survive . 

Solo from the Persian spear, in' battle stilt to strive. 

XLIII. 

Next ccqios the fair-Iiaired race Avhose lands incline 
lletwixt tiK; Frank and Gorman to the main, 

Bathetl by the swelling Mouse and fruitful Phine, — 

A pastoral peoy)le, ri(di in herds and grain ; 

The' industrious Ishanders augment tlieir train, 

Whose rampirod banks, though feiieod with all the powers 
Of Art, the' insulting Ocean scarce sustain, — 

I’lie wild voracious Ocean, »/hieh <levonrs 
Not fleets alone, but realms with all their towns and towers. 

xt.iv. 

Two thousand these*the hoptjs of honour bring 
Beneath a second llobert ; soincjwhat moiv, 

Williarii, the young son of the Knglisli king, 

Conducts in arms from Britain’s chalky shore ; • 

Long bows the English at their slioulders bore, 

With those whom Ireland, nearer to the pole, 

Sends from wild woods resounding to the roar 
Of wintry winds, — the limit of tho wliolo 
\I’ all-peopled earth, round wliicli its last drear oceans roll. 

XLV. 

■ Then Tancred follows to tlie war, than whom 
Save young llinaldo, is no nobler knight, 

More, mild in manners, fait jn manly bloom, 

Or hnore sublimely daring in the fight ! 

If any shade of error niakc.s less briglit 

His rich endowments and heroic charms, , ' ■ 

It is the foil of Love, which at first sight 
Born of surprise, amid the shock of arms, 

Grows with increase of tears and sorrow's fond ahtrms. 
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\xT.vr. 

In noon of diat auspicious day wlifcli wrought 
The Persian's overthrow, faint witli tlio chase 
Of fugitives^ Is rumoured, that ho sought 
Por liis o’cr\scariotl limbs and glowing face, 
lloj)Ose imcl cool refresh nrtjnt ; with sJj)vv pace 
Ho roaciiod at length, with green seat’s f'ompassod round, 
And summer Avoods,- whycdi shaded all tlie place, 

A living .'?i»ring, that .^vth melodious sound 
' Flowed from a hollo-w rock, iii.many a fall i)rof(>uiii!. 

\Lvrr. " 

"J\) the same warbling of fresli waters drew, ^ 

I Armed^ but unliebued and unforosoeii, a maid, 
i 8lio was a Pagan, and eamo thither too, 

To qinmeli her thirst beneath the pleasant shade ; 

Her beautiful fair aspect, tliiis dis[>layed, 

He sees ; admires; ami, toueliedto transport, glows 
, With pasc>i<fti rushing to its fountain head, 

Tlio heart ; T. is strange how quick the feeling grows ; 
Scarce born, its power in him no cool, calm medium knows! 

XLVIIL 

She reassunied her helm, and throatoning stood 
To strike the eliief, but others drawing nigh, 

Within ihe ina/:es of the leafy wood, a 

(\mi|)elhMl by numbers not by fi^r to fly, 

'file haughty Lji<ly riislied ; but still her high 
And warlike image witli a faith so true 
He fosters in liis heart, it ne’er can die ; 

The act, the scene wliere first she charmed Jiis view, 

For ever haunt his thouglfts, and fan the fire anew. 

, xux. 

And in his aspect/ legibly is tniced 

The hopeless liame that frets his life away ; 

He comes itli sighings, and his^ eyes, abased, 

A melancholy languishmcnt betray : 

Eight hundred horse have left beneath his sway 
Campania’s paradise, a pomp of scene 
The noblest sure that Natiiry in her play 
Of power e’er shaped — ^plains, woods, and hills between, 
Wooed by the TjTrhene sea, niild. fertile, smooth, and greeik 
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e ^ 

.Two hull.- ca follow, from Greek heroes sprung, 

\8ho nearly void of all defence are found; 

Sole at their side short crooked swords are hung, 

And bows and quivers at their JbacKs resouiid; 

Lean coursers havcf.they, in the race reiiOYriied, 

Proof to fatigue, of diet spare and slight ; 

Mounted on these, they seem to^wing the grotgid ; 

Nimble alike in onset and in flight^^ . . • 

Wide and dispersed they act, and een whilst flying, fight. 

LI. 

Tatine GMiiinands the troop, tlie only Gi-eek 
Who joinwfthc Latin arms ; O Greece, let shamd 
For ever sit upon lliy passive cheek ! 

The wjirs are near thee now, yet, meanly tame, 

Thou sitt'st a calm spectator of the game-, 

Thv shield scarce lifte<l, and thy sword in ru^t ;• 

Jf now (complain not) destitute of fame, • 

Thou art a vassal humbled to the dust, 

Thy doom no outrage is, but retribution just. 

LU. 

^ Lo now^, the hist in order of command, 

But first for honour, skill, and glorious scars, 

Tiie A*d venturers come, a brjive, urieonquercd band, 

. The di-ead of Asia, thuifderl Kilts of Mars ! 

Cease, Argo, thy reiiow'iied Adventurers, 

Thy errant Peers, priiuje Arthur, eoaso to cite, 

Filling our hooks with fable ! fame instars 
All antique story with a beam less bright 
Than theirs ; — now what fit chief may lead them to ihcifight ? 

LIIl. 

Dudon of Consa ! for, as hard it was 
Their birth and bravery to decide between. 

All had agreed to rank beneath liLs laws,. 

As one who most had both achieved and seen. 

In the last stage of mellowing manhood, keen 
Shines his grey eye, amF with his sih^er hairs 
He shows a strength still juvenile and •green ; 

Whilst, os in noble proof of what he dares, 

He many a seam and scar in front imprinted bears. 

* The Rn^giei: di Belnavilla,*’ of Tbmo haa been identifioil on unqaes- 
tionablo gtomi& with the anceetor of tho lliiBeoU lamily in England. Roger, 
Ane of the aona of Hugh do Roael, who came over with the Conqueror, was 
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iav. 

Therd Eusiaoe ranks, whom much his brother’s worth, 

Much native merit for applause marks down ; 

There vaunts' Geriiando his illustrious birth, 

His titles, stars, and hoped Norwegian crown. 

Roger, of Barneville siiriiahSed, Renown 
And ancient Story with the noblest class ; ** 

Oentorio, Eiigerlan, Rainbaldo, own 
As fair a falne ; <listingKished from the mass, 
vBrave ^luc!ng many bra^ e the two young Gerards pass, 

X' 

* i '. Nor Ubald, nor Eosmondo, tlie ricli Iielr 
Of Knghsli Lancjistcr, nor must the pride 
" Of'Tuscan bravery, Obitzo, e’er 
Sink uiii(‘deenied (o Lethe’s greedy tide; 

Nor to the Lombard brothers, side by side, 

Aehilles, Slbrza, Ralarned th(5 mild, 

Nor to strong Otlio be the verse denied, — 
t)tlio, who t'oiujuerod from the Payniiu vilde 
That sliielil wliero(ni the snake devours a naked child. * 

LVI. 

Nor yet shall (iuasoo nor Ridolpho grieve, 

Nor ili(' two Guidos, whom the famed admire, 

Nor Everard, nor Gernier will 1 leave 
In mute ingiorious silence to expii-e; 

IMy liainl falls weary on the nnniboring wire; 

Wlierc forr(! ye me, as though yonr love I slighted, 

Edwanl and sweet Gildippe? all my lyre 
Is yours, — oh twins, in battle firmly plighted, 

You, e’en when dead, in song shall not be disunited! 

LVII. 

What learn we not* within the school of love? 

There slio became a heroine of a bride ; 

Nor toil, nor deepest danger can -remove 
The fair fond lady from her husband’s side ; 

To tlic same fortune arc their lives allied ; 

Tile blow falls not that hurts but o'sio, — their pmns 
Are mutual as their joys ; for it‘ the tide 
Of her dear blood bedews the hostile plaiui^ 

What she in person bears, in spirit he sustains. 

lord of tlie two fiofs of Barnoville and Rovel, on the weetern coast or li4>wcr 
NoniianiJy, and lie id celebrated by all ilioae writers on the Pirst Crussile 
ffliuse hidtorics arc published in th 0 '*Gesta Del pec Prancos/' and wUva 
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But thc‘ 80 , and all, tlfej boy Rinaldo iar, 

• Oh far oxc'ols ! suproina jy is thrown 
^’^pon Ids iorchoJid liko a shining star, • 

And evpry oyo is tixt on liiin alone; ^ 
ll()])c*, and Ids ycais ho far i)i«tstripa ; srarco blown 
Appear his blossoms, than tiu* fruit’s revealed; 

So sweetly /iej‘(*(s that when his fa(.;p is shown 
You doom him Love, biitlMars, \|Ju*n ]ielmcd«and .steeVd, 
He mounts his fioi v harb, and fulmihes tlirouy-h tho liehL* 

LTA. 

I.fiin fair Sophia to I5ertoldo boro, 

VVIiere%li^' eloar Adigo's swift waters wind, 

The lovely to the potent ; and before * 

He well was wea!)ed, the infant she eonsignod 
’I'o (luetm Matilda, who, sineerely kind, 

Flustered, and taught him, as in years he grew', 

All piineely arts ; luu* eare his doe.ile mind » • 
llecjuifod svell, and thus his calm hours Hew, 

Till in the radiant East the martial trumpet blow’, 

LX. 

Then, ere his youth oouhl three short ln>tre« ‘» ).ist, 

Alom* lu* fled by unknown tracks, — ho p;i>sed 
The\FiUii‘an l*illows, the Ionian coast. 

And reached in climes, ivnude the camp at last; 

A flight well tit s<im(' young enthusiast 

In after days should follow, who wtjuhl wiii 

The like renown;^ throe years their irafits had east, 

Since wdili the warring armies he had been, 

Yet still the tender th’wn scarce fl'^ithered o’er his eliin, 

LXI. 

Tlie horsemen now' have passed, and (sodfrey view's 
The fl)ot advance wdth Raymond at tlieir head, 

Uuke of Narboiine, who^ ruled in fair 'roiilousc, 

AnR his W'oll-disoiplined four thousand -led, 

Botwoon the Ocean and Garonne brotl, 

And misty PyreJices ; a people free, 

Firm in fatigue, incapable o.f dread, 

At all points armed ; and led they could not be 
By one of -greater skill or liardiliood than he. 

Tbsbo diligently coDsiilted. See a full account uf liiin iu Wifl'en’s ** House 
of Russell," vol. i, p. 40, i&c. 

e Olho wuB tUo first of the family of the Visconti, afterward Dukee of 
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^ ‘ • txii. 

But Stephen.o^Amboise leads frowfBlois and Toun 
Troops full five thousand registered ai-ight, 

A nerveless mccmnable to endure 

Tatigue, tliougli wholly sheathed in armour bright ; 

The land luxurious, delicate, and light^* 

With a rich soil and a delicious air, 

Produces like inhabitants ^ in fight, 

first assaults impe^poiisly they dare, 

['But quickly tii*e with strife, and languish through tlie war. 

Y ' LXIII. 

\ 'J'hird comes Alcasto, cradled on the crag, 

Threatening an<l stern as Capancus of old ' 

‘ Before Aie Theban town ; beneath his flag, 

From oacli Helvetian tower and Alpine hold, 

Six thousand fierce ])lcbeiaiis*are enrolled ; 

Shai’pening the ploughshare to the sword they rise ; 

. And lie aVIk) turned the furroav, watched the fold. 

Now fearlessly the war’s grim ridges eyes, 

, Vnd with the mightiest matclu'd, the strength of kings defies, 

LXTV. 

The lofty banner next is seen dispread 
Which boars St. I^et(‘r's keys and mitred crown ; 

Seven thousand foot, by good Carnillus led, „ 

In massive arftiour sheathed, •bom^ith it frown : 

Glad that hoavou calls him to the sacred town 
In so divine a. cause, ho inarches on, 

There to renew Ifis sires' antique renown, 

Or prove at least, that if in aught outshone 
By Latin worth, 't will bo^iu discijiline alone. 

. LXV. 


But now the whole gay pageant had passed by 
In regular review ; when Godfrey sent, 

And to the noblest chiefs, assen\bled nigh, 

In brief discourse imparted his intent : 

“ My pleasure is, when next the firmament 
Yields its first light, that you the hosts array, 

And ere the foe anticipates the' eVent, 

Or van ward scouts *our quick descent betray, 

March to the hallowed town, as swiftly as we may. 

Milan, who haye eon tinned the amioiiol bearing aasumed by their. unoMter, 
from his con^aest of a Saracen warrior in single comliEt, vis., * 

'Oi ^ 
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LXVl{ 

*• Thus, then, ])reparG you for the maroh required, 

And for the strife, and for tlio vietory near!” 

This daring speeeh from one so wise inspired 
In eaf;li fresh courage, contideiiee, and cheer. 

All ready stand the suhlimV career, 

And, unindulgiiiit of the night’s repose, 

Wait with imjiatiencc till the morn aj)pear; 

Jn (jO<lfrey’s breast, albeit, from foresight rose 
Fears wliich his cautious mind to no one would discTosel 

LXVll. 

For he by certain tidings understood 
TJiat Kilt’s king was now upon his way 
'Fo Gaza’s towers, a fortr('ss strong ami good, 

Which seaward oji ilu; Syn^^n frontiers lay ; 

Nor could ho think a prince so svsdft to prey 
On whatsoe’er his (‘iiterju-ising mind 
Was fixed to win, v. ould tritle time away ; 

In liiiri ex|)<‘etiiig a sharp foe to find, 
lie to his envoy’s zeal this secret charge consigned, 

LXVJTI. 

In a light brigandine, coin])iict Jind licet, 

Go thou to (ilre(‘cc ; where the Propontic sea 
WaslKjs the seven-hilled City, thou wiU meet, 

(As I have word from ©nc vsho ne’er to me 
' Errs in advice,) of r(.*gal dignity, 

A dauntless youth whose fixed iuteiitiuns arc 
Fortliwilh to bear us martial company ; 

Prinee of the Danes, ho marches to the war 
A iiuniei-ous host from realms beneath the Arctic star, 

LXIX. 

But since perchance the fiiithless ByiSmtine 
Will practise on him each accustomed art 
To turn him bax^k, or on some new d(3sigii, 

Alien from ours, persuade* the ycrtith to Atart,— 

Coiinsol him earnestly, my friend, apart. 

To shun the' advice of that insidious king ; 

Both for his good and ours dispose his heart 
With all convenient speed his aids to bring ; 

Say, that aJl stay wore now an ignominious thing. 

HcrpGiit Wreathed in pale, osure, crowned itt, doTOuring an infant piuee ot 
' proper, 

4 A compliment to Alphonsoj who, • youth under twenty, went out one 
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XX. 


“ Come not thyseli‘ witli liiin ; but in the train, 

And at the Court of the Greek priuee abide, 

Those ofitimes-talkcd-of succours to obtain, 

By treaty proinised, duo, but still denied.” 

To speak, instruct, and to his care con/ide 
Letters of credence and of greeting fair, 

Short timc,sulficod ; the Herald then applied 
IKs busiest thoughts tb' expedite the* alliiir, 

And Godfrey souglit his tent, and gave a truce to care. 

' Lxxr. 


When now the Orient opened to the Sun 
; Its. shilling gates, tin mingled voice profound 
Of trinnpol, tauibom, lorn, and cynibalon, 
Cheered to the inarch ihe stirring troops around; 
Not half so grateful »s lie thunders sound 
In the hot dog-days o the world forlorn, 
Bresagii'ig freshness (o :lie thirsty ground. 

As to tlie.se warlike tribes tlie iniisie drawn 
From marshal tubes tin t in'ar of battles to be born. 
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LXXH. 

Straightway, spurred o;< by strong desire, they drest 
Their limbs in wonU d armour ; straight, in sheen 
Of jierfcct panojily, t ie sohlicrs prest 
Beneath dieir several n gencies convene ; 

Hanged, the hosts join ; and to the Avinds serene 
Straight the borne- b: nners all at once are given ; 

And in the' imperial gonfalon is seen 
The Cross, trium[)hantly-out.spi*ead, and driven 
Abroad in waving folds volutiiinous to heaven. 

LXXIII. 

Meanwhile the Sun in the celestial fields 
Perpetually advancing, rose in height, 

And struck from. pointer) helms and bossy shields. 

Clear, trembling lustres that torment the sight ; 

The broad air burns Avith glory, like a bright 
And boundless conllagration ; ncigbings shrill, 

From fierce steeds ramping in their Avild delight, 

Mix with the sound of smitten steel, and fill 
The deafened country round, hill answering loud HI. 

diiyon tlic proteucc of liuntiiinf, passed into the Vi^nctian and tbonea 

fled into France, accoinpiUiicd bj five gentlemen. Hia jUt he said, avos 
to see the world, and be presciit ul Uic ward in coul*../. Henry 11., his 

C 2 
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^ LXXIVI 

The prucleut Cliief to guard from anibuscadcf 
His marching army, sent a troop before, 

Of light-armed horse, with orders to invade ' 

The Iiollow wo^^ds, and each strange place Explore ; 

And first the ])ioncors advancing, bore 
Their instruments, whereby the rugged way 
Gives easy afic<iss ; rivers are bridg«5d o'er, 

Dells filled, mounts levelled ; shaj;gy woods display 
Tlioir tracks, and each closti pass admits tlie lively day. 

LX XV. 

There are no moato<l towers, no massy wijods, 

No lev ioS "gathered by their Pagan foes. 

Nor bursting streams, nor Alpine solitudes. 

To countervail their course, or interpose 
Cause of delay : thus in Ids grandeur flows 
The King of Floo<ls, when proudly he disdains , 

Ills limitary shores, — th(^ torrent grows. 

Swells o’er its ruiiio<l banks, and to the jilains 
Roaring sweeps down, nor aught its headlong wrath restrains, 

LXXVT. 

The king of Tripoli alone might hope 
‘ Jn his luunitiouod fortress, vitlt success, 

PoweFful in forces, arms, and coin, to ^'opo. 

Witli the Frank army, c,r thf*ir march distress ; - 
Hut i\ia,rful to op]»o.se tlium or repress, 

Tlieir jealous doubts he studies t<» appease 
With entertainments and with gifts, iioi* loss 
To Godfrey’s keep submits the kingdom's keys, 

And from liis hands accepts the articles of peace. 

‘ LXXVIT- 

There from Mount Seir, which rises on Yhc east 
Of the nigh city, crowds on crowds descend 
' Of the true Faith, — priiioe, w orshipper, and [.riest; 

Virgins, and youths, and matron-ffgo attend ; 

Beneath refreshments for the host they bend, 

Inly rejoiced ; and using, side by side, 

Familiar talk, their wonder knows no end, 

The pilgrims* arms admiring ; — they with pride 
Furnish, at Godfrey's wish, a sure and friendly guide. 

cou^in-eerman, made him captain of a handred mon-ot-uruiB, and he wu 
enfrn^^ in saTerol conflicts with the Spaniards. ITis flight took place in May, 
15S3, and ho rotnrned to Eemira at (he end of Beptember, 1554. 
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I^XVIll. 

Evon in sight of the bine sea his host 
By unobstructed ways direct lie leads, 

Well knowing diat along the* adjacent coast 
The friendly, navy in its course proceeds ; 

Whence whatsoe’er so largo an army needs 
May be sup])lied, si^ce each (Iroek island reaps 
Corn but for him, since Iput for him Create feeds 
The thousand flocks f ^at range her tangled steeps, 

And Scio s rocky isle her wine^ celestial wee[>s. 

LAXTX, 

The bordering ocean groans beneath the prorcs 
Of the swift v(‘ss(‘1s and their wealthy freight, 
i:k> thaV no longer the Levantine shores 
’ To the false Turk give access as of late ; 

Bcsidi; the argosicis of noblest rale 
Armed by §aint Mark and by Saint (jeorge, 'which there 
, Cruise ffom rich Venice and the (Jonoeso state, 

Others from fniirinl vSicily repair, 

And England, Belgium, Eranciv alike equip their share. 

LXXX. 

And these, which now in lirmest bonds combined 
With tlie sublime crusade coidedoriite stand, 

Eroiii various shores are fraught with every kind 
Of stores that (bHlfrey iiiay^at njM;d demand ; 

Who, ffuding free the ]niss(‘s of the land, 

And that the frontiers of the realm present 
No force, his on w ard [irogress to withstand 
Or question, thither maki's liis swift descent, 

Where Christ the pangs ot death and darkness underwent. 

LXXXI. 

Yet not so swift, but tiiat light Eaine, the post 
Of falsehood as of truth, flies far before, 

And paints the fortunate, triuinjdiant host, 

United, moving, iiidolmit no more ; 

What and how strong the squadrons, o'er and o*er 
Recounts, with all whoso deeds i»f valour grace 
The herald's scrolls, from e^li romantic shore ; 

Narrates their vaunts, and with determined face, 

The high usurping powers from Salem threats to chase. 
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LXXXII/ 

Aivi looked-for ovil is k q;roater ill 
' Than the Avinged inisehief wlieii it eomos ; each CM 
Ifings on each whisper in siis]>onse, and still 
Thu face shews sadness, aiul the eye its tear. 

A melancholy hum,' contused aittl dr(‘ar, 

On wing within, on' wing without the; gates, 

The fields and doleful i*ity fills with ^^ear; 

But thc! old king in lhes(* momentous straits, 

Close in his dubious heart ferocious schem(‘s debates.* 

liAXxiir. 

This prince, nam(?d Aladine, by recent crime 
liaised t6 tlie throm% perpetual eaiv's pursued ; 

He had been cruel once, but melJowing time 
Jlis native li(;rcene.ss somewhat had solid iiod. 

He having now but too well ntidiu-stood 
Tliat thc Franks seek in battle to enclose 
The town, mud) muses in liis n'stless moo<l ! 

On former terror new susjii<*ion grows : 

Much he his subjects fears, and much he fears his foes, 

LXXMV. 

For in his city sl mixed jH*o[)!e lived, 

, Of adverse Faiths : thc wc'akei* few retained 
The lg>vs of Clirist — in Mahomet believed 
The stronger many, and )jis mie maintairu'd ; 

But wlion the king tin* crown of Sion gainc<l, 

And sought to stablish there his C<»iirt in state, 

He on his loving Mu'<suli)ians ordained 
Taxes and levies of a lighter rate*, 

Luton thc hapless Frar*ks iiii]»osed a tenfold weight. 

LX XXV. 

This thought now fretting ijitf) gall, aw^oko 
Within him all that cruelty which Time 
Had lulled aslec]), and giantlike he broke 
Froifi^sluinber, thirsting but ihe more for crime. 

So the snake slumbers out the winter rime ; 

So fiercely wakes when summer warms thc plain ; 

So the tamed lion from ‘his burning clime 
Torn, if provoked, assumes his fire again. 

Bolls the eye in rage, and shakes tlio bristling mane. 
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“ I see," said be, “ in this perfidious brood 
Undoubted signs of now-conceived tlolight ; 

The public evil ifi their private good. 

Our common sorrows but their smiles excite : 

And now, e’en now perchance, in fraudful spite, 
Eacli busy traitor with liimself debjjtci 
How he may kill m(5,.<)r at least by night 
To my stcpii foe and his consorted mates, 
ay with-most sure address unbar the guarded gates, 
bxxxVii. 


“ 13iit no ! the fangs of the assaulted snake 
Have one preventative — Fll wreak niy will ; 

Destroy ^thom all ; a sharp example make; 

Safe ill the motliers’ arms the In hints kill, 

Their toniplos lire, and to tlie lowest sill 
Burn their aboil<\s ; tlu^se sacrificial carf!S 
J owe to fclKXse whoso blood the' invaders spill; 

And first on yon seorued Sepulchre of theirs, 

Shall the cowled prie-sts be slain, ’midst ail ihoir vows and 
prayers.” 

LXXXVITI. 

Thus ho soliloquised ; his acting luand 
With his dire scheme, 'tis true, but ill concurs; 

But if lie issues not the Jiereg connnand, 

Baseness it is, not jiity, that deters ; 

For whilst one fear to barbarous fury spurs 
His earnest will, % stronger still in show 
Keeps it in cheek, and moves his just demurs ; 

He dreads the means ofitroaty to forego, 

Or raise too high the rage of the victorious foe. 

LXXXIX. 

Yet though tlius tempered was his wolfish wrath, 
Elsewhere ho gives his violence the rein ; 

The rustic’s hom^j he levels, and* with scath 
Of fire lays waste the cultivated plain ; 

He leaves no valley green with rising grain, 

Where the Frank host may pleasantly repose. 

Or reap subsistence^ ; then with busy brain 
In every fountain noxious drugs ho throws. 

And the polluted stream with secret poison flows 
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xc; 

Crafty in cruelty ! meantime no means 
To reinforce the city lie neglects, 

\^trong on three sides ; but northward ihtcrvenes 
A rampart less secure — he there erects 
Walls on the first. alarm, and its defects 


liepairs with battlumeiits that bravo tho skies, 

And scorn subjection ; lastly, he collects 
His subject troops and subsidized allies. 

And from his lofty towers tho coining stnrm defies. 


Camto 1 


CANTO T1 



Stuma xUf. 


ji4RaUKENT. 

New cImrniR Isincno fries, yfliich provinif valH| 
The King a Hlau»;hter of the Franks decrees; 
Bashful Soplinniia and Olindo fain 
Would die, his fatal anger to appease; 
Clorinda, hearing: their sad story, frees , 

From ruffian bands the’ Sncomparablo pair; 
Argantes and Alethcs treat of peace*; 

Which Godfrey not accepting, they forbear 
No lodgar, luortu war agaiiiat him to decU:A 
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‘ I. 

Whilst the vext T3npant thus prepared to arm, 

Alone to him one day Ismeno drew ; 

Ismeuo, who* frdVu the closed tomb can charm 
The dead, and make tliem feel and breathe anew ; 
Lsmene, wlio oft as tales d<?voiitly true** 

Affirm, by whispered rhyme and inunnured spell 
Unbinds the demons of the deep to do 
D/mjus witlioiit name, or chains them in his coll, 

^ftd ffiakes e'en Pluto pale, upon the throne of hell. 

\ 

^ A Christian once, he now adores Maliound, 

Yet fon»;cr rites not wholly can forego, 
llilt oft to foulest use will Jic confound 
The hws of both, tlioiigli well he neither know : 

And no>v from chives where fern and nightshade grow, 
Far from the* vulgar, where in glooms iiuniersed, 
die his blac’U arts is wont to practise, slow 
Glides he to front the storm about to burst, — 

To an accursed king a counsellor more accurst, 

111 . 

Oh king! the dreaded armies come,’’ he cries, 

“ Unlingering, eomjuering; yet be not dismayed; 

Let us but w'OTthy of ourselves arise, ' 

Both heaven and earth will give the valiant aid ; 

Well as the sceptre eaiisi thou whdd the blade, 

And quick to furnish, skilful to foresee, 

The duties of a king hast thou displayed 
To admiration ; if all act like thee, 

For thy a-dvaueing foes tliik hind a tomb shall lie. 

IV. 

For me, I come 'my succour to inipai-t, 
l^iy friend alike in peril and in pain ; 

Tile utmost edbrts of my magio'art, 

And the deep cdVinsels of my dged brain, 

Arc at thy service; yea, I will constrain 
The Angel hosts from blessedness that fell. 

Part of the' impending labour to sustain ; 

But where I purposh to commence the spell, # 
And by what simple means, give audience while I tell. 
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V. . 

“ Low in the ChristiAi temple, under earth,. 

• Stands in a secret the rich .shrine 

her who "ave thch* l)urii‘d (iod to hrth,- 
Mie Virgin Mother and the Saint <liviiie ; , 

Ilefore the veil tli^t .screens hA* Iinao>** shine 
Undyini> lamp.s, tlfat to tlio niuiinnery lend 
Bright pomp ; and round, with.mauy a senseless siirn, 
The sapient devotees tlnnr gilts spjpend, • 

There in long vigils kneel, in dumb deviUions bend/ • 

* 

“ Now this their iniagi* F would liavo eonvevod, 

With thiac own hand iVom tln‘iv jiivailed lane. 

To the chief Mos<pie, and on ii shall b(* laid 
S]»ells of such j»ower, that long as vv(‘ ivtain 
The now Palladium in our lv4H‘p, a train 
Of mighty spirits shall protcet thy stat(‘s'; , 

Wlnlst steel attacks and lire assaulls in vain, • • 

Unrent the wall, impri‘giiable the gates, 

We shall the war roll baek, and disappoint the fates!'’ 

VJJ. 

He said : the king approved ; and in all Inusto 
, Sped to the (diri.stian sanetnajy, and tore 
Down^froui its sliriiie the Jmag(J of the (Chaste, 

And with irreverence ty t lie* tern j)le bore, • 

Wliere oft his impious Slu.ssuLnans ador(', 

High Heaven incensing; there in drt'adliil stylo 
His spells the black IMagician mumliles o\;r 
The holy image in th’ unholy pile, — 

Hymns which insult the skies, and praises wiiieli revile. 

S VIll. 

But when in heaven the morning light ;ippeared, 

The startled guardian of the mosque j»rofano 
Saw not the image wlicro^t liad been reared 
The»provioiis night, and soyiight for it in i ain 
Through every i)art of the extensive faiKJ ; 

Straight to the king the tiding.s he convoyed, 

Who fancying now in Irts mistrustfid brain 
That the illustrious prize had been betrayed 
Back to some Christian Priest, unbounded rage displayed. 
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IX. 

WhQ.her it were that Christian handA by guile 
Did bear ofF secretly the ravished prize, 

Or tliat Ueavcn, angry that a place so vile 
Should shroud, her form who walks the glorious skies, 

Put forth its power from th»^se indignities 
Its Goddess-queen to save,. is vainly sought 
In erring fame ; but ])iety supplies 
The heaveidy lustre that irnuiiates thoughr, 

Tor Tloubts tliat Heaven it!5olf the glorious wonder wrought. 

‘ ' X. ' 

^ In every temple, lujrnutage, and liall, 

A long and eager search the monarch made. 

And tortures or r(‘vvards decreed to all 
Who screened tlie guilty, or the guilt betrayed; 

Nor ceased the iStircena* to emjdov in aid 
Of the inquiry al' ‘us arts, but sfill 
Without success; .or whether Heaven convoyed 
The prize away, or })owor of human will, 

Heaven close the secr<‘t kept, and shame<l his vaunted skill. 

XI. 

But when the king found ail expedients vain 
To trace tin/ olfeiidcr, then, beyond disguise, 

Flamed forth Ins hatred to the Ohrisrians ; then, ^ 

Fed by wild jealousies and sharp syrmise, 

Immoderate fury sparkled in liis e><‘s; 

Follow w'har may, he will revenge llu* deed, 

And wreak his rage: “ Our wrath shall not,’' he cries, 

“ Fall void, but root up all the' a('cur.s(*d seed ; 

Thus in the general doom the guilty yet shall bleed ! 

XU. ^ 

“ So that he 'scapeji not, let the guiltless die! 

But wherefore thus of guiltlessness debate ? 

Each guilty is, nor 'inoiigst t)iei\j^an know I 
One, w^ell-affected to the faith and state ; 

And what if some be niiparticipate 

In this new crime, new' punishment shall pay 

For old misdeeds ; . why longer do |c wait, 

My faithful Mussulimins ? Up ! up 1 away ! 

Hence with the torch and sword: seize, lire, lay waste, and slay!" 
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XIU. 

Thus to the crowd tie spake, the mandate flew, 

And in the bosoms of the Faithful shod 
Astonishment and stupor; stupor threw 
On every face the paleness of the dead ; 

None dared, noije aou;^lit to^niake defiance, none fled, 

None used entro'aty, none excuse; hut there 
They stood, like marble monumouts of dr-ead, 

Irresolute, — hut lleavoji coneevve<l their praiyer, 

And whence tlioy least had lioj^o, brought lu)pe to tlieir despa^ 

XIV. 

Of generous thoughts and principles suhliinc, 

Amongst them in the city lived a maid, , 

The flower of virgins, in Ikt ripest [>rime, 

Supremely beautiful ! but that she made 
Never her care, or beauty only weiglu'd 
In worth with virtii(» ; and her worth a<*(iiiired 
A <leeper charm from hloomiug in the shade; 

Lovers she shunned, nor loved to bi? admired, 

But from their praises turned, and lived a life retired. 

XV, 

Y(‘t could not this eoy secresy prevent 
The’ admiring ga/e ami warm dc'sires of one 
Tutored by Love, nor yet would Love eonsent 
To hide siK'h lustrous heiiuty from the sun; 

Love ! that through every change delight’st to’ run, 

The Froteiis of the heart; who now dost blind, 

Now roll the Argus eyes that noiiglit can shun! 

Thou through a. thousand guards unseen dost vfiiid, 

And to the chastest maids familiar access find. 

XYI. 

Sophroiiia hors, Olindo was his name ; 

Born in one town, by one pure faith illumed ; 

Modest — as she was beautiful, his llamc 

Jfehred much, hoped little, and in nought presumed ; 

He could not, or he durst not s])eak, but dooimrd 
To voiceless thought his passion ; him she slighted, 

Saw not, or would not see ; thus ho consumed 
Beneath the vivid fire her beauty lighted; 

Either not seen, ill known, or, kiiowm, but ill requited. 



Cim U JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 29 

ICVII. 

And thus it waS;, when like an omen" drear 
That summoned all her kindred to the grave, 

The cruel niaudafc reached Sophronia s car, ' 

Who, bravo fia*ba.sliful, yet <lis(;reet as brave, 

Mused how her peojdc she from death iiight save; 

Courage inspired, but virginal alarm 
}l!ri)ress(jd tjio thought; tiJh maiden shyness gave 
Pkee to resolve, or joined to share the hai*in ; 

^loldness awoke her shame, sliaine made licr boldness charm* 

. win. 

Alone amidst the crowd tli(3 maid proceeds, 

‘|*Nor socks to liide her beauty, iiur display ; 

Downcast her eyes, close veiled in simple weeds, 

‘Witl» coy and graceful steps she wins her way: 

So negligently neat, one scarce can say 

If she licr charms disflains, or would improve, — 

If chance or iasic dis])oses her army ; 

Neghjet.s like hers, if artifices, prove 
Arts of llie* friendly Heavens, of Nature, and of Love. 

XIX. • 

All, as sluj passed unheeding all, admii'o 
The nobhj maid ; bedbre the king slu‘ stood; 

Not for his angry IVown did she retire, 

Pint his indiiriiiint asj)eet coolly vie^ved : 

‘‘To give,” — sJi(‘ said, “ but calm thy wrathful mood, 

And check the title of slaughter in its sju’ing, — 

To give account of that thou hast pursued 
So long ill vain, seek I thy face, 0 king! 

The urged otrcncc I own, the doomed otlender bring !** 

XX. 

The modest ^Yarnltil, the unexpected light 

Of high and holy beauty, for a space , 

Overpowered him, — conquered (^^his fell despite, 

He stood, and of all lierceness lost the trace. 

Were his a spirit, or M'cre hers a face 
Of less severity, the sweet surprise.^ 

Had melted him to lov^o; but vtubi)orn grace 
Subdues not stubborn pride ; Love's potent ties 
Are flattering fond regards, kind looks, and smiling eyes. 
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, XXI. ^ 

If ’t were not Love that touched his flinty sou], 

Desire it was, H was wonder, 't was delight : 

** Safe bo thy race !” he said, “ reveal the whole, 

And not a sword shall on thy people light'.” 

Then she : “ The- guilty is before thy sight,— 

The pious roblxTy w'as my deed ; these Imnd? 

Bore the blest Jiiinge from its'coll'by night; 

The criminal thou seek'st before .thee stands,— ^ • 
Justice from none but me he.' ])envdty demands.” 

XXII. 

Thus she prepares a public death to meet, 

A people s ransom at a tyrant’s .shrine : 

Oh glorious falsehood ! beautiful deceit ! 

Can Truth’s own light thy loveliness outshine? 

To her bold speech misdoubting Aladine 
With unaccu.stomed temper calm rcpli(‘d ; 

“ If so it were, who planned the nusli design, 

Advised thee to it, or became thy guide ? • 

Say, with thyself who else his ill-timed zeal allied?” 

* XXI II. 

** Of this my glory not the slightest part 
Would I,” said she, “with one confederate share; 

I nelidcd no advisor ; my full heart 
Alone sufliced to coudsel, guide, and dare.” 

“ If so,” he cried, “ tlien none but thou must l>ear 

The weight of my resentment, and atone 

For the misdeed.” “ Since it has been my care,” 

She said, “ the glory to enjoy alone, 

*T is just none share the piiin ; it should be all mine own.” 

XXTV. 

To this the tyrant, now incensed, returned, 

“ Where rests the Image ?” and his face became 
Dark with resentment r’^he replied, “ I burned 
The holy image in the holy flame, 

And deemed it glory; thus at least no shame 
Gan e’er again profane it — ^it is free 
From farther violation ; dost thou claim 
The spoil or spoiler ? this behold in mo ; 

But that, whilst time rolls round, thou never more shall see. 
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XXV. 

“ i\lbeit no spoilor I ; it was no wrong 
To repossess wliat was by force obtained 
At this the tyraift loowsed tliroateiiing tongue, ^ 

Long-stitlcd i>fissioii raging. iiurostraiiied : 

No longer liop<i that juirdon may be gaihed, 

\ , Ueantiful face, high spirit, basliiiil heart ! 

\ Vainly woijM Love, shicc •liercy iS llisdailKid, 

{ X^\(\ Anger flings liis most cnvenoined dart, 
k||rn aid of you his else in’otocting shield impart! 

P \ xxvr. 

/I A J^^ome<I in tormenting fire to die, they lay 
* 4 ilimds oil the maid; her arms with rougli cords twining, 
'j»^Ru<le]y lier mantle cliaste they tear away, 

nd llw* wliite veil that o\t lier droojied declining : 

YpI liis .^lie ^•lHlul■od in sileneo unrepining, 

Vet L ‘T* lirm *1)1 east some virgin tremors shook; 
j .And her warm Auroras late outsliiiiing, 

\Vane<l iiu(t wliiteiie>s, and a colour took, 
j^^iike that ot‘ the [lale ros«», or lily of the brook. 

XX VK. 

The vvi)\ d eolle(jt ; the seiiten<*e is divulged ; 

With dire Olindo comes, hy pity swayed; 

It uiiglii be that the yontJi the thought indulged, 

What i«‘ his o>Vii Soplironia wJTe t'»n‘ maid! 

There Miuid the busy ollieers arrayed 
For tl t* lust act, here swift the ft.unes arise ; 

But A\iK*]i the pinioned beauty ?taiifls displayed 
To ilio full gaze of his irKpiiring eyes, — 

^Tifi she ! lie bursts through all, tlio crowd before him flies. 

^ XXVJII, 

Aloud he cries ; To her, oh not to her 
'J’he crime belongs, thougli frenzy may misf lead ! 

She planned not, dared not, e.o»?Ji<l not, king, incur 
Sole and uuskilltd the guilt of’^uch a deed ! 
llow lull the guards, or hy what process speed 
I'lie sjicred Image from its vaidted cell ? 

The theft was mine! and 'tis my right tolbleed!" 

Alas for him ! how »vildly and how well 
He loved the* unloving maid, let this avowal tell. 
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XXI«. 

“ I marked where y6ur high Mosque recehces the air 
And light of heaven ; 1 olimbed the dizzy steep ; 

' I reached a narrow opening ; 3ntcred tlicrc, 

And stole the Saint, wJiilst all wito hushed in sleep : 
Mine was the erhiie, and shall another reap 
TJie jiain and glory ? grant not her desire ! 

The chains are mine ; for ineilie guards may heap 
Around tli(i rciuly stake the penal fire ; 

For uio the tlamcs iweeud ; ’tis uiinCj that fuiicrarpyrc 

XXX. 

Sojihronia raised to him In-r face, — her eye 
Was filled w itli ])ity and a starting tear ; 

)8ho spoke — tlie soul of sad humanity ‘ , 

AVas in her “ AVhat freiuy hriiigs thee here, 

Tbihap]»y inno<vnt ! is death so deai-, 

Or am I so ill ahh? to sustain 
A mortars WTUtli, thiit thou must netMls appear? 

1 have a heart, too, that can death disdain, 

Nor ask for life's last hour eoiripaiuonship in jiain.” 

XXXI. 

Thus she appcjils to him: hut seoruing life. 

His settled soul refu«<*s to retreat : 

Oh glorious scoiu', wliere in sublimost strife 
Iligh-mlndod Virtue iiid iMleeiion meet! 

Whore deatli s the prize of concpiest, and defeat 
Seals its own safety, yet remains unblcst ! 

Ibit indignation at their lond dm'it, * 

And rage, thc^ more inflames the tyrant s breast, 

JThe more this constant pair the palm of guilt contest. 

XXXIJ. 

lie deems his power des[)ised, and that in scorn 
Of him they spurn the punishment assigned : 

“Lot,” he exclaimed, the fitting jialm adorn 
The brows of both ! both phias aeoeptance find ! ” 
Reckoning he bids the ])ronij>t tormentors bind 
Their galling chains around the youth — 't is done ; 
Both to one stake are, back to back, consigned, 

Like sunflow'crs twisted from their worshipped siiUy 
Joxhpelled the last fond looks of sympathy to shun. 
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Around them, now the unctuous pyA was piled, 

And the fanned flame was rising in the wind, 

When, full of mournful thouglits, in accents ^\ilil, 

The lover to his mate in death repined ; 

“ Is this the hond then which 1 hoped siiould bind 
Our lives in blissful marriage? this tlie'firc 
Of bridal faith, eoiiimingliug mind witli mind, 

WJiich, I believed, sliould in our hearts inspire 

.ike wSirmth of sacred zeal,and delicate desirt* 1 

i XXXIV. 

Far other flanu's Love promised to impart, 

Than thosji our I'uvious platuds lieni pre[)are ; 

Too, ah too long tliey kept our hsuids ai)art, 
liut harshly now I hey join them in (iespair ! 

Yet (loos it soothe, sinee by a mode so rare 
('’oiidenuK'd tw <He, thy iornients to pjirtalv(\ 

Forbid by faf(‘ thy sweet ni;sac,s (o sliare ; 

If tears I .slie<l, 't is but for thy dear s:ik(‘, 
iNot iriiiie, — with thee beside, 1 bli‘ss the bunting stake! 

wxv. 

‘‘ And oh ! tliis tloom woukl be indofd most hlest, 

My sharpest siilIeLiims blandishnumt.'* tIiMue, 
flight 1 but he piTinilted, bri‘asl to lueast, « 

(hi thy sweet !t[>s my sjnrit tfi*re.^ij^ri ; 

If thou tori, {Hinting towaril one #'onnuoii shrini', 
U'ouldsL tlie liext happy instant ]»aiting spend 
Thy latest sighs in*SYmp;ithy on mine ; ’ 

Sorrowing he spake ; slie when his pljiiiits liad cMid, 
T)id thus liis fond disconrseViiost swc<‘tly reprehenil. 

. wvvi. 

“ Far other aspiraKons, other plaints 

Than these. de;ir friend, the solemn hour should claim 

Think what rewai d (ioil oilers {‘aIus saints ; 

Lot meek ro[ieritfince raise a loftier aim: ’ 

These torturing fires, if sidVered in his Jiame, 

Will, bland as ?ej)hyrs, waft us to the blest ; 

Regard the sun, how beautiful bis flame ! 

^ How fine a sky invitCs him to the w^est ! 

I'iicsf' seem to soothe our pangs, and summon us to rest/' 
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xxxvir. 

The Pagans lifting U|) their voices wept ; . 

In Stifled sorrow wept the Faithful too ; 

E*eri the stern king was touched, — a softness cro^ 

O’er his fierce lieart, ennobling, pure, and .new * 

He felt, he scorned it, struggled to subdue, 

And lest his wavei'ing firmness should relent, 

His eyes averted, and his steps withdrew : 

Soplironia's spirit only was imbciit. ; 

She yet lamented not, for whom all else lament. ‘ 
xxxviir. 

In midst of tlioir distress, a knight behold, 

(So would it seem) of princely port ! whose vest. 

And arms of curious fashion, gniiniMl u ith gold, 

Bespeak some foreign and distinguished guest ; 

Tlie silver tigress on the helm impressed, 

Which for a badge is borne, attracts all eyes, — 

A noted cognizance, tlie’ accustomed crest “ 

Used by Cloriiida, whence conjectures rise, 

Herself the stranger is — nor false is their surmise. 

XXXIX. 

All feminine attractions, aims, and parts, 

. She from her childhood cared not to as.^ume ; 

Her haughty hand disdained all servile arts. 

The needle, distaff, anf. Ar.ielino's loom ; ‘ 
iTet, though she left the gay and gilded room 
For the free camp, kept spotless as the light 
Her virgin fame, and proud of glory’s plume. 

With pride her aspect armed ; she took delight 
Stern to appear, and stern, she churmed the gazer's sight, 

2CL. 

Whilst yet a girl, she wdth her little lumd 
Lashed and reined in the rapid steed she raced, 

Tossed the huge javelin, wrestled on the sand. 

And by gymnastic toils her sinews braced ; 

Then through the devious wood and mountavn-wasie 
Tracked the struck lion to his entered den, 

Or in fierce wars a nobler quarry chased ; 

And thus in fighting field and forest glen, 

A man to savage beasts, a savage seemed to men. 
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-XLI. 

Proci’. PeTala^ now she oomos^ with fill her ykill 
The Christians to resist, thougli oft lias she 
Strewed with tlieir blood the held, till scarce a rUl ‘ 
Remained, tluit ran not purple to the sea. 

Here now arrived, the dreadful pageairtry 
Of death presents itself, — the crowd— ^-the pyre — 

And the bound pair > solicitous to see, 

^nd know "what crime condemns thorn to the fire, 

Forward She spurs her stei^d, and hastens to inquiiM 

XLIT. 

^ The throng falls back, and she awhile remains, 

The fettered pair more closely to survey ; 

One she sees silent, one she sees complains, 

The stronger spirit nerves the weaker prey : 

She sees him mourn like one whom the sad sway 
Of powerful .pity doth to tears chaslise, 

, Not gripf, efr grief not fcir himself ; but aye 
Mute kneels tlie maid, her blue bcsoecliiiig eyes 
So fixed on heaven, she seems iu heaven ere yet she dies. 

XLIII. 

Clorinda melts, and with them both condoloKS ; 

Some tears she sheds, but greater tenderness 
Feels for her grief who most her grief controls, — * 

I'lic silence moves her much, • the nveeping less ; 

No longi*r now does she delay to press 
For intbiniatiou ; turning towards one 
Of reverend years, she said with eagerness, 

“ Who are they ? speak 1 and oh, what crime has won 
This death? in Mercy's name, declare the deed they've doue,l'‘ 
, XLIV. 

Thus she entreats ; a brief reply he gives, 

But such as well explains tlie whole event : 

Amazed she heal'd it, and as soon conceives 
That tliey are both sincerely innocent ; 

Her heart is for them, she is wholly bent 
To’ avert tlieir fate, if either arms can aid, 

Or earnest prayers secure the king's c^jnsent 
Tlr.c hre she nears, uommauds it to be stayed, 

ThtV now approached them fast, and to the' attendants said • 

D 2 
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Xf*V, 

Let none of you pre^tniie to prosecute 
Your barbarous otHec, till tlui kiuif I see ; 

My v\(U‘d J. pl(*(lt»(j that at Cloiiiida’s suit^ 

Your fault ho will forgive, if fault it bo 
Mov(;(l by lior spo,)<‘ii and <[Uoi*nliko dignity 
'ilic guards obey, and .slio di'parts in niu"^r 
Of tlic stern nu)nardi, urgent of lier ])lea ; 

Mid V. ay rliey iiu‘L ; tlu* iiioniireb she addresseil ; 

And in this skilful luodti licr goiierons pui’poso ])re.s.^ov(* 

xb\i. 

“ 1 ani (’’lorinda ; thou wilt know perehanco 
Tho name, from \agiu* rrjut'mbranee nr renown ; 

Ami her(‘ J couk? fo save* with sword and laiii^ii 
Our (‘(mimon f’ailii, and ihim' endangor<‘d erowri , 
lmpn.>e th^^ lalajiir, Ja' ilm’ adveiitun; down, 

Suldiiiie ] Jear it not, nor lo\v despise; 

In o])en tie, Id or iti the straitened town. 
ri'e])ared 1 stand for t \ery eiiTt'rjirise, 

Where’er tin* <l;ing(‘r eall>, w(i('iN‘'t‘r tlie labour lits!'' 

XLVJl. 

“ What r(‘gioi) so remote/* ri'plhid tln^ king, 

“ hVom tile Mjn'.s tr.'ieif or A-w.is golden zoir^, 

To wvieh, lieroie maid, on wojid.or’.s wing 
Tiiy fame has not arrb.sl, rliy glor', down t 
Mow that wjili mine thou deige'.st to j</:n ihiiie .p-w?* 
[.■m’oihjUt'KMl swu]'d, I ."hake away jJl mmim; 

Of fear, and jbr my a.’.snulted i lu'tMio ; 

No — I eoiild no surer eo/ihdenee, 

I('e\‘n united Injsis wa ie iirim'd In !ny defenee! 

M-VIJI. 

Mow* then (he mighty (lodiVey eonu's too late 
To iny <losiro; exploits are thy demand, 
lint only worthy thy subliim* eslaio 
j hold tin* tlaring, diiiieult, and grand ; 

TJie rule of all our w arriors to thy liand 
Do I concede ; thy srandard be their guide 
In battle, and a law thy lca4 conuiiaiid ! ’' — 

She nor assumed his praises, nor dci^ii'd, 

But bowed her grateful thanks, and eourteoiibly roidiod: 
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^Twoiild he assuredly a tliin," most rare, 

If tlie reward the scrviee should ]>recTde; 

But of tliv houftty eoutideiit, 1 dare 
For future toils solicit, as^iiy m43cd, 

You lovers' pardon; ^4llce the :‘hai\iL%iiuleed 
Rests on no evidenee, 'twas hard to [a'(‘ss 
Tlie point,at all, but* this* T \vaiv(‘, nor phtad 
*)n those sure sijiifiis which, ur^od, thou must confess 
TJieir hands <juito frec‘ fre^u eriuie, or own their I'uilt far less. 

L. 

Yet will I say, though here the common mind 
Condemns the Cliriatians of the theft, for me, 

Sudiciejit n'asons in mim) own J lind 
To doubt, tli.spule, disparage the decree; 

To set their idols in our saiiciuarv 
Was an pTeV’erenci3 to our Jaus, howe’er 
• rrged'by tin* sorcerer; slioultl the lh*o])h(d see 
IC\'n idols of our own established tliereif 
JMuclj less then those of men whosci lij>s his faith forswear; 

LI. 

“ The Cliristian statue ravished froju your sight 

'I’o Allah th(Tofor<‘ ratluT 1 imputes 

In sign that he uili let m» foreign rite < 

Of .su|>crstiti()n his pure place pollute; ' 

Spells and eneliaiitmeiits may Isiiumo suit, 
lii‘ave him to use such Aveapons at his will ; 

But slifjll we warriors bv a wand <li.sputo? 

No! no! our talism.in, our hope, our skill, 

Lie in our swords alone, abd they shall serve us still?'' 

• Lll. 

She (M'ase<I ; and he, tliough mercy could with pain 
Subdue a heart so full of rage and pride, 

Relents, her reasons move, her prayers constraiiu^ 

Such intercessor must not beMeiiie<l ; 

Thus, though reluctant, lui at lengrh complied: 

The phia for the fair idtwider l^reccive ; 

T ('au refuse thee nothing ; 'this,'* he cried, 

May justice bo or mercy, — let them live; 

Guiltless — 1 set thorn free, or guilty I forgive!” 
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LIII. 

llestored to life and liberty, how blest, 

How truly blest was young Olindo's fate! 
t'or sweet Sophroni.Vs blushes might attest, 

That Love at Jtiiigth has touched Ijcr delicate 
And generous bosom ; from the stake in stale 
They to the altar pass ; severely trieil, 

Tu doom and love already inado his 'tnate, 

She now objects not to become his 'bride, 

And grateful live with him who w ould for her have died. 

LTV. 

But as the tyrant doomed it insecure 

That such rare virtues should so near coinhiue, 

Their pleasant home ho forced them to abjure, 

And banished both tlio hounds of Palestine ; 

Nor wholly yet renouncing liis design 
Against the rest, lie follows u[> tlie blow ; 

Some does he exile, some does he confine ; 

Oh with what sorrow, yea, with what doej) woe, 

Their babes, their ancient sires, and dwellings they forego I 

LV. 

For those alone his jealousy exiled, 

Of vigorous manhood and sagacious wit ; — 

The softer sex, the grandsire, and the child. 

For during deeds and fearful aims unfit, 

As pledges he retains ; the many quit 
Their homes as w'andcrers, inmiy brave his hate, 

And, brooding in rebellion, but submit ' 

. To his scorned power his fall to’ accelerate ; — 

These join the Christian host now entering Emmaiis gate: 

LVI. 

Emmaus, a city at so sliort a space 
From regal Salem, that a youtli in June, 

Walking for pleasure at a eai'cless pace. 

From dewy mom, may reach the town by noon ; 

So near, what joys the soldiers* hearts attune ! 

Oh with wliat deep desire they bum, to tread 
The glorious City they shall Isee so soon ! 

But the sun hastens to his seagreen bed. 

And Godfrey gives command the evening tents to spread. 
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LVII. 

They were ajrcatly pitched, and t^illight gloom 
Was gathering fast round eve’s declining light, ^ 
When lo ! two Rarons in a strange costume, 

And pomp of. foreign bearing, came in sight; 

Their state seemed fashioned to a peaoeful’ plight, 
And every dosuliory movement told *• 

A friendljr purpose ; .ton<b»-nt on each knigl.t 
Bode many a page and arinoiir-bearor bold ; ^ 

From 'Egypt’s king they cpme, high argument to hold. 

lvIti. 

The one, Alofhos, of vile liiUMge S])riing, 

Who in obscurest shade bis course began, 

Rose, by smooth flatteries nnd a fluent tongue, 

To the first liononrs of the grave Divan ; 

A sii])plo, (n’afty, various-witted man. — 

Prom|)t at d(!ceit, porlidioiis in his plirase, 

. He witJi a !>iuile of sweetness could trepan ; 

And wove his webs in such ingenious ways, 

That each calumnious charge had all the air of praise. 

LU. 

Argantes the Circassian, liis compeer. 

Came to the ('ourt a stranger, but endowed 
With valour equal to the loftiest sphere, 

Was .soon a Satrap of the realm livowed; 

Impatient, tierce, implacable, and proud, 

111 arms uiiwi*arie<l and unmatched, he trod; 

A scorner of all'faiths, with vaunts aloud 
He braved tlie world ; his argument his nod, 

He made his will his law,Mnd his good sword his (iwC 
« LX. 

They asked an audience, ami on equal feet 
Entered the tent of (Godfrey : him they found 
In simple vesture on a sirrqile scat, 

Calmly convefsing witli his oliieftains round; 

But genuine w'orth, though negligent, is crowned 
With a sufficient ornament, arr^ed 
In its owFk excellence; no «narK profound 
Of his respect th 6 frank Argantes paid. 

But with unstudied ease just bowed his haughty head. 
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LXI. 

But on his heart Aleilies laid lus hand, 

* And bowed his head to earth, and ewrj aigii 
tOf honour showed, tliat fjlory could denaiul, 

Or the smooth flattery of the East e()nil)i]ie. 

He spake, and from his ll|)s t^aii golden wine 
]Vlore sweet, the floods of olotpieiieo distilled; 

And as tlic Franks the sjxs'oh of I Vies tine 
Kow c<^niproheiided, and at need CjOuld build,' , 

'Twas thuvS his rich-toned voice the^ mute assembly filled : 

LX 11. 

0 Thou, the* alone deserving to presitle 
O'er these illustrious heroes, who havt*. known 
Through thy wise counsels, liitherto, the j)i ide 
Of eonquest — laurels won, and stales (K‘rrlirown ! 

Thy name, which brooks not in the narrow zone 
Of bivave Alcides' bonmls to be contined, 
hyen to the land of Kgypt has Ixu^n blown ‘ 
Through all our reahns does Fame her clarion win<l, 
Hounding thy glorious deeds from ]N’ile to utmost lud, 

LXIII. 

“^'or midst so many Prinee.s is there one 
^ Whose deepest womh‘r these do nut excite ; 

But iijine indeed recei\t»s them, not aloiie 
With admiration, but supreme delight; 

He joys to show thorn in each shifting light, 

And loves in thee what with the. re.st but cause 
Envy and fear ; admiring thus th\ might, 

And to thy valour yielding meet applause, 

With thee he seeks to join, in love-if not in laws. 

* LXIV. 

Urged then by this benign desire, ho sends, 

The branch of peace to ask and to bestow, 

And since not Faith can mediate to our ends. 

Let mutual Virtue wreathe the sacred bough ; 

But since the rumour meets his ear, that thou 
Art armed to drive from Salem his ally, 

His princely mind he wdlls that xve avow, 

Ere the full tempest overcasts the sky$ 

So may succeeding ills thy borders not come nigh 
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' TAV. 

Ho hogs thy generous spirit ti; forbccirj 
And rest content with what thy sword has won ; 

Nor vex Judea, hut all regions spare 
Tliat lie hcncaith the f;ivou% of his sun : 

He, on his part no sacrifice will shun * 

To fix tliy infant power upon a rock ; 

Whence, shguhl the Tnrks.iind Persians seek to’ o’errun 
The land once more, uni tod you sliall mock 
heir overweening hopes, imd smilo away the shock. 

LXVl. 

‘‘ Thy mighty <leods in this brief periorl wrought, 

I Years of oblivion shall corrode in vairi I 
1 Arihies and cities eoiK|nered, perils sought, 

, Fatigues surmounted, unknown wilds made plain! 

So that the nations far and iie.ar remain 
Dumb w'itlji aniazcinent, stuphl witlj dismay; 

Yet other enf|»ires thou perhaps might’s! gain, 

But Olory is thy bankrupt, nor would they, 

Void of renown, the toil of victory rejaiy, 

Lxvrr. 

“ Now is thy noon of honour, hut the niglit 
Suecec<ls to noon ; and wise it suvidy were 
To shun the dubious accidents of figlit, — 

If conqueror, cdrKjuest ])rovcs !i fruitless care ; 

But — once h(‘guiled in fate's nialignant ^nave, 

Kmj)ire, past spoils, and victories, ail are crossed ! 

He is the fool of foVtuno who shoulcl dare 
To stake a sure against a doubtful cost. 

Where slight the gain must pi^ive, but great the* advantage lo8t4 

, lA’VllI. 

“ Yet the advice of some one whom it grieves 
That others long should keep what they acquire, 

The liaving gathered victory’s laurel leaves 
In every con test, *aiid the* innate desire 
Which glows, and always lights its fiercest fire 
In greatest hearts, to see tliy harnofised car 
Drawn by dependent kings, — these inspire 

Thy mind, perchance,' to banish peace afar, 

With a more eager zeal than others angry war. 
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LXir. 

“ Such will exhort thee to pursue the path . 

* Wliich Fate expands to thy dilating eye, 

And not to sheathe the famous sword ^s'fiose wrath 
Calls down obsequious conquest from the sky. 

Till Mahomet's tal] fanes in ruin lie, 

And Asia has become one wilderness 
Resounding only to the dragoa's cfy : ^ 

Things sweet to hear, deceits in brilliant dress, 

But full of dangerous ills, and pregnant' with distress. 

LXX. 

“But if thine eye no keen resentment veils, 

If it strikes not tlie light of reason blind, 

With fear, not hope, must thou regard tlio scales 
Of war, and trcmlde as the beam ’s inclined ; 

For Fortune’s favour is a varying wind, . 

Wafting now ill, now good, — now joy, now* woe ! 
She least rewards us when she seems most kind 
Oft serpents lurk whore freshest roses blow, 

And for the loftiest tligiit a gulf yawns deep below. 

LXXI. 

“ Say, if Cassano’s son with his allies, 

* Persian and Turk, the struggle should renew ; 

If to fliy cost all Fgypt should arise, 

In gold, arms, wdsdoiii,' mighty to subdue ; 

Whence, as more near the gathering tempest drew, 
Wouldst thou thine armaments command, or where 
Escape the peril ? wouldst thou seek, dnew. 

From the Greek prince professions yet more fair, 
And, of his aid assured, the frigliful contest dare ? 

LXXII. 

“ Who kpows not to w^hat end the Grecian swears ! 
,Yet from a single treason gather all, — 

From thousands, rather, for a thousand snares 
Has he disposed, thy warriors to enthrar; 

Think of liis avarice, his mistrust rccal ! 

Will he who owned yo^iv mission, yet withitood, 
Now risk his life at your bekecching call ? 

He who forbade the route by all pursued, 

Yield to a tottering cause his own luxurious blood f 
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Lxxni. 

But, it may bo, that all tliy hopes depose 
On these brave hearts that gird thee as a zone ; 
Perhaps thou think’st to tTush united foes 
Lightly as one by one they |\^ero overthrown ; 

Althougli thy scjiiadrons, as thyself muwsfr own. 

Are much reduced by hardships and byfight ; 

Though fi'UbV aiitagoiiiats surround thy throne ; 

And, numerous as our locusts to the sight, 

^vitli Turk and Persian both the', Egyptians may unite. 

TAMV. 

I /Put granting Heaven’s ahnighliness decree 
I vhat War’s dcvoiU‘ing minister, the 'sword, 

Which fatal prov«^s tt) others, harm not tlieo, 

Eamino Avill bow’ lliee still ! when, unrtistored, 

Life’s rosy eiurents IVom the heart are ]>ourod. 

Where 'wili^thOu turn? what refuge will remain? 

Quails in.theVlescrt will thy Ood al!()rd? 

Wave tliy bright sword, tin javcdiii sliaUe ! — ’t is vain ! 
A'ictory w ill nothing be but iuo<‘kory of thy pain. 

LXXV. 

^‘Tlic prudent people, ]iolitic in need, 

Have fired their cultured fields, despoiled their l)Ower.% 
And enj thy coming stored tln^ golden seed • 

In stiib])()i'n walls and hiirh ]>rdteetfug towers ; 

Thou, wdiose hot zeal s]»urrcd on tlie lazy hours 
To speed thee here', liow wilt thou banquet tlu'se, 

Tliy horse and foof ? 'J’liuu w^Ut reply, ‘ iMy Powers 
Are safe, my rich Armada sweeps the seas : ’ 

Docs then your life depend the shifting breeze ? 

• nxxvi. 

‘•Porliaps thy Geifius ruU s the winds to be 
Stormy or calm, as it may suit thy w'ill ! ^ 

I’hoiigh ])roof to prayers and wailings, the deaf ae»f 
Like a lulled chifd, will hear thy voice, and still 
Its stormy waves ! hut have we then no skill 
With the bravo Turks and Persianj^ to combine, 

Man the joint navy, to the brbezes shrill 
Spread out its sails, iiid rushing through the brine^ 
Boldly confront those vast leviathans of thine 7 
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Lxxvn. 

“ A double victory must thou win, to gain 
111 this emprise the merit of success ; 

‘ One battle lost makes all thin(j eftorts vain, 

Makes glory shame, and luxi^rv nakedness ; 

For if our winged liecjts thy iieet oppress 
At sea, the distant host with hunger dies, 

^ And if tlie host in battle we distress. 

Thy naval spoils are vain indemiMties — • 

Thy watery empire gain(*d, an unsubstantial prize [ 

LXXVIll. 

“ Now, in this aspect of ahaii-s, if thou 
The peace and frieridslii]) of our king- decline, 

Ijet truth but lietjuse have, slie will avow 
Thy other virtmvs f 4 ir thy sense oiit.'.hine ; 
lint ah, may f leaven, if such be thv dedgn, 

I’Vom tin; eutiiralliu-r eliann thy mind release J 
That so at length ulilicted Palestine — 

Tliat Asia so iiiav from lior sorrows e(‘ase, 

And tlioii thy victor’s Iriiils i*njoy in perfect ])eac(;! 

LXXIX 

“ And you, who in deep troul>h‘», ])erils dark, 

• And fancied glory, are with liim eombinoil! 

Let wot kind F(»i’tune tempt, von to embark 
in other wars; bur dreuilThe woe? behind! 

The ])i]()t W'lio, from the *‘apriei nus wind, 

O’er seas where C|iiick.siuds lark and breakers loar 
Has steered liis vessel (r) |)orr a-ssigned, 

Shouiil gather in liis canvass, heaxc ashore, 

JiTor trust the traitor winds and (Vuel ()(van more I ” 

JAXX. 

Alethcs ce:is(s| : and the brave Lords Vetnrned 
A niunnur like the sound of five, that told 
Plow angrily his overtures tliey spurned; 

Fierce were their gestured, and their action liold ; 

(rodfroy his eyes thrice round the circle rolled ; 

Thrice the knights’ fajjes scanned with conscious pride: 
Then, as in act his purpose' to unfold, 

Tlie fluent Cojit significantly eyed, 

And with determined tone thus placidly replied : 
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“ Bravoly, Anibassador, luist thou sfit forth, 

Now luilfJ, now storn, the terms on whieh you treat , 
If thy king love me, and applaud our worth, 

The love is graleiid, as the praise is swot‘t ; 

The after-portion of thy speeeli, replete. 

With threats of war IVoie. lleathemlom^eoinbined. 
And like dei^iuiieiationip, I ^vill moei, 

Ajid in the native? fraiilvuess of tny mind 
■\n.swe7' in'’simple wowks, syieere, if less relineel. 

([ J.xxxir, 

Know', then, that \v(' lane borne all this distn^ss 
By land and sea — war, want, reverses — all! 

To'the sole (MuI that w'e might gain access 
To «iier(‘d Salem’s veiieralde wall ; 

'I'hat we niighi JVre the faithihl from thoii* tlirall, 
And \^in froi.*i (bid Ids 1 hosing and reuaj'd ; 

Jmoi:i (hjs^JvO tliveais oin* spirit can appal, 

Kor tliis Tin <ei’iie will he < .'^•reeined loo hard-- 
Jl.Ile, hononrs, kingdoms dignity debarre<l. 

\ vwin. 

“ !'\»r JK»( (lie lusfs of p.)v\er or gold .'iliirt 
1'i:e in arts of ije-se ^ \v> r,.nk beneath tiie Cross; 
Heaven's rraeiou', Caioor el lastiai. and (correct , 

'I'ln* dea'iiy sins, if se.eh our stml.s^ei i gross ! 

Nor ](*t tlu»’ ins'.diou'. phague, tiu^ ph-a.Nirig glo«j,s 
Of Innu w'd gniil iii'iW’t n^, or delude! 

But may hi') hel;i ^in s purge off our dross, 

Tlo'oegh .stony hears mfn.se a mi lx I or moot!, 

Sbnd l]iv‘ reladlious will, ae.d It aeli us to be good ! 

^ fiXKXIV. 

‘•This has iinpeil-^l le, -.uided, guides ns now 
'I'hiSni!. o 0 \ery jjail, ef>.a.i.ide ami snare; 
d'nls Ibe * J. , the mountain'i bow, 

'!'“m}'eiv- rh-e sirie. r iiear, the.wdnt.er air; 

This niai,(?s tlie, loud seas still, the rivers bare, 

01iain> the wild teinjU'st in its secret cave, 

Sends tlm four .seusoiLs mi Id, i the fdue skies fair, 

Beats down high bulwarks and unnerves the brave: 
Scatters our foes in flight, or dooms to the dark grave I 
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LXXXV. 

Hence zeal and hope, henee strength, hence safety springs 
I Not from our own forco, wasted^ worn^ and frail j 
Not from the rich Armada’s outspread wings ; 

Not from the succours that from Greece may sail ! 

Power, liosts, and fleets, were else of small avail ; 

But since high HeUven, our banner thus befriends, 

We little rock what other aids may. fail ; 

Who knows both how it strikes, and how defends, 

Will ask none other shield when peril swift descends. ‘ 
LXXXVI. 

But should our sins, or secret judgment doom 
Us, of his aid deprived, to pass away, 

WJii(?h of us would not yearn to have his tomb, 

AVhor(* once the limbs of the Cel(*stial lay ? 

Yes, wo shall die, nor envy them the play 
Of being who survive ! yes, wre shall fall, 

But fall not unrevenged, in meek array; 

Asia shall smile not at our funeral ; 

We shall not grieve to die, bnt furnish grief for all. 

LX XX VII. 

“As others fear and shun the battle-field. 

Think not the ha[»py arts of j)eaec wx* lly ; 

That union wuth thy kuig no joy w^ouhJ yield, 

Or that we should iiot\'atc his fricinlship high ; 

But Palestine does not subjected lie 

To him ; thou know'st it ; whoiice then all this care 

On its account ? would he to us deny ^ 

Conquest of others’ states ? let him forbear ; 

Ami rule in peace his own, ricli, flaurishiug, and fairl" 
Lxxxviir. 

Thus answered Godfrey, and his calm reply 
Stung to the quick Argantes’ heai’t of pride ; 

He did not veil it, but approaching nigh, 

With quivering lips in proud assumption cried : 

“ Who wills not peace the battle can abide ! 

Ne'er was there penury of risk or woe 
To those whose rashness dared to bo defied ; 

Too well a warlike spirit wilt thou show, 
the fair gifts we bring thou carest to forego I ” 
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LXXXIX. 

He took his mantle by the skirt ; Ik? curved 
As to an urn the implicated fold^ 

And holding it qn high, his language nerved 
With angrier <jye and mali^ uncontrolled ; 

Ho, thou contemner of strong Fate, behold! 

1 bring thee in this urn both war and'^eace ; 

Make now thy choice,, and^ quickly be it told — 

\^ar, peace*or war ; whichever most may please — 

. What more; thou w ouldst (Remand, thine own right hand must 
. seize ! ” 

^ ^ xc. 

\ At his fierce gesture and disdainful voice, 

.Inflamed, from all their seats the Barons sprung ; 

They waited not to hear their Leader's choice, 

“War! w'iir!” they cried, with simultaneous tongue; 

He far abroad the fatal mantle flung, 

. ^nd shqolw it. in their teeth : “ Then evermore 
Take mortal war ! ” he cn(*d : so wildly rung 
The words, it seemed I ho adamantine door 
Which awful Janus keeps, flew open to the roar : 

xcr. 

It seemed tliat from the shaking of the fold 
Gigantic Discord and mad Fury flew ; 

That in hi.s frightful eyes the}' might behold 
Mogara and Alecto rise to view' ; 

So stood, perchance, the (^daiit, when lie drew 
To iShiriaar's plain his nations, to defy 
The God of Heaven, and as the huge tow'er grew 
Upward from earth, perchance wdth such an eye 
He watched it pass the clouds, and threat the starry sky. 

XCII. 

Then Godfrey spake : “ Our answer ye have heard ; 

Back to your monarch, and our choice relate : 

Here let him h^ste, or, on a Prince's woi*d, 

Nile shall behold us at Alcairo's gate." 

Then in mild accents ending high debate, 

He honours them- with gifts of nol>le price ; 

A splendid helmet tempered to rebate 
The keenest falchion, and of rare device, 

He to Alothes gave, a spoil from conquered Nice. 
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xcirj. 

Arp;aiitcb has a swoiYl of ]>riiK;cly cost, 

Whose 111 It and pnnnnol gay with jow(‘ls flaino. 

Set in hright gold so curiously cuihossod, 

Tliat the rare workmanship ir,iglit almost tihainc 
Tlio rich material ; ho its toinju'ivd frame 
Slircwdly examincVl, tlio keen edge assayed, 

Found the tine ste,el tlio’ adornnionU well heeamo, 

And said to Godfrey, as lii* sheathed iJio hlailo : 

Soon shalt thou see tlie use that all* thy gift is made 
\CTV. 

No more he deigruid, hiit took his leave: *'And now, 
My hravii Alellu“', h't ns huth hegone ; 

1 to Ji.Tusalem, to h'gypt thou, — 

TJioa when morn ^ vu.m'> o’er the skies are strow'ii, 

AVilli our aLlendant j'ages, 1 aloiu' 

ISy the noetiirnal stars. You need not us,- 
Nor our advices to instinct the throne ; ‘ ’ , 

Hear thou lln? arin\cr — I’ll no longer thus 
Stand 1 rilling here, since arnhs the .subject must dLsent.-s,"’ 

"finis parts the foo wlio camo ambassador : 

Vv'hedier his well or ill-timed haste otlcnd 

Theik’w of realms :unirii.<igos of war 

Jlo thinks not, car(‘s n<TI, .sdhe gaiici his end ; 

Nor waits to hoar the answer wliieh liis friend 
lias on his lips, but through the twilight-.shade 
His .s(i‘p.s to high .ba usalim ascend, • 

Impatient of delay ; ami (hose win, stayed, 
liiid with no Jess disdain the E‘low*pitced hours ujibraiii 

xcvi. 

Ti.s evo; "tis *iight ; a holy ippel iueod.s 
O’er the mute world — wind.s waters are at jieace, 

The beasts lie eonchod amid unstirring woods, 

The fishes slum her in tlio *iound.s and sea^; 

No twittering bird .sings farewell lioni the trees, 
Hushed is the dragon's cry, the lion’s roar ; 

Beneath her glooms a glad oblivion frees 
The heart from care, its weary labours o’er, 

Carrying divine repose and sweetness to its core. 
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XCVII. 

But not the midnight hush, nor starlight balm, 

Nor sweet oblivion of all things in sleep, 

Can to the Chief or army bring the calm 
Of blest repose, such eager \latch they keep, 

In their desire to see the morning peep, 

And give that long-sought City to their sight, 

; Where they tjie fruits of battle hope to reap ; 
Oftdooldng out to mark -if yet the light, 

‘Saking the dappled East, clears .up the shades of nighu 
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AKOCMEiDT. 

CiX)iiiNi?A bravely mecta the Franks in ftfcht, 

When at Jci usalom tho host ariivea ; 

Enninia'B love awakens at the sifciit 
Of Tanci ed in the field ; his own revives, 

When a strange knight, with whom in war ho strivofi 
Appears uiimasHcd ; Argantes at a blow 
The bravo Adventurers of their Chief deprives i 
Dudon Interred, for timbers to lay low 
The town, to antique groves the Latin soldiers go. 


1 
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I. 

'ruTi oAorousj iiir, Iiiolu’s lUesSeDgGr, now spread 
fts vving.<5 ]i ora 1(1, in serencst skies, 

A urora issuing forth, her radiant lieatl 
Adorned with roses phickc^ in Paradise^; 

When in full p^inoply the hosts arise, 

And loud and spreading murmurs upward fly, 

Ere yet the trumpet sings ; its melodies 
They miss not long, the trumpet^s tiim‘ful iry 
Gives the command to march, shrill sounding to ‘the 'sky. 

II. ' 

Tl)c skilful Captain, with a gentle rein 
Guides their desires, and animates their force ; 

And though *t would seem more c^asy to resti'oin 
(Miarybdis in its mad voluhil course, 

Or bridle Horeas in, Avhen gruffly hoarse 
Tie tempests Apenninus and the grey 
Ship shaking Ocean to its deepest source,- - 
He ranks thorn, urges, rules them on tlie way ; 

Swiftly they march, yet still with swiftness under sway* 

in. 

Wing'd is each lieart, and wdnged every heel ; 

They fly, yet notice not how fjist they fly *, 

But by tin; time the (lewless meads reveal 
The fervent sun's asojnsieu in the sk}, * 

Lo, t(j\vcred .ferusalein salutes the eye ! 

A tliousaiid ])oiutiiig fingers tell tluj talc; 

“.Terusalein !" a thousand voices ery 
“All hail, Jerusalem !” hili, down, and dale 
Catch tlio glad sounds, and shouCj “ Jcrusaloui, all hail !* 

' IV. 

Thus, when a crew of fearless voyagers 
Seeking now lands, spread their audacious sails 
Til the hoar Aixjtic, under unknown stars, 

Sport of tlie faithless waves and treacherous gales ; 

If, as their little bark the billow scales, 

One views the long-wished headland from the mast. 
With merry shouts tlte faxToff coast he hails, 

Each points it out to each, until at Jast 
They lose in present joy the troubles of the past. 
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' V. 

To tho pure pleasure which tliat first finr view 
In their revivin;^ spirits sweetly shed, 

Succeeds a deep contrition, feelings new, — 

(Irief touched with awe, aifec|ion niixed with dread ; 

■ Scarce ilare they 'now upraise fhe abject hpatl, 

I Or turn to Zion their desiring eyes, 
pTho chosen city ! whesre Messias bled, 
llJofrj.udod Deith of lii.s fong ‘tyrannies, 

*w clothed his limbs with life, and reassumed the skies ! 

fs\ . . ’ 

' ' N>w accents, plaintive whisp<ii*s, grr)an.s j)rofoiind, 

Jiighs of a peoj)le that in gladness grieves, 

A'lid Hielaneholy iiiiirmurs float around. 

Till the sad air a thrilling sound receives, 

Nko that whicli sobs amidst the dying leaves, 

Shicn with autmnn'al winds the fon^st waves; 

Sr dash of a^i wiMirgent sea that heaves 
On lonely rocks, or locked in winding (aves, 
eaj’so through their hollow aishjs in wild low (.'ader.co raves. 
( VII. 


Kaeh, at his Cliiofs example, lays aside 
llis scarf and IVathered casque, with every gay 
And glittering ornament ol* knightly pride, 

And barefoot trwwls tin' consecratetl’way. 

'Fheir thoughts, tot), suited to their cliangcd array, 

Wiiriu tears tlevoiit their eyes in showers dilluse, — 
lY'ars, that tlie haugjitiest temper Tuiglit allay; 

And yet, as though to weep they did refuse, 
rima to themselves their hearts of hardness they accuse. 

VIII. 

“ Here, Lord, wherQ currents from thy wounded side 
Stained the besprinkled ground with sanguine red, 
Should not those two quick springs at least, their tide 
In bitter memory* of thy passion shed ! 

And melt'st tliou not, my icy heart, where bled 
Thy dear Redeemer? still must pity sleep? 

My flinty bosom, why so cold and lea*l ? 

Break, and with tears. tho hallowed region steep! 

If tliat thou weep'st not now, for ever shouldst tk " weep I 
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Meanwhile the Guftrd that from a lofty tower 
In the far city cast abroad his view, 

Marked the dust rise, and like a thunder>showiir 
Printed in air, turn dark thV ethereal blue ; 

The gloomy cloud seemed pregnant as it Hew 
With lire, — ano^, bright metals flashed between 
Its shaken wreaths, and as it nearer drew, 

Dim through the storm vrere apparitions seen — , 

iSpearmen, and issuing steeds, and chiefs of godlike mien. 

lie saw, and raised his terrible alarm ! 

“ Oh rise, all citizens below, arise ; 

Mount to the walls ; haste! arm! this instant arm 1 
Lo, what a dust upon the whirlwind flies, 

And lo, the lightning ol’ their arms!” lie erics, — 

“ The focman is at hand !” thou, yet moro loud, 
lie calls, “ Shall the swift foe the town surprise ? 

Quick seize your weapons ; mark the dusty cloud 
That hither rolls ! it wraps all heaven witliin its shroud!*' Js 

XI. 

The simple infant and the aged sire, 

Matrons and trembling maids, to whorri belong 
Noi; strength, nor skUl to make defence, retire, 

A pale, disconsolate and “iiippliauc. throng, 

In sad procession to the mosques : the strong 
In spirit as in limbs obe^' the call ; 

Seizing their arms in Iniste, thej speed along, 

Part flock to guard the gates, part man the wall ; 

^ The king to all parts Hies, sees,, cares, provides for all. 

XII. 

His orders given, for every need prepared, 

Ue from the thickening tumult has withdrawn, 

And scales a tower that 'twixt two portals reared, 
Overlooks the plain, and holds the hills" in scorn. 

His steps Ermiiiia, lovely as the morn. 

At call attends ; with all respect received. 

His royal Court her winning charms adorn, 

Since Antioch by the Christians was achicveil, 

And o’er her kingly sire the orphan-princess grieved. 
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XIII. • 

Meantime Clorinda hastes against the Franks, 

First of her band, with many a gallant knight, 

Whilst in a secret porch Arg|ntcs ranks 
His troops, prepared for rescue or for figljt. 

Her words, intrepid as her mien, excite 
Fire in all hearts, as thus the heroine spoke : 

“ Well it beceftnes us, armed *in Asia's rights, 

J^Fo foiKid the loosening o*f ^her hated yoke 
, the auspicious base of some determined stroke I ** 

'| XIV. 

Li, Fortune, as she speaks, the' occasion yields I 
A! band ' “anks sent onward to forecast 
The xnts, from foraging the fields, 

Nf with flocks arul herds returning, passed ; 

.fds them, ’and to her rushed as fast 
' . J]iief,*whcn he beheld her silver crest ; — 

uardo his name, man of puissance vast, 

iiut weak with liei . laurel to contest ; — 

Onward abrupt they drove their lances laid in rest. 

XV. 

Breathless to earth the *.aplcs8 Frank >vas strook 
By the fierce shook, in either army's sight; 

From his mischance the shouting l^.gans took 
Their joyous augury of the future fight : 

Onward she flew u])on the rest, the might 
Of numbers flashing.in her single blade ; 

Fast in their serried ranks she poured the light ; 

Her warriors followed through tlie gap slie made, 

Where her assault had been, where yet her falchion played. 

‘ . XVI. 

Soon from the spoiler they the spoil obtain ; 

The Franks give way, yet to their standard keep, 

Till slow the summit of a hill the^ gain, 

And stand assisted by the rising steep : 

When as a tempest, which the whirlwinds sweep 
Abroad, breaks loose, and in aerial fiance 
Warm from its skirts tlie vivid lightnings leap, 

Tancred at Godfrey's beck made swift advance 
With Ids Italian troop, and couched ,hi3 quivering lance. 
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XVII. 

Tlie king beheld him from his tower, and deemrd 
Him of all men the choicest cavalier, , 

So young, so resolute, so br/tve he seomed, 

And bore with .such a grace his beamy spear; 

Whence he bes]>ake the fair Erminia near, 

Whose palpitating heart in secret thrilled 
As at the sight of something deeply dear; 

“ Well shoiildst thou know, in many a lighting field 
Marked out, each Christian knight, howe’er in arms conceals. > 

XVlll. 

“ Who then is this, that in fierce grace outstrips 
All other kniglds?” In room of a reply, 

’I'lie quick breath fluttered round lier lovely lips, 

The big tear trembled in her full bine eye : 

These she reclaimed, yet not so carelessly 
As to (‘seapo regard, — a conscious red • '' 

Tinged her averted check, the sudden sigh, 

Choked to a groan, spoke plain of feeling fled, 

And o’er her tearful eyes a radiant circlet spread. 

XIX. 

In tlicsc delnsiv(Mvor<Is her answer ran, 

V’^eijinghor love bencxith the mask of hate; 

“Too well I know tlio’ inexorablt' »naii, » 

And should, amidst a thousand ! but of late, 

Ills savage soul I saw him satiate 
With slaughter, — saw hin) flesh Ills angiy steel 
U])on the liest of our Assyrian slate: 
j Cruel are all his strokes ! thC‘-wonnds they deal, 

No magic charm can standi, no breathing balsam lieal ! 

XX. 

“ He is Prince Taucred ; oli that he, some day, 

Might be my slave ! I would not wish him dead ; 

Glad that ho lives, so might I thus repay 
In sweet revenge my wrongs upon his head ! 

That would indeed be some small joy,” she said, 

And the Idng failed liot, as she wished, to wrest 
The meaning of her words, ascribed, instead 
Of love, to hate : she ceased, but from her breast 
Stole forth a mournful sigh that would not be represseiL 
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XXI. 

Meanwhile Glorinda rushes to assail* 

The Prince, and level lays her spoar renowned ; 

Both lances strike, and on the barred ventaylc 
In shivers fly, and she remans discrowned ; 

For, burst its silver rivets, to the ground 
Her helmet leaped, (incomparable bloVt !) 

And by the, rudeness of the shock unbound, 

[ Hi'!* sex to all the field. emblazoning so, 

' A)Ose to the charmed winds her golden tresses flow, 

a, xxis. 

',Then blazed her eyes, then llashe«l her angry glance, 
Sweet e'en in wrath ; in laiignter then what grace 
Would not bo theirs! — but why that though tinl trance ? 
And, Tancred, why that scrutinizing gjiz(‘ i 
Know’st not thine idol ? lo, the same dear liicc, 

AVlience sprang the flame that on thy heart has preyed ! 
The sculptured imagt^ in its shrine retrace, 

And in thy foe behold the noble maid, 

Who to the sylvan spring for cool refreshment strayed. 

xxnr. 


He, who her p.ainted shield and silver crest 

Marked not at first, stood sj)cll-bound at the sight ; ^ 

She, guarding as she could her head, still pressed « 

The' assault, and struck, l)ut fie forobore the fight, 

And to the rest transferring his despite, 

Plied fast his whirling sw onl ; yet not the loss 
Ceased she to follow and upbraid his flight, 

With taunt aiul menace heightening his distress; 

And, “ Turn, false knight she cried, loud shouting through 
tho^press. 

• XXIV. 


Struck, he not onc.e returns the stroke, nor seeks 
So much to wjy'd the meditated blow, 

As in those cy(\s and on those •charming cheeks 
To gaze, whence Passion's fond emotions flow ; 

“Void," to himst'lf be says, “too^cruel foe, 

Void fall the strokes which that beloved arm 
Distributes in its wrath ! no fatal throe 
Is that thy scimitar creates ; the harm 
Is in thy angry looks, that wound me while they charm ! ” 
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xxy. 

Resolved at length dot unconfessed to fall, 

Though hopeless quite her pity to obtain, ’ 

That she might know she struck her wjjling tlirall, 
Defenceless, suppliant, crouching to her ohain ; 

0 thou,” said he, “ that followest o’er the plain 
Me as thine only .foe, of all this wide 
Presented people ! yet thy wr^th restrain ; ^ 

The press let us forsake, so may aside • 

Thy force with mine be proved, my skill with thine b6 trieiL; 

XXVI. 

Then shalt thou measure in the face of day 
Thy strength with mine, nor own my valour less.” 

Pleased she assents, and boldly leads the way, 

Unhelmed, — he follows in his mute distress. 

Already stood the* impatient Warrioress 
Prepared, already had she struck, when he 
Exclaimed ; Hold ! hold ! ere we ourselves address 
To the stern fight, *t is fit wc should agree 
Upon the terms of strife ; fix first what these shall be !” 

XXVII. 

Her arm she stayed ; strong love and wild despair 
. A reckless courage to his mind impart ; 

“ These be the terms,”, said he, “ since you forsw^ear 
All peace with me, pluck dut my panting heart, 

Mine own no more ! I willingly shall part 
With life, if farther life thy pride offend ; 

Long have I pined with love s tormenting smart ; 

*T is fit the fond and feverish strife should end ; 

Take then the worthless life whioli 1 will ne'er defend. 

XXVIII, 

“ Behold ! my arms are offered, — I present 
My breast without defence, — spare not to smite ; 

Or shall I speed the task ? I am content 
To strip my cuirass off, and thus invite " 

Thy cruel steel!" — harsher self-despite, 

The mournful youth would have proclaimed his woes, 

But suddenly, in craft or panic fright, 

The Pagans yield to their pursuing foes, 

And his brave troops rush by, and numbers interpose. 
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XXIX. 

Like driven dper before the’ Italian band 
They yield, they fly in swiftness unconflned ; 

One base pursuer saw Clorinda stand, 

Her rich locks- s]>read like lunbeauis on the wind, 

And raised his arm in passing, from behind, 

To stab secure the undefended maid ; 

Rut Tancred, conscious of -the blow designed, 

^ Shrieked, out, “ Beware !” to warn tlie’ unconscious maid, 
^^nd with his own good swOrd bore ofl‘ the hostile blade. 

” ( XXX. 

Still the stroke fell, and near the graceful head 
ller snowy neck received the point, which drew 

Soihe rosy drops, that crimsoned, as they shed, 

Icr yellow curls with their bespangling dew ; 

G’en thus gold beams with the blusli-rose’s hue, 

When roiipd it rubies sparkle from the hand 
Of some rare' artist ; trembling at the view, 

His wrath the Prince no longer may command, 

But on the caitiff falls, and shakes his threatening brand. 

XXXI. 

The villain flies, and full of rage the knight 
Pursues, — as arrows swift, they scour the plains : 

Perplexed she stands, and keeps them both in sight 
To a great distance, nor to follow deigns, 

But quickly her retreating band regains ; — 

Sometimes she fronts in hostile attitude 

The' arrested Fraitks, now flies, and now disdains 

To fly, — fights, flies again, as suits her mood, 

Nor can she well be termed fiursuer or pursued. 

XXXII. 

So in the Circus the fierce bull turns back 
To gore the baying mastifls that pursue ; 

They pause — bqt still as he resumes his track, 

Their ruffian clamours savagely’ renew. 

She, as she fled, above her shoulders threw 
Her guardian buckler, like an orlx^d sun ; 

So at their sports gymnastic may we view 
The fugitive Moresebs shielded run, 

Dexterous the darted balls on nimble feet to ahun.^ 

s This similo alludes to the game of Caroselli, introduced into Italy by the 
floors. 
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, XXXlll. 

Wliilst these give chase, and those assaulted fly, 

Tv lllC tOWll-WlillS they now approaching drew, 
When on the siidilon, w itli a frightful cry, 

• Back on the Christians came tne Pagan Orew' ; 

First wheeling fur aloof, and then anew 
Returning nigh, with circumventing skill 
They on the wings ami rear ternpe^uoiis flow; 
W^hilst undisgiiiaed Argantes do\v;l the hill 
Moved to assail the front, and*shou*bcd wild and shrill. 

XXXIV. 

Before his troop the li(u*ce Avenger passed. 

All eager first to ])oinK*e njioii the prey ; 

Over and over, at one charge he cast 

Tlie horse and rider tliat first crossed liis way ; 

And ere to shivers Hew his lance, there hiy 
Whole heaps of siieh in his encumbercil tracl^ ; * 
Then from its scabbard h.'aps his sword, and aye 
Whom it but fully roaclu's to attack, 

Jt cither kills, or wounds, or beats ailrighted back, 

XXXV. 

In rivalry of liim Olorimla slew 
Ardelio brav(», of years now most mature, 

But though by age iintAmed, and lenet^d by two 
Bold sons, he was not from her s\vor<l secure : 

For a sharp wound whicli he couhl ill endure, 

First from the sire removed liis el(h*st pride, 
Unblest Alcaiider ; and his trust, the sure 
Young Polypheriie, assistant at his sule, 

Fbr his own menacctl life but barely could provide. 

XXXVI. 

But Tancred, finding that he vainly chased 
The ruffian, who a swifter steed displayed, 

Looked back and saw how far intemperate hasio 
Hurried the vidour of his bold brigade ; 

Hemmed in he saw it, to the sword betrayed. 

And spurring back, to ilie c9rrccted rein. 

His gallant steed, came quickly to their aid ; 

Nor he alone, but that Adventurous train, 

Who every risk of w'ar unshrinkingly sustain. 
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XXXVII. . 

IJudon'a choico plialanx to tlio rosciw throng, 

"Jlie flower of heroes, dragons of tlie fight ; 

And noblest. bravi*st, foremost riwhod along. 

The gay ana' versatile llinaldo, liglit 
As the wild wind ; Erininia know tli/j knight 
By his bold port and azure-lincted sliield, 

Where the bird argent spreads its plumes for flight,® 

And to -the king, who watched him through the field, 
lit ! Exclaimed, “ Lo tliore the youth to whom all knights must 
. yield ! 

XXX VIII. 

“ But few or none in tournament can vie 
With liim, though yet but into boyhood grown ; 

Could Europe six such paragons su[)]ily, 

Salem werejior, and Syria were o*(;rthrown ; 

The Soifthiher strong supremacy would own, 

Kiiigdoma that lie beneath the moruing star 
Stoop to h(»r rule, and in the burning zone, 

V’^ainly perhajw would Mifus sock afar, 

Amid his secret springs, a refuge from the W'ar! 

XXXIX. 

Rilialdo is his name ; his angry sword 
More threats »your \Nalls thau the most huge machine: 

But turn to where I point ; yon noble lord, 

GJittering in arniatniaj of gold and green, 

Js gallant Dudon^ to whose call tionvenc 
Tlie band to which I s«ie your eyes advert, 

Adventurers chivalrous,— a warrior keen. 

Who high-born, aetive, and in arms expert, 

Greatl/ transcends, in years, nor yields in true desert. 

XL. 

“ That towering figure, sheathed in brown, has birth 
From Norway*.s king, Geniando is his name; 

No prouder creature breathes, throughout the earth ; 

A single foible sullying all his iamo. 

But lo, urged on for ever by onU aim, 

Where Edward and his deJir Gildippe move ! 

Their mantles, arms, and ornaments the same, 

Argent ! in bridal harmony they rove, 

Famed both for deeds of amis, and loyalty of love.” 

6 An caglo argent in a flold azurCf the armorial hearings of the Uoiue of 
Ustc. 
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XLI. ‘ 

Whilst thus Erminia communes with the king, 

Below, yet deeper carnage dyes tlio fields ; 

Tliere Tancred and Rinaldo break the rln^g, , 

Dense with conflicting men and serried sbierds; 

Then pour the* Advejitiirers in, and bravely wields 
Each knight the weapon of his sliarp disdain ; 
Argantes' self, the proud Argantes yields; 

Beat by Rinaldo backward on the plain 
In sudden shock, he scarce his footing can regain : — 

XLII. 

Nor e’er had he renewed the stern debate, 

But the same instant fell Rinaldo's steed, 

And from the pressure of its cumbrous weight 
The noble youth not easily was freed. 

Meanwhile, diffused in flight, with headlong speed, 
On to the barbican tlui Pagans hied ; 

Argantes and Clorinda sole impede — 

Mounds to its wrath — the’ irruptions of the tide 
That on them bursts behind with such insulting pride. 

XLlll. 

Last they retire, and the pursuing force 
Of battle hold in check, and so restrain, 

That those who flee before, screened in their course, 
With less of ruin gored the city gam. 

Still Dudon, flushed with conquest, gave the rein 
To his curvetting horse, that with a bound 
Bore down the fierce Tigraucs ; not in vain 
The sharp sword struck ; he headless fell to ground, 
And^ savage e’en in death, superb defiance frowned. 

XLIV. 

Nought his fine hauberk Algazel avails, 

Nought his strong helmet Corbano defends ; 

Them through the nape and back he so assails, 

That through the face and breast the steel protends: 
With fell Almanzor next two valiant friends, 
Mahmoud and Amurath, h^s trenchant brand 
From pleasant life to Lethe quickly sends ; 

The valour flashing from his armed hand, 

Not e’en Circassia’s Duke could unannoyed withstand. 
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.XLV. 

He frets within himself, with rage' he burns, 

Oft stops, wheels round, yet still the field forsakes ; 

At Inst so sudden on his foc hc turnSj 
And with a spring like ttee uncoiling snake’s, 

At Dud oil’s side so fierce a thrust he makes, 

That deep within, it bathes the gridhrig blade, 

And from the Cliiof all power of motion takes ; 

JJ.e falls ; and his sliut eyes, with pain o’erweighed, 

^ An adamantine sleep, and quietude invade. 

xlVt. 

Thrice ho unclosed them, and the sun’s sweet light 
Sought to enjoy ; tlirice on his arm arose, 

And thrice foil back ; then dark the veil of night 
Involved his eyes, which, tired, for ever close. 

His limbs relax ; from all his members flows 
A dead cold -sweat; the pulses cease their play. 

And sciiSihly an icy stiffness grows : 

Upon tlio knight now dead, no idle stay 
The tierce Argautes makes, but instant hies his way, 

XLVII. 

Vet, turning as ho speeds his cruel eye 
On his antagonists, ho cries aloud : 

‘‘Tlii-a falchion, stroamiiig with so bright a dye, • 

Is that w'hicli^^ostcrday your Prince bestowed ! 

(iuick ! be its quittance to his ear avowed ; 

Tell him what havoc it has done tonlay ; 

Glad will he be to find a gift so proud, 
llroiight to its trial, stand the sharp assay ; 

How I must prize it, think, — how I have used it, say ! 

XLVIII. 

“ Telr'him, that coon he may expect to see 
In his own bowels ])roof of it more sure ; 

That if ho hastes not to the battle, we 
Will drag him from his tented coverture 
The irritated Franks but ill endure 
The brutal message and insultui,(^ call ; 

All pressed to charge him; but he passed secure 
Beneath tlie favour of the guarded wall. 

And reached the rest that fled, unhurt, unharmed of aiL 
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XLIX. 

Then from the battlements of eitlior tower, 

A storm of stones obscured the sleety air, 

And arrows, an immitigable sliower. 

Innumerable archers fulminc there 

From the tough bow; the Christians pause,— they dar’ 

No further press, but shrinking from xhe storm, 

Perforce the relics of the Pagans sp^irc ; 

'Twas then Rinaldo showed his martial form, ' 

Freed from his fallen horse, as JoveV rod lightnings warm. 

He came, on the barbaric homicide 
Slain Hudon’s debt witli usury to repay. 

And to his pausing troo}>s siiblinieiy cried, 

“ What wait you for ? what moans this base delay ? 

Slain is the gallant lord, your Chieftain, — say, 

What is it stays you ? what is it a|)p.'ils ? 

Forward this instant, ami the town essay ! 

What ! wdion so great a cause for vengeance calls, 

Shall we be held in cheek by tlieso weak mouldering wails? 

Ll. 

“ No ! though with adamant each charmed tower 
Were Hanked, or trijdy feiice<l \>ith stubborn stc(d, 

Safe in its pale the’ assassin should not cower, 

Hut the full measure oJ' your vengeance feel; 

On ! on I” and seconding the high ap[>eal 
By instant action, to the walls, before 
All else he rushes ; in his ardent /.cal , 

Scorning with guarded head the shower and roar 
Oil, stones, and shafts, and darts that from the engines pour. 

LIX. 

He sliakes his sable plumes, he lifts his face, 

So full of fierce resolve, that it encliains 
The energies of all who guard the place, — 

An icy fear runs thrilling through their veins. 

While thus the seized advantage he maintains, 

And those to menace siieks, and these to cheer, 

In rushes one who his desire restrains ; 

Godfrey has sent to them the good Sigier, 

Of his discreet commands the’ executor severe ; 
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.,L11I. 

Wlio in liis reverenced name oommanch them back. 
And chides a step so rash and so absurd : 

‘‘This is no tiinp/* he cries, “for the attack ; 

(Joilfrey reca\s you from Aie risk incurred, 

Ihick! back !” llinaldo^ who the rest had spurred 
To the near danger, thus compelled fo yield, 

. Slowly receded, uttering not a word, 

I Jilt inly cliafcd, and (jutwardly rCVCaled 
'More than one pregnant sign of anger ill concealed. 

Hi 

\ Unharassed of the foe, by due degrees, 

The h' ranks bore oil’, and full of sorrow paid 
TIk‘ last sad rites and solemn oificos 
Due to the person of the noble dead; 

IJorne in their ]n()us arms, liis fricii<ls conveyed 
Th(i sacrcid weight along, — whilst on the height 
Of fair J\fount Olivet, the Duke surveyed 
^riie city’s strength, appliaiu‘es, and site ; 
ivainj)ire, and battled i*rag, and fastness sbai>ed for lighi, 

LV. 

On two bold hills Jerusalem is seen, 

Of size unequal, face to face opposed ; 

A wide and pleasant valley lies between, 

Dividing bill ifom hill ; three sitles the coast 
Jii('s craggy, dilKeult, and high, tlisposod 
In steep acclivities ; the fourth is cast 
In gf'iitlest iiiulnlations, an<l enclosed 
l>y walls of height insuperable and vast, 

That seem to brave the sky, and face the Arctic bliwr. 

LVI. 

Cisterns for rain, ^canals and living fountains 
Make glad the thirsting city ; but around, 
ihirreii, and bare, and naked are tlic mountains, 

And scarce one solitary flower is found 
To blossom near : no sy Ivans, sun-embrowned, 

Shut out the fervid noon ; no valley sliines 
With lapse of lakes, nor falling waters sound : 

One forest yet the blue horizon lines, 

Black with the baleful shades of cypresses and pinct. 
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LVII* 

Here, toward tlic regions of the orient day, 

Thebiately Jordan leads its happy wave; 

There, where the solemn sunset fades away, 

A sandy shore Levantine billoVs lave ; ■ 

North, with Samaria Bethel stands, whicli gave 
Fires to the Golden Calf, of hell heguiled ; 

And last, wlierc Auster from bis southern cave 
Let loose the showery winds and tempests wild, 

Betlilchcm, whose matron lap received the Heaven-born Child 

Lvni. 

Now as the Chief the city's walls espied — 

Its strength, its site — and in his wisdom weighed 
Where best he could encamp, and on which side 
The hostile towers might safest be essayed, 

To Aladine divine Erniinia said, 

Her eager finger pointing to the place ; 

‘‘That Godfrey is, in [)urple robes ai’rayed! 

Observe with wliat a military grace 
He moves ! august his port, and dignified his pace ! 

LXX. 

“ He of a truth Avas born for empire : y(‘N I 
^'So Avoll he knows to govern and command ; 

Great Jis a general, as a knight no loss, 

Sceptre and sAVurd Avore fashioned to his haiul ! 

I know not one of all that cuiuitless band, 

More warlike, or more wise; Raynumd the sage, 

Perhaps in counsel by his side might : irid, 

Binaldo, Tancred equal Avai'fare wage, 

These from their sprightlier yout)i,*and lut^ mondfrom his age." 

LX. 

“ Him,” the king answered, “ I remember avcU ; 

I saw him at the splendid Court of Franco, 

When envoy there from Egypt, and could tell 
Hoav gallantly in joust ho- bore liis lance ; 

And though liis years, whicli then did scarce advdiiee 
Beyond gay boyhood, had begun to grave 
No manly lines on his smooth cheek, his glance, 

Bold dc^s, reflective mind, and semblance brave, 

Of loftiest hopes e'en then a certain presage gave. 
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LjlI. 

“ Too sure, alas !” and here his troubled eyes 
Ho cast to earth) till gathering voice, he said: 

But who is he tluit as an vies 
. With him, in mantle of resplendent red ? 
k How like in form and visage ! e’en his tread 
ft Betrays a strange similitude, though less 
& 1 deem his stiture ^ That,” rejoined the maid, 

Is* Baldwin, like in aspect and address, 

I ft brother most in soiil and princely nobleness. 

, EXIT. 

^ ‘\Now mark the man near Godfrey, in the guise 
Of an advisor ; he deserves all praise ! 

That is Earl Raymond, prudent, close, and wise, 

Of reverend tresses white with length of daye ; 

8iieh politic rnanojuvres none displays — 

Ijatin or Fr^^nl^ — in battle ti» o’er whelm, 

Or to deceive ; but he that blinds our ga/o, 

The sunshine playing on his gilded helm, 

Is )V''illiam, the young hope of liriiain’s distant realm, 

LXIII. 

With him is Guelj)li, in rich estates, high blood, 

And thirst for honour equal with the best ; 

1 know him well, by his lirm attkude, 

By his broad shoulders and dilated chest ; 

13 ut my chief foe, for w hom in eager quest 
I have so long looked round, 1 no w here see, 

Fell Bohoinoud, the’'assassin ! ho oppressed 
My subj(icts, slew’ niy sire, and left to me 
NT) joy but that of tears, no friends but Heaven and thee 

^ LXIV. 

’I'hus eonim\in<' they ; whilst having well surveyed 
The City, Bouillon joined his hosted train. 

And as he judged that battery and sealade 
On all sides else Avould be assayed in vain, — 

Against the Northern Gate, on the near plain 
Fixing his stamlard, he encamps ; and thence 
His quartered troops extending, till they gain 
The Corner Tow er, the whole vast field presents 
One long continuous s<*«ne of equipage and tents. 
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LXV. 

this cxtunsive ciViiit the tliird part 
Ot tho devoted City was omhracod; 

* And though it hafllcMl all his power an^ art, 

(Such was its Vange) the wlufle to circiirayeut, 

Yet what he (‘oldd to obviate and arrest 
All partial aids tjjat to the town might flow, 

II is acti\e genius compassed lie ;^)Ossesse<l ^ 

The heights around, the viilley-piiths below, 

And each strong puss that gave* adlnittanoe to and fro’: 

IiXVI. 

And fortified his Camp, ainl IoiiccmI it well 
Witli bri''tling |ialisad<‘ and yawning fosse, 

•Strong to op]>oso the sallying Infulel, 

Ami all eriijitions of a foreign force. 

That task accomplislied, In* would see the corse 
Of his slain fri(Mid ; ho reache<l tin* latal tOnt^ 

Where, gri('ving at the' irreiiarahle loss, * 

‘i tie soldiers o'er their Iifol<*s.s CMiieftain bent, 

And one wild sob ran round of anguish ainl lament. 

LXVll. 

Ilis bosom fi'i(‘uds the high bier had adorned 
•. With et*ri‘monial pomp, a solemn show; 

And.wlien the (^hief app(*arod amidst them mourned 
In louder accents, with a \cuderer woo 
But juous («odfM*y gave no tear 1o flow, 

Not all serene, nor clouded was his look; 

Dumb for awliile, his fixt eves seemed to grow* 

To the loved form they contemplate; — he broke 
i^ilence at length, and thus in c»liu ilojeetioii spoke. 

LWlll. 

“ Tears are not now thy due ! from tlic worlds toil, 
(lone to assumes in heaven the brightJT birtli ; 

A wing(*d Angel, from thy mortal coil 
Kseajied, thy glory lingons yi't round earth ! 

Christ’s hallowed warrior living thou went st forth, 
Christ’s cliiiuipion didst thou die ; and now, blest Shade, 
The crown and ])alin of righteousness and worth 
Tbon w'ear'st, wdth joys unspeakable; repaid, 

Feeding thine ejes on things to fancy unportraye U 
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|lxix._ ^ o 

“ Yes ! thou Jlv'st happy || and if yet we keep 
Vigils of grief, and echo 'groan for groan/ 

'T is not for thee, bnt for ourselves we y/eep, 

Whose noblest pillar lies in thee o’erthrdwn ; 

But though pale Death (a title wo disown) 

Of earthly aid has stripped and rendered vain 
Our arms, bright Icg'oiis stand before the throne, 
An|l raised thyself to-'lliat selected train, 

['fStill may thy suit for us delestitil aids obtain, 

1 LXX. 

“ And as we saw thee, whilst a mortal, shield 
^ With mortal arms our cause, let us descry 
Thy compicring hand for our advantage wield 
Heaven’s fatal arms, a spirit of the sky ! 

Hoar now the vf)w.s wa oiler up ; be nigh, 

And in tjic hour of ultimate distress 
• Send down immortal succours from on high ; 

So will wo raise to thee for wrought success. 

Hymns of triumphal praise, and in our temples bless !” 

TAXI. 

He ct'-ased : the last bright beams of day were spent, 
And eve ascending in the starless air, 

Imposed a sweet oblivion onjament, • 

Best to eacli toil, a ti’uce to every care ; 

But CJodfrey still watched, anxious to i»vepare 
The mighty engines, without which lie knew 
The toil of war would be a brave desj)air ; 

Then how to frame their shape, and wdionee to how 
Materials. for tlio work, perplexed his mind anew. 

LXXII. 

But wlitn the morn looked forth on Jordan’s tlood. 
The fuuoi-al pageant he lamenting led ; , 

An odoriferous ark of cypress wood, . 

Near a green hill, bccauic LorclDiidoifs bed ; 

The hill adjoined the Camp, a^d (overhead 
A lofty palm its verdant foliage <lung ; 

Last, white-robed Priests their anthem o’er the dead, 
Slow-moving, hymned, and many a tuneful tongue 
Sweet at the solemn close his rcquicscat sung ; 

D 2 
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, LXXlf. 

And lu^re and there the tree's proud branches boiie 
^ Ensigns and Arms, the banner and the bow, — 

‘Spoils, which fight more fortunate he tore 
Or from the Sywian or the Persian foe ; ' 

In midst, his own* pierced cuirass they bestow. 

His hollow helmetf hia inverted spear — 

And grave this legend' on the trui/A below : 

” IJilgrim, a x^amnioir of % (tross. abtxt ; 

^itb tljis tomb willj -brabi gaSow slumbtrs I^frc." 

LXXIV. 

The Duke, when thus his piety had paid 
Tint funeral rites, and shed his duteous tears. 

Sent fill his skilled mechanics to invade 
Tlie forest, guarded by a thousand spears ; 

Veiled by low bills it stood, the growth of years,— 

A Syrian sho|)^ierd pointed out tire vale, 

And thither brought the Camp-artificers 
To fabricate the engines doomed to scale 
The City’s sacred towers, and tui*n her people pale. 

LXXV. 

Each cheers on each, and to the general cfill 
• 'Unwonted ravage rends tlu: woods around ; 

Ilewi^l by the iron's piercyig edge, downdall, 

And with their leafy honours heap the ground, 

Vines, savage asl)os, beeches, palms renowned, 

Euncrcal cypresses, the fir tree higli, ^ 

Maple, and liolin with greens ctovnsd crowned, 

And w'oddcd elm to which the vines ap[)ly 
Thuir virgin arms, and curl, and*&hoot into the sky. 

L.VXVl. .. ' 

Some fell tho yews, some fell tlie warrfor-oaks/ ^ 

Whose trunks have budded to a thousand spi^igs. 

And brfivod immoveable the thousand shocks 
Of Boreas rusniTTg on Ir^ wintry wings ; 

And here the alder nodXthe cwlar swings 
On creaking wheels; 9.jine bark the trees, some sqimre ; 
With shouts and olaug of arms the valley rings, — 

Sick with the sound, the Nymplis their haunts lorsut^r. 
The stork her nest forsakes, the lioness her lair. 
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>1* i 

took th^Ir statio is and left around 
Tlie grisly kiig ; lie, < ruoUof command, 

Sate in the niidst of them, \iind sourly frowned, 

The huge, rough soeix^re waving in his hand. 

No Alpine crag, terrifically grand, 

No rock at sea in size .with him coulci Me; 

Calpc, and Atlas soaring from the sand, 

S(fi^,iaed to Ins stature F^tle hills, so high 
Beared he his horned fronton th'»:^ xiiftarean sky. 

vii. 

A horrid majesty in his fierce face 
Struck deeper terror, and increased his pride ; 

His bloodshot eyeballs w'cre instinct with rays 
That like a baleful comet, far and wide, 

Their fatal splendour shod on every siile ; 

In rough iarbario grandeur his hoar board* 

Klowed to liis breast, and like the gaping tide 
Of a deep whirlpool his grim mouth appeared, 

When he unclosed his jaws, with foaming gore bowsmoarf'd. 

VIII. 

His breath was like those sulphupus vapours born 
In thunder, stench, and the liv*; meteor's light, 

When red V’esiivius showers, Vy earthquake;.' torn ■ 

O’er sleeping N£.plos in the dead of night 
Funereal ashes \ whilst he spoke, affright . 

Hushed howling -Cerberus, the Hydra's slirick ; 

Cocytiis ])aused in It^J/vnenting flight ; 
l'h(» abysses trembled ; horror chilled each cheek ; 

And thes&^he w^ords they heard the fallen Archangel speak. 

IX. 

“ Princes op hell ! but worthier far to fill 
In Heaven, ^whence. each one sprang, his diamond throne; 
Ye, who with me were hurl<?[l fromj^he blest hill, 

Where brighter than the moi..i..*{>dtar we shone, 

To range these frightful dungc;|*ns! ye have known 
The ancient jealousies and fierce disdains 
That goaded us to battle ; overthro rn, 

We are judged rcbcis^ and besieged with pains. 

Whilst o’er his radiant hosts the happy victor^rcigns. 
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“ And for tho’ ethereal air, serj 
The golden sun, and starry spj 
Has lucked us in this bottoinlq 
Forbidding bold' ambition to translate 
Our spirits to their first divine estate : 

Then, ah the bittoirtCought ! 'tis tlJs which aye 
Stings mo to madness, — their did Im create 
The vile uonn man, that thing of/e[)tile clay. 

To fill our vacant s<‘ats Mi?<* fields of day- 

“ Nor this sufficed : to spite us more, ho gave 
His only Son, his darling to the dead ; 

He came, he burst hcHs gates, and from the grave, 
Compassed our kingdoms with audacious tread; 

The souls ill tormefit doomed to us, he led 
Back to tlio- skies — his rielily-ransoined throng jj. 

And, in our teeth, hclfis conquered ensigns spread, 
Abroatf on heaven’s briglit battkiiients upliurig, 

Tlio whilst ton thousand saints their halleluiahs sung. 

V 

‘‘ Hut why renew afflicflons so severe, 

lly number mg up our wr^igs, already known ! 

oiNvhat oceasioiVlid yc hear 
He paiisciU^iiYrath, and left his works iy:idono? 

No more oo1^f^ast indignities 1 run. 

But present injuries and future si*ame — / 

Shall we puss these? Alas! avo shun 

The consciousness, thac noAv his envious aim 
Is the wide nations round from <ljft*kncss to rei-laiiin 

xilL 

“ What ! shall we pass in sloth the daysIHul hours. 
Cherish no wrath-born lightnings in our ve^ 

But leave his p riiicmali iie.s am][ powers 
To reap fresh Whirls plains ? 

■ To lead Judea in their s^ile chains. 

And spread his worshii^/^xi name from cUmc^to clime f 
Sound it in other toi^^es, hi other strains, 

And on fresh coluiums sculpt^ii'oit sublime, 

To teach the futijcerage, and mOck almighty Time ? 
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XIV. ; 

Must then our glorious idols bo o'erthrown ? 

Our altars change to his ? Wr temples nod ? 

Gold, incensu, vows, be paM to him alone, 

And Baal bow before the shrine of God ? 

In the high Groves where erst we made abode 
Must priest, nor charm, nor oracle remain ? 

And shall tlie inyri?.d spirit's who bestowed 
Tribute on us, that tritiute now disdain, 

I Aud o’er dispeopled realms abaucloiied fliito reign? 

XV. 

‘‘ No ! for our essences arc yet the same, 

The sjnne our prido, our prowess, and our power, 

As when with sharp stool and engird iug flame, 

In godlike battle wo withstood the flower 
Of heaven’s archangels : \vc in evil hour 
Wore foiled, I grant; but i)artiaJ chance, not skill 
Gave them the vi(*tory, — stiil WMi scorned to eowei ; 

Victory w^as theirs, but an uncoiiqnerod will 
Nobly reiiiaiiiod to us — it fires our spirits still! 

XVI, 

Why longer then diday ! arise, take wing. 

My hope, iiiy strengtli, my trusty cohorts, fly ; 

Plagues and swift ruin on these? Christians bring, 

Ere reinforced by-any fresh ally ; 

Haste ! quench the spreading flame of chivalry, 

£re in its blaze Judea all unites ; 

Your arts exert, yohi strong temptations ply ; 

Enter at will among their armed knights, 

Now practise^ open force, and now use secret sleights. 

XVII. 

“Let wdiat I will, be fate; give some to rove 
In exile, some in battle to be slain ; 

Let some, abandoned to a lawless lov,o, 

Make woman’s smiles and frowns tfieir joy and pain, 

And brilliant oyes their idols ; let. some stain 
Their swords m civil strife ; let s^ne engage 
In crimes against their Chief; let murder reign 
With treason, rage with murder, hate with rage ; 

Bo perish all — priest, king, prince, noble, serf, and snge I'* 
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I XVIIT. 

Ere } ot. tlie AiiJireli cIosimI liis fioroc liaraiigue* 

His relH‘1 angrls on swift \\ind8 were Howii, 

Glad to revisit the pure light clang, ^ 

Of pinions ]mssod, and he was loft alone. 

As in their deep Eolian grottoes moan 

Tin* Spirits of the sIorin---as forth .they sweep. 

Or ere (ho siirnal of the winds is blown, 

With howling sound, high earniv/ to keep, • 

And in wihl iiprf«»r ail mnluHyl hofli land and di'e}); — 

XF\. 

So th(* loos(‘d Ki(‘nds o’«‘r \ alley, wave, and hill, 

Spreading their iiiml>le wings theinsi)Jves dispersed ; 
Solicitous to franw, with domoii-.skill, 

New-faiiei(Ml si.auvs, and urge their arts aeeursod : 

]liit say, sweet .MiiVe ! of xariruis ills, what first 
Their malice wrought, and by what agents, saij; 

Thou know'st it ; Fame th<^ tidings has rehearsed, 

Hut in the gloom remotcj of times grown grey, 

Long ore it reach our (‘ar, lier >veak voice melts luvay. 

\x. 

A mighty wn’zard in l)amas(‘us reigned, 

Vrinee Mraotes ; who fnuii ohildhooil ported 
OVr ihu’k divining voluiiiAi, till hi‘ gaineil 
The potmii know ledge which his soul adored ; 

.Tint what avffth'd hi.s whole eollectod hoard 
or signs and c.hariiia, if h*: could not foretel 
The war's uncertain issues? his searoK soared 
To heaven — no star, no ]ilanet owned the spell, 

Nor would one parleying ghost «livulge the truth fror.; noil. 

XXI. 

And yet he thought (l»lind human wit,TK)W' vain 
And crooked are thy thoughts!) tliat Heaven had blessed 
The Payiiim arms, and surely w'ould ordaili 
Death to tlie' uneomjuN'cd armies of the West ; 

He judged that Egypt from their grasji would wrest 
The palm of war, and fi^in the dazzling galJle 
De|)art a winning victor, and impressed 
With this delusive hope, resolved to claim 
Part in the grand award of conquest, wealth, and fame. 
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But as their prowess drew Ir'. high esteem, 

Tlic w^ar's vagm^ ehauces lie forbore to dare, 

And long revolved how by Some deej)-laid scheme 
The Christian priFVeos lie might best ensnare, 

And by diminishing their strength, jirepare 
The patli for Egypt ; when, with ruin rife, 

Her hosts the compiering swv>rd abro:id should IxNar ; 
His evil angel marked tile, mental strife, 

Made (j[uiek the embryo thought, and puslicd it into life. 

XXIH. 

He framed the fraiul, the counsel ho insjiind, 

And made his ]>urpose easy to pursms 
He had a niece, whose beauty Avas adminsl 
Of the whole Orient, paralleled by lew, 

And to the echo vaunted ; one w ho know 
‘ Eaoh fine disoretion, each beguiling art 
Of virgin and enchantress ; her he drew 
To his saloon, and tlius to her apart, 

In no(?taroiis words made known tlu* wislios of his heart. 

XXIV. 

“ Diiar niece ! that underneath these locks of gold, 
And that fair face, so young yet. so divine, 

Dost hide a heart, wise, masculido, and bold, 

And iiiagie .skill tmnscendent over niiric, — 

I nurse a mighty project : the design 

But needs thy gentle guidance to commend 

My liopes to .sure sifv^cess ; the thread 1 twine. 

Weave thou the web, the lively colours blend ; 

What cautious Age begins let'daimtloss Beauty end. 

XXV. 

“ Go to the ho.stile cam]) ; weep, tremble, sigh. 

Each female charm that lures to love employ ; 

Let the lips aid the witchcraft of the eye, 

Smiles flash through tears, and grief despond in joy ; 
Now shrink from notice, now with prayers annoy ; 

In weeping bdhuty o’er the wise prevail ; 

Go ! storm the’ obdurate bosom, win the coy, 

In seeming truth clothe fiction’s specious tale, 

And with deep maiden shame thy bold advances veil 
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* XXYIi 

“ First, if thou canst, take Godfrey in the thr.ill 
Of thy sweet looks and aniicydc address, ^ 

Till his soul siek(3ns at the trumpet’s call, 

And the world’s war dissolves in a caress ; 

Ilut if this feat surpass thy skill, possess 
His brjivest nobles, and in friendship’s guise 
Transport them to some bouiidle.ss wilderness, ^ 

^ Ne'er to return:” ho opens hisj device, 

And adds — “All means our faith — oUr country sanctifies!** 

XXVII. 

Armida, in her youth and beauty’s pride, 

Assumed the* adventure, and at close of day, 

Eve’s vesper star lior solitary guide. 

Alone, untended, took her secret way. 

In clustering locks and feminine array. 

Armed with but lovolinoss and frolic youth, 

She trusts to conquer mighty kings, and slay 
Embattled hosts ; meanwhile false rumours soothe 
The light censorious crowd, sagacious of the truth. 

XXVIII. 

Few days elapsed, ere to her wishful vi(>w 
The white pavilions of tljc Latins rise ; 

The camp she reached, — ner wondrous beauty drew 
The gaze and admiration of all eyes ; ' 

Not less thali if some strange star in the skies, 

Or blazing comet's more rosj)leiulent tire 
Appeared ; a murmur far before her tlies, 

And crowds press round, to listen or inquire 
Who the fair pilgrim is, and soothe their eyes’ desire. 

XXIX. 

Never did Greece or Italy behold 
A form to fancy and to taste so dear ! 

At times, the white veil dims her locks of gold. 

At times, in bright relief they reappear : 

So, when the stormy skies begin to clear, 

Now through transparent clouds the sunshine gleams ; 
Now, issuing from its shrine, the gorgeous Sphere 
Lights up the leaves, flowers, mountains, vales and streamsi 
With a diviner day — the spirit of bright beams. 
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XXX. 

Ho ccaijjlots fom the flowing winds amid 
Apart, ive curia of her resplendent hair ; 

V Duk^ e is fixed in self-reserve, and hid 
A snll Love’s treasures with a miser’s care ; 

^Sti' Rival Roses upon cheeks more fair 
■'Gian morning light, their mingling tints dispose ; 
f^it on her lips, from which the amorous air 
qi JJr paradise exhales, the. crimson rose 
\ ^ sole and simple bloom m modest beauty throws. 

XXXI. 

Crude as the grape unmellowed yet to wine. 

Her bosom swells to sight; its virgin breasts, 
Smooth, soft, and sweet, like alabaster shine, 

J^ii't baiT, ])art hid by lu*r invidious vests; 

'riieir jealous fringe tlio greedy eye arrests, 
l>ut leave.%its fond imagination free, 

To sport, like doves, in those delicious nests, 

And their most shadowed seeresies to see ; 
l*et)jdmg with blissful dreams the lively phantasy. 

XXXII. 


As through pure water or translucent glass 
The sunbeam darts, yet loaves the crystal sound, 

So tlirougli licr folde<l robes u.irulfiing pass 
'^I’he thoughts, to .wander on forbidden ground : 

There; (hiiiiig Fancy takes her fairy round, - 
vSueh wondrous beauties singly to admire ; 

Which, in a pleasing fit of transport bound, 

She after painis aiul whispers to Desire, 

And with liei‘ charming tale foments the’ excited fire. 

XXXIII. 

Praised and admired Armida jiassed amid 
Tlie wishful multitudes, nor .seemed to spy, 

Tliough well she saw the interest raised, but hid 
In her deoii heart the smile that to her eye 
Darted in prescience of the conquests nigh : 

Whilst in the mute suspense of ti^ubled pride 
She souglit with look solicitous, yet shy, 

For her uncertain feet an ushering guide 
To the famed Captain’s tent, young Eustace pressed her 
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XJfXlV. 

As the winged insect to the lamp, so he 
Flew to the splendour of her tingol face, 

Too much indulgent of liis wish to see 
Those eyes whioli sliame siiul modesty abase ; 

And, drawn within the fascinating blaze, 

(Tathering, like kindled flax, p(»rnicious fire 
From its re.spIond(?nce, stii[»ld for a space 
Ho stood — till the bold blood of/blithe desire • 
Did to his talteriiig tongue these few wild words inspire. 

\xxv. 

() Lady ! if thy rank th(^ name allow. 

If shapes etdestial answer to fhe call — 

For nevt»r thus did partial Heaven endow 
A\"ith its own light a daughter of the Fall, — 

Say on what erraiid, fr<na what happy hall, 

Seek st thou our eani|) ? and if indeed wo gro'it 

In thee one of the tribes angelieal, 

c^iusc us to know — that we, as wore most meet, 

May bend to thee unblained, and kiss thy saintly feet.” 

\x\vi. 

“ Nay,” she ro])lied, “ thy praises shame a vortli 
'1 \m) [)Oor to warrant sueh a bold belief ; 

Thou seo'st before thee one of mortal birrb, 

Dead to all joy, and but alive to grief; 

My harsh mirdbrtnnes urge me to your Chief,-— 

A foreign virgin in a timeless flight ; 

Tt) liiin I sjMH'd for safety and relief, 

Trusting that he will reassert my right: 

So far resounds his fame, for mercy and for mighL 

xxxvii. 

“ But, if indulgent courtesy be thine, 

To pious Godfrey give me strait access!” 

“ Yes, lovely pilgrim,” lie replied, “ be mine 
Tlie task to guide thee in thy young distress : 

Nor is my interest with our Ohioftaln less 
Than what a brother iiTay presume to vaunt ; 

'J'liy suit shall not be wanting in success ; 

Whate’er liis sceptre or my sword can grant. 

Shall in thy power bo placed, to punish or supplant.* 
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\ XXXVIII. 

He ceajed, and brought her where, from the rude crowd 
. Apart, witli captains and heroic peers, 

V Duke Godirey sate ; she reverently bowed, 

A sweet shame mantling o’er her check, and tears 
■; Stifling her speech : he reassured her fears, 

\*phid back the blush so beautifully bright, 
fj^ill, swcH'ter than the music of the spheres, 
eaj)tivc senses ch-idning in delight, 
siren voice brokcj forth, and all were mute as Night. . 
XXXIX. 

XgUncoiKpiered Prince ! ” she said, whose name si'preino 
^ lies through the world on such a radiant jdunn*, 
hat kings and nations compiered Jiy thee, deem 
j^fheir deed of vassalage a glorious doom, — 

^/Woll known tliy ^al<mr shines, thy vii1:iu's bloom; 

, ' And whllssfc thy foes revere them and admire, 

'I’liey, on th(‘ir part, invite us to assume 
^ Tin? eouriden('<3 we Jiei‘d, and (o desirt» 

Aid at thy hands, and aid recpicsted to acquire. 

XL. 

'rims I, tlioiigh nurtured in the faith yott bate, 

And strivij to eaiieel from the world’s wide page, 

Ilo|)(i to n'gain by thee my lost estate, 

My sei‘ptr(‘, and ancestral heritage: 

Others, oppressed by foreign force, engage^* 

Tile .'^iiecours of (heir kindred; 1, alas! 

Defrauded of their pity at an age 

Whieli elaiins it most, agaimst my kindred, pass, 

And Iiostilo^irms invoke -the ghost of what 1 was ! 

XLI. 

“ 'fo tiiee 1 call, on thee depend, for thou 
Alone eanst eomiuer back mine ancient crown ; 

Nor shouldst thou be loss ]>rompt to raise the low 
'fhaii on the proud to call destruction down ; 

Lovelier is Morey's smile than Valour’s frown, 

A su])pliant eherisshed than a foe^Jiidone ; 

And ’twere loss glorious to thy just renown, 

Whatever ha//irds in th': task wore run. 

To lay whole realms in dust than thus relumine one. 
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XLII. 

“ But if our varj’ing faitlis — my Gentile cre^xi— . 

Move thee to disregard my humble luaycr, 

Let my sure faith in thine indulgence i)Jead 
My cause, nor prove an illusory snare ; 

Lo ! before universal Jove I swear — 

God over all, from whom all empire flows, — 

A justor quarrel never claime/l thy care; 

But listen ! frauds, cons[)iraeies, and foes, 

Of 1 1 lose iny story treaVs, a tale ofiuaiiy woes! 

XLTJI. 

“ The daughter I of Arbilan, who reigned 
In fair Damascus — less by birth made great 
Than jnerit; Queen Oariclea ho obtained 
111 marriage, and with her possessed the state : 

Her doatl), alas ! did almost antedate 
My wortliless life! T issued from the womb 
As slio expired ; tlie self-same liour of fate, 

(Oil birth too dearly bought ! oh ill-starred doom J) 

Me to the eradlo ga\e, my mother to the tomb. 

\IAV. 

“Five summer-suns iuid seareely spent their tiro, 

Since Dcath*s j)ale Angel calh‘d lier to t!ie jrkies, 

Than, yielding to the lot of all, niy sire 
Kejoiiietl her sairite<l shade in PaiTalise, 

He left liis brother, by his last di'vise, 

Solo regent of the kingdom and of me; 

Thinking that if the natural pieties 
In mortal breast bad mansion, tiioy must be 
Locked ill his kitidred heart >vitl‘i virtue's strictest key* 

XLV. 

“ Tims then he plfiyed the tutor to my yoi>th. 

And with such show of kindness, that (‘aeli wdnd 
Voiced far and near his uncorrupted truth, 

Paternal love, ami bounty unconfined : 

Whether the guilty movements of his mind 
Beneath a flattering face he thought to hule. 

Or that lie then sincerely was inclined 
To make mo happy, as the destined bride 
Of his ungraoious son — 'twere idle to decide 
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“ I grow in years, and with mo grew his son ; 

But to no bravo aocoiuplishments, no store 
, Of sciences or arts could he be won, 

hated knightly deeds and princely loro: 
,j^liencatli a hideous countenance he bore 
' A. baser soul, whilst pride and avarice 
juis heart porvadi'd to its inmost core; 

Liv^ge ill manners, slave to drink and dice, 

IToy birt himself could be 4;is paragon >ii vice. 

‘ XLVII. 

'’'••And now it was that my kind guardian strove 
To w<'d me with this ill-assorted thing, 

A goodly gallant for a lady's love, 

To charm as bridegroom, and to reign as king ! 
llhetorie lie used — he used address to bring 
The ardent hojies witli which his fancy swelled 
‘ To their vowo<l end, but newer could he wring 
From me the fatal iiromise, — I rebelled, 

And all liis golden lures disdainfully repelled. 

XLVIII, 

‘•'At last he left me with a gloomy face, 

His elvish heart transpicuous in his look ; 

Too well my future story could 1 trace 
In the dire h'jives of that ])rophetic book ! 
Thenctdbrth earli ilight alarming visions shook 
My slumbers,- -in rny ears strange outcries shrilled. 
And phantoms IVowtied on me ; my spirit took 
The ghastly imin ess of their forms, and thrilled 
With drem I forebodings, sinee-*-how fatally fulfilled ! 

XLIX. 

And oft my mother's ]>iteous ghost appeared ; 

Ah ! how unlike her smiling face portrayed 
In picture, loving, lovely, and endeared, 

Now all illusion, and a pallid shade! 

‘ Fly ! oh iny child, fiy ! fly ! ' the figure said, 

‘ Instant death threatens thee, and ,^wift as Light 
Will the stroke fall ; — ^the traitor’s toils are laid 
The poison in its gay glass sparkles bright 
This said, it glided by, and melted into night. 
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L. 

Hut vvliat, alas! availed it that my heart 
lleceived this presage of the perils near, 

When, unresolved to act the counselled part, 

My sex and tender age gave way to feftr ! 

To rvjve through deserts, woods, and mountains diear 
In willing exile, — undefeiieed to go 
From my paternal realm seemed more severe 
Tiian to yield np tiie struggle to my foe, 

And LueTe to oh we mhie eyes whWe iirsfc they woke in ' 

nr. 

I dreadi‘d death ; yet, (uill it be believed?) 

With de:uli at hand, J thirst nt)t lleti away ; 

I lean'll e’en lest niy fear sliouhl be perceived, 

And thus aeiM'leratt' the fatal day: 

'rims restles'^, thi4s disturbed, withoui one ray 
Of iMMiiforL, 1 dragged on my vvreti'lu'd lil'e, 

In a prrp(‘iu;d h;ver of liiMiiay : 

Like the dtiomed vieiim, who, in thought’s last M'nte, 
Feols, ere the* assassin slabs, aiUii'i[MLed kiiile. 

LIT. 

‘‘ Hut, whether my gooil Oenius ruled, uv Fate 
Preserved me yet fur da>s deeper gleom, 

One of the noblest ministers of state^ 

^^'llose youth my sire had fostered, sought luy J’ooin; 
III hriet’ disnjosiug that the hoiu* of doom, 
pL'tod by the fiend, was now upon the wing ; 

That he himst'lf had promised to assunuj 
Tlio imirdenms uftice, and llie |)oisoii wring, 

That night, in the sherbet my page was wont to bring. 

LllI, 

“ Flight, hi3 assured me, was my sole resource 
In this my erisis of despair, and pravetl 
That since bereft of every otlier foi ei', 

I would aceej»t his own effective aid : 

His counsels, full of comfort, soon persuade 
My undetermined spi^t ; to the wind 
I gave my fears, and only now delayed 
Till eve's grey veil the tell-tale light should blimi, 
To leave all tliui 1 loved and hated, far behind. 
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“ Night fell ; an ebon darkin^ss, more obscure 
Than usual, its kind shadows round us spread, 

* * When with two favourite maids I passed secure 
1;lTho guarded palaifee, joined my guide, and fled ; 
v^iiit tliroiigh the trembling tears I ceaseless shed, 

'long looked 1 back on the receding towers, 

Sisatiate with the sight; all objects fed 
.^^}yisorrow ; (‘aoh one .sjjoke of happier hours, 

■To iplfills, the lamp-lit mosifaos, and hallowed cypress-bowers 
\ -kt LV. 

“ 'rn tlicm my looks, my thoughts, my sighs were given, 

As on 1 ‘spiMMled, malcontent tlmugh rrc‘e ; 

I r.in-d likcioi nna>\ehori'd pinnacf* drivtm 
hVom its IommI port by whirlwimls far to s(*a : 

All |1m‘ lon ‘4 niglit ami lollowing day w * 1h‘C, 
liv no human loot had ever pi^'^sed ; 

'i'ill on (he coniines id' my n^alni ue '‘Ce 
iis biii'oiiiid seat,- -lliore, tired, v.'o rest, 
dust as t\[{) Sim's slow oi*l) forsook the fulgent west. 

hVI. 

** It was ihc castle of I he generous knight, 

Anuil('y, ulio had made my lile his cari* ; 

Hut when the baflle'd traitor by our llight 
I’erccivc'd I had <!scaped (he mortal snare, 

His rage tlamed forth against us botli ; and e’"© 

1 ct>uhl arraign him, intricate in ill, 

(ialhering a fresh |)resnm])Lion from desj)air, 

He <‘liMrged on us Ids own all-evil will, — 

Th(* stdlsame crime which he was studious to fulfJ. 

LVII. 

“ He sai<l I had the false Anmti's bribed 
To mi’i destroying poisons in his bowl, 
lmj)atient of the maxims lie prescribed 
To curl) my lust, that free from all control 
I might jiursue the bias of my soul, 

And witli voluptuous blaudishmcnt-* commend 
My beauty to a thousand youths : — Skies ! roll 
A"our thunder.'., let avenging fires descend, 

Kio i thy sacred laws blest Chastity, olf'end ! 

0 2 
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LVUI. 

•* That avai’ico iinJ aiiil)itioh, pride and pique 
(Jr^o him to shed inj guiltless blood, must claim 
Oriel' and ularrn ; but that the wreteli should seek 
To lix dishonour on my spotless iiiiine, • 
floes to my heart : he, fearing now tlie flame 
Of popular rag«‘, with smooth-tong ucid eloquoiiee, 
Forges a thousand falsehoods to my shame ; 

So that the city fluctuates iii suspense 
Betwixt the guilt of Iwth, nor arjiw in my defence. ' 

LlX. 

“ Y(M, though he sits on mine authentic throne, 
Though iny tiara sparkles on his brt)\\, 

Dominion s])urs liim but more keenly on 
'J'o work me farther injury, shame, and woe: 

Witli fire and sword lui threat oiis to o'ertluow 
Aroiites in his fortress, if in chains 
Ho yield not, au l ( n me denoimees now 
Not merely war, but stripes and fearful pains, 
Whilst flows one clro[i of blood in iny reb«*llious veins. 

LX. 

‘‘ 'riiis — under colour of a li\ely zeal 
'I'o ])urgo away the stains of my tlisgraee, 

And to its ancient purity anneal 

The golden seo])tre which my crimes debase ! 

But the true motive is a wish v> plaee* 
llis claims beyond dispute; whiirt 1 reinain 
Heir to the crown, he fears no plea can grace 
His kingly usurpation. is fain 
To build upon my deatli the basis of bis reign. 

LXl. 

“And e’en such end awaits his fell desire; 

He must enjoy what he is tixt to gain, 

And in my heart's Idood quench tlie boundless ire 
Wliieh all my tears were powerU*ss to restrain, 

If thou, alas, my snpidiant prayer disdain ! 

To thee — a wTetehecl ^irl, weak, innocent, 
Orphaned — I fly ; must my sa^l t(‘ars in vain 
Fall on thy holy robes ? relent ! relent ! 

Oh, by the knees 1 grasp, forbid his fierce intent ! 
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■ By these thy feet, thnt on the proud and strong 
. \ Triumphanily have trod ; by thy right hand ; 

\ tBy thy past victo.ios, a choral throng ! 

\\nd by the teniplos of tliis sacred land, 

\ ■ '^'oed i)y the sword, or to he freed, — withstand, 

; j|iou only canst, liis inercilc^ss decree ; 

' crown, my life preserve, sccMire, coinniand, 

iTo I'prciful Sire ! but vain mercy's ph^a, 

,.:!it religious right and justice move iu)C thee. 

LXITT. 

‘‘ 'Belove<l of Heaven ! thou destined to desire 
That wliieh is just, ^^nd thy desires achieve, 

Save me ! my kingdom thou wilt thus fK'quire, 
Wliieli I in fief shall thankfully recijive ; 

Let ten of these heroic cliampions leave 
Tlie eanip beneath iny condiiet ; their renown, 
Spread tlirough the city, will my cause* retrieve, 
Will win my faithful people to strike down 
With case the man of crime, ami repossess my cro wn. 

LXIV. 

“ Yea, more: a Noble to whose keeping falls 
A secret gate, has ]>romi.scd me aec('ss. 

At dead of night, to my paternal halls ; 

But sonu* small aid lie counselleil me to press: 

Tlie least, tiie least thou grantest to redress* 

Tlie grievances I suifer, will inflame 
His ho|)e.s w ith surer prospe(*ts of siieeoss, 

Than if from other kings whole squadrons came, 

So high he ranks thy flag, so high thy simple name !^* 

LXV, 

She ceased ; b\it still her mute imploring eye 
Spoke elocpience hoyoml the roach of prayer ; 
Doubtful a, like to grant as to deny, 

A thousand various thoughts, absorbed in eare, 
Godfrey revolved ; he feared some Gentile snare 
Ccucherl in her tears, some ambuscade of art; 

He knew' w'ho kept not faith with Ood, would dare 
Break league with man; still pity pleads her pan- 
Pity — which never sleeps wdthin a noble heart. 
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LXVl. 

His nati\o ruth ins]urcs the wish lhat she 
Deserved the grace ; and policy on ruth 
Suceeotling, whispers it were wise to free, 

And fix in rich Damascus one wliose truth, 

Enforced by the dependency of youth, 
j\Iav much avail him, with Ikt feudal anus. 

The course of his sublime designs to smooth,— 

To minister supplies against th^’ alarms 
Of Egypt’s mustered tribes and trib\itary swarms. 

LXVTl. 

Whilst thus from wavering thought to thought he 
Uevolves, and re-revolves, the eager maid 
Fixed on his downcast face her pleading eyes, 

And its least W4>rkings breatlilessly surveyed ; 

And when his answer longer was delayed 

Than slic had hoped, she trembled, drooped, and sighed 

Her quivering lips the heart’s alarm betrayed ; 

Pale grew her face : at length the Prince replied, 

And in these courteous words mihlly her suit denied. 

LXVIII. 

If God’s own quarrel had not claimed these swords, 
Now oath-bound to lus cause, thy hopes might rest 
Thereon in perfect trust, — not pitting words, 

But valid actions had thv wrongs redressed; 

But whilst his heritage is tle.s oppressed 
Beucath the harsh rod of a tyrant king, 

How can wo grant, fair Lady, thy n 'quest ? 

Divided hosts docliniiig fortunes bring, 

And check the flowing tide of viijtory in its spring. 

LXIX. 

“ But tills I promise, — firmly may’st thou trust 
The word I pledge, and live secure from fear, — 

If e’er wo conquer from a yoke unjust 
These towers, to Heaven and piety so dear, 

To pity’s voice 1 will incline mine ear, 

Thee on thy lost throne to exalt ; but now, 

No pitying synq^iatlnos must interfere 
To cancel what to the Most High we ow’e, 

4nd for a mortal’s sake dissolve our solemn vow “ 
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LXX. 

At this the mournful Princess drooped her head, 

And stirloss stood, as Niobc of yore ; 

Then raised her (jyes, impcarled, to lioavon, and said, 
Whilst all tfe woman at their founts ran o\t — 

Lost ! lo?”: ! () skies ! 0 stars 1 what evils more 
V^o ye pr .scribe ? did over one fulfil 
/J. doom so harsli, so nienrile«« before ! 

-»c! all natures ehanpe; the world grows chill 
iny V iry not, iinmiitabh' in ill ! 

‘ LVXI. 

>'ow farewell hope! now welcome misery ! 

All imiyer in human breasts has lost its force ; 

Am I to hope* the lears lliat touched not tliee 
Will move the barbarous tyrant with remorse ? — 
Vet, tljough d(Mn<‘d lliis ])itiful rr\sourci\ 

With no reproach lliy rigoiir shall be |)aid ; 

It is my (Jeniiis I ac(‘use — the source 
Of all niy ills, — my (ienius, who has made 
Ciodfroy’s a ruthless heart, — ^*t is him tliat 1 upbraid. 

LXXIT. 

“Xot to thee, gracious (’hieftain ! not to tlioc 
Lay I this crime, but to imperious Fal<‘ ; 

Oh, that her active tyranny would frejj 
My weary sjurit fBom a world 1 hate ! 

Was \ not eiiougli, stern Power, to ^ledicatc 
]\Iother and sire (fen in their morn of life 
To the dark grav(», that from my liigh ('state 
Thou hast imw tussed me on this sini of strife, 

And uiv(‘n thy victim bound and blinded to the kniso I 

LXXIII. 

“ Now holy sanctitude and maiden shame 
Urge m (3 to go, but whither shall I fly ? 

There is no refuge for a Idighted name ; 

Earth holds no sf)ot beneath the boundhjss sky 

So secret, but the tyrant's active livc 

Will find it, and transpierce me ; but^I go ; 

The Angel* of Death approacliing I descry ; 

Nought now is left but to forestal his blow ; 

None but Arraida's arm shall lay Amiida low 1" 
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LXXIV. 

She ceased : a generous and majestic scorn 
Fired all her features to a rosc-liko red, 

And then she made its she would have withdrawn, 

With grief and anger in her farewell tread : 

Her eyes, *tw'ixt sorrow aiii resiuitiiiont, shed 
I'ears thick as sinniiier*s lu at-drojis — tours, that shine, 
With the sun s golden rayi ariiwart them spread, 

Like falling pearls, like crystals argentine, • * 

Or sparkling opal-drops fi*<)i i some far Indian mine. ^ 

LX XV. 

Her frtish cheeks, sprinkled with those living showers, 
Which to her vesture’s hem, down gliding, cling, 

Appear like snowy and vermilion ilowers 
Humid with May-dews, when romantic Sjiring, 

In shadow of the green leaves whisperimr. 

Spreads their dosed bosoms to the amorous air; 

Flowers, to which sweet Aurora oft takes w ing, 

Which with gay hand she oulls with such fond (‘are 
In morn’s melodious prime, to bind her vagrant hair. 

lAXVl. 

Hut the clear drops that, thick as stars of night, 

Un those fair cliecks and uii that liuiuing breast 
So shine, have all the* etleet. of lire, and light 
A secret flame in each Ixdiolder’s breast : 

(.) Love ! the aiiarvellous rod b^ thet? possessed, 

For ever powerful over Naliire, draws 
Ijightniiig from tears, and gives to giief a zest 
Heyoiid the bliss of smiles; but nature’s laws 
Iti magic far transcends, in this thy diirling’s cause. 

LXXVll. 

Her feigned laments from rougliest warriors call 
Sincerest tears ; — ^their hearts to her incline ; 

Each is afflicted iit licr grief, and all 
At Godfrey’s speech thus whisperingly repine : 

*•' Surely he made the vext sea -roaring briiui 
His nursing cradle, and wild wolves that rave 
On the chill crag? of some rude Apenninc, 

Gave his youth suck : oh, cruel as the grave, 

Who could view charms like hers, and not consent to save !" 
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\ But Eustace, in whose young and generous blond 
\ Pity and love flowed strongest, whilst the re.st 
' But murmured and were silent, forwanl stood, 
And dauntlossly his brother thus addressed ; 

My Lord ! lar too inflexibly thy breast 
^*Keeps to the firmness of its first design, 
y f to tlie common voice which would obtest 
' ohiTiKmey, tliou dost not now incline ; 

'" 'V^^^reiit of mercy’s claims and quality divine. 


m 


LXXIX. 


“ Think not I urge the princedoms and the powera 
Who rank depeiidoni tribes beneath their care, 

To turn their arms from fliese assieged towers, 

And the first duties of the camp 1‘orsw’ear ; 

But, 'warriors of adventure, w(‘, who bear 
Nor feudal flag nor delogatc‘d trust, 

Who act without restriction, AvelJ m.ay spare 
At thy wise choice, and in a <'ausi* most just, 

Ten guardian knights to one so helpless, so august. 

LXXX. 

Know, he assists the cause of Ood, who toils 
The rights of outraged virgins to maintain j 
And precious in his sight must be the s]>oils 
Which freemen hang in Freedom’s holy fane, 

The glorious trophies of a tyrant slain: 

Though then no interest counselled to the deed, 

Duty would urge, and Knighthood would constrain 
Mo to assist the damsel in her need, 

And without scruple go, >vhcro’er her voice may lead. 

LXXXI. 

“ Oh, by yon bright sun, tell it not in France! 

Publish it not \vliere (jourtesy is dear ! 

That of our nobles none would break a lance 
In Beauty’s quarrel, lot not Europe hear ! 

Henceforth, my lord, sword, corslet, helm, and spear, 

I toss aside, and bid farewell to fame ; 

No generous steed shall bear me in career 
With swordless chiefs, where Chivalry weds Shame,— 
1 will no longer bear the knight’s degraded name!” 
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LXXXII. 

Thus spoke the youtli, aixl iill his Oviler there 
Appliiiisive murmureil in loud unison ; 

Praised liis £?ood counsel, and witli nrcfont prayer 
Closed round their Captain on Ins ducal throne. 

I yield,” at lerit^th lie said, “ hut yield alone 
To the desire of nuinhcrs, since the ]>l('a 
1*5 one iny private jin i."nient wouKl disown; 

Grant we her hoon,.if such yoiif,])lcasuro ho ; 

But know the’ advice is yours, it not j)roi*ceds from me: 
LXXXIII. 

“And, far as Godfrey’s counsed can persuade, 

Temper your ayiiiuathies, he closely Aviso:” 

Ffe sahl no more, it was cnoui^li, — they paid 
The kind conce.sshpi AA’ith delighted cries. 

What cannot Beauty, Avhen lier ph^ading eyes 
From their doi^p fountains shoAver down tears ^>f pain, 

Aiid to her afuorons tongue SAvoet spcci'hes rise? 

From her divine li[is glides a goldiMi chain, 

’riiat Aviiis to her dear Avill Avho most those tears disdain.^ 

nxxxiv. 

Eustace recalled her, took her j)assive hand, 

And said, “ Noav cease, dear liudy, to l■‘ipille ; 

The utmost succours that thy fears demand, 

(Weep not) shall all, ami speedily he tli'ine:” 

Then the dark aspect of her face grew line, — 

With her white veil she AvipLMl the tears aAvay, 

And gaA'o a smile so hvilliant and benign, 

You would have thought the’ 4Jiiainonred (h)d of Day 
In sunshine kissed the lips avIiosc lustre shamed his ray. 

LXXXV. 

And in her SAVcot voice and j)athetic tone, 

She gave them thanks for their exceeding grace ; 

Saying it should to the wide Avorld be knoAvn, 

And ever and lor ever have a place 
Within her grateful liei^rt : her working face, 

And gestures Avith impassioned meanings fraught, 

Told Avhat the tongue was powerless to express ; 

Thus masking in false smiles the end she sought, 

Her varied web of guile she unsuspected Avrought. 

7 The nnoienta feij^ned that iniAiiv cliiiins of g-old proceeded from the tongue 
of lIoreiiloH, wlierowitli the enrs of bai baric nnt Lons were hound. The fable 
wai probably deei^rnoil to show the hi^maniaing spirit of elufiuenoo. 
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LXXXVI. 

Who liut Armida now oxuUs to see 

Kow fortune and kind fate the fraud bcfrit'iid ? 

Who o'er each dark suggestion broods, but she, 

To bring the jdot to a successful end ? 

With beauty and sweet flatteries to transcend 
Wliate’er Medea’s witchcraft e’er designed, 

' Or (Jircc’s incantations wrought, — to blend 
'TMisehief with mirth, and the most 'VY*'itchful mind 
\ in Elysian sleej) with siren songs to bind? 

LXXXVTI. 

All arts the’ endian tress practised to beguile 
Some now admirer in her well-spread snare ; 

■ N<jr used with all, nor always the same wile, 

Ibit sha])ed to every taste her grace imd air ; 

Here doistored is her eye’s dark pupil, there 
In full voljptuous languishnient is rolled; 

Xow these her kindness, those her anger bear, 

.S|iurred on or chocked by bearing frank or cold, 

As she perceived her slave was scrupulous or bold. 

Lxxxvin. 

If she marked some too bashful to advance, 

Sick if unnoticed, dittldent if seen, 

Forth Hew her radiant smile, her thrilling glance, 

Sunny lus siimmei' and as eve serene: 

Thus reassured, their dying hopes grow keen ; 

The faint belief, the languishing desire 
Reviving brighten in their eager mien ; 

Those looks a thousand an^orous thoughts inspire, 

And Fear’s pale frost-work melts in Fancy’s lively the. 

LXXXIX. 

If some make bold to press her virgin palm, 

Too rashly building on her former cheer, 

She grows a miser of her eye's mild eliarm, 

Spares her fond smile, and frowns them into fear ; 

But through the wTath that fires her front austere, 

And nifllcs ]K3r sweet check, the^ may discern 
Rays of forgiving pity reappear ; 

Til us do they droop, but not des])air, and yearn 
Towards her in deepest love when siie appears most stc'TU. 
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XC. 

Sometimes in lonely places she tiissembled 
Deep grief — the voice, the action, and the tread ; 

And oft when in her eye the loose tear trembled, 

Crushed, or reclaimed it to the foimtain-head. 

Soon as those tragic gestures were ai-eil, 

A thousand striplings, vanquished by her art, 

Would come and weep around her : Envy fed 
Their frenzy ; and Love, tempering his keen dare • 

In Pity’s scalding tears, shot torture through tlic hoarr, | 

xci. 

Ation she starts from her abstraetiou, wakes 
With ho])e*s fresh whis])crs to her spirit ; seeks 
Her many lovers, talks to them, and shakes 
Tim briglit locks on her brow for joy, that isj)eaks 
Life to her lips, ana to her glowing ch(‘oks 
New smiles ; her eyes then sparkle as in scorn 
()f their late griefs, — as wlum Apollo streaks 
With fire th(3 opening eyelids of* the morn, 

And every darkening cloud to distance has withdrawn, 

XC'II. 

But whilst she sweetly speaks and sweetly sTuile.s, 

And with this twofoUl sweetness lulls the sense, 

She from its blissful cage w'ell-nigh oxlios 
Tlic soul, unused to rapture so intense ; 

Ah cruel Love ! wdiethcr thy hand dispense, 

Wreathed with the cypress or the lotos-leaf, 

Thy gall or noctar-euj), its quintessence 
Maddens with ecstasy, or hlights with grief ; 

Fatal thy sickness is, and fatal thy relief. 

XCIII. 

Through all these shifting tempers whilst each knight 
Fluctuates disturbed, uncertain of her choice, 

Through fire and frost, smiles, tears, fear, hope, delig'ut, 
The beauteous witch his agony enjoys : 

If any e’er presumes with trembling voice 
To tell his secret pain, her guilefulness 
The glorious vision of his soul destroys ; 

She nor perceives his meaning, nor can guess, — 

The very fool of Love and frank unconsciousness- 
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Or, casting down to ground her bashful eyes, 

The blush of honour o'er her face she throws, 

So that the alabaster white, which lies 
In sweet confusion underneath the rose 
That her celestial cheek irradiates, glows 
Like the rich crimson on Aurora’s fiicc,’ 

I When from the Orient first her torui she sllOWS J 

* *-'Aiid the red flusli of anger keeping pace 

)Tc) U.h shame, combines to siiod round sliamo a sweeter grace. 

■ ... 

Ilut if she one perceives resolved to’ avow 
Ills warm desire, she stops her charmed cars ; 

Now slums his converse, grants an audience now, 

Then Hies, returns, smiles, frowns, and ilisappears : 

Thus in a war of wishes, sighs, c^iul tears, 

In vain pursuit he wastes his life away ; 

And with deluding hopes, afilicting fears, 
b'ares like tlie hunter who at dying day 
rills lost in pathless woods all traces of his prey. 

XCVI. 

These were the arts by which Aniiida took 
A thousand sjiirits captive to her sleight. 

Or rather, these the arms, with which she strook. 

And made them bondslaves in their own despite. 

What marvel elder Love subdued the might 
Of Theseus fierce, and Hercules the strong; 

When those who drew the sword in Josu's right, 

Soothed by a siren’s smile, — a siren’s song, 

Woic liis enfeebling chains, auu gloried in the wrong! 
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AKOCUKltT. 

OikNANUo Hcnrns Hiniildu Mhuu^u aspire * 

To tli9 comiii.iiul which lie hMisielt would (am 
Receive; aiid, ur^od l»y jn-lousy aim Ire, 

Insults tile youth, and i*: in duel slain . 

The slayer liiifreiH n«.t nil f^yve or cliitin 
Rinds his free liiiihs^ but into evile flet-s; 

Content, Armldu with aspl^did train 
Depaiib, whilst Codfrey fi'oiii the nuvied seas 
Hears news of sliurp concern, that ]ea\ea him ill ht ruse 


I. 

Whilst thus the' insidious beamy, day by day, 

, Lured to her love the Nobles, and beside 
The promised number, thought to charm away, 
At stealth, fresh vassals to her power and pride, 
Godfrey revolved to wliom he should confide 
Her dubious restoration, through the host 
Casting Ids thoughts ; nor could at first decide,— 
As all the’ Adventurers wished the pleasing post, 
And each had bravery, rank, or excellence to boast. 
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II. 

But ho at last adopts tho wise resolve, 

To urge tliom first a LoaiU r to elect 
In Dud oil's room, and after to devolve 
On him the charge to single or reject 
Those who aspire tho J)anisel to protect ; 

\ 'rhus, none, aggrieved, his partial choice (^ould blame , 

, Whilst he himself would show supreme respect — 

A tribute their achiovomentij justly claim — 

'.To that: illustrious band, the glorified )f fame. 

III. 

To liiiii he called them then, aii<l thus addressed : 

“ Knights ! you have heard our sentiments, which worn 
Not lo refiisi.* the Syrian maid's re<picst. 

Hut our intcMided succours to defer 
'fo a m:ilun‘r season ; I recur 
To the same ehiirge, — your judgment yet is free 
'j’o follow i'iiy [inniusal ; in the stir 
Of this unstable world, lio>v oft we see 
riiiir 'Lis true wisdom’s part to change her own decree 

TV. 

Hut yet, ir still you <leein it base to shun 
The liok, if aiili vour generous hearts disdain 
My wary counsels as the fears of one 
Too Coldly scrupulous, — your own retain ; 

Oo I ne'er shall it be said that I constrain 
Jleliu taiit minds, revoke a gift once given. 

Or bind your wishes with a forceful chain ; 

No ! gentle be my rule, and gracious, even 
As the mild starlight dews and inlhicuccs of heaven. 

V. 

Proceed or stay then at your own free will ; 

To your discretion I tho choice confide ; 

Hut first by sulfrage fix on one to fill 

rilain Dudou’s post, your armed arnay to guide; 

He on your high pretensions shall decide, 

Hut choosi* not more than ten : to me ytim gavo 
Pcjwei-sS paramount, to royalty allied ; 

This my j»rerogativc I cannot waive ; 

No I ibr a powerless Chief is but a glorious slaves" 
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Tlius Godfrey spake ; and to his word of grace 
By joint consent young Eustace made reply : 

“As that doliherate.judgment is thy praise 
Which looks afar into futurity, 

So strength of heart and hand, a courage high, 
Promj^t the first risks of enterprise to face, 

Are asked of us, the Liglits of Oiivalry ; 

And that ripe tardiness, .vhidh in the case 
Of some would ])rude;it he, in us \vould prove most 

Vll 

“Then, since the hazard is so far oiitNMMgh(‘d 
By the advantage, h*t them straight in'oceod, 

The chosen ten, in wronged Annida's aid, 

And boldly tlaro the nieritorious deed/' 

Witli this adornodj [iivtenco lie strives to lead 
Opinion blinded to ins fervent tlanie, 

By show of knightly zeal ; the others read » 

Llis secret passion anil disseinhled aim, 

Favour tlic fond deceit, and counterfeit the same, 

viu. 

Ihit lunorous Eustaie, whensoe’er lie eyet! 
Uiuahhi's excellences, as menial grace 
More winniiiglv aiiriiets when boiautilieu 
Jiy a brave figure and a handsonie ficc*, 

Wishoil liiiu away; and shrewdness, keeping par?© 
With anxious joaloUM ’s inerea'.ing smart, 

Urged him at length his rival to disjilace, 

By deep address ; wlienec, drawing linn apart, 

He thus llis proem tuned with all tlie flatterer’s ai'i. 

i\. 

“ Oh, of gr(‘at father greater son I 0 thou, 

The young Achilles of this glorious land ! 

What Chevalier shall lead to conquest now 
'rjie gallant wan ioj's of oiir matiililess ham I ’( 

I, who to noble Dudon’s mild coniinand 
Could searcely stoop, who only- bent the knee 
In reverence of his silver locks, who stand 
So near our Chief in kindred and degree, 

To whom should I submit? to none, if not to thee. 
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X. 

“ Tliee ! wlio art equal to the best in birth, 

WHiosii spleiidid merits cast a shade on mine ; 

Nut o’(?n w’ouhl Godfrov scorn to own his worth 
In tli(‘ storii ])i'<jof of battle, less than thine ! 

Thee for our Chief I claim limn, if to shine 
The bold asserter of this lady's ri^rht 
lie not tliy wish ; and ne’er caiist tliou design 
To (‘hallcnge ])raisc a('liievcd l)y st^iret sJoiglit, 

Or round thy brows to biiul the laurels reaped by night. 

XI. 

“ Here niay’st. tlioii feats accoinplisli, that will hand 
Thy name,* ejiili.duied by some oel(‘stial Muse, 

To hmg ; tlie chief eoinmand 

Will I ])rn(nrc (away with vain excuse!) 
rmm tht‘ a^^elllill^■ Knights, who caijnot ehoose 
llu(. sanellon wLil my jiraise shall lecnniriieiid, 

If, when cl('eU <l, thou not r(‘fnse 
The favour (<» ihine undeeided friend, 

At will to war with tliec, or with Ariiiida W(‘nd.*' 

XII. 

lb* s[>alve not this \\ilhoiit a Mush tliat sped 
Irs deep eonfusion to ihe guiliy eyes; 

Hi;- elowlng sicret well liinaklo read, 

And .u\*li]\ at. th(j ill-drease*! disguise ; 

Jlut. he wa> shulioiis of a loftier ja-ize, 

And if a ehainu'-sliafL from Armida’s l)ow 
Grazed him, its ehalleiige h<‘ eouM half despise ; 

Me neither in •. rival feanMl a foe, 

Nor eared ibr love tin' eluise of glory to forego. 

XUl. 

Ilut deeply 'Culplurcjl iii hi.-, ihoughts sublime 
iNbiiuoiy of IJiibon’s bitter d<'ath he k<‘pt, 

Ami dci iiM'd if a disparagement and crime 
Thai \rt ..Vrgiinies livdl, and veng*‘anro slept; 

TJnm to hear Miistace urge iiim to aceept 
'The prnIVeved I'.onoiir, made his.lieart rejoiee ; 

And whilst into his ear the music crept 
Of praise, his s]>irit echoed the sweet voice, 

Wliiapering, his early worth deserved the flattering choiocw 
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XIV. 

Whence frankly he replied : The first decree 
I wish to merit rather than acquire, 

And if hy worth sublimed, the diajnity 
Of rule I need not envy, nor desire ; 

But since to this invited to aspire, 

Since worthy of the noble trust T soon, 

I’ll not decline the' acceptanejj you require ; 

And of this perfect ]n*oof of pure estoein, 

Dear to a warrior s prftlc, most ^n’iltefiilly 1 deem. 

XV. 

** Amidst the’ elected champions, thou, besiire, 

Shalt rank, if 1 obtain the vacant po.st 
Eustace, this heard, departed to «eeure, 

Apt to his wish, the hoinaije of the host : 

Ihit prince (fcrrijiTfctlo to himself proposed 
'riio prize; for thouj^h Armida had not failed 
'I’o’ eni;a.<jro his thoughts, an iiuiatu ]>ride opposed 
Her ptuver, and ladye-lo\e with him pro\ ailed 
IjCss than the lust of rule, wliieh most his heart assailed. 

XVI. 

He from the blood of royal Norway springs, 

To whom uniuimbered thanc'S in ho\aage crowd ; 

A long succession of ancestral kings, 

Of coronets and sceptres, made him proud ; 

To grander (^ods Itinaldo's sT»irit bowe'd, — 

Oriiis own actions haughtier than the bright 
Blue scut(^heon of his fathers, — self-endowed ; 

Yet full five liundrod years, as liePtalds write, 

Had these stood famed in peace,* and unsubdued in 

XVII. 

But the barbaric Peer, who all things weighed 
By gold, and rank, and amplitude of state. 

Whose fancy cast all excellence in sluide 
That crowns and stars did not illuTuinate, 

Could not endure tliat any should de])atc — 

Much less Binaldo — thi^ command with him ; 

To such excess did anger, scorn, and liate 
Transport him, Reason's guiding light grew dim. 

And Passion’s mustering storm distended every limb. 
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XVIII. 

So that of Heirs foul sprites the most malign, 

Who saw unwatched the opening avenue, 

Crept to liis heart with still coils serpentine, 

And at the hehft of thought reclining, blew 
To flame the sparks of liatrcd, till they grew 
Hot for revenge ; yet still he piqued, still stung 
His angry soul to agony anew ; 

Tlic wliilst, as warbled l^ a siren’s tongue, 

Clear through his haughtyheart this flattering prelude rung. 

XIX. 

“ What ! were his antique chiefs lords paramount 
Of earth, that thus with thee Uinaldo vic*s? 

Since he will mate with thee, let him recount 
TTis goN(‘rned inillions and subdued allies; 

Let him brijig forth his crowns, and efjiializo 
His scent red ghosts with thy live kings ; can one, 

Thr dwmcT of a fe.w poor soignories, 

Horn l)orieaUi Italy’s inglorious sun, 
iJarr^ to aspire so high ? — what frenzy goads liini on t 

XX. 

But, win or lose, he rea])od a victor’s baya 
When first he thought thy title to transcfuil ; 

'riie world will say, (to liiin the highest praise,) 

‘ liO, with Gernando this man dimii oonfeiid !’ 

The station tilled by Ihy departed frieiul » 

Glory aiul .splendour round thy path may shower. 

But not less honour thou to that wilt loml,— 

The prize lost half its value fi’oiu the hour 
When he desired it too, and s*onght to mate thy power. 

xxr. 

‘‘ Ami if the soul, when left this brea" .uig fraim*, 

'Fo our artair.s its conscious thoughts ap]>ly. 

Think with how brave a wrath the’ ambitious aim 
Fires good old Dudou in the radiant sky, 

When on this forward Page he casts his -eye, 

And sees his pride so far the duct subvert 
Of reverend age, as with himself to vie ; 

And, whilst but yet a child and unexpert. 

Stand for a public post of such sublime desert. 
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“ Yea, this ho hopes, this ho attempts, and bears 
Honour jiml praise, not olinstisemont a})roa(l ; 

And some tliore arc who second what ho dares, 

(0 common shame !) and wliat he dares, applaud : 

Ihit if Duke Godfrey soi‘iiig liim defraud 
Thco of tliy duos, should countcmaiicc the plan, 
llnduro it not ; hut oj»enly, unawod 
liy ]M)wor or threats^ confront the mighty man, 

Anil sliow hotli who thou art, and what thy valour can ! " 
XXIll. 

At the shrill music of those words, disdain 
Glowed like a torch when shaken in the wind ; 

It fired his heart, swelled in each pregnant viau, 
Flashed in his e^.*, and in his tongm* repineil ; 
Whatever farielid loible he could find 
In young lliiiahlo, ho (‘xposed to shame; 
lie paints liiin vain and arrogant of mind, 

And styles his valour rashness; each fond aim 
Of his ingenuous mind imlustrious to defame. 

XMV. 

All that ill him was glorious, graceful, pure, 

(fetitiroiis, or giVMt, or hoaut:iV»i, or wise, 

Whilst his insidious arts Ihe iruth ol’ocure, 

III? boldly censures a .>5 tin* bciglil of vice: 

This vital s(S)rii, tlie^e wide-wi:ig(‘d calumnies 
His rival gatliers in the public breuHi; 

Yet still with no h‘ss raiifour hedeeiies 
The noble ('liilde, nor less ho scorns to sheath 
Jn silence the keen tongue tiiat tempts him to his deatii. 
XXV. 

For tlie vile licnd whose motions ruled his tongue 
In lien of iudgment, inlliienccd him to frame, 

Hour after hour, fresh outrages and wrong. 

Still adding fuel to the bosomed flame ; — 

Wide space wa.s there in camp, where daily came 
A band of gallant youths with spear and shi<‘ld; 
Where in gay tourney and gymnastic game 
They perfected their skill, their courage steeled, 
ind nerved their strenuous limbs to bide a ruder field* 
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XXVI. 

There, at an hour wlien thickest was tlie crowd, 

Urg(3d by the whisperings of the inward snake, 

His tongue its cnstoinary st^orn avowed, 

Infused wdth venom of tluf Avernian lake; 

The knight, in liearing of the words he spake, 

To irrcpressildo resentment stirred, 

Fixed the long dues of vefigeance now to take, 

Shotted, “ Thou Host ! and suddrjij as the word. 

Crossed the tradueer's path, and drew his poignant sword. 

xxvii. 

His voice the thunder seemed, his sword the Jlash 
Which of its coming wjirns the w<»rld; too late 
Repenting fears the criminal abash, — 
lie saw no refuge from im[»ejiding fate ; 

Yet in this Iasi, irr(‘|Kirabl(‘ strait, 

amp \vere witmvsscs, hci made 
Proud show of courage, willi a look elate 
Awaited th(i stern foe, liis disfain'o weiglied, 

And in the guarding act iinslieathed liis battle-blade. 

WVUI. 

Instant a thousand lifted swoi'ils worosinni 

All sparkling to one centre, and a swarm 
Of warriors from all sidos rushed to thc! scene 
Of strife, to stay each warrior’s angry ann : 

All w'as vague elamour anti confused alarfti; 

And such a sudtlen whirl of voices tore 
The startled air, as in (he galhering storm, 

Among the pendant clillsdof the wild shore, 

Bound the shrill murmuring winds to the loud sea wave’s roar 

xxrx. 

But not the prayers of thousands ean allay 
The’ oflended hero's agony of in* ; 

The shout, the press, tie emictmrse of the way, 

He scorns, and dare** to veng(*ance still aspire ; 

Through men ami arms in nian;^ a giddy gyre 
His fulmiriatiiig .sword darts, ami deinand.s 
A vacant space ; the daunted crowd retire, — 

And to thc shame of all his guardian bands, 

Free to his fierce allronts. Uenjando singly stands. 
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Hid handy nnmastercd by bis rno;n, at ivill 
A thousand stabs delivers, and divides 
With the head, heart, and bosom, as his slall 
Instructs, or the unj^uarded part provides ; 

Impetuous, rapid as tlie loam that rides 
The whirlpool, his all-prcseut steel appears, 

The eye bewilders, and its art derides ; 

Where least expected, there it mbst candors ; 

There most it strikes and wounds, where least his rival fear>j 

XXXI. 

Xor did it cease, until its )M)int hn.d fount! 

Twice the])ure lilehlood ol‘ his hosom |[,n>rod; 

The hajdess Priruie sank grovcllini? tm Ills wtiund, 

His vital spirils froin the fount wore ])oiired, 

And through the twofold jiass his sjurit soared : 

The knight stayed not ; his steel, incarnadince? 

As it had been, ho to the sheath restored ; 

Then stalked aw<ay, and with the seone resigiu.'d 
His own inflamed ilesircs and ruthlessuess of. 

xxxii.. 

To the loud uproar God lV4|‘y <1 raw n meanwhile, 

Saw dismal cause .c/! unexpected pain, — 

Gernondo, his. loose locks and iiiautlo vile 
lleeking wi^th blood, with vis;igc where, \oo ])lairi, 

Death SApread the pallid bsuineis of his reign ; 

April tfiere were tears on many a soldier s lid. 

Outcries, and shrieks, and wailings fur the slain: 

Amaaed he asks, there where '1 w as most foibiti, 

Whose so audacious hand the deed of horror did. 

xxxiir. 

Afniddo, dearest to the Prince bewailctl, 

In terms that sought the guilt to aggravate, 

Tells how fiinaldo had his friend assailed 
In the blind fury of intemperate hate. 

Built on a slight and frivolous debate ; 

Thus, the sword vowed to Christ's blest service, ho 
Had turned against Christ’s hallowed delegate ; 

Booming not less his rule, than the decree 
Long since proimilged, whereof he ignorant could not bo. 
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XXXTV. 

Anl that, the law had thus already signed 
The warrant of his death; — was clear the case; 
First, as the fact ol' ^ heinous kind, 
l^oxt, ius coinniittcd in a sacred place : 

For s\ich a crime were he to meet with grace, 

Fresh criminals \vv)uld rise, boih bold and strong* 

In his escape to beard yoirto yt)nr face, 

And px<;eiite revenge for every wrong, 

Whicli to the Judge alone for judgment should belong. - 

XXXV. 

■flms discord, thus dispute, tliu.s civil ire 
Would raven all, as with a tiger’s tootli ; 

All that disdain and ]nty could in.'^pire. 

He pleads in merit of tlio murdered youth : 

Jbit Tcincred witli the Jealousy of truth 

ari<l paints in ctdonrs clear 
The actual cau.se <*1‘ strife: to which in sootli 
The just Judge listens, but his brow severe 
Seems loss to' encourage hopcj than countenance his fear. 

A XXVI. 

“ My Lord,” he adds, “ in wisdom weigh both who 
And wliat ilinaldo is — liLs deeds recount : 

Judge what regard to his deserts is due; 

From j)riiicc'ly sire to sire illustrious mount, — 

Trace his long flow of glory to the fount, ^ — 

Think on his uncle Ouclpho's higli estate: 

All equal crinies are not of like account, 

Nor should the selfsame punishment await 
V’a.ssal and highborn lord, the lowly and the great.” 

XXXVII. 

Godfrey rojdied, “'Tis for the great to give 

Proof of obedience to the lowly ; ill 

Are tliese thy counsels, Tancreil, which would lea\ d 

The Mighty to their own unbridled wilU 

Think what our empire w^ere, did we fulfil 

Its functions only to the vile and base, — 

A powerless sceptre, or, more shameful stilly 
An execrated rod, derided mace ! 

If with such laws 't was [jiven, I spurn your gift of graoR 
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“ But frank and awful was it given, unsought, 

Nor shall its virtue bo abridged by mo; 

And well 1 know lioth wdu‘re and when 1 ought 
To ]nniish and n waid, and now to bo 
The pronijit re\erser of iny own decree, 

Yet still betwivn (he lowly and (he high 
Hold even Law ’v just balance.” Thus s])oko he; 

Nor aught could Taucivd venture to reply, 

Awed by liis righte(»u.s words aiul liis majestic eye. 

X\Xl\. 

Stern pupil of anaUM-e Antiquity, 

Itaviuoiid conimeiul(‘d his discourse, and said : 

“ tliest* are I he bv »hhdi true buvereignty ; 

Becomes revenjd, — for iliscipline js d<Md, 

Or at the least d(‘fecliv(*, whi*re insb‘ad 

Of jiain, Guilt looks for pardon: to be mild, . 

Bower should be Imsed in fear; wlieii rulers spread 
Too wide their merev, Liberty runs wild. 

And States <lecay.” He <'e:iMMl, and like a Spartan smiled* 

XL, 

Tailored of bis advice took silent liood ; 

Longer lie lingered not, but lea[)ed astridii 
His managoabh! horsts wliose hoofs for sju-od 
Seemed Hedged with wings, and to Itinaldo hied; 

He, soon as la. had quelh‘d the i)(>isterous pride 
Of fierce (iernando, fo his ]'.ri\are tent 
Retired, the issues ealmh tn abide; 

Here Taiiered found him, and with discontent 
Detailed in every point tlie late sharp argument. 

\LI. 

“And though,” lie adds, “ I deem the visuomy 
But a fallacious imlex of the h(‘art, 

Since oft the thoughts of mortals secnit lie, 

In depths that mock the' observer’s nicest art ; 

Y^et, from what Godfrey’s face betrayed in part 
To my perusing eye, with what his mind 
Clearly avowed, 1 fear not to assert, 

That as a common culprit lie w ould bind 
With gyves thy warrior limbs, to Law's strict power resigned." 
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XLII. ^ 

Riricaldo smiled ; but breaking through his smile 
A flash of high defiance might you sec : 

“ Let him defeii,d his cause in fetters vile 
Who vassal is, or vassal deigns to be ! 

Free was 1 born ; free liave 1 lived : and free 
Will I expire, ere one base fetter wciglis 
My hands down in its cankering tyranny, — 

They have been used to no vsueh slave-essays. 

But to consult the swoid, and reap victorious bays. 

XLIII. 

“ If Godfrey thus reward our worth, if thus 
As a base slave he woiild incarc(Tato, 

And lix his loiil plebeian bonds on ns, 

Here let him eome in all his pomp oi‘ slatc^; 

I place my prou l foot on the grouri<l, and wait 
' IJiiiiiiire in-rd preseime and his scorned rleoreo; 

*' "Rl^arp arms shall be our only jurors, F ite 
Sole arbi tress, and foiMuen flm-k to see 
The sportful draiiia played, — a deep, deei) tragedy 

XLIV, 

He shouted for Ins armour, robiid liis form 
In helm and brigaiidine of steel, a])prkMl 
The shield enormous to his aetive arm, 

And luing the <lam*ing falcliiim at his side; 
Magnili(*ent, august, ami fierv-cvt*d. 

He .sj>arkled in liis arms like flashing levin, 

And looked the God of Battle wheji in jiride 
Descending from tin* fifth rod sphere of heaven. 

In rattling iron girt, by Fright and Fury driven. 

XLV. 

Tancred this while used every art to soothe 
His w'ounded prhio and his intemperate rage ; 

“ I know,” said he, that thou, unconquerod youtli, 
Woulifst in the hardiest t*ntcrprise engage ; 

That ever amid arms and on the e^lge 
Of doom, thy valoiii* is secure from harm ; 

But heaven forbid that e’er on such a stage 
Thou sliouklst let loose the gladiator’s arm, 

To work our army woe, and break the magic charm. 
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XLVI. 

“ Say, what is thy intent? wilt thou imbrue 
Thy hands in kindred blood ? with iraritic aim 
Wounding thy IVienda, traiis])ieToing Ohrist anew, 
Whoso members they, and ]>art of whom 1 am? 

Shall the vain lust of transitory fame. 

That like a summ(‘r sea-wave swells and dies 
As the wind lists, entbree a stronger claim 
'riian that wliieh faitjliboi u piety supplies. 

Of bliss all bliss beyond, et*‘rnal in llie skies? 

XLVII. 

‘'No! be the victor of th\>elf, and still 
This raging gust, this wliiilwind of the mind ; 

Yield! from no fear, bill from a \irtuoiis will; 

With wortiiiei- palms eo}U|iliauoy will biiul 
Tliy brows, than t‘ver \ve?-c to pride assigned: 

And if mine, um ijie year.s, though young and 
May yield the' example, 1 by acts unkind 
Was also om;e provoktMl, yet never drew 
My sword in civil strife, but did my wralli subdue. 

XLXMIl. 

“ I took ('!ilieiji, and on Tarsus’ towers 
Planted the Chess before all |ieo]>le’s eyes, 

PiUt Ihddwin eam<\ and with his peaceful Pow'ers 
xVdinitted, basely robbed me (jf my [)ri/.e; 

Such friciidshiji lie proles^ed, so lair a giiist? 

Masked bis amljitious purp(*se from my riight, 

That ere I was aware, lii.'^ avarice 
Had sprung the mine: >et would not I by tight 
The spoils regain, altl;ough e’en yet perhaps 1 might, 

XLIX. 

“But if indeed those ignominious bands 
As a base weight thy spirit wuulil refuse, 

Following the nice opinions and dcMuands, 

The subtile laws wliieh men of honour use, 

Leave it to nn.^ thy anger to excuse; 

To Antiocli fly, — with ilohemond, thy friend. 

Seek an asylum secret and recluse ; 

To wratlf s tirst guest I deem it best to bend ; 

A caRie by Power prejudged 't w'ero fruitless to defend* 
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h. 

**But rest assured, if vigorously assailed^ 

If round us Egyi)t or tho Arabs swarm, 

Deeply indeed thy ilight will be bewailed; 

While, at a distauce from the vast alarm, 

Thy valour will acquire a tenfold charm ; 

Without thy sword, the lU'rvehjss cjunp must prove 
A trunk deprived of its j)roK‘ctiiig arm 
Here Guelph arrives, his lips the spee(;h approve. 
Urging him strait from Oaiiip discreetly to remove. 

LT. 

'I'o their grave eoimeils the disdainful heart 
Of the bold youth at hniglh inclining, bonds, 

And he no longer scruples to depart 
In willing ex.ile : of his faithful friends 
Meanwhile a numevo.is <To\\d his course attends; 

. To share liiif Hight and fornines each aspires, 

And earnestly .soli 'its; he commends 
Their zeal with tliauKs, hut takes alone two stpiires; 
^Vaults on Jii.s sprightly sreod, and IVoni liio (’arnp retires. 

i. ii. 

He rides — the thirst of })nrc and endless glory 
Inliaiues Ida s])irit to the inmost eons 
Exploits he ydans sljall shame the vaunt.s of story, 

Ten ihousand glorious deeds undreaineil hefon*, — 

To rush, in fiiM)ur of uIk? (,‘ross ho bore, " 

Midst liostile millions, gathering in his course 
(Vpre.s:4 or noble palms, scoiir lygypt oW 
As on the Saniiers wing, and. passage force 
E’en to the awful depths of Xile's mysterious source ! 

HU. 

But Guclpho, when tlio fervent boy at last, 

Frost to depart, liinl bade his last adieu, 

No longer there delayed, but forward passed 
Where likeliest Godfrey might arrest his view ; — 

Who seeing him, exclaimed, “ Hai’^ Guelph! for you 
I have long sought, and but tliis momeiit sent 
Some of my fleetfoot heralds to pursue 
The search throughout the camp, from tent to tent, 
Well dues thy coming now their diligence prevent !" 
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LIV. 

Ho bade all else withdraw, and in a tone 
Of graver utterance his discf)iirse renewed ; 

“ Deeply, my lord ! do I regret to own 
The lengtlis to whicli thy nephew has phrsued 
The rage admitted in his hasty mood ; 

Ho ill, metliinks, can justify the brawl, 

Much less the friglitfnl issues of tlie feud ; 

(ilad shall I be, if so it shoulil belhl, 

But Godfrey still must act iuijwtially to all. 

LV. 

“ The sacred claims of lawful and of just 
Defend 1 will, on all and each occasion, 

IVeserving ever, in my sovereign trust, 

A heart unswayed by prcjudic(i or ])nssion. 

Now if, as some srly in extenuation, 

Jtinaldo was eonipellcd his wrongs to quit, 

'Gaiiisc the known edict, and in violation 
Of martial rule, why let him, as is lit, 

Conic, and his prool's ul once to our award submit. 

LVI. 

“ And let him come iinmortifiod by chains, 

The grace 1 can, I to his worth allow 
If this his high rebellious heart disdains, 

( An<l well his fiery teiiiperaruent I knpw 
To he rebellious) be it thine to show 
His pride the path of duty ere he draws 
A man by nature merciful, and slow 
To cherish wrath, but stern should ho give cause. 

To’ avenge his power defied and violated laws.” 

LVII. 

He ceased, and Guelph made answer : “ AWiere's the soul 

Free from all infamy, that if it heard 

The voice of insult, liaughty, false, and foul, 

Would not with scorn rc^sent the’ injurious w'ord ! 

And if the slanderer fall beneath the .sword, 

W^ho can place bounds to a just wrath ? who suit 
Exact acquittance to the gudt incurred, 

Or iveigh revenge out in a scale minute, 

Whilst in full furv glows the’ unscrupulous dispute? 
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LVIIT. 

But tlijit tho youfli, as you require, should yield 
To your just jiul^incnt, which lie ought, of right, 
Cniiuot, it gril^^■c•s nui, ho ; .since far from field 
Ih; 1ms wiclidr.'nvri in no ini]>nident flight; 

But Imm'o r oiler with iny sword to write 
Liar on his false forehead who again 
Inq)ii‘j:ns his act, — on whats-xiver knight 
Wounds his good name ; and fearlessly maintain 
The Briiice joj^tly served for his unjust disdain. 

LIW 

“With reason, f aver, ho shore the crest 
Ofarrogani (h iMiando ; if in aught 
lie erred, 'f v\a^ ilii'<, that thy supreme btdiest 
7h* for an in.^lanl in w'rath forgot; 

This I laiiionl, and (Ills (‘xtennate not 
“ 'Th ^Y(‘1^^’ tlio oilier aiiswercMl, “let him wend. 

And hrasNl elM'wIaTe; nor foster in thy tliought 
'PIkj seeds of fiN>li dispiito, blit hero, my friend, 

let Jill dhsoiisiufis censo, and disoord liavo an oiicl!” 

L\. 

Thus tlu*y ; menu while llie smiling Traitress nevcT 
(‘'Used ImpO'lnning for tin* promised aid; 

'fi. King! out the H\ei*mir day eaeh strong endeavour 
or gofiii.s, .lit. aiid lifaiily .^he essayed; 

But w'hen pale The, in twilight stole arrayefi, 

Far in I'-e vk si llie dying Day imirned, 

Berv, I m two knigiils and matron daiiu's conveyed, 
lh;ek to I«e ’ rieli pavilion slie returned, 

Till u’i*r h‘lne orient hill.’' r<‘;mrgeiit morning burned. 

LM. 

r tho ‘rl’i Ih isna.sion seemed her spell-bound slave, 

‘'f hi*>’ bl ind words, luT relined address, 

A.nf| hr.iuty se.en as nature never gave, 

Ibdoi’e or sIiha*, «h»:ir woman to posses^ ; 

'riiong** in 111 -; Irammels other gojdcn tresse 
A deej) o’l'rnmstering transjiort bad cnehained 
The noblest la roes, not with all her stress 
Of artiflce, could Godfrey s heart be gained ; 

Unmoved, lier ehartiiiiig smiles and flatteries he sustained* 
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LXII. 

In vAm she studied to intiamo lus eye 
Witli sweet temptations to a life of lore ; 

For as the gorged falcon scorns to fly 

When the pleased hawker points the passing dove, — 

So lie, his Avislies fixed on joys above, 

Sick of the world, with mortal pleasures cloyed, 

Despised the lure ; her l)(‘aut^'^ failed to move, 

And all the’ enchanting dalliance she employed, 

Tutored by faithless Love, his virtlic rendered void. 

LXIIl. 

No obstacle can turn his j>ioiis steps 
From Duty's circumscribing walk; she tries 
A thousand arts, in thousand (‘hangeful shapes 
Appears before him, and with Proteus vies 
In every form of irfagical disguise ; 

She has fond looks, lithe motions, bland alarms, 

To' attract his gaze, and melt away the ice 
From his cold heart, but hoa\enly grace disarms 
Of power iier visorod trains, and shames her blandished 
charms. 

IiXIV. 

Slie, wlio had thonaht one blink of her bright eyes 
Would kindle jiassicm in the purest mind, 

How was she mortified ! with \vlijit surprise, 

Yea, with wdAit scoi'ii aiul angtir she repined ; 

Frowning, her purpose she at length resigned. 

And mustei’cd for an enterprise more fair 
Her charming force : so chie/talns when they find 
Impregnable the towx»r they gird, forbear 
To pr(jss the' uuprosperous siege, and turn their arms idsewhera 

LXY. 

Nor loss was Tancred proof to the control 
Of her seducing beauty ; he could share 
With no new face the’ aiTections of his soul ; 

Clorinda only held dominion there : 

For, as used poisons olt to poisons bear 

Strong countercliarms, e'en so 'twixt dame and dame. 

Love neutralises love ; Armida's snare 
These shunned — all others idolised her name, 

^nd sported more or less around the’ enchanting flame. 
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LXVI. 

8he, though she mourned that her designs sliould prove 
But half successful, somcvvlmt was consoled, 

When she reviewed the multitudes, which Love 
Beneath her coxit][uering colours had enrolled ; 

And thus, ere chaiu’o to any should unfohl 
Her schemes, or ere her false nmsk should slip hy, 
BcwSolved to lead tlicin to a ^stronger hold, 

And furg(i them fettei*s of a stricter tie, 

Than tliose same flowery iMtnds in which c^en yet they lie. 

LXVU. 

When therefore the declining day was flown, 

By (iodfrey fixed to grant the promised aiil, 

Before liim slie appeared, and bending down 
In humble reverence at his footstool, said : 

** The period, gracious Sire, prefixed is fled ; 

, An<l if the barbarous tyrant from his spies 
flliall loam that I for succours here have fled, 

Ho will f)re])arc his powers against surprise, 

And much more <langerous then will be the bold enpriae. 

LXVIll. 

“ Ere then his couri(*rs or discursive fame 
The* important tidings to his car lu*tra\, 

Lot thy Compassion mine avengers i;aiue, 

And send ns forth, pn'ventiug all d(?lay; 

^Vhon, if the eye of Heaven with grace survey 
'rhe’ afiiiirs of mortals, if the innocent s plea 
Be ill its sacred serine recorded, they 
Will throne me in my realm, wliich thus sliJill be 
Hilver, in p<*jioc and war, subsidiary to thee.” 

LUX. 

She said ; the Chief, unable to recede 
From his engagement, bowed to her request ; 

And as she seemed so urgent to proceed, 

8uw' well the^ election with himself muvSt rest : 

But of her vowed idolaters all pressed 
To be atlmitted of the guardian band ; 

Whilst Jealousy, infixed in every breast. 

Kept dragon watch his rivals to withstandf 
And deepened with his cry the’ importunate demand 
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Slio, who the sparkling secret clearly read, 

Made it at oneo subserve her ill intent, 

Using the spur of envy and of dread, 

Their lingering course to qui(;ken and torment; 

For well she knew without some impulse lent 
To stir the long dejection of tlic mind, 

Tlie How of love in stagnancy is spent ; 

Slow runs the stee^l that can outstrip the wind, 

If one speeds not before, or follows fast behind. 

lAvr. 

Tho glance that flattered and the smile that wooed, 

She shared with words so seemingly siueere, 

That each grew eriA'ious of the other’s good, 

And hope stood treinbling on the brink of fear; 

Her love]‘s, sanctioiu‘d by her gracious clieer, 

And tlie false charter of her loving look, 

Hushed lieadloiig on in folly’s wiUl career, 

IJy priiici])le uncurbed, of shame forsook, 
llccldess of Godfrey’s frown, k<»«ri scorn, or sharp rebuke 

lAXlI. 

Ho, wdio nifulo jnstici^ his suj»rcinc delight, 
l*artial to rioiio, to gladden all aspiied ; 

And though the follies of each amorous knight 
With anger and dei.-p shame Ins bosiyn fired ; 

Vet, seeing that w liich blindly tliey desired 
determinedly povsist»»d in, he triecl 

Another mode to gnint the boon di^sirc^d : } 

‘‘ Kacli se]>arate warrior write his name,” he cried; » 

‘‘ A vase shall hold tho lots, and ehaiiee the cause decide." 

LXXlll. 

Their names the Chiefs witli acclamations Avrito, 

(.V)lle(^t, and shake Avithiu an urn of gold ; 

At hazard draAvn, the first that h;ap.s to light, 
is Pembroke’s Earl, Artemidore the bold : 

The next whose title the blind Fates unfold, 

On its white leaf tho name of Gerard bears ; 

A third the fears of Vincilas consoled, 

Who, late so grave and Avisc in all afi'airs, 

Now plays the lovesick youth, and shames his hoary hairs. 
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Oh what delight these three first chosen show 
At their extreme good fortune ! their fond eyes 
With tears that from the full heart overflow, 

Grow big and sparkle o’er the liap))y prize ; 

The rest whose doom still umleterunned lies 
In ihe dark urn, show signs of secret hate, 

' Sore foaloiisy, and panting, pale surmise ; 

Mute on the luirald’a lips they hang and wait, 

Breathless, the brief decree that seals their future fate. 

LXXV. 

To Guasoo fourth, aucooeds llidolpiio’s name \ 

The sixth the fates to Olderic accord : 

With Count Roussillon next, two peers of lame, 

; Henry the Frank, Bavarian Everard, 

And, last, Rambaldo closed tlie blind award ; — 

Rambaldo, wjio for love of that false maid, 

^ (Has Love indeed sucli [)owcr ?) renounced his Lord, 

A traitor knight, a perjured renegade, — 

^ .le rest, shut out from liopc, their fortune loud upbraid, 

LXXVI. 

‘ Inflamed with envy, jealousy, and rage, 

. I They call lier partial, wic^ked, and unkind ; 

I They e’en accuse thee, Love, that tliou should’st gage 
Thy judgment to an arbitress so blind : 

. But, as instinctively tlio human mind 
More ardently desires what Heaven denies, 

Many, in spite of fortune, have designed 
To follow yet their Lady in disguise, 

3oon as night’s falling shades ob'seure the lucid skies, 
f ’ LXXVII. 

Follow they will, in sunshine and in shade, 

And venture life in battling for her right: 

She her last thanks to all saluting paid, 

With broken hints and sighings, that incite 
The Chiefs yet more to their intended flight ; 

With this, with that she grieved, or seemed to grieve^ 

That she must part witliout the dear delight 
Of his desired society ; — ^'t is eve ; 

The’ elected Champions arm, and throng to take their leave. 
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Kacli after each tfi« Chief advised apart; 

That I^iigan faith was but a hollow reed, 

As light and insecure ; and with what art 
riioy shouhl from snares and adverse ibs recede : 

His words arc uttered to the winds — none heed 
His nise advi(!e; for when did Wisdom sway 
The car of Love ? permitted to proceed, 

At length they part ; Arinida leads the way, 

^11 too iin])aticnt she' to wait the. dawn of day. 

LXXIX. 

Compicrcss she parts, aii<l in a sumptuous train. 

Triumphal, lea<ls along her rival foes ; 

Wliilst still lichind a countless throng remain, 

Lovelorn, abandoned to a thoiLsand woes. 

Hut when the Night on silent wings arose, 

J3y Peace eoiLSorted in her gentle mood, 

And IJreams, tli(i erring pupils of Repose — 

With Lov(/s divine intelligenee endued, 

Their Lady's printless path th(‘y secretly pursuev-L 

I.X-W. 

First Eustace followed : scarc(‘ly could he wait 
The lingering liourb of ebbing OM', — lie hied 
Swiftly away, witli heart and liope elate, 

Through the blind darkness, led by bis blind guide ; 

All the moist niglit serene he wandered wide ; 

Ihit when the sky’s proud Sultan had po.sscssed 
The ruby gates of iiK'rning, he dc*scried 
With all her guards tlic Lady of his quest, ; 

In a small village near, her last night's bower of rest. 

LX XXI. j 

Him by hi.s arms at once llainbahlo know, 

A.S on licet foot he moved to join the maid, 

And cried aloud : What seek’st thou ? with what view 
(kun’st thou to us, in helm and mail arrayed ?” 

I come,” said Eustace, “ in Arinida's aid ; 

Nor shall she have, if she my zeal approve, 

A trustier friend.'' “ And who,” llambaldo said, 

“ On this high task commissioned thee to move ? 

Who authorised thy flight?” “Love,” Eustace answered, 
“ Love I 
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“Venus was my Elcctress, Fortune tliine ; 

Advise which hits the most authentic gra*it I” 

To whom RambaUlo : “ OfF! the claim resign ; 

False is thy title.' and impugned thy vaunt ; 

With us, legitimatejy called to plant 
This virgin lily, nc er slialt thou ally 
Thy lawless aid !'’ Indignant at the taunt, 

The youth rejoined, “ And who will (jare deny 
Mv claims at ])roof of sword?” Banibaldo answered, “ I! 
Lxxxiir. 

“ That which I dare avow, 1 dare maintain 
x\t iny sword's point!” he said, and saying drew: 

Not with leas ardour, not with less disdain 
' Insulted Eu.stace to the quarrel flew ; 

But hero their Mistress rushed bctwu'xff the two ; 

, Staying thols swords, she soothed their angry vein ; 

1.\) that she uttered, “ What is it you do ; 

\ If you a comrade, 1 a champion gain. 

Why should you take olfence ? of what can I complain ? 
LXXXIV. 

“ Seek you my safety ? why would yon doju-ivo 
y[y StnitClied cause of so renowmed a knight V* 

'I'o Eustace then, “ Most welcome! you arrive 
In happy hour, protector of my rigid : 

What shade of reason can I have to slight ' 

So grateful an ally, the jirincc of Franks ! 

Fortune forbid I should the zeal requite 

With rude neglect !” whilst yet she j)aid her thanks, 

From every quarter round, fresh champions joined her ranks. 

LXXXV. 

Unknown to each they came, and frowned askance 
With hatred at their rivals ; she received 
All with the like smooth smiling countenance, 

And whispered tliem what comfort she conceived 
From their arrival ; now when Light relieved 
The dusky watcli of morning, Godlrey knew 
Of their deiection and his loss ; he grieved, 

Deeply he grieved o'er the prophetic view 
Sealed on his sight, of ills that hence tnust needs ensue. 
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LXXXVI. 

Whilst musing thus, a messenger appears, 

Swift, dusty, out of breath, a shape of woe ; 

Like one who news of bitter import bears, 
vVith grief engraven on his gloomy bro\f : 

“ Signior,” he said, “ the’ Egyptian fleets e cii no\* 

Put out to sea, and crowd all sails in air ; 

Grey ocean whitens with tlui. moving show : 

William the Admiral, beneath whose care 
The Genoese navy ranks, this message bids me boar. 

Lxxxvir. 

“ Nay, more ; our convoy from the navied seas. 

Well victualled for the camp, its fate has found; 

One night, encauipcd among palmetto trees. 

The steeds and burdened camels grazing round, 

A horde of Arabs fn the glen profound 
Ambushed, sprang for th, the slumberers to assail 
In front and flank ; they slew them, or they bound 
As slaves of war ; nor from the fatal vale 
Did one escajic, but he who bore the* afflicting tale. 

LXXXVlll. 

“ The’ audacity of these marauding bands 
Is now grown so licentious, that they spread 
Like an o’crwheliniinr torrent from the saiul^. 

Without control, and to a desert tread 
The fruitful flblds they traverse; to strike dn-.pJ 
Into their hearts, ’t is lit that thou ordain 
A troop of horse their coverts to invade ; 

And from the sea of Palestiui^ the plain 
That to the army loads, inviolate maintain.’' 

LXXXIX. 

These tidings, magnified from tongue to tonguei 
Known in a moment, palsied every ear ; 

On every rumour the light vulgar hung, 

In all the’ uncertainty of anxious fear ; 

For fancied Famine wjs already near, 

And the grim skeleton of Death : the Chief, 

Who saw their courage droop, essayed to chc‘er 
Their dying hopes, and to disperse their grief, 

Witli lively looks and words persuasive of relief 
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XG. 

“ Yc^ who through thousand perils, long flown o'er, 
Have passed secure with me, in war and peace ! 
Champions of Qod, elected to restore 
His frustrate faith ! who over hills an<l seas, 

The arms of Persia, the designs of Greece, 

Thirst’s burning torment, hunger’s keen distress, 
Frr)st, whirlwind, storm, the billow and the breeze, 
Have triumphed gloriously, oh say, for less 
Alarms shall daunting fear your spirits now possess 1 

* xci. 

“In the good care of God, whose Spirit gave 
Your mind its impulse, can ye not confide ? 

Is his arm shortened, that it cannot save ? 

That arm so oft in deeper perils tried j 
A time will come, not distantly descried, 

Wlien to rdlnomber every past dismay 
^¥^lll be no less a pleasure than a pride ; 

Hold then eoiiragcous on, and keep I pray, 

Your noble hearts in cheer for that victorious day." 

XCII. 

These words of Godfrey, and his lively air, 

Exiled their terror, and revived their pride ; 

But many a preying thought and anxious care 
Deeply secreted, in his breast abide ; 

How for sucli various nations to provide 
In the prevailing scarceness ; how afford 
Help to his navy on the ocean wide, 

Against the’ Egyptian fleet ! and how his sword 
May fitly reach and quell the Arabs’ plundering horde 
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ManuovllL 

ABOTJURMT. 

Aroantea dares the Frank# to 8lntrle fle'jt: 

IliH yronven rtrst the' ur.Uannted Or ho shnw^ 

Too rashly ; tumbled from hla rteed, by right 
Of martial law he into thraldom Ames. 

Tancrod, whom (lodfrey for his champion cho*>^ 

Ih iiewH the conflict, and his falchion plies 
Till twilight’s gathering i^ooms a tmee impose; 

To cure her wounded lord, Erminia hies 
From the well^narded town, at downfall, in disgnho. 

1 . 

But better hopes inspirit and make blithe 
The hearts of the besieged : beside the grain 
Stored from the reaping sickle and the scythe. 
Beneath night’s favouring darkness they obtain 
Fresh stores ; and Hanlf, and fortify amain 
With engines and grim frieze the Northern wall ; 
^Vhich, grown to giant height, seems to disdain 
The shock of brazen rams, as idle all, 

Nor dreads what man can do to work its purposed fall 
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II. 

Yet stU. at mom, at eve, at rndi«'int noon, 

The Monarch higher gives liis towers to soar; 

Nor quits his labour when the stai s and moon 
Silver the dusk'of night ; and evermore, 

JiTew arms for battle forging to the roar 
Of sweltering fires, armourer and artisan 
Toil wiMi strong limbs, till ‘vigour be no more. 

As thus the' intolerable moments ran« 

To him Argaiites came, and boastful thus began : 

III. 

“ How long in those vile walls must wo be boun<l. 
Rebellious prisoners, tamed by slow blockade ? 

I hear the clang of anvils ; tin* shrill sound 
From h3,llbGrk, helm, and shield, my cars invade ; 

But to what purpose is the proud parade ? 

These roblwrs at tlieir license <lon the crest ; 

Scour all our fields ; our palaces invade ; 

Yet none of us their progress dare moh^st, 

Or one clear trumpet sound, to scare their gold(‘n rest. 

IV. 

“Them the gay lute and bounding dance einpioj, 
Unbroken biinqucts and secure delights ; 

Their day is one long carnival of joy, 

And ease and (piiet crown their blissful nights : 

But thou at length, when fiercely famine ?)ites, 

(Conquered must fall, and with submission buy 
The victor's insults and the foe’s <lespites ; 

Or die without a blow, a^s oowards die, 

If Cairo send not soon our lingering, late ally. 

V. 

“ Ne'er o'er the dial of my life shall run 
The oblivious darkness of a death it hates ; 

Not e'en the lustre of another sun 

Shall sec me shut within these cursed gates ! 

With this, my life’s poor fragmenj;, lot the Fates 
Do what is fixed for it in heaven or hell ; 

None e’er shall say in those inglorious straits. 

That with his sword in sheath Argantes fell ; 

He will revenge disgrace, and earn his tomb too welL 
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VI. 

“ But if one spark of thy first chivalry 
Still in thy bosom shed its fervent charm, 

I should not hope in noble strife to die, 

But live, enriched with honour s proudest palm ; 

With one accord let us resolve to arm, 

Confront the Christians, and the field contest ; 

How oft in deepest peril and alarm, 

The most audacious ;strokcs have proved the best ; 

And ills which Care increased, Distraction has redressed ! 

VII. 

But if thou dread’st to play so bold a game ; 

If to stake all thy forces to decide 

The war at once, he judged a frantic aim, — 

At least in duel let the strife be tried : 

And that with livelier willingness and pride 
The Captain of the Franks may entertain • 

Our challenge, and the’ arbitremout abide, 

Let him chose arms, take vantage of tlie plain, 

And fix the terms of fight ns he himself may deign. 

VIII. 

Then, if no hundred-handed Briarens 
Arm on hi» side, how fi<'rco soe’er he be, 

Dread not that evil chance thy cause will lose, 

Upheld by justice, and secured by me 
In place of fat6 and fortune's blind decree, 

My strong right hand sliall from the stars pluck down 
Consummate conquest for thy realms and thee : 

Grasp it in pledge ; now, by my old renown, 

Trust me, they shall not shake one jewel from thy crown ! ' 

IX. 

He ceased, and Aladine replied : ** In truth, 

Though Age my pristine vigour has defaced, 

Think not this scrupulous hand, too fervent youth, 

A traitor to the sword it once embraced ; 

Think not my spirit slothful or debased ; 

Sooner with honour by the sword or spear 
Would I expire, than die a death disgraced ; 

If I could entertain misdoubt or fear 
That the distressful ills announced were really near. 
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X. 

** Allah such shame avert ! What deep my art 
From others hides, to thee shall now bo shown : 

The mighty Solyinan, who burns in part 
To' avenge the loss of his Nicean throne, 

Has roused Arabia from lier utmost zone 

Of sand to Aleairo, and relies 

On all her tribes, when once his trumpet's blown, 

III the blade niglit the focman to surprise, 

And pour into the town fresh succour and supplies. 

XL 

“ Soon will ho join us ; if meanwhile they reign 
In our spoiled castles, blinded by conceit 
And careless ease, fret not, whilst I retain 
My purple mantle and imperial seat ; 

But that rash courage and intomperaie heat 
Which hurries thee to sudi excess, abate ; 

And for a dignified occasion, meet 
For thy renown and my deep v<»nge‘ance, wait 
Soon the black storm wdll burst, and lightnings seal th(*ir fate * 

XU. 

The haughty Pagan frowned at this : high pride 
And bitter spite boiled in his brejist, to hear 
How on this Nicene prince the king relied, 

His ancient rival and most fierce compeer ; 

“ Sir,*' he replied, in icy tone au-sterc, 

“ 'T is thy undoubted right to wage or end 
War at thy pleasure ; 1 have done ; wait here 
The shivered sword of Solyinan thy friend ; 
f Let him who lost his own thy kingdoms safe defend. 

xin. 

Proud as a patron God let him advance 
To free thy people from their yoke abhorred ; 

Myself am my palladium 'gainst mischance, 

Nor freedom ask but from this single sword. 

But whilst the rest repose, the grace accord, 

That I at least may my own wrongs requite ; 

That fi'om the town descending to the sward. 

Not as thy champion but a private knight, 

I may at least engage the Franks in single fight.* 
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XIV. 

The king replied, Although thou shouldst reserve 
Thy sword and anger for a nobler use, 

That thou defy some knight, if that will SL*rvo 
Thy purpose, Aladine will not refuse." “ 

His herald then without a moment's truce 

Argantes spake, and with tlie daring boast 
Dilating said ; “ Give all thy .swiftness loose ; 

And let this not inep.n challenge be proposed 
To the Frank Duke below, in hearing of his liost. 

XV. 

“ Say,, that a kniglit who longer scorns to crouch 
Within the inarbic ramparts of the town, 

Hums in the eye of angels to avouch, 

Jly fact of arms, his j)rowess and renown ; 

That he to duel lni5tens to come down 
Dpon the plain midway 'twixt tent and towe»; 

To prove his valour on the golden crown 
Of whatsoever Frank, of Franks the flower, 

Jaros to accept the gage, and try his martial power. 

XVI. 

And that not only is ho girt to wage 
Victorious battle with a single foe, 

But with the third, fourth, fifth he will engage, 
Villain or lord, with higliborn or witli Jow ; 

The vanquished shall the victor serve, for so 
The rules of war ordain his message done, 

The silver-sceptred hei-ald turned to go, 

And lightly threw his purple, surcoat on, 

Emblazed with golden arms that glittered in the sun. 

XVJI. 

When reached the tent of Godfrey tlie divine, 

In presence of his Barons, “ Prince,” he said, 

“ May perfect liberty of speech be mine 
To tell a daring message without dread?" 

Ho in assent incibied a haughty head, 

And answered, “ Ay ! without the thought of fear. 
Before us be the mighty venture spread 
Then thus the herald, “ Now will it a])pear 
If the great news sound sweet or frightful to your ear.** 
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The knight's defiance he at large exposed, 

In glorying terms, magnificont and high ; — 

Loud murmured^ the fierce Lords, and round him closed, 
Scorn on cadi lip, and pride in every eye : 

Quickly their Lion-lead(T gave reply : 

“ A modest task methinks the knight has mused : 

What tliink ye, Peers? dart* we the battle try? 

Much I misdoubt wlion he his sword .has used 
C 11 the fourth knight, the fifth will wish to stand exciiseti ! 

XIX. 

“ Put let him put it to the pi*oof ; T grant 
8afo field and liberal ; we have some shall dare 
^ Advance, to lessen liis presumptuous vaurit, — 

^ They shall no vantage use, nor fact unfair, 
ji? I lift my sceptre to the stars, and swear 
■ This hoard, *the sewereign of the silver mace 
^ Turned back by the same path he trod whilore; 

Nor till ho saw Argantes face to face 
Slacked, for a moment slacked, the swiftness of his pace. 

XX. 

“Arm !” ho exclaimed, “ wliy hesitate to arm ? 

Tlio eluillenge they accept with ghul surprise ; 

Like sovereign heroes there the meanest swarm 
To front you, — vizors close, and lanees rise ; 

I saw rage lighten in a tliousaiul eyes ; 

I saw a thousand hands caress the sword 
In passion for the fight ; hark, how the skies 
Sound to their shout, as thcnigh a river roared ! — 

Safe guard and ample field their Captain will affor<i/' 

XXI. 

He heard, lie called his Squire, and hurriedly 
Braced on his mail, impatient for the plain ; 

Whilst to the fair Clorinda standing by, 

The king exclaimed ; “ Brave Lady ! to abstain 
From arms, and in the city to reinain, 

Whilst free Argantes issues out to fight, 

Suits not thy rank ; t^ike then an armed train 
For surer safety, and attend the knight ; 

At distance range their spears, but keep the lists in sight " 



124 JKriTTSALCM DELIVERED. CMv /!, 

XXTI. ^ 

Hi! ceased, and soon under the open sky 
The troop rode forth in beautiful array, 

And marked fiir on before how gallantly 
The knight, in wonted arms .and trappings gay, 

(^heered to the frequent spur his ardent bay : — 

A plain there was, seeinefl formed by art, between 
Tlie camp and town ; of wule extent it lay, 

As though the Caiqpus Martina it had been 
Before another Rome, una welling, 'smooth, and green. 

xxiir. 

There singly he do.scendcd ; there, in sight 
Of the collected Camp his station took ; 

By his bravo heart, groat bulk, and brawny might 
Miignificcnt, and menacing in look 
As huge Goliath b^ the vale’s clear brook, 

Or grim Enceladus, before whose stride • 

The* aerial pines, and fields of Phlcgra shook ; 

But many without fear the giant <»ycd, 

For none his utmost strength in battle yet bad triKl. 

XXIV. 

Though Godfrey yet no champion had selected, 

Wliose bravery best the Camp might represent, 

It was no secret whom they most affected — 

All eyes, hopes, wishes were or» Tailored bent ; 

To him the fdVour of all faces lent, 

Spoke him the* ascendant genius of the crowd ; 

And first a whisper round the circle went, 

Which, fiiint awhile, grow momently more loud ; 

Nor less the General's looks his own desire avowed, 

XXV. 

To him the rest give place, nor silent then 
Remained the Duke ; The tilt be thine,** he cned ; 

** Tancred, meet thou the ruffian Saracen, 

Repress his fury, and abase his pride.'* 

In Tanored's face I wijuld you had descried 
What exultation shone, what boldness glowed ; 

Proud to be named the* antagonist defied,' 

He called for helm and steed ; his steed bestrode ; 

And straight with numerous friends from forth the* entrench- 
tnents rode. 
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XXVI. 

Within al)0\vshot of the ample field 
Wherein Argantes for his champion stayed, 

On the near hill, upgazing, he beheld 
The warlike figuie of his Persian maid : 

White were the vests that o'er her armour strayed, 

As snows on Alpine glaciers, and her face, 

(Por she her vizor had thro\yn up), displayed 
Grandeur sublime so sweetening into grace, — 

' ?he region scoincd to him some heavonly-haunteil place, 
xxvii. 

He noted not where the Circassian reared 
Uis frightful face to the atlronted skies. 

Hut to the hill-top where his Love appearedi 
Turned, slackening hia quick pace, his amorous eyes, 
Till he stood steadfast ns a rock, all ice 
Without, all glowing heat within ; — the sight 
To him was as the gates of Paradise ; 

And from his mind the momorj^ of the fight 
Passed like a summer cloud, or dream at morning light. 

XXVIH. 

The' impatient Pagan, seeing none appear 
In iict preparative for battle, cried : 

“ Desire of gallant conflict brought mo here; 

Come forward one, and let the tilt he tried." 

Still Tailored stood as he were stupificd ; 

The hero's shout broke not his thoughtful trance ; 

But Otho, striking in his courser's side 
HSs shining rowels, bravely made advance 
' First id the vacant lists, and couched his eager lancis;. 

XXIX. 

He was of those whose ardent liope and aim 
It was with fierce Argantes to have fought ; 

To Tancred he indeed resigned his claim, 

And with the rest that Prince to battle brought ; 

But noticing him now, absorbed in thought. 

Fail the desired advantage to employ, — 

Seeing the tourney he before had sought 
Free to his lancc, the bold impatient boy 
Seizvd on the oficred chsaice with rash and greedy joy. 
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XXX. 

Swift as the tigor or voracious pard 

Springs through the crasliing forest, Otho pressed 

To the stout Mussulman, who, on good guard, 

Laid his treinciidoiis spear in sudden reso : 

Then Tancred first awoke ; then from tlie zest 
Of amorous thoir^lits as from a sweet dream started; 

And criivl, “ The fight is mine ! his course arrest !” 

But the young ehamjiion now too far had darted 
Within tlie lists, to he from his opponent jiarted. 

XXM. 

Then'witli Ik* stayed, whilst wrath and crimson shame 
Olowed on liis cIkyIc, and in his bosom hoilod, 

Deeming it worse tluin falsehood to his fame, 

Thus of the field’s fir^t risks to he hegniled : 

Meantime in mid eaveer the hardy (niildo 
Strurk (lie (Circassian’s hiirganet, and tore t 
The tcadu'i’s from its crown; hut he, half wild, 

With nakc'd spear implacnhle for gore, [bore, 

(iuite clove his liedci’oss shic*ld, and through tin' hroast-platc 

xxxii. 

.Puslied from his seat hv nulcnesa of th(‘ i»lo\v, 

Tlie ('Jhristian fell, half si ‘useless from tin* sliock ; 

But his more vigorous ami athletu* foe 
Bore it unbowed, impassive as a rock ; 

And thus began the prostrate knighl to mock, — 

Fiei'eii was his gesture, insolent Ins ioiu?, — 

“ Yield tlicc my slave ! where proudest nobles flock, 

*T will be enough for thy rcnywii, to own 
That thou hast fought willi me, and thus been overtlirow'n !” 

XXXIII. 

“No !” said the youth, “not quite so soon w’c use 
To yield our arms and ardour on eoinmand : 

Let others as tliey list my fall excuse, 

I will revenge it, or die sword in hand !” 

Fierce as Alecto, pitilessly grand, 

With all the Gorgon raging in his face. 

And breath like that of Ate’s flaming brand, 

Argantes said,. “ And scorn’st thou my good grace f 
Learn then my power!" he spoke, and sjieaking spurned the 
Diace. 
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XXXIV. 

His rampant steed he drove at him, nor heeded 
What to his chivalry was due ; the Frank 
From the rude onset, quick as thought, receded, 

And dealt, in passing, at his dexter flank 
A stroke so strong, that through his armour sank 
Tlie sword, incarnadine with blood ; — the ground 
Some rosy drops of the libation drank ; 
lint wdiat availed it to inflict a wound 
That raised the coiiquerer's rage, and left his vigour sound ? 

XXXV, 

He eul-bod his eoiirsor, whirled him round, bore back. 

And almost in the twinkling of an eye, 

iCre Ins cliarged foe could guard against the’ attack, 

Trampled liim down in grim ferocity : 

Short drew his bre^ath ; (|iiiverod in egony 
His logs, and witii a faint, lamenting siiriek 
He swoonecl away ; now low behold him li^^ — 

On the hard earth thrown panting, bruised, and weak; 

Half closed the langniil eye, and pale the snUoring cheek. 

XXXVT. 

Argantes, drunk with rag(», enforced his way 
Witii high enrvettings o’er his victim’s chest; 

And cried, “ Ja-t all ]»roinl knights obedience pay, 

Like him whom (hus my liorse's hoofs have pressed:” 
Undaunted 'J'aiUTod in his manly breast . 

At this barbarhf action could restrain 
liis wrath no longiT; shaking his black crest, 
ll(* forward spurred, ambitious to regain 
Hi.s wonted fame eclipsed, and' clear its recent stain. 

XXXVII. 

“ And oh,” lie cried, advancing, “ spirit base ! 

K'cn in thy conquests, iiifiunous ! wiiat meed, 

What title to esteem, what claim to praise 
Hop’st thou, accurst, from sucli a villain’s deed ! 

With Arab robbers or the like fierce breed 
Of rutfiaiis, surely thou wert bred*; — away ! 

Back to rhy loathed den of darkness speed ; 

Midst liills and woods go raven for thy prey 
With other wolves by niglit, more savage far tlian they V* 
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XXXVIII. 

The Pagan Lord, to such aflronts unused. 

Bit both liis lips, wrath s strangled oratoi-s ; 

He would have spoke, but only sounds confused 
Broke forth, such sounds as when a lion voars ; 

Or, as wheti lightning cleaves the stormy doors 
Of heaven, to rouse from its reluctant rest 
The thunder growling as the tempest pours ; 

For every wonl whicii he witli pain expressed, 

Escaped in tones as grlitf, from his •infuriate breast. 

XXXIX. 

When by ferocious threats they each had fired 
llis rival's pride, and fortified his own. 

Some paces back they rapidly retired, 

And met) like two black clouds logctlicr blown. 

Queen of the Lyre! •down from tliy Delphic throne 
Descend with all thy talismans and charms ; ^ 

Breathe in my ringing shell thy hoarsest tone. 

That to their rage attemperod, its alarms 
May w'ith the shock, repeat the clangour of their arms I 

XL. 

Both placed in rest, and levelled at the face 
Their knotty lances ; — ne’er did tiger s s])ring, 

Xor ardent charger in tlie rushing race, 

Match their swift course, nor bird of swiftest wing : 

Here Tancrcd,^herc Argautes came ! — ^to sing 
The force with which they met, would ask the cry 
Of angels, — sudden the siiocked helmets ring ; 

Their spears are broke ; and up to the blue sky 
A thousand lucid sparks, a thousand shivers fly. 

XLI. 

That shrill blow shook Earth’s firm volubil ball ; 

The mountains, sounding as the metals clashed, 

Passed the dire music to the towers, till all 
The City trembled ; but the shock, which dashed 
Both steeds to earth, as each for anguish gnashed 
Its teeth, and shrieked its noble life a^vay. 

Scarce bowed their haughty heads ; they, unabasheay 
Sprang lightly up, war’s perfect masters they, 

Drew their gold-hilted swords and stood at desperate bay 
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XLII. 

Warily deals each warrior’s arm its thrust, 

His foot its motion, its live glance his eye ; 

To various guards and attitudes they trust ; 

They foin, tliey aloof, now nigh. 

Recode, advance, wheel, traverse, and pass by, 

Tlireat where they strike not, where they threat not, dart 
The despijrate pass ; or, with pcrce[)tion sly, 

Free to the foe leave some uliguarded part, 

Then his foiled stroke revenge, with art deriding art. 

XLTTI. 

Prince Tancred’s thigh the Pagan knight perceives 
Rut ill ilefended, or by shield or sword ; 

He hastes to strike, and inconsiderate leaves 
His side luishlehlod as lie strides abroad; 

Tancred failed not Instiiujtlvoly to wai^d 

The stroke, beat back the Aveapon, and, inspired 

AVith eager liope, the guardloss body gored ; 

AVhich done, of either gaxiiig host admired, 

' He nimbly back recoiled, and to his ward retired. 

' XLIV. 

The fierce Argantes, when he now beheld 
Himself in his own gushing blood baptized, 

In una(3ciistoui(Ml horror sighed and yelled, 

AVith shame discountenanced, .and Avith pain surprised ; 
And, both by ragv; and sulTering agonised, 

Raised Avith his voice his sword aloft, to quit 
The shar]) rebuke ; but Tancred, Avell advised 
Of his intent, afresh the’ assailant smit, 

AV'hcre to the nervous arm the shoulder-blade was knit. 

XLV. 

As in its Alpine forest the grim boar, 

Stung by the hunter’s arrow, from its haunts 
Flics in the la(jc of all his sliafts to dare 
Death for the wild revenge, no peril daunts ; 

Just so the mad Circassian fiires, so pants 
For blood, as thus the foe his soul besots, 

When shame on shame, and wound on wound he plants ; 
And his revenge his wrath so keenly whets, 

That he all danger scorns, and all defence forgets. 
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XLVI. 

Joining with courage keen a valour rash, 

And untired strength with unexampled might, 

He sliowors his strokes so fast, that the skies flash, 

And earth e'en trembles in her wild al 
No time has the alarmed Italian knight 
To deal a siiigie blow ; from such a shower 
Scarce can he shield himself, scjivcc breathe ; no sleight 
Of arms is there to' assun; his life an liour 
From the man’s headstrong haste and brute gigantic power. 

XLVIl, 

* 

Collected iu himself, he waits in vain 
Till the first fury of the sliirm be past ; 

Now lifts his moony targe; now i*ouud the plain 
Fetches his skilful eirelc‘s, far and fast. ; 
liut when lie see.'> the Pagan’s fierceness last 
Through all delay, his own proud blood takes fire ; 

Aiul, staking all his fortunes on the cast, 
lie whirls his sword in many a giddy gyre, 
ll(3quiting strength with strength, and answering ire with ire, 

XLViir. 

Judgment and skill are losi in rage; rage gives 
llc?seritment life ; fresh toreo resent incut leads; 

Where falls the stool, it tdther bovc^: or eh'aves 
Cliainplate or mail ; ])himo.s slii/or, metal bends, 

Helms crack, iitiid not a stroke, in vain'deseemU ; 

Tlie ground is streNved with anuour hewn asunder. 

Armour with blood, with niliy blood sweat blonds ; 

Each smiting sword a^ipears a w hirling wonder, 

Its flasii the lightning’s fire, its sullen clang far thunder. 

XLIX. 

Both gazing nations anxious hung suspended 
Upon a spectacle so wild and new; 

With fear, with hope the issue they attended. 

Some good or ill perpetually iu view ; 

Not the least beck or slightest whisper flow 
Mid the two hosts so Ifltely iu commotloQ ; 

All nerve alone, all eye, all ear, they grew 
Fixt, mute, and soundless as an evc-liiUed ocean, 

Save what the beating heart struck in its awful motion. 
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L. 

Now tired were both ; aiid both, their spirits spent, 

Had surely perished on the field of fight, 

Had not dim eve her lengthening shadows sent, 

And e’en of nearest tilings obscured the sight; 

And now on either side in ajipositc 
Array, a reverend herald rose, and sought 
From the keen strife to separate each his knight; 

This Aridos, Pindoro that, who brought 
Of late the’ insulter’s boast, and terms on which they fouglit. 

LI. 

Safe in the sacred laws of nations kcj)t 
Religiously from hallowing age to age, 

The sw'ords of both they dare to intercept 
Witli their pacific scejitres, and tlie sage 
Pindoro sjioke, “Suspend, my sous, your rage: 

Equal your glory, equal is your might; 

No longer then the’ iiivet(*rato warfare wage, 

Nor with rude sounds unamiahlo alFright 
Rashly the holy oar of quiet-keeping Night! 

5 a. 

“Lulled in soft rest by night each creature lies; 

Man should but toil while shines the daily sun, 

And noble bosoms will but lightly pi*ize 
E’en noble deeds in silent darkness doiu;.” 

Aigantcs then : “To quit the strife begun . 

Pleases me ill, though darkness ride the air ; 

Yet w'oi'thior far will be my conquest won 
Beneath the eye of day ; then let him swear, 

Here for fresh proof of arms agjiiii to make repair.” 

LIll. 

To whom the high Italian : “ Thou too plight 
Thy promise to return and bring with thee 
Thy captive to the lists, or ne’er, proud knight, 

Look thou for other time than tins from me.” 

Thus swear they both by what may holiest be ; 

And the choice heralds meditate what time 
May best subserve the combat ; they decree, 

(Considerate of their wounds) the hour of prime, 

When the sixth moroing’s breeze sheds coolness through the 
clime. j 2 
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LIV. 

This dreadful battle loft in evoiy heart ^ 

Deep liorror, mighty 'vvouder, aud chill fear, 

Which cannot he forgot, nor soon depart, 

And oi^en gloDin and counterfeited cheer. 

The force and valour shown by eitiier peer 
Alone the talk of all empJo^^cd — how well, 

And stubbornly they fought; but which with clear 
Pre-ciniiienco of p(jwer did most ox(;el, 

Perplexed the vulgar 'thought ; in- sooth no tongue could tell, 

LV. 

All wait in sliarp anxiety to see 

What fate wdlJ crown the strife! ; if rage shall quail 

J‘o the calm virtue of jnire chivalry. 

Or giant strength o’er hardihootl ]M*ovail : 

Hut deepest cares trnd doubts distract the pale 
And sensitive Erminiji ; her foml heart 
A thousand agonies and fears assail; 

Since, on the cast of war’s uncertain dart, 

Hangs the sw eet life she loves, her soul’s far dearer part. 

Lvr. 

She, daughter to ("assanc), who the crown 

WfU'oof iiiip(‘nal Antioch, in the hour 

When the 11uslu‘d (’hn.>tians won tic: .stu]»boni town, 

With other booty h 11 in Taiicrc d’s ])owcr : 

Hut he received her as scmie sa,cred tlower, 

Kor harmed her slii inking leaves ; midst outrage keeu 
Pure and inviolaUj was her virgiu-bf»wcr; 

And her he (iaused l<; be Jittciidcd, ti’en 
Amidst her ruined realnis, as an uiKpicstioned queen. 

LVII. 

’I’lic generous knight in every act and word 
Hononrinl her, S(!rve<l her, soothed her deep distrei.y^ 

(ilave her hi*r freedom, to her charge rcst(»red 
Her gems, her gohl, and bade her still f)r)s.sf‘.^s 
He r ornaments of price : the sweet Princess, 

Seeing what kingliness of s])irit shined 
In his engaging form and frank a<ldrcss, 

Was touclied with love; and never did Love bind 
With his most charming chain a more devoted mind. 
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ihiis, though in person free, her spirit ever 
Remained his willing thrall ; and many a tear. 

Many a last look, many a vain endeavour, 

It cost lier to depart from one so dear, 

And quit her blissful cage ; but shame austere, 

And princely cliastity, wliosc least command 
The high-souled lady ever must revere, 

Forced her to take h(jr aged mother's hand, 

And an asylum seek in some far friendly land. 

LIX. 

To towered JerusalcMn she came, and there 
Was richly entertained ; but 't was her doom, 

Too soon the sable vests of woo to wear, 

And plant the cypress round her motlior's tomb; 

But not the grief, the sickness, and the gloom, 

. Not all that J)itter exile could insjurc, 

From her delicious chock might brush the bloom, 

The rosy bloom of amorous desire, 

Or qii(*iich in her soft lieart pure Passion's lingering fire. 

LX. 

She loved, she glowed, ])oor girl ! and yet was far 
From liappy, for her love hoped no return; 
fiideed she turned far ofbmer to the star 
Of Memory, than of Hope ; as in an urn 
Hiding within her breast the tlw)Uglits tliaiburn 
Fici .*st in secret ; to foment the llaino, 

Vain as it was long her solo concern; 

Till with the war to Salem, .Taiicred came, 

And Hope again Hashed forth like lightning through her frame* 

LXI. 

Others beheld with gloom and pale dismay 
Such tameless numbers to the plain advance : 

But her dark looks at once grew bright, and gay 
Slie marked the banners float, the wdiite plumes dance; 
And rolled throughout the host an eager glance, 

The generous liero of her lieart to see ; 

Oft the vain search her sadness would enhance; 

Yet oft she recognised him, in fond glee 
Shook her rich locks, and said : “ That, that indeed is he ! ” 
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LXTI. 

Near to the walls, within the palace, soared 
A lofty tower antique, from whose steep height 
The eye at its own pleasant will explored 
The camp, the mountains, and tlje lield of fight; 

There would she sit from the first hour that light 
Bathed the grey huttlenieiits, till seas and skies 
Grew dark with the impurpling hues of night ; — 

There would she sit, fond drciuner ! with her eyes 
Turned to the (fiiristian camp, and spend her soul in sighs. 

Lxrir. 

^^wtLS thence she viowed tliai battle, whose least blow 
Made her heart trcuibh' in its daintv <*<*11, 

And send its strong iuil>ations to and fro, 

As if in solemn tout* it tolletl the knell 
Of hope, and stJumleM to lier soul — ‘‘Farewell 
To TantM’od !” troubled thus, with fear profound 
She watched eaeh fortune that her knight betel; 

^ Aiid ever ajs the Fagan’s swonl fiew round, 
belt in her ovra lond heart and brain the* inflicted wound. 

LXJV. 

But when the fatal tidings r<*aehod her oar 
That the fierce eontlict must alVcsh be tried, 

Her sick blood cinvlled in its flow; biank fear 
A])pallod lier, and li(;r heart within iier died ; 

^ow she pouriXl forth wihl tears ; now sorely si'^lied; 
And now to unseen glooms stole, seeking there 
The strong convulsions or her soul to Iiide ; 

Grief in her gaze, ilistraetion in In^r air, 

She seemed the passi'/e slave and picture of Desjiair. 

LXV. 

And frightful shapes and images possessed 
The organs of her laiicy; typ<;s and themes 
More drear than death, if e er she sank to rest, 

Thronged to her sle<*p, and shook her midnight dreams : 
Now to her sight her loved (!!rusador seems 
Mangled and bleeding, or assaulted roars 
Tocher bis fond beseeching arms, and screams 
For her vain help ; till leaping with her fears. 

She wakes, and finds her eyes and bosom bathed with tears. 
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Jiul dread of future ills was not the worst 

Of her solicitudes ; rude visitings 

Of fancy thoughtful of his wounds unmirsod, 

Ilullled her soul,'' and loosed its silver springs ; 

Nor less each fresh report that Jliimour brings 

In her fallacious circuit, inagiiities 

Her pictu rings of unknown .and distant things, 

Till slie at length adiiiits the wild suriuise, 

That at the point of death her languid warrior lies. 

Lxvir. 

And as her niothor taught her in her youth 
The virtues f>f all herbs by saint or .sage 
For medic ''ulled, with all the charms that soothe 
Tilt* thrilling wound, and calm the fever's rage, — 

All art which from the Patriarchal Age 
• The East's prescriptive usages actcord 
To virgins o'(‘U of |)rineely parentage — 

With her own hand would she, of risk unawed, 

Tend, and to health restore tlie bruises of licr lord. 

LXVllI, 

To heal lier love wms her desire, to cure 
His foe her bitter task : she thought to seek 
Som<*times for [loisuiious herbs that might ensure 
His death; but Mieh malignant arts lier meek 
And ])ious liands recoiled from — she could: speak, 

Not execute the .scliome : but she might nurse 
At least the wish, her piety to pique, 

That some kind power the blessings would reverse 
Of all her balms and spells, and change them to a curse. 

LXIX. 

She had no fear to go midst adverse nations. 

Who was so nuich a pilgrim ; she had seen 
The anarchy of battle, desolations, 

Adversities, and slaughters ; and had been 
So tossed by Fate through each tumultuous scene. 
That now lier gentle mind a strength displayed 
That was not in its nature — fixed, serene ; 

No more to shake with every wind that played 
Amongst the midnight woods, nor shriek at every shade* 
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LXX. 

But moro than all, Love, headstrong Love, removed 
From her all sense of f(»ar : she would have faced, 

Devoid of terror, for the man she loved. 

The snakes and lions of the Lybian wiis'te, 

And deemed her passage sure ; but though in haste 
To please her will existence she disdained. 

She trembled lest her name should bo disgraced : 

Two ])otent rivals, Love and Honour, reigned 
Within lier maiden breast, and dubious strife inaintaince • 

LXXI. 

“ Beloved young Virgin,” Honour whispered, “ well 
Hast thou ])reserved my statutes to this hour ! 

Think how I kept, by mine immortal spell, 

Chaste thy fair limbs when in the spoiler’s power; 

Ami wilt thou, no\V that thou art free, the llowor 
Of holy Chastity imvvooed resign, ■ 

So closely troasur(‘d then ? beshrew thy bower ? 

How canst thou once indulge the dread design ! 

What thoughts, alas, what hopes, dear maid, are these of thine 

LXXIT. 

“ HokVst thou thy glory at a price so slight, 

The priceless glory of a maiden's fame, 

That thou must go, Love’s paranymph, by night 
Mid adverse hosts to court unquestioned shame ? 

‘ No,' the pro'll d victor coolly will exclaim, 

*Thou with thy throne thy dignity of mind 
Hast lost — a prize so worthle.ss I disclaim — 

Say, canst thou brook to bo by one so kind 
To some more vulgar feerc contemptuously resigned ? " 

LXXIII. 

Next Love, the flattering sophist, with a tongue 
Sweet as the nightingale's, lier soul beguiled ; 

“ Thou wert not, gentle maid, from rude rocks sprung, 

Or nursed by wild w'olves in the fruitless wild, 

That thou shouldst sqorn soft Cytlierea' s child, 

His admirable bow and dulcet dart, 

Forswearing bliss ; then blush not to be styled 
His votaress, young and charming as thou art — 

Heaven ne'er has cursed that form with an unyielding heart. 
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“ Go then where mild Desire thy steps invites ! 
Canst thou conceive thy victor harsh or vain, 

Who know’st how much thy grief liis grief incites, 
How thy complaints e'en move him to conijdain ? 

'T is not his harshness then, but thy disdain 
That thou shouldst deprecate, who with so slow 
An inclination mov'st to ease his pain : 

Thy virtuous Tancred dies, stern girl, and lo — 
Thou must be sitting here to aid his worthless foe ! 

LXXV. 

“ Yes, cure Argantes, that his sword may smite 
Thy benefactor to the dead ! what then, 

Wouldst thou thus cancel, wouldst thou thus requite 
The' unmeasured kindness of the best of men ? 

Canst thou once doubt, that the vile^Saracen 
Will fail on Tancred and on thee to bring 
Yet sharper pangs, restored to arms again ? 

Lot the mere dread and horror of the thing 
Suffice to speed thee hence as on the turtle's wing. 

LXXVI. 

“ It would be some humanity to stand 
His dutiful physician ! what delight 
Would it not bo to lay thy healing hand 
Upon the brave man’s breast ! how exquisite 
To watch, as at thy call, the roseate light r 
Of health descend with freshness to displace 
The pallid hues which now his beauty blight ; 

And on the colouring roses of Ins face. 

As on thine own rich gifts, admiringly to gaze! 

LX XVII. 

“ So shouldst thou share in all the after-fame 
Of his romantic exploits ; so should sweet 
And unreprovod caresses crown thy flame ; 

And prosperous nuptials make thy joy complete : 
Then into beauteous Italy, the seat 
Of high-born worth, thou go’st, a glorious bride ; 
Whilst Latin girls and mothers at thy feet 
Scatter young flowers, and point at thee with pride^ 
Seated in Taucred's car, like Love by Valour's side.** 
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Lxxvrii. 

With those light hopes, sweet simple girl, u[»huoycd, 
She fondly deemed all Paradise hei own ; 

Yet still a thousand doubts lier niiiid aiiiu>y(Ml — 

How could slio piss out through the gal<i‘s, unknown ; 
Por trurniiets at the least alarau were blown, 

And stationed guards paraded, wit hour [):ius(‘. 

The court, the streets, and rg,niparts of tli*‘ town ; 

Nor might the gates, by Aladiiie’s wise laws, 
lie night or day iinbii'rred, but on* some urgent cause. 

LXXTX. 

It was Erminia’s wont, long hours, to hold 
Converse with bi-ave (Uorinda : them tlu* sun 
Together viewed, as dovMi the skies ho rolled — 

Them, wh(‘n liis oriimt progress was begun ; 

And wlien his circuit through the heavens was run, 

On the same couch together they reposed ; * 

And all her thoughts aiui feelings save the one 
Her glowing spirit loved and mused on most, 

Were to the Persian maid familiarly disclosed. 

LXXX. 

This only secret to liorsolf alone 

She kept ; an<l if she did but once complain, 

Or unaw'ares let fall a sigh or groan, 

Straight she disguisinl it on pretence of jiain 
For her remonibered homo : so sh**ct the eb.iiii 
Of their connexion now" was grown, that ne’er 
Hid mute or maiden otler to restrain 
' Errninia's access to lior, whatsoe'er 
Might be the^ immediate theme that claimed their Lady’s 
care. 

LXXXI. 

She came one eve — Clorinda was away, — 

Yet pensive she sat down, and inly weighed 
Each mode of art by which she iniglit essay 
The so-much-wished denarture, unbetrayed ; 

There whilst a thousand thoughts her mind, unstayed 
In its designs, revolved, nor could decide 
Which to adopt, by the mild light that played 
On the white walls, suspended she descried 
Clorinda’s arms and vest : she saw them and she sighed s 
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And sighing, thus exclaimed : Heroic dame, 

How envy I thy fortune ! not that thou 
Art lovely in thy miglit, — ^not for the fame 
And vaunt of thy wild beauty, Dearest, no ! 

But thee no envious cell restrains ; no flow 
Of cumbrous garments curbs thy stops, — thy weeds 
Are of the beaten silver : thou canst go 
By night or day wliere'cr thy humour leads ; 

No fear thy course controls,* no baslifulness thy deeds. 
LXXXIIl. 

“ Ah, wherefore did not Heaven to me accord 
A strengrh like hers ; then might T change the veil 
For the plumed helm, the quiver for the sword, 

And pall of purple for the shirt of mail : 

Then neither thunder, lu‘at, nor hoai*y hail 
. Should mow»my love within these towers of.stone : 

But or in ojieii day, or by the jmle 
Bure planet of the night, would I begone, 

Armed, to the Cluistian eaiup, alLoudod or alone. 

LXXXIV. 

“ Then thou, accurst Argautes, hadst not fought 
First with my lord : I would have sought the plain, 

And struck, perhaps a iu>blo conquest wrought, 

And liither brouglit my vassal to sustain, 

Forgc<l by revengeful Love, a red-rose cliahi 
Gay as the light, and ])layful as the air ; 

Charmed with that fond beguilemont of ray pain, 

I should have felt the bonds, he makes me wear, 

Sweet for my s(u*vant s sake, and passing light to bear. 

LXXXV. 

“ Or else bis hand the passage had exiilored 
To my poor heart, and piercing through iny breast. 

Ills kindly-cruel and unhinder(*d sword 

Had cured the wound his imago there impressed ; 

Then would my \veary spirit l>o at^rest ; 

Perchance the victor, piteous of my doom, 

With one kind tear my obsequies had graced ; 

Raised the lone urn, and o'er my early tomb 
Bade the green cypress wave, tlie’ unwithering laurel bloom. 
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“ Alas, I dream wild things ! what have I said J 
My thoughts arc in a maze of follies lost : 

Shall I then stay, lamenting, yet afraid 
To act, like a 'weak slave or shivering ghost T 
I w'ill not ! no ! mount, spirits, to your post ! 

My bold heart, fortify my timorous cheek ! 

Can I not use those arms for once ? at most, 

It is but a brief hardship that 1 seek; 

Can I not bear their weight, though tender, faint, and weak? 

LXXXVII. 

“ I can ; I will ; true Love will make me strong, — 

Love gives the weakest strength : e*cn the tame deer, 
Pricked by his kindly heat, to battlg throng 
In antlered vigour, without care or fear : 

1 have no wish indtvd with helm or spear 
To war, like thorn ; but only, by their rape, ^ 

Like my beloved Cloriiida to appear ; 

If I of her but take the armed shape, 

Beneath the pleasant fraud I make my sure escape. 

LXXXVIII. 

“ The warders will not dare but ope for her 
Tlie portal-gates, and a fre(‘ [Kiss allow ; 

I think again tio other means occur ; 

This method only can avail my \ow. 

O, gentle Lovt ! in this sharp nceci, do tliou 
Favour iny flight, as thou iiisjur’st my wit; 

And Fortune, stand benignant ! even now 
Prove I your power, — this is^the time most 
Whilst yet Clorinda s cares the masked attempt permit” 

LXXXIX. 

Thus, fixed was her resolve ; delay was none ; 

By the rash fervour of her passion swayed, 

From her friend’s near apartment to her own, 

Clorinda’s arms she secretly conveyed, — 

For at her entrance each attendant maid 
Betired, and she remained alone ; wliilst Night, 

Blind patroness of thefts and frolics played 
By gentle lovers, favourer of her flight, 

Bose o'er tlie silent world, and hid the spoils from sight* 
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She, vphen she saw the bloom of sunset fade. 

And Love’s pale star put forth its sparkling 
No moment of her precious time delayed, 

But sent a secret summons for her scpiire, ^ 

And for her favourite maid, in whose entire 
Devotion to her person she reposed 
Implicit trust : to them her strong desire 
To cjuit the* invoatod city slic disclosed ; 

But feigned that otlier cause the timeless step imposed# 

xci. 

Quick was the squire, and active to provide 
What for t'he journey lie conceived was meet ; 

Whilst young Erioinia laid her vests aside. 

That hung for pomp below her graceful feet ; 

And to her flowered cymar disrobed* complete. 

Never did \yrgiii bride a shape display 
So elegantly slender; charms so sweet 
Surpass the power of fancy to ]iortray : 

Prompt staiuls the favourite maid ]\er Lady to arrayr 

\CII. 

The hard cold stciel oppresses and offends 
^ Her ilelicate smooth neck and golden hair ; 

Her arm, iim*qual to the burden, bends 
Beneath the huge shield she aspires to bear ; 

Armed, the bright Virgin cast a (lazzling glare, 

And fashioned her nice step and aspect mild 
To a j)voiid stride and military air; 

Love near her clapped his little wings, and smiledi 
As when in female weeds Alcides ho beguiled. 

XCIII. 

Oh, how fatiguing every moment grew 

The’ lUKMpial weight! how slow' her faltering pace! 

Faint to her handmaid for support she drew, 

And by her help moved onward a short space; 

But Love renews her spirits, bright hopes brace 
Her sinews strengthening as lior fear abates ; 

So that at length they reach the chosen places 
Where the mute Squire for their arrival waits. 

Vault on their steeds, and seek at once the gua^ed gates. 
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Disguised they went, the least-frequented ways 
Selecting well ; yet passed they many a baud 
Of soldiers under arms, and saAV the blaze 
Of biekering armour flash on cvtjry hand ; 

Dut none of tliose they met with, durst withstand 
Their uncoinTnissione<l i>rogrGss, nor presume 
E'en to require tlie signal of command ; 

Awed they passed on, for through the evening gloom 
All knew the silver arms and drou(.lod tigress plume. 

xov. 

Enuinia, though this homage had dispersed 
The strongest of her <lonbts, was ill at e;ise ; 

Still for her bold design she feared the worst ; 

And heard discovery m»uiuI in every breeze. 

But now the jiortals^of the town she sees ; 

Chocks her aUrin, and in commanding state , 

Boldly confronts the keeper of the keys ; 

“ For Aladini* ! she cries, “ unbar the gate ! 

Heave t!ie portcullis up I the liuur is waxing late.” 

xcvi. 

Her female tone and form give ailded power 
To the masked fraud ; (^for who woukl think to see 
Armed and in saddle?, at so dusk an hour, 

A gentle lady of her high degree ?) 

So that the gu^rd obeys at once, aiid she. 

With the two ]n'ossod attendants that j)artake 
Her flight, jiroceeds ; for full security 
Bcsolvud to thread the vales, ^ by bush and brake 
Gliding in noiseless stealth, Jong winding tracks they take, 

XCVII. 

But when Erminia saw herself at last 

Deep in the lonely vales, she curbed her steed; 

For her first peril she accounted past, — 

And well aware that she had now no need 

For apprehension, gave attentive hoed 

To the still voice of prifQcnce, which, she grieved. 

Had been in her desire's impetuous speed 
Passed by unheard : her access she perceived 
Would prove more hard to win, than she at first believed. 
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She- now perceived the folly of a flight 
In borrowed arms auiid her angry Ibes ; 

Nor, on the other liand^ till to the knight 
She came, would ^he lier rank or n<ame disclofse ; 

But, secret and reserved as the iiioss>rose 
In its enfolding leaves, w'ould first acquire 
Pledge of deserved reception ; whence she goes 
More gently o'er the grass, and her desire. 

Lowered to tjool caution's key, thus trusts to her sure squiru 

XCJX. 

“ My faithful servant ! thee have 1 designed 
For my precursor ; but be swift and wise : 

Haste to the cam]), and some auxiliur find 
^ To introduce tlico where Prince Tailored lies; 

*^im of my coininuf Iranqiiilly apprise : 

. 'lay, ‘That ajuhing lady comes to jioiir 
bi in his wounds, aii<l on liis grace relies 
X >r peace, wliom warring has wounded sore; 

So I- .ay our iiuitiial gilts our mutual ease restore ! 

c. 

, “ * (Jne, who on him does such full trust repose, 

■ 'JliJii in his hands she [(‘ars nor w'roiig nor scorn 
This only — to his jiriMite ear disclose, 

And if he wishes uught beside to learn, 

Tell nothing, nothing know, but straight re^-urn; 

I (for the sjiot a sense of safety brings) 

Will meanwliile in the valley make sojourn 

This said, her laitliful herald foi*ward springs ; 

And scours the vale as Uiuugh endued with actual wings. 

ci. 

With such a dexterous skill iiis aim he WToiight, 

He won the jealous sentries, jiassed them clear, 

’ And to the warrior on his couch was brought, 

Wlio lieard the message wdth delighted car. 

Left to himself, the* astonished cavaher 
Lay full of thought, aud in his fanc]^ weighed 
^ A thousand doublfiil things, by hope and fear 
At once possessed : the answer which he made 
Was, tliat she safe might come, and secret as the shade* 
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But she meanwhile impatient, in whose eyes 
Each moment s(;emod an age, to earo a prey, 

Counts to herseir eaeh separate step, and cries, 

“ Now ho arrives, now speaks, now hastps away;"* 
Next she uphi‘ai<U his indolent delay; 

Chides his unusual want of diligence ; 

And, weary gri)wii of his eternal stay, 

Spurs till slie gains the nearcist eminence, 

VVheiice her dilating 6ye discerns the distant tents. 

CIJI. 

On high were the eh^ar stars ; the gentle Hours 
Walked el<nidle8s through the galaxy of space, 

And the ealrn moon n»se, lighting iij) the flowers 
With frost of Jiving pearl: like Iut in grace, 

The’ enamoured ml^vl from her illumined face 
lleflected light wln‘n/er she chanced to rove; 

And mmle the silent Si)irit of the place, 

Till* hilts, tlje mel:im*holy moon above, 

And the dumb valleys round, familiars of her love. 

CJV. 

Seeing the (Vimp, she 'vvhisj)ered ; ^'0 ye lair 
Italian tents! h(»\v amiable ye slunv I 
The !>reiithing wimis that sm-h refresimiont bear» 
Uiivibh \\\y soul, tor ’tis from you they Mow ! 

So may rclenfing Ihsavon on me bestow, — 

On me, by froxMud Fate so long distressed, — 

A chaste repose from ^veai'ine.ss and svot», 

As ill your comjiass only lies my quest; 

As ’tis your arms alone can gi\e my spirit rest. 

rv. 

“ Ihiceive me then, and in you h t me find 
Love's gen do voice, which s])oke of pity, true; 

And that delightful music of the mind, 

AFhieh in iny blest captivity I drew 
From my lord’s nicrey ; patronised by you, 

1 have no wish to re-obtain and wear 
My regal crown, — adieu, vain pomps, adieu ! 

Enough for me if Tanered grants my prayer ; 

More bleat in you to serve, than reign a queen elsewhere. 
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CVI. 

Ah, little does she think, while thus she dreams, 

What is prepared for her by Fortune’s s|)ite ! 

She is so placed, that the moon’s placid beams 
In line direct upon her armour light ; 

So far remote into the shades of night 
The silver splendour is conveyed, and she 
Surrounded* is with brilliancy so bright, 

That whosoe’er might chance her crest to see, 

Would of a trutl) conclude il; must Clorinda be. 

evil. 

And, as Fate willed, close couched in the high fern. 

In stations due of distance interposed, 

Two bravo Italian brothers, Polyphorno, 

And, paramount, Alcauder, had (lisposod 
Full fifty youtlis, the flower of Tanerbd’s host, 

^ To intercept •the Saracens’ suj)ply 

Of flocks and herds from the Arabian coast ; 

Erminia’s servant but e.scap4.‘d tlutir eye 
By his long winding track, and siieod in gliding by. 

cvm. 

Watchful young Polypherne, whoso aged sire 
Before his eyew (Florinda lately slow, 

, 'Saw the white arms, the teminine attire, 

"j And the charged helmet for (‘lorinda’s knew; 

Hash and unguarded in his Avrath, he drew ' 

I His urgeil attendants from the covert near ; 

1 And, as on lire for vengeance forth he flew, 

I Slibutcd aloud, “ ’Tis well ; ih^ath waits thee here !” 
^Vnd laueed, hut lanced in vain, his formidable spear. 

CIX. 

As when a liind, inflamed with fervid thirst 
Se<‘king the cool refreshing fountains, sees 
A clear spring gushing from a crag, or burst 
Of some cascade o’erliowered with leafy trees,— 

If, while she thinks to taste the shade at case. 

And quaff the waves up that so sweetly roar, 

The hunter’s horn, sounds shrilly in the breeze, 

Back, back she rushes, nor remembers more 
Tlie faintness, thirst, and heat, that fired her limbs before 

K 
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Cl. 

So she, who thought in Tancred’s pure embrace 
To quencli the love wliich she began to find 
Inflame her heart, and, anchored on his grace, 

To woo repose to her so weary mind, 

Hearing the clang of weapons on the wind, 

And the loud menace of the hunters armed 
To til wart her pleasures, tremblingly resigned 
Thought of the joy that wooed, the wish that warmed^ 
And spurred Iut eour'sev back, distracted and alarmed. 

CXI. 

Away the Princess flies, her snorting steed 

Trampling with swift intclligontial foot 

The echoing soil ; with imitative speed 

Plies too h(*r liaiidmaiil, while wdtli ste]>s less fli‘ot 

The troop ])ursue ; ..ud now the squire discreet 

With his untimely tidings comes in sight 

Of t lie ])ale maul, ]Uircoivos her in retn^at, 

A ml, ])rossod, participates her dubious flif;ht; 

Wide o'er the plains tlu‘y speed, diversely driven by frigiit. 

CM I. 

Put the more wdse Alcander, thougii lie too 
Had tiio same eonnterfeit ('’lorindu seen, 

Would not the' already chidh nge*! maid pursue. 

But Ue])t still close within his leafy sereeu; 

And sent to say, that through the \ alleys green 
Nor flee(ty sheep had passe* I, nor lowing steer; 

And that no foe had interwpted been, 

But strong Clorinda, who inqtanio fear 
Fled from his brother s call and close pursuing spear : 

CXIII. 

And that ho could not reasonably conceive 
That she, the Lady Chieftain of the laud, 

Not a mere w^arriorcss, wouhl choose to leave 
The town at such an hour, but on some grand 
And hardy enterprise, |br mischief planned 
Against the camp; yet, ere he shifted thence. 

He looked for Godfrey’s counsel or command ; 

The scout that brought the news of these eventSa 
Passing) divulged it first amid the' Italian 'tents. 
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CXIV. 

TaDcred, who yet had scarce the doubts allayed 
Raised by the message which the Syrian bore^ 

Thinks, what if for my sake the courteous maid 
Risks her dear life ! ah, ^hat if all bo o’er ! 

He leaps from oKT his couch, assumes no more 
Than half his arms, in still and secret haste 
Climbs to his steed, the strange event to’ explore, 
And, following the clear footmarks freshly traced. 
Glides like a shooting star across the moonbright waste. 



A HOSPRABLK Bhephcrd entertains 
Forlorn F.rmlnla ; her nndaunt^il knlfftat 
Seeking the frighted damsel, In the truina 
Of false Anuld^ Is entrapped by sleight, 
ftayinond with proud Argautes dares the fight, 

And gains an Angel for his guard ; betrayed 
By rage to deepest risk, in helpless plight 
The Pagan stands, till Belzebnb, in aid, 
lUenda the two gailng hosts in uproar, stonn, snd shade. 
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I. 

Through the bromi shade of forests ivied o’er 
With age, •mean while, divine Erminia fled ; 

Her trembhng hand the bridle ruled no more ; 

And she appeared betwixt alive and dead. 

The steed that bore her with the’ instinctive drtjad 

Of danger, at its own wild mercy, tlirougli 

Such winding paths and bosky niazcf: sped, 

That it at length quite rapt her from the view ; 

BalHing the eager hopes of those that w'ould pursue. 

II. 

As when, after some long and toilsome chase, 

The hounds return, a sad and panting train, 

L<‘aving the prey it mocks their skill to trace, 

Lodged in some thicket from the open plain ; 

So, full of shame, rejjentmont ami disdain, 

Their far ])ursiiit the weary knights resigned f 
Yoj still the timid Virgin tied amain 
Througli the drear woods, disconsolate of mind, 

Nor once looked back to mark if yet they pressed behind. 

in. * 

All night she iled ; find all the day succeeding, 

Still without gui< lance or ri'llection. Hies 

O’er dale and hill, nought listening to, or heeding, 

But her own tears, but lier own mournful cries ; 

Till now, what^ime the sun, descending, dyes 
The clouds with crimson, leaving earth in sluidc, 

Fair Jordan’s lucid current slie descries ; 

There first her steed’s bewiltlored step she stJiyed ; 

Her bed the chill green bank, her bower the wild w oods made. 

IV. 

Kepast she yet had none; her only diet 
The food that sorrow from remembrance brings; 

But Sleep at length, jiain’s balm, and care’s sweet ([uict, 
O'er her closed eyes displays bis brooding wings ; 

Seals w'ith his opiate rod the many springs 
Of thought, and in serene oblivion steeps 
Her sense of grief; but foniis of visioned things 
Disturb her fluttering spirit whilst she sleeps, — 

...Still Fancy's pictured porch uusilcnced Passion keeps. 
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V. 

She slept, till in her dreaming ear, the bowers 
Whbpered, the gay birds warbled of the dawn ; 

The river roared ; the winds to the young flowers 
Made love ; the' blithe bee wound its dulcet horn : 

Boused by the mirth and melodies of morn, 

Her languid eyes she opens, and perceives 

The huts of shepherds on the lonely lawn ; 

Whilst seeming voices, 'twixt the waves and leaves 
Call back her scattered thoughts,— again she sighs and g^rievesi 

VI. 

Her plaints were silenced by soft music, sent 
As from a rural pipe, such sounds as cheer 
The Syrian shepherd in his sumiiier tent, 

And mixed with pastoral accents, rude but clear. 

She rose ; and gently, guided by hhr ear, 

Came wlie?e an old man on a rising ground 
In the fresh shade, his white flo(‘ks feeding near, 
'J\vig-baslcets wove, and listene(l to the sound 
Trilled by three blooming boys, wlio sate disporting round. 

VII. 

They at t])c shining of her silver arms 
Were seized at once with wonder and despair; 

But sweet Knninia soothed their vain alarms, 

Discovering her dove's eyes, and golden liair. 

“ Follow,” she said, “ dear innueciits, thd care 
Of favouring Heaven, your fanciful employ ! 

For the so formidable arms 1 bear, 

No cruel warfare bring, nor harsh annoy, 

To your engaging tasks, to your sweet songs of joy. 

VIII. 

“But, Father, say, whilst the destructive fire 
Of war lays waste the country wide and far, 

How live you free from militaiy ire. 

Beneath the charm of what benignant star ?” 

“ My son,” said he, “ from the rjide wrongs of war 
My family and flocks in this lone nook 
Were ever safe ; no fears ray quiet mar; 

These groves to the hoarse trumpet never shook ; ^ 

Calm rolls yon stately stream, calm flows each woodland brook. 
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IX. 

“Whether it be that Heaven protects in love 

The chaste humility of shepherd swaius, 

Or, as its lightnings strike the crag’s tall grove, 

But leave untouched the roses of the plains, — 

That so the wrath of foreign swords disdains 
To harm the meek head^ of the lowly poor, 

Aiming alone at lofty kings, — our gains 
Tempi not the greedy soldier to our door ; 

8afe stands our simple shed, despised our little store. 

X. 

“ Despised by others, but so dear to .me, 

That gems .and crowns I hold in less esteem; 

From pride, from avarice is my spirit free, 

And mad ambition’s visionary drcjim. 

My thirst I quench i/i the ])ellucid stream, 

Nor fear lest poison the pure wave pollutes ; 

With flocks my fields, my fields with herbage teem; 

My garden-plot supplies nutritious roots ; 

And my brown orchard bends with Autumn's wealthiest fruita. 

XI. 

“ Few are our wishes, few our wants ; Man needs 
But little to preserve the vital spark : 

These arc my sons ; they keep the flock tlicat feeds, 

And rise in the grey morning ivith the lark. 

Thus in my heinnit.ago I live ; now luark 
The goats disport amid the budding brooms ; 

Now the slim stags bound through the forest dark; 

The fish glide by ; the bees hum round the blooms ; 

And the birds spread to heaven the splendour of thoii plumes. 

XII. 

“ Time was (these grey hairs then were golden locks), 
When other wishes wantoned in my veins ; 

I scorned the simple charge of tending flocks, 

And fled disgusted from my native plains. 

Awhile in Memphis I abode, where reigns 
The mighty Caliph ; he admired my port, 

And m^e mo keeper of his flower-domains ; 

Ajad though to town I rarely made resort, 

Much have I seen and known of the intrigues of court. 
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XIII. 

** Long by presumptuous hopes was I beguiled, 

And many^ many a disappointment bore ; 

But when with youth false hope no longer smiled, 

And the scene palled that charmed so much before, — 

I sighed for my lost peace, and brooded o'er 
The' abandoned quiet of this humble shed ; 

Then, farewell State's jiroiid palaces ! once more 
To those delightful solitudes I fled ; 

And in their peaceful shades harmonious days have led.'* 

XIV. 

This liis discourse so sweetly did subdue 
The secret sorrows of the listening maid, 

T^ach word, descending to her heart like dew, 

The feverish passion of her soul allayed : 

That, when the measure slio had inly weighed — 

Her j)resent peace, and her so late dismay, — 

She stood resolved wirhiu the silent shade 
Of these sweet solitudes, at least to stay, 

Till for her safe return kind Heaven might smooth the vay 

\v. 

And thus replied : “ Oh fortunate and wise! 

^ Who hast thyself experioiicod, nor forgot 
The ills of eriiel fortune 1 if the skies 
Be nothing jealous of thy blissful lot, 

' Pity my woes, and to this pleasant spot . 

. Deign to receive mo, stung w'itli sorrow's smart ; 

In the safe shekor of thy welcome cot 
And these still shades, 1 may perhaps in part 
Lose the oppressive "weight that hangs around my heart ! 

XVI. 

“ And, if what crowds fall down to and adoro 
As idols, gold and jewels, thou shouldst prize, 

Rich e'en in ruin, 1 have here a store 
That well tliine utmost wishes may suflice.” 

Then, showering from her bright benignant eyes 
Tears like those dropt from heaven’s resplendent bo^ 

Fart of her history she told : with sighs 
And tears, in concord with her own that flow, 

The pitying shepherd heard the narrative of woo : 
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And straight, with all a father’s love and zeal, 

He took her to his heart, soothed her distress, 

And to his wife, w'hose heart alike could feel 
For others* sorrows, led tlie fair Princess,. 

Her arms she changes for a pastoral drc'ss,* 

And with rude ribbon binds her dainty hair ; 

Yet still, her graceful manner of address, 

Movement of eyes and steps the truth declare, — 

Was never woodland girl so delicately fair ! 

xviu. 

Those rustic weeds hitl not the princely fire 
And grandeur so instinctively her own ; 

In every action through her (juaint attire, 

The latent spirit of the Lady shone ; 

Whether she drove h*'r flocks to range alone 
The thymy down, or penned them in the fold ; 

Or to wild ditties sung in mournful tone, 

The dulcet cream in churns revolving rolled, 

Till firm the fluid fixed, and took the tinge of gold. 

XIX. 

Oft when her flocks, from .summer’s noontide rays, 

Lay in cool shades o’orarched hy gadding vinos, 

She carved on beeches and immortal hays 
Her Tancred’s name, and left the mossy pines 
With sad inscriptions flourished, silent signs 
Of the unhapj)y flame hcjr fancy fed ; 

And wlien again she saw her own fond lines, 

As she the melancholy fragmc/its read, 

Fresh tears of grief unchecked Ium* lovely eyes would shed 

XX. 

And wee))ing she would say ; “ For ever be, 

0 ye dear trees, historians of my woe ! 

That Avljen two faithful lovers rest, like me, 

In the cool shade your verdant bouglis bestow, 

Their hearts wdth generous sympathy may glow; 

And, as this volume of my griefs they view, 

Say to t]icmsc]vc.s, • Ah, never may we know 
Her pangs, poor maid ! ’tis hard a love so true 
Should be so ill rej)aid bv Love and Fortune too !’ 
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XXI. 

•• Perhaps, if Heaven benignly hears the vow 
And prayer afiectionate of girls unblcst, 

He who cares nothing for Erminia now, 

May wander to these woods, wlierc buried rest 

Her virgin relidi, early dispossessed 

Of life’s ])urc hrc, — may, glancing on my grave, 

White with spring's voilets, beat his manly breasiy 
And to my griefs — the first ho ever gave — 

Yield a few gracious tears, too late, alas, to save ! 

XXII. 

“ Thus, though in life most iniserablc, in death 
Bliss to my s]>int shall at least arise ; 

And my cold ashes, quickened by his breath. 

Enjoy what now my evil star denies." 

Whilst thus, the tears fast streaming f/om her eyes, 

^ To the deaf trees slie talked in fondest phi'ase, 

The' unconscious object of her ])laintive erics. 

As chance or froward fortune guides him, strays 
In search of her, far-olf, tlirougli dark and dreary ways. 

XXllI. 

Following the impress of her horse's hoof, 

He reached tlie neighbouring wood ; there brier and fern 
So choked the way, and from its leafy roof 
The chequered shade grew momently so stem. 

That he no more could 'mid the trees discern 
I The recent prints, but tlirough the gloom profound 
I Wandered perplexed; at almost every turn 
I Listening if, eluince, from the 4oep glens around, 
bf arms or trampling steeds his car might catch the sound. 

I XXIV. 

And if but the night breeze in beech or oak 
Shook the still loaves, if but a timid bird 
Sped through tile rustling boughs, from slumber 
Or fiercer creature in the thicket stirred, 

To the vague murmur instantly he spurred ; 

At length he issued from the wood's blind maze, 

And to a noise mysterious, which he heard 
Bemote—beneath the yellow moon’s bright rays, 
dode, till he hold the cause subjected to his gaze* 



154 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. GamoVIL 

XXV. 

A steep ho reached, where from the living stone 
Fell in full streams a beautiful cascade ; 

Which, curbed into a flood, went roaring on, 

And the whole valley like a garden made. 

Here he liis fruitless stops dejected stjiye^ ; 

Mo called — but Echo of liis eager cries 

Made mockery, vocal from the greenwood shade — 

None else ; meanwhile he saw — with tranquil eyes, 
Blooming with white and red the lujw Aurora rise. 

XXVI. 

He sighed, ho stormed, he angrily repined, 

And of his disappointment IleavtMi aooiise<l; 

But deepest vongoanoo vowed, if ho should And 
That the dear maid had boon at all abused. 

Back to the Camp jC length, wluoi ho had mused 
What step to take, his course he iixed to stoer, 

• Although the way was dubious and confused ; 

For well be know the statcnl time drew near, 

When he again should light the' Egyptian cavalier. 

XXVII. 

Through many a winding ]uith as he advanced, 

He heard the sound of lioofs ; nor was it l«>ng, 

Ere up the narrow vale in ]>rospcct, pranced 
One, courier-like, who sliook a waving thong; 

(lay at his sidu by chains of silvei hung 
An ivory horn, in our lialiau mode 
Across his shoulders negligently slung ; 

Tancred of him inquired the nearest road 
To Godfrey's camp, which strait the ready stranger sliowod ; 

XXVIII. 

Adding in Tuscan; “Thither am I bent. 

By Bohemond’s command ; ” the kniglit, this heard, 
Deemed him his iinclo s post, and with liLih went, 

In full reliance on his guileful word. 

They came at length to where, alike unstirred 
By breeze or storm, a stagnant lake embayed 
A castle ; huge the pile its w'aters gird : 

On the dark towers the sun one moment played, 

Then sndden sank to sea, and left the world in shade. 
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XXIX. 

Arrived, the courier blew his signal horn, 

Instant a drawbridge fell athwart the fosse ; 

Sir Knight,” he said, “ thou here canst rest till mor 
If Frank thou avl, or follower of the Cross ; 

These towers (5osenza’s Earl, with little loss. 

Three days since wrested from the Turk : *' the knight 
Gazed on the antique structure — grey with moss, 
Gloomy, yet grand it showed, of giant height, 

Nobly defenced by art, impregnable in sitf‘. 

XXX. 

A pile so strong, concealed, ho w^as afraid, 

Some secret treason or malignant eliarm ; 
liiit, to all risks aeeustouied, lie betrayed 
, Neither by sound nor sign the least alarm : 

For well ho trusted in his own right arm, 

Where’er by choice or Fortune led, to make 
Terms of c<mi[)let(‘ security from liarni ; 

Hut, pledged already, and his fame at stake, 

No fresh adventure now he (*ared to undertake, 

XXXI. 

Before the Castle, wli<'re in the green lea 
The draw’bridge ceased to span the sullen tide, 

Ife there.foni paused ; nor would persuaded be 
To follow o’er the tloo<l his wily guide. 

But now an armed warrior he dcsoriod 
On the pontoon of fien;e and .scurid ul mien ; 

^ Sublime his stature, haughty was his stride ; 

; In his right hand a naked sword was seen, 

; And thus he spake in terms decisive, stern, and keen, 
i XX UI. 

Oh thou whom choice cond uets, or fortune charms 
I To tread, beguiled, Armida’s fatal lands ! 

1 Think not of flight ; strip ofl' those idle arms, 

: And to her chains submit thine abject haiids. 

• Free to thy feet her guarded pala^jc stands, 

I The bliss to taste, the fealty to swear, 

! Which she to others offers, and commands : 

Look not to SCO heaven’s sunshine more, whate’er 
' Mav be thy youth of years, or hoariiiess of hair 
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XXXIII. 

‘‘ Unless thou swear her edicts to enforce, 

And with her other slaves to death pursue 
All Christas detested sons : " .at this discourse 
The knight regarded him, on closer view, 

The arms and accents recognised, and kne«v 
Rambaldo for his foe — the Gascon base, 

Who with Armida from the camp withdrew, 

Pagan became, and here to his disgrace, 

Maintained the evil rules and customs of the place. 

XXXIV. 

The pious warrior blushed with holy scorn, 

And answered ; ‘‘ Curst apostate ! know that I 
That Tailored am, wlio aye for Christ have boriio 
The warrior's weapon on my martial thigh. 

Strong in His strength, his rebels I defy, 

And tame ; as thou, if tlion but enterprise " 

Thy sword with mine, shalt surely testily ; 

For the just anger of the' insulted skies 
Has chosen this strong right hand thy treason to chastise.^ 

XXXV, 

Aghast at mention of his glorious name 

Stood the false knight, but cloaked his fear, and said ; 

^‘Ill-starred the hour when to these shores you came, 

In Eblis' halls to join the silent dead ! 

Here shall thj' crest be shorn, thy spirits slied 
To the last drop tliy heart's blood will I spill, 

And to your Captain send that haughty liead, 

In gift of grace, if but niv prow<‘ss still 
Be, what it ever was, consistent with mv will.” 

XXXVI. 

Whilst thus the P.agan spoke, the shades of night 
Shut up their view ; when swift, around, on high, 
Cressets, and lamps, and urns of golden light 
Filled the dusk element with brilliancy : 

Gay shone the Castle +o the' enchanted eye, 

As in a theatre the shifted scene, 

When gorgeous Tragedy sweeps sceptred by ; 

And in her lofty latticed bower, the Queen 
Unmarked spectatress sate, and smiled behind her screen. 



Cairo VJl. 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


157 


XXXVIL 

Meanwhile the Christian Chief begins to f t 
His arras and courage to the coming fig i , 

Nor oil his feeble courser wrill he sit, 

His foe on foot, bi^t generously aliglit. 

The foe comes covered with his buckler ; bright * 

The helmet glitters on his head, and bare 
Shines his raised scimetar in act to smite ; 

'Gainst him the Prince too flies, his worst to dare, 

Like thunder sounds his voice, his eyes like lightnings glare. 
XXXVllI. 

That, in wide circles wheels averse, in strict 
Defence of art, feigns, motions, falsilh^s ; 

This though late w^oiinds and faintness sore alliict, 

With bold impatience the near conflict plies ; 

And when his foe draws back, in quidt surprise 
, Springs with ^he utmost speed lie (*au command^ 

To intercept, or smite him as he Hies; 

Whilst ever and auou his active hand 
To tlie unguarded face directs its Hashing brand, 

X.XXI.N:. 

With yot more eagerness the Prince assails 
The vital parts, and every stroke ho »leals 
Quits with high threats ; the Gaseous courage fails, 

His cars ring inwai'd, and his blood congeals: 

Now hero, now tlu‘ri‘ in panic fear ho wdiecls, 

Litlie and alert as an assaulted snake ; 

With live eye circumspect his blows he steals ; 

And now with sword, now slneld, essays to make 
fhe knight's impetuous steel a slant direction take, 

XL. 

But he to \vard off harm is not so swift 
As that fierce foe is active to assail ; 

Battered his helm, his shield 's already cleft, 

And Ijored and bloody is his plated mail. 

Of Tancred’s meditated blows, none fail 
Of their effect, hot one descends in vain ; — 

Each keenly wounds ; the renegade turns pale. 

And his heart writhes at onae beneath the pain 
Ofi anger, pride remorse, love, conscience, and disdain. 
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On one last effort of despairing pride 
llesolved at length his dying hopes to set, 

He oasts the fragment of his shield aside, 

Grrasps with both hands his sword, uherjmsoned yet, 
•And closing nirnUy witli his foe, to get 
The full command and vantage of the ground, 

Quits with so sliarp a stroke his heavy debt, 

That through both plate and mail the flesh it lound, 
And in the warior’s side imi>ressed a grisly wound. 

XLII. 

Next on liis spacious brows he sirutik, — the steel 
Like an alarm-bell rang ; a stroke so dire 
And unexpected made the warrior reel 
Some paces back, yet left the ludin entire. 

Red grew the Princa’s cheeks foi‘ very ire ; 

In agony of sliauic his teeth he gnashed ; # 

His eyes were like two coals of living lire, 

And every glance that through his visor flashed, 
Blasted the O-fiseoii’.s iirkle, both blasted and abashed. 

XLIII. 

lie hoard the liissing of tlie Avenger’s steel, 
Brandished aloft ; its shining he dcseri<‘d : 

Already in his breast ho seemed to I'eel 
The’ aecelorated swurd his heart <livulo, 

And tremblingly recoiled ; the blow loll wide 
On an antique pilaster that embossed 
The marble bridge, — sparks flasbed on every side •, 
Fragments sprang forth aiiddn the skies were lost ; 
Whilst to the traitor’s heart fear shot its arrowy frost. 

XLIV. 

Back to the bridge he rushed, in speed reposing 
His hopes of life, — behind, the’ Avenger hung 
On his fleet steps, now near, now nearer closing. 
One hand already to his shoulder clung ; 

When lo ! from trcmbljng air the liglits are wrung ; 
The cressets disappear ; the tapers die ; — 

Gone wiis each star that in blue ether hung ; 

The yellow moon drew in her horns on high ; 

And all grew hideous shade beneath the vacant sky. 
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XLV. 

Through the thick glooms of witchcraft and of night 
Nought coijld the Prince distinguish to pursue ; 

Still he pressed on, though ignorant if aright, 

His steps confused and diihtoiis as his view : 

Bewildered thus, he to the portals drew, 

By evil chance the threshold he i)asscd o'er, 

And of his fatal entrance nothing knew, 

Till hoarse behind, with rcpercussivc roar, 

The sullen hinge flew back, and locked the closing '.loor. 

XLVI. 

As from our seas to tlie Cornachian bay, 

I'rgod by the fury of the driving tide, 

Th(3 vext. fish joys to cleave its wanton way 
Where (’aim and smooth the silent waters glide, 

And looks itself unconsciously inside • 

• The marshy gaol ; nor finds, till it would dart 
Ba<!k to the ocean, all es<‘af)o dimied ; 

Pur tlio strange' estuary, with curious art. 

To all free access yields, but lets not one depart: 

XfiVJI. 

•So Tancred (here (such artful s|)rings involved 
The wizard woik i>f that mysterious don), 

Enl(‘n‘d wiili case, but found, on flight resolved, 

No liuinan foot might pass its walls again. 

He sliook tlie maN'^y gate* with might and main ; 

The lock ("'Nnyo<l ; tlie brazen hinges tried; 

But found tlie oH'ort void, tlie project vain : 

“In vain/’ a loud >oice iu the distance cried, 

“ Seek'st tIjou to floe fn>m Iionce, lorn thrall of queen Araiidel 

XLVTII, 

“Hero thou, thus liviiigly entombed, sbalt waste 
(Fear not for death) thy .clays and years alone 
The hardy knight replied not, but compressed 
Within his heart affliction’s rising groan. 

Love inly he accused, — love, fate, his own 
Small wit, and his false guide s deceptions fell ; 

“Tis not," ho murmured in desponding tone, 

“’T is not to bid the cheerful sun farewell 
Caa make my heart with grief or proud resentment swell* 
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XLIX. 

“ That were small sufiering ; but I lose, alas, 

Of a diviner sun the lovelier grac<,‘ ! 

Ignorant if o’er these gates 1 shall repass, 

Or e’er again the blissful sight embrace 
Of my love s stately form and radiant face : " 

Therewith the image of Argantes came, 

And deepened his distress ; “ 0 dire disgrace !” 
lie cried ; ‘‘ with too just cause will he defame 
My truth ; alas the’ affront ! the fixt eternal shame I** 

L. 

Whilst love, wdiilst honour thus his si)irit stings, 

Nor peace, nor rest the fierce Argantes knows 
On his soft pillow ; from tlie couch he springs, 

And such his scorn of indolent r(?pose, 

Such lust for glory in his bosuiii glows, 

That though his former w'(»unds are yet uiiscale^l, 

And twinge him still with intermittent throes, 

He burns to see the sixth day-dawn ri'voaled, 

And hoar the trumpet sing his .summons to the field. 

u. 

Scarce could the rayiiirn rest the i>revi«Hi.'< ni'Jir, 

Scarce close an e}elid ; resll(*.*»s with dtsire, 

Ho ro.se wliilst liejiveii ayus starry, long ere ligiit 
Had touched tin; inuiintaiu-peahs with ruddy fire; 

And “Bring my arms!” he shouted to his squire, — 

His ready arms tho active :5crvaiit l)ruiight ; 

Not those he wont to wear, hut l)rig!it attire 
Of i»late, wdiich Aladine had Jatc boMniglit 
The man to' accept, with skill and wondrous labour wn jp.l i 

Lll. 

He takes them, litllo curious of their pride. 

Not ill his limbs the w^eiglity burden bear : 

And last, his wonted sabre to his side 
He girds, of purest steel, antique an<l rare. 

As with its hloody locks lei loose in air, 

Horribly bright, the Comet shows whose shine 
Blagues the parched world, whoso looks ihe nations scarr- 
'Before whose face states change? l)ower.s decline, 

To purple Tyrants all an inauspicious sign, — 
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LIII. 

So in his arms he sjiarklod, and askance 
Ilia eyes, witli blood and rage inebriate, rolled ; 

A mortal inenaco shown in every glance, 

Nor of Ilia vassalaf was there one so bold 
As trembled not siiuHTcIy, to behold 
His face of horror, and the scorn displayed 
In fioriM! gesticMilations : in his hold 
Ho strained, he raised, ho siiook ins naked blade, 
Wounding the empty air and unessential shade. 

LTV. 

‘‘ Ilight soon/* ho cried, ‘'shall the vain-glorious wictch 
Tiiat in close figlit with me presumed to stand, 

Faint at my feet his bleeding carcase stretch, 

Atid soil his llowiiig lresM‘s in the sand. 

Yet shall he live t(» sre my cominerhrg hand, 

• Despite liis bafllrd (iod, triumphant tear 
His arms away, shall with (‘ntnsities bland 
Beg me, but vainly beg, his liiJibs to spare, 

I Vowed to the growling dogs Jtud grilfins of the air I” 

, E’en as a bidl, th:\t, stung with hot desire, 

! Horribly roars, and with his roaring shakes 
'i’he nofiding grovi'^^, thus cherishing his ire, 

Till anger burns, and all the brute awakes ; 
j Ho whets his horns against the oaks, and makes 

; As he to battle would the winds invite 

j With empty slrok(\s ; then from the thicket break*, 

1 And b|)urns the yellow sands’wdth hoofs that cite 
\ The rival of his love, lur-otf, to mortal fight. 

* LTI. 

With such bllml fury moxt^d, Argantes sent 
To call tin; lierald, and abruptly cried, 

“Go to the (\imp, and bid, in Godfrey's tent, 

The Christian champhui lierccly bo defied !" 

For none he waits, but with impatwnt pride 
Vaults to his saddle, and commands to load 
The conqiurcd Otho fettered at his side; 

Then, issuing from the town, his snorting steed 
Spurs down the vales in rash and unrelaxing speed : 

L 
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He blew his hollow horn, — the startling sound 
Boiled o’er the hills in echoes far away, 

And like the thunder the dark storm flings round, 

Filled both the car and spirit with dismay. 

Soon within Godfrey’s tent in fciir jirray 

The Christian knights wore mot ; his haughty claim 

The herald made, — with all his challenge lay, 

But Tancred he distinguished first by name, 

Then on insulting liecl turned baick to whence he came. 

Lvm. 

In deep suspense, with slow and serious glance, 

Godfrey contemplated each chief and knight ; 

Long grew his gaze, yet would not one advance 
To undertake the formidable fight. 

His bravest Chiefs Tvere wanting to his sight, — 

Tidings wore none of Tanered, since the hchir 
Of Ills alarm and suiTe|>titious flight, 

Bohemond far, and self-exiled the flower 
Of all his force, th(j knight wlio quelled Gernando s power. 

LIX. 

Wliilst yet, beside the chance-elected ten, 

His most experienced, most roiiowned in wars 
Following had joined Armida’s subject train, 

Beneath the favour of the midnight stars ; 

The rest, coy favourites of a feebler Mars, 

Though blushing for the fciult, stood mute and tame ; 
None cared at such a risk to ])urchase scars, 

Though with sure promise \)f a glorious fame, 

So much their sense of fear o’erpowered their sense of shame. 

LX. 

In their long silence, in their looks, too plain 
In every sign he traced tlie thoughts that scare 
Their timid souls ; and wdth sublime disdain 
Upstarting sudden from his ducal chair, 

Said : “ Most unworthy should I be to bear 
Life, 0 my Peers, if, raised to this high 
That life to hazard I should now forbeai*, 

Leaving It ih a Pagan’s power to boast, 

He under^foot had trod the honour of our boat 
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Sit still my knights^ and safe from all alarms 
View at your perfect ease the risk I run ; 

Bring me my arms, Sigero, bring my arms !” 

Decisively he spoke, and it was done. 

But Raymond, who from ripe old age had won 
Like ripe discretion and consistent thought, 

Whose strength, still verdant, was surpassed by none 
In that assembly, better counsels brought, 

Stood forth, turned to his Chief, and turning, thus besought* 

LXII. 

“ Ah no, my Prince ! stake not the lives of all 
Upon the hazard of thine own! look round ; 

No simple soldier art thou ; shouldst thou fall, 

The grief were public, public were the wound : 

On thee our Paith and empire rest, renowned 
By thy wise rule ; on thee it is we build 
Our hopes to raze this Babel to the ground : 

To others leave the use of sword and shield; 

Fight thou by mind alone, alone the sceptre wield. 

LXIII. 

I, though bowed down by age, will not refuse 
The fight, — let otliers shrink wlien Battle rears 
His frightful voice, — grey hairs shall not excuse 
My spirit, joyful in the strife of spears : 

Oh that I wore but in my youth of years, 

' Like you, my gallants, who with downcast eyes 
j Stand spellbound thus, enslaved by empty fears, 

\ Whom wrath nor shame can influence to chastise 
IThe man who to your teeth all Cliristcndom defi4» ! 

* Lnv. 

“ Such as I was when, gazed by all the peers 
Of Germany, at Conrad’s court I drew 
My maiden sword on Leopold the fierce, 

Beached his mailed bosom, and at odds o’erthrew I 
To spoil a warrior brave as him I stew, 

Was sure a deed that claims superior praise 
Than here, unarmed, unaided, to subdue. 

Put to foul flight, and singly hold in ebase^ 

Whole herds of foes like thesei superlatively basot 
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•• If still that vigour braced my limbs austere, 

1 had .by this time quelled that haughty toe ; 

Old as I am, I am too young to fear, 

Nor is my blood all frozen in its flow ; ^ 

And, if it be iny fate to be laid low, 

Whilst my soul hums in brightness to the last, 

Homo with contciiit my A''ietor shall not go ! 

Arm then 1 will; tliis brilliant day sliall cast 
Light over all my track, and shame the lustre past.*' 

LX VI. 

Thus spoke the sago : his words like s|)iirs awake 
Tlieir bluiubering ^\ortb, that they ho late were dumb 
And tiini<l, now brave siiow of courage make, 

And loudly clMinour^rui* the liglu to come: 

Not only terror does not now bemimb 
Their hearts to sliuii iJic quarrel, but tluj piaze 
Is 8ougl)t by all, ermfended for by some ; 

Baldwin demands it, (ilm‘lj>li, the two bold (luys, 

Amd with Ilogoro Stephen, wirli Stephen tTcniier vies : 

Lxvn. 

And Pyrrlius, wliose praistsl stratagem betrayed 
To lloheinond proud Antioch, forwanl pressed; 

The battle loo, fur battle ai*rav<‘d, 

Rosmond, Tit/.-raplie, and Iherard vc‘<|uest, — 

All from the sifter- ludigd-ans of the West, 

Albion, lerne, an<l blue Seulia — lauds 
Barri»d from our world by seas that lujver rest; 

AVith Edward last, divine (indi[)pe stands, 

And eaeh with equal warmtli the challenged fight demands 

LWllI. 

Rut ill the good old (^mnt Toulouse is shown 
The liveliest, ardour and most ktien desire; 

Armed eap-a-ine ho stands, or wants alone 
His lucid lielm to make the suit entire : 

To whom the Chief ; ^ O venerable Sire ! 

Mirror of ancient zeal, in whom wo see. 

And seeing, learn the virtues we admii tj ; 

Art, honour, ^discipline, aud worth in thee, 

Shining with knightly grace, harmoniously agree ! 
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LSIX. 

“If but ten more, thino oquds in dcscjrt, 

Of vigorous years, Avere in my aid com binod, 

Tins haughty Babel soon would 1 snbv(»rt, 

And spread the (Jross from Thule e’en to Ind : 

But be this needless enterprise resigned 
To younger champions ; for a nobler fight 
Reserve thy vigorous arm and ardent mind ; 

And leave these candidates th(‘ir names to \vi‘ite, 

And in a helmet cast — let ohanee select the right 

LXX. 

“ Or rather, Providence on high, whose will 

Fortune and Chance, his ministers, unfold;” 

But Raymond in his claim persisted still, 

And with the other knights his name enrolh'd: 

III his own helmet rimmed with shi>iing gold, 

Godfrey received, and carelessly anew 
Mingled the shaken pap<‘rs ; when, behold, 

I’ho first chance scroll which thence at ease he drew, 
The name of Count Toulouse exhibited to view ! — 

LXX I. 

Loud acclamations follow ; none i)rf‘siime 
To blame the lot ; and Itaymond s vWage el(‘ars, 

His hoar trunk scMuns rebursting into bloom, 

Renewed no less in vigour tlum in years : 

Thus the blithe snake wdien rniovated rears 
High the gay crest, and proudly in the sun 
Blazons its gohh^i coils : tlu? rival Peers, 

But Godfrey most, (‘xtolhsl, him as he slione, 
Promised him sure success, and cheered with praises otl 

LX-XII. 

Then from his side his poignant sword he took, 

And giving it to Raymond, said : “ This blade 
Is that whieli oru^o the mighty rebel Duke, 

Rodolph of Saxony, in battle swayed ; 

From him by forci! I took it, and repaid 
At the same moment, by a death condign, 

A life by thousand crimes notorious made : 

In my caress, 't is Victory's surest sign, , 

Take it, and may it prove as fortunate in thine t” 
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LXXlir. 

Meanwhile, impatient of their long delay. 

In fierce derision the Circassian cries ; 

Ho, men unmatched ! ho, Europe's brave array 
Of chiefs ! 't is but one man your host defies : 

Since on his prowess he so much relies, 

Send now your late stem I'ancrcd to the fight ; 

Or on soft down does he prefer with wise 
Consistency to wait, until the night, . 

Which saved him once before, again shall blind my sight ? 

LXXIV. 

“ Send others, if he fears me ; band on band, 

Horsemen, foot, all, come all, it recks not me, 

Since none dares singly meet me hand to hand, 

Of all your Barons, thousands though there be. 

On to the tottering Town ! look up, and see 
The Sepulchre where lies the Son adored 
Of sweet saint Mary ! lo, the path is free ! 

Why pay ye not your vows, thereto restored ? 

For what more sapient use reserve you now the sword 

LXXV. 

With such like taunts the savage Pagan lashed 
The minds of all ; but most his words inflame 
The Count Toulouse, — his eyes defiance flashed, 

And ill could Jig endure the’ imputed bhaiiie ; 

His courage, stigmatised, more fierce became, 

Ground on the whetstone of hLs wrath ; that, freed 
From all prevention, a delay so tame 
He breaks, and leaps to Aquiline his steed, 

Named from the Northern Wind, and like that wind in speed* 

LXXVI. 

Upon the banks of Tagus was he bred, 

Where oft the mothers of those martial steeds, 

When with her warmth inspiring Spring has fed 
The eager heat which genial instinct breeds, 

Mad o’er the mcsintains^ o’er the spacious meads, 

Bun opeu-mouthed against the winds of May, 

And greedily receive their fruitful seeds ; 

Whence growing quick, they (singular to say) 

Give^ when ripe time rolls round, their issue to the day. 
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And, to see Aquilhio, you would say 

None but the sprightly Wind could be bia dre^ 

So instantly his feet cut short the way ; 

Swift to rush foryrard, nimble to retire, 

And wheel to right and left in narrowest gyre, 

Yet leave no print upon the sands he trode, — 
•Playful, yet proud ; though gentle, full of fire ; 

Such the Count’s steed : he, as to war he rode, 

Thus with uplifted eyes preferred his priyers to God. 
LXXVIII. 

** 0 thou, that to Goliath’s brow didst guide, 

By Terebinth’s sad veil and sanguine spring, 
Untutored arms, so tliat the Scoriicr died 
By the first pebble from a stripling’s sling ! 

Like aid, 0 Lord I to-day vouelisafec to bring ; 

. That, struck' by me, this ruffian with like shame 
May vanquished fall to earth ; with vigour string 
My feeble Age his arrogance to tamo. 

As feeble Youth of yore the’ uncireu incised o'ercamo !” 

LXXIX. 

Thus prayed the noble votenin ; and his prayer. 
Winged by firm faith and piety siuct?re, 

Soared, naturally as fire ascends in air, 

Swifter than thouglit to the celestial sphere : 

The' Eternal Father bent a graeious ear 
To the request, and from the' angelic band 
That round in glorious sanhedrim apy^ear, 
Appointed one in his defence to stand, 

And thus restore him safe from foiled Argantes* hand. 

LXXX. 

The destined Angel to wliosc charge was given 
The guardianship of llaymond, from his prime, 
Wlicn new and naked to the light of heaven 
He first began to nin the race of time, — 

Soon as the king of the celestial (^ime 
This welcome duty had afresh imposed, 

Flew to a crystal rock that soars sublime 
Above all height, whore of Heaven s total host 
The fine refulgent arms from battle are disposed^ 
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LXXXI. 

Here docs the lance that pierced the* old Serpent lie. 

With the pernicious shafts tliat smite tlie earth, — 

Those shafts, invisihlo to mortal oyo, 

That give the horrid plague and fever \^irth ; 

And here, suspended wirh tlu' darts of dearth, 

Are hung tlie writluMi holts, iiihlst pennons furled, 

IVliich turn to deepest drea<l all human mirth, 

When, through the stecifast empyrean hurled, 

Cities are ground to dust, and Ivirthquake rocks the world. 

LXXXTI. 

Here too writli chariots, hamessrios, and helms, 

A dazzling shield of hi-ighiest diamond blazed, 

Wliose spliere might cover half the lands and realms 
That lie 'tvvixt Atlas and the Seythian waste ; 

Herewith are lioly kings and cities cbaste 
lu every age deferujod and forlilied ; 

This on his arm the plumed Seraph braecd, 

Shot down to earth in seer(‘t, uudcseried, 

And took his stationed waleii by good Count Kaymond's side. 

LXXXIII. 

And now the tnrhjuied ]Sloslem, y*)UTig and old, 

Swarm to the walls ; and, such the tyrant^s will, 

Clorinda with her band im»veil cm to hold, 

Firmly conjoined, the midway of the hill. 

In order raiigi‘d of military skill, 

Armed, on tlie othcT haiuk a (ylirlstiau force 
Like space at ceremonial distance fill ; 

And to the chain])ioiis leave a spacious cjoiirse, 

Betwixt both gazing hosts, for every chance resource. 

LXXXIV. 

Argantes looked — no Tancred could he see. 

But the strange figure of an unknown knight, 

Wlio now came up, and ‘‘ Thank thy stars,'" said he, 

‘‘ Absent's the chief for whom thou strain's t thy sight ; 
Yet vapour not, whilNt I the loss requite ; 

For here I stand} ]ire])ared to ])rove again 
The utmost rage and malice of thy rniglit ; 

As Tancred's substitute I sock the plain, 

Or on mine own account the' engagement good maintain.* 
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LXXXV, 

At this the Pagan proudly smiled, and said; 

“ What then does Tancred ? where does he abide ? 

Of late he braved all heaven, and now is fled ; 
la dancing heels alone can he conflde ! 

But to earth’s centre let him flee, or liide 
In the deep main ; no place shall bar from me 
The flying wretch !” “ Thou liest,” the knight replied, 

“ To say that he, the' unmatched in fight, — that he 
iFlics from thy arms : his worth outvalues ten like thee!” 

\ LXXXVf. 

Wrathful, the pitpied Circassian cut him sliort: 

Take then his place, the favour 1 ac(!ord ; 

’ We sliall see shortly how thou wilt suj)port 
The rasli bravadi; of tliat injurious w'ord.” 

Thus to the tilt tlioy moved; their diargers spurred, 
And their long lances to the helm atldresSLMl. 
llaymoiul, wliose practised arm hut rarely erred, 

Struck where he aimed, the vizor he iin])ressed, 

But shook his rival not, scarce howed his liaughty cresti 
Lxxxvn. 

But fierce Argantes loss suceessfid fared, 

The lance struck not which rarely lailed to wound. 
Driven far aslant by tins celestial guard, 

Whose shield the good old Earl encompassed round. 
Grimly the disap’p ointod Pagan fia)wned, 

And bit his lijKs, and forth wild curses threw : 

Ilis faithless si)e:ir he sna])pcd against the ground, 

And with drawn sword upon liis rival flow, 

Burning with tenfold rage to try the course ancw\ 
Lxxxviir. 

His coal-black steed he urged with all his might, 

As butting rams tlieir horned foreheads bow ; 

But llaymond .shunne<i the’ encounter, to the right 
Wheeled, and in ] massing, struck Ids scowling brow: 
Back rushed the Egyptian Cavalier, and now 
Back wheeled the Earl with swiftness uticontroUed, 
And on his helmet dealt a nobler blow; 

But still in vain; the helmet's massy mould 
Had all the tempered strength of adamant or gold. 
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LXXZIX. 

The Pagan, weary of such futile play, 

To gripe his foe next tries each strong resource; 

But he, lest the colossal bulk should weigh 
To earth both steed avid rider, shuns his. force; 

Now strikes; now yields; and in his circling course^ 

As though endued Avith viewless wings, maintains 
The rotatory wai*; liis matchless horse 
Obeys each mandate of the fluttering reins ; 

Nor one false footstep 'e’er its nimbleness restrains. 

xc. 

Aufl as the Chief who some strong tower essays 
Amid cloud-kissing hills or marshy vales, 

Seeks access by a tliousand wiles and ways, 

So the Earl scans the giant he assails ; 

And, as no power of l:is can cleave the scales 
That shield his breast, nor all his thousand arts 
Shiver the glistening biirganet that veils 
Elis brows, he long explores the quilted parts, 

And there ’twixt joint and joint his active falchion dartSu 

xci. 

Those arms, in many ])oints already bored, 

Are red with streaming blood, whilst his remain 
Untouched, nor from his helmet has the sword 
Struck one gay plume, or cut one sparkling chain; 

In vain Argantes rages, strikes in vain. 

Yet stubbornly toils on, with careless skill ; 

Ho fails not, faints not, flags not in liis pain, 

But doubles every pass, — from erring skill 
Deriving fiercer strength, a more impetuous will. 

XCII. 

After a thousand blows, the Saracine 

At last struck one when Raymond was so nigh, 

That ’t was believed his nimble Aquiline 
Could scarcely from its sweeping fury fly; 

But not the watchful Seraph of the sky, 

In the pure sunshine at his side conceded, 

Failed him at need; his arm he stretched on high» 

And on his heavenly adamantine shield 
Took the pernicious sword, and all its rage repealed. 
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XGlll. 

The 3al ro broke; for, not with all iho chamu 
Of art, can metals forged by earthly hand, 

The unalloyed, imperisliable arms 
Tempered by heayen’s own alchemy, withstand : 

In million sparks, minuter than the sand, 

Its fragments fell, — the Emir saw them shine — 

Nought but the golden hilt was in his hand ; 

Yet doubted he the fact, nor could divine 
Vhat arms his rival bore, so magically fine. 

xciv. 

Amazed he stood, and thought the brittle blade 
phivered on Raymond’s shield, — so deemed the knight) 
tt^ho nothing knew of the celestial aid, 

Jent to protect him from the Pagan’s might : 
and when he saw the’ inforiiiidable plight 
, ^ 1 ' the disarmed (hreassian, he remained 

In doubt if longer he should ju’ess the fight ; 

A vile inglorious laurel he disdained, 

Nor could the victory prize by pure advantage gained. 

xcv. 

“ Go seek,” he would have said, another brand,” 

But a new thought within his breast arose — 

The public cause was trusted to his hand. 

And should he tall, he would dishonour those 
For whom he fought; thus neither could he close 
In shameful fight to win inglorious bays, 

Nor Godfrey’s honour to vain risks expose ; 

Whilst thus he stood debating on the case, 

Argantes hurled the hilt and ])ommel in his face 

xovi. 

And forward spurred, by grappling to o’erwhclin 
His gaunt antagonist ; the darted blow 
Struck fiercely on liis bright Toldsan helm, 

And bent the battered vizor to his brow. 

But he, undiscomposed, wheeled round, and so 
Shunning the' encounter, gashed the hand he 
Stretched out in muscular disdain, as though 
To grasp its prey, unsparing as the paw 
Of the voracious wolf, or vulture's horny claw. 
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XCVII. 

Now there, now here, the circled sands he spurned ; 
Then back aj?ain wheeled round, now here, now there; 
Nor when he spurrcrl ahroa J, nor when returned, 

Dill his eye j)ity, or his falchion spare. . 

Whato’er he can of strength ; of art wliate’or ; 

Whate’er of old disdain or present ire 
The knight can muster, he now brings to bear 
Against the foe : and with his strong desire 
To end the eoiillict, Heaven and fortune both eonspire. 

Fenced in fine arms and in himsiilf, the foe 
Yet bravos his mighty strokes, from all lears frci^ ; 

Like a vast ship with sliattiTod sails, whose prow 
At random drives ujiori a stormy sea ; 

Which, though she bears all Xi*ptiine on lit*r lee, 
llibbod round with heart of oak, linn, stubborn, stout, 
Starts not a ]>la]ik, but in jiroud majesty 
Endures the rushing wav<\s, with not a doubt 
That lier well-timbered frame will ritle the tempest out. 

xoix. 

Such was thy risk, Arganles! when to aid 
Thy cause, the Trince of Air himself a<ldres.sed ; 

Straight of a ])ainled cloml the em|»tv shade 
He to the figure of a jjian eomprcs.s(^d ; 

And on the visionary shape iiiip;*ess(*d 
Cloriiula's likeness, — tlie same lively grace, 

Rich shining armour, and onibroidme,d vest ; 

Gave it organic breath, and in the phice 
Of mind, her well-known voice, demeanour, port, and pace. 

c. 

To Oradine, a man of matchless skill 
In archery., the beauteous Image came, 

And whispered ; “ Trince of shooters ! who at will 
Ganst strike all marks at which thou takest aim, — 

Judge what would be o;ir loss, and what our shame. 
Should Syna*s hnive ])rotcctor thus cxi)ire. 

And, supcT(‘ilious in the victor’s claim, 

By law of arms yon Christian should acquire 
Bis ornamental spoils, and safe to Camp retire I 
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ci. 

“ Now prove tliy cunning ; give thine arrows wing ; 

And quirk and anrc lot the Fl’iUlk Vilkill ; 

Bosido tlie’ eternal glory of the thing, 

Expect rewards pro]iortioned to the deed.” 

Cliarine<l with the ])r()niisc of tlie future meed, 

Tlie' uiihcaitatiiig Traitor smiled assent ; 

Then from his weighty quiver snatched a reed, 

Its notch iidajited to the bowstring, bent 

case the tough yew bOw, and prophesied tlie' event. 
CTI. 

i Tvv’angs the tense cord, and with a whistling sound 
5 The fealln*rc<l arrow flies its mark to win ; 

I Aimed wliore the do(‘t»rated be!r elasjis round 
j Tiie hero's wal.^'t, it strikes, and enters in : 

? (’loaves tlie'ricli Inn kles: cleaves the armour thin, 

I And dyes its ])oint with blood; tliere, sliort of 
fi sla^>s, jur^t pi(*reing through the lender skin ; 

For tlu‘, ]U'ompt Angel did its force abate, 

Nor let the eag(jr steel too do(»ply pierce the plate. 

rii[. 

Tlie bhiod .spun largidy from the 'woinuh^d vein, 

Soon as the (Vmnt essayed (ho shaft to draw ; 

And, tiih.d ^^ith generous anger and ilisdain, 
lie chid i1k' Fagan for the breach of law : 

(bxliVev. wl.o <'ould not his eharmed eyes withdraw 
A single instant from his innchdovcd kiiiglit, 

^^o^od with tlie liveliest indignation, saw 
I’iie living shaft, and knownig not how slight 
The’ inflieicil pini(;ti;ro was, grow pale with sore aifVight. 

CIV. 

With hand and tongue at once alarum sounding, 

He urgi‘d his knights to see (he wrong redressed; 

'riicri were soon vizors closing, war-barbs bounding, 
Tig'll bridles slacked, and lances laid in rest. 

So instantly both hosts to battle^iwessed, 

Their eoin <e was fiiiiahed as it seemed begun ; 

Samis, stamped to dust, the vanished space confessed, 
A\'irndi, whirled in breezy billows, dense find dun, 
Soared to the steep of heaven, and veiled the shining sun. 
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OV. 

Of holuisj aud clofiliing ohields) and lanc^ brast 

In the first shock, loud rumour roars around ; 

Here rolls a steed, ard there, his rider cast, 

One gallops, marldering at the trumpet’^ sound. 

Here lies a warrior lifeless on the ground ; 

And here another, compassed by his foes, 

Groans in the anguish of his mortal wound ; 

Dire is the fight, and still, the more they close, 

And mix, more bloody, sharp, and obstinate it grows. 

cvi. 

Light leaped Argantes in the midmost throng, 

And from a soldier wrung his iron mace : 

Bursting the dense crowd as he rode along, 

He whirled it round, and soon made am|>le space : 
Raymond alone he looks for ; holds in chase ; 

With Raymond only struggles to engage ; 

Pressing against him wdth a giant's pace. 

He like a wolf seemed burning to assuage 
With his quaffed blood, the thirst and hunger of his rage. 

evil. 

But many a harsh impediment he mot ; 

Still fierce encounters his rash course controlled ; 

Him the two Gerards, with Orinano Ixjscl, 

Guido, and Barneville, the brave and bold : 

Yet not e'en these his progress can witlihold ; 

Foaming he toils, he stnigglcs to the last: 

As caveriied streams, or tires in prison rolled, 

Wage fiercer war when loose Outbursts the blast, 

So raged his power opposed, so forth in splendour [>asso(!L 

CVIII. 

He slew Ormano, wounded Guido, felled 
Barneville, stunned, and stretched amidst the slain ; 

But fast the gathering crowd against him swelled, 

And circling locked him in a tenfold chain 
Of men and arms that ]Knion and restrain 
His giant powers ; — whilst by his single hand 
The scales of war an equal poise maintain, 

To Baldwin Godfrey issues Ids command: 

^ Now to the conflMst move thy gallant Prison band ; 
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CIX. 

“ And on the left, when most the battle mes. 

Charge them in flunk ! ** ho heard^ and he obeyed : 

Swift as the roll of ocean's mountain waves 
Before the wind was the encounter made: 

An energy so mountainous o’erweighcd 
The Asian troops, too languid to sustain 
The Franks’ fresh shock, — ^in ruin retrograde 
They bend — their lines are broke — and on the plain 
Boll horsemen, horses, flogs/ and pennons snapt in twain. 

cx. 

From the same charge the right wing turned and fled ; 
Xonc, save Argantes, made defence or stay; 

AVith gory rowels and loose reins they sped 
In haste, urged headlong by supreme dismay; 

Alone the bold Argantes stood at bSy ; 

' lie fticod the driven storm, the rushing bands ; 

Nor made less liavoc ou that signal day> 

Than if Earth’s Titan with his hundrod hands, 

Had brandished fifty shields, and fifty flashing brands. 

CXI. 

The thrust of swords, the shock of lances thrown, 

The clang of maces and career of steeds 
He bravi's, to all sulHcicnt, though alone, 

And dares on every side stupendous deeds. 

His limbs all bruised, his marred arms cleft, he bleeds, 

And sweat rolls down with blood, yet, fenced with phlegiOi 
He heeds it not ; but crowd to crowd succeeds; 

Pressed, overborne, he fails the tide to stem ; 

Onward abrupt they drive, and he perforce with th(zi. 

To the wild fury of the tide he bendsi 
That like a cataract hurries him along ; * 

Not like a man that flics, his heart commends 
Fresh acts of slaughter to a hand still strong: 

His eyes yet keep the terrors that*belong 
To their grim balls ; he stiU in high disdain 
Hurls forth dcflance, and his flying throng, 

Seeks by all modes in battle to retain, — 

But no ! ins earnest toils their stupor n^ers mitt* 
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cxm. 

His noble sy>irit neitluir can restrain 
Nor regulate tlioir lliglit ; for hasty fear 
Casts oil* all conduct, foams against the rein, 

And like the adder clos(?s its deaf ear ■ 

To prayers tlioiigh niild, and tlireats howe’er severe ; 

But the wise Chief, to whoso reflective eye 
Fortune and beckoning Victory appear 
To (Town his ho|)es, seiids fortli fresh troops to ply 
The glad j)iirsuit, and cast the days decisive die. 

OXIV." 

JVnd, but the special day ])ivlL\(‘d bv Cod, 

Was not yet given to run its gold(*ii round, 

The Cliristiaiis then in Salem’s courts had trod. 

And a blest ])enod to their labours found; 

But llcdl's Idack Angels, from the l)e(‘|> unbound, 

Who saw how fast th(‘ir tyranny divliiusl 
In the tremendous eouili<*t, swarm around, 

(Of heav(‘n p('rmitt(‘<l) in an instant bind 
The air in billowy clouds, and raise the’ ungoverncd wind. 

( \v. 

From mortal (‘ves dark sapouis snatch the smi ; 

Fires flash i the kimlnnl elements nda*! ; 

All ]l(‘a^en burns black, and, smoiikieriiig, sliovvs more dun 
E’en than tlie horrible obscure' (d’ hell : 

Mid showers of hail the long, loud thunders yell ; 

Fields float ; the h‘as are (Irowiietl', not boughs alone 
Crash in the rushing blast’s somwons swi'lJ, 

But oaks, rocks, bilks to tlieir foiuidatioii-stono 
Quake to the roaring storm, or in the whirlwind groan. 

CJLVI. 

At once the hail, the lightning, and tho wind 
Full in tlie Clifistiaiis’ eyes with fury played; 

ForceVl, tliey recede ! blank sadness fills ea(;li mind, 

And sudden ttu-rors their stout hearts invade. 

Few', few (as little through the hideous shade 
Gould be (liscenied) around their flags abide; 

Which when Cloriiuia distantly surveyed, 

She seized the sign, and with inspiring pride 
Shaking aloft licr sword, thus to her soldiers cried 8 
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cxvir. 

** Lo, friends, Heaven lights for us! the hours are numbered^ 
And Fate and Justice to our aid arise ; 

Our- faces are untouched, our hands uncumbered, 

Tlie storm beats only in the Christians' eyes ; 

On thorn alone the irritated skies 

Pour doubt and death, pour ruin and dismay; 

And Heaven strikes down their lances, and denies 
I'o their bewildered view the light of day ; 

On ! wheie God’s fing(T points, 'tis Victory leads the way . 

^ exvar. 

Thus cheered the Aina*' i drooping ranks, 

And, bearing on her . I .lorrid rain 
Of hell, in furio»’ .ge a...3aded the Franks, 

And scorned .e thrusts they gave again. 

Then too turned his hridle-nein, 

And d^ tfiaugliter cif the victors rnafle ; 

WIk .*orco brunt ill abh* to sustain, 

Yie. -.ed the ])oint, and but tlujir backs displayed 
To bide tlio infuriate storm, and sliarp vindictive blade« 

<;\ix. 

The rage immortal jind the mortal sw^ord 
Upon their shoulders smote them as they fled, 

Whose blood, in union witli the rain that poured. 

Fell in last shower^, and dyed the’ arena ivd. 

Here midst the heii)>s of dying and of dciid, 

Pyrrhus and good Ridolpho slumbered calm; 

Death on tlieir eyes his purple finger laid ; 

This sighed out life beneath A^’gantes’ arm, — 

Jf tliat, Clorinda boasts tlu'’ im[)crisliablc iiaim, 

. CAX. 

' Thus fled the Franks ; nor meanwhile ceased all liell,, 

Nor ceased the Syrians still to give them chase ; 

Sole against arms, threats, hailstones, the dire swgH 
Of whirlwind, thunder, and the arrowy blaze 
Of momentary lightnings, his bold f^e 
> Godfrey advanced ; and with supreme disdain 
Chiding his Rarons for a flight so base, 

Spurred forth, the Camp-Gato sternly to maintain, 

And in tlis trenches saved his scared and scattered train. 

M 
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CXII. 

An(l%wicti, despite the hurricane that roared, 

Against Argantes furiously he Hew ; 

Twice boat him back ; as oft his naked sword 
Pierced the thick phalanx, bathed in lightnings blue. 

At last within the ramparts ho withdrew 
la the lorn rear of his disordered ranks, 

And conquest yielded to the’ infernal crew. 

The foe returns, and the disheartened Franks 
Kest, like a flood retired within its reed-crowned banks. 

cxxii. ^ 

Nor can they wholly yet the furies shun 

Of the black storm, which lighfens, rains, and hails; 

Quenched are their lights and torches one by one. 

And the flood deepens, and the wind prevails ; 

Breaks the strong e^^rdage ; sj»lits the beams and rails ; 
Plucks up whole tents, which far, far-off ai-e whirled ; 

'Fhc rains beat time to the loud-roaring gales : 

Ana in the tunc from Heaven’s dread organ niirled, 

Hell’s bellowing thunders and stun the’ affrighted world. 
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CANTO Vlll 





AMVNBVr. 

A KNicHT tn Godfrey sent, relates with tein 
^lie Taliiuit deeds mid downfall of the Dtino; 

The' Italians, trnstiiii; to va{;iie si^ns and fern 
Of treactiery, deem tlicir loved Uinaldo slain; 

Her torch Alccto whirls, and with disiluin 
And lust of venKCanre sets their souls ablaze; 
They nicnaec Godfrey with their tlireuts insane; 
But lie, imawod, to Heaven for succour firays. 
And with his voice, alone the' infUriatc storm all ay a 


T'he roar of the loud tempest now was ceased ; 

Whist were the winds ; the bellowing thunders mute; 
And tlic calm morn, in the cerulean cast, 

With check of rose and goldcn-sandallcd foot, 

Left her divine pavilion to salute 
With smiles the world : but they whose wrath awoke 
The storm, yet ceased not their malign dispute 
And damned charms ; first Ashtaroth silence broke, 
And to Alecto thus, her snaky sister, spoke : 

M 2 
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II. 

" Alecto! mark, where, posting o’er the sands 
Fleet as an angry ghost, careers yon knight, 

Who living has escaped the Soldan’s hands, 

Nor is it in our power to stay his flight ! 

Grave deeds lie very soon will bring to light ; 

Deeds sore upon tlie Frank, — ^his comrades’ fall, 

Thousands left stark upon the fleld of flght 
With their hot Chief, — from which I doubt not, all 
The Christian host will urge Ririaldo’s quick recal. 

HI. 

“ How fatal this were, judge ; we must oppose 
Our force and craft to the consulting Peers ; 

Arouse thee, then : descend amidst our foes, 

And what tills herald to insiatiate oars 

Tells with good purpose, turn to blood and tears; 

Up ! up ! breathe fire, breathe poison in the veins 
Of the mixt nations ; stir up tumults fierce ; 

Move wrath, revenge ; move discord and disdains ; 

Till through the total Camp unbounded uproar r3ignH ! 

IV. 

This work becomes thee and the noble vaunt 
Made to our prince;” — ^the monster nought replied, — 

It was enough — the words her soul enchant, 

The project charnis, — she spreads iier hoarse wings wide, 
And downward hurries with the morning tide. 

The Knight, meanwhile, .who thus their notice took, 

The Camp approached, and to the warders cried, 

With haste and deep emotiob in his look, 

^‘Warriors, I claim your grace ; conduct me to your Duke!” 

V. 

Numbers were ready of the curious crowd, 

Eager to hear the news he had to name, 

To guide him to their Chief; he lowly bowed, 

• And kissed tlie lionoured hand that made the frame 
Of empires tremble : ^ Sire,” he said, whose fame 
Is bounded only by the’ Atlantic beach 
And starry roof of jieaven ! would that I came 
Knowledge of happier incidents to teach !” — 

Awhile his face he veiled, then thus resumed his speech ; 
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VI. 

‘‘ Sweno, the Thane of Denmark's only son, 

The stay and glory of his failing years, 

Burned to be ranked with those thy gonfalon 
Conducts, the valiant troop of chevaliers 
Who wield the sword for Jesus : not the fears 
Of toil and peril, not the hope to’ acquire 
Soon the void throne, not e'en the’ appealing tears 
Showered from the fond eyes of his aged sire, 

Could in his generous heart control the high deaiiv. 

VIT. 

‘‘ Ho glowed to learn the military art — 

Perils to dare and hardships to endure, 

Of thee, their noble Chief ; he felt, in part. 

Shame and resentraent for his name obscure. 

Hearing on every hand what praisq inhturo 
In his green youth Rinaldo liad acquired ; 

But that which most lus spirit did allure. 

Was less the wish of man to be admired, 

Than zeal for God's renown, by lively faith inspired. 

vin. 

The shrewd delays his father’s fears contrived, 

He baffled, formed an army bold and brave, 

And, marching straight for Thrace, at length arrived 
Where throned Byzantium towers above the wave. 

Here the Greek Cmsiir in his palace gave 
The prince warm welcome ; here an envoy came 
From thee, who, prompt the onward patli to pave 
Of our adventure, told at large the fame 
,Of Antioch won, and held to Persia's lasting shame ; — 

IX. 

“ Held in despite of Persia, wlio at once 
Moved to invest it, with the boast rebuoyed 
Of powers so vast, it seemed that all her sons 
Swarmed to the war and left her kingdoms void ; 

First upon thee, on others next he j^yed 

To touch — on Raymond's prudence, Tancred’s might; 

Till to Rinaldo passing, he employed ^ 

( A world of words to paint his first bold flight, 

And each fair wreath which since his sword has reaped in 
fight. 
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X. 

He told, in finc% how that your liosis around 
These towers already in strict siege were cast ; 

And wooed him, yet unlaurelled, to be found 
In this proud field, the noblest and the last : 

His words roused Sweno’s spirit like a blast 
Of trumpets, and in his young bosom bred 
A wish so strong, that every hour he passed 
Appeared an age, till he himself should tread 
The hallowed soil, and turn his Unfleshed falchion re'i* 

XI. 

“ Your glory preyed on him ; the world’s applause 
Seemed to upbraid his spiritless career ; 

Those who or begged or counselled him to pause, 
Alike he heard not, or disdained to hear ; 

No fear of peril knew l;e but the fear 

Lest he too late should be in thine to share, — 

This only hazard seemed to him severe ; 

Tlio.se with which others peopled their despair. 

He either not perceived, or stood resolved to dare. 

XII. 

His own brave zeal precipitates his fate, 

Fate — his wooed guide, and our enforced ally. 

Since scarce for his departure would he wait 
Till the first rays of morning streaked the sky: 

Of various routes, he count^ the most nigh 
The best, — enough ! it was our Chief that chose ; 
No pass so close, no mountain shows so high. 

Too deep no forest waves, no torrent flows, 

For us to scale or stem, though held by furious foes. 

XIII. 

“ Now round our steps the armed barbarians press 
Now spring from ambush : hunger, toil, and pain 
In turn we bore ; but over all distiess 
We triumphed, — scattered were our foes, or slain 
Success assured us, victory made us vain, 

And, day by day, more confident we grew ; 

Till one fair eve we camped upon the plain, 

Witli Palestine's green hills almost in view 
Blind to the' events, alas, that did so soon ensue I 
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IIV. 

“ Sudden our scouts returned : they h;id beheld 
The Turkish Crescent in our van appear, 

Had caught the sullen clang of sword and sliield, 

And deemed, by yarious signals to the ear 
And eye, some vast embattled army near : 

On many a soldier’s face these tiding» spread 
The pallid whiteness of despairing fear ; 

Sweno alone, of all the host he led, 

Changed not in thought or look, in gesture, voice, oi tread. 

XV. 

“‘Brothers,’ he cried, ‘ Oh now, how near we clasp 
The victor’s laurel, or the martyr’s crown ! 

The first I hope, nor loss desire to grasp 
The greater merit with the like renown : 

This very field, let Fate or smilelor drown, 

• Shall Memory vest with an immortal bloom, 

And as a hallowed spot dclivfcr down 
Tc future times, which, glorying in our doom, 

Shall either point our spoils, or flower-en twine our tomb !' 

XVI. 

“ This said, — our posts marked out, the watch disposer. 
He bade us all upon our shields to rest ; 

Nor, whilst in needful slumber he reposed, 

Would he of helm or mail himself divest. 

'T was midnight : Sleep on every eye had pressed 
The’ oblivious sweetness of her tranquil spell. 

And the tired soldier was in visions blest, 

When instantaneously a barbarous yell 
Rose to the silent stars, and shook the’ abyss of hell. 

XVII. 

“‘To arms !’ we shout, ‘ to arms !’ and, cased in arms, 
See Sweno first before all else aspire ; 

Whilst, gathering grandeur from the loud alarms, 

His eyes and cheeks are flushed with generous fire. 

Lo, we are charged ! a circle deeptand dire 
Fronts and assaik us, wheresoe’er we move ; 

And thickening, deepening, drawing nigh and nigher, 
Round us of swords and spears a twilight grove 
Frowns, and an arrowy cloud falls hissing from above. 
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XVIJI. 

Uneven the fight ! against a single Dane 
Full twenty Arabs laid their weapons bare; 

Many of these were wounded, immy shin 
By darts tossed blindly through tlie glogm of air ; 
But of the numbers struck or sslaiightered there, 
And by what handsj the dusky shades amid, 

No mortal eye could mark, nor tongue declare ; 

The Night our loss beneath her mantle hid, 

And, with the loss we’ bore, the valiant deeds we did. 

XIX. 

“But through the thick press of the fighting crowd, 
And through the dark (‘oueealment of the hour. 
Prince Swono shone ; his valour w'as avowed 
By a sublime ubiquity of power. 

Surpassing all belief ;»<iljblood a shower, 

And heaps of slaughttirea formed around the slayer 
A crimson moat — a rampart ^nd a tower ; 

And, wdicresoeW he rushed, he secnuHl to boar 
Death in his red right hand, and in his eyes despair. 

XX. 

“ Thus fought we, till the Virgin of the Morn 
Arising touched the heavens with rosy rod ; 

But wlieii the night s dusk horrors wore withdrawn 
That hid from view the horror of the dead, 

The so long-wished-for light before us spread 
A scene, 0 Ood ! the stoutest to appal, 

Of grief, of pity, agony, and dread ; 

The Gamp was pilc<l with coppses, as though all 
Were of our army swathed in Death's pur]nireal paH, 

XXI. 

“ Of full two thousiiiid, ninety scarce remain ; 
When Sw'ono saw the multitudes that slept 
Palo in their gore, if aught of grief or pain, 

If aught of sadness o'er his brave lieart crept, 

He showed it not, — ^lii^eye its lustre kept, 

His voice its tone : ‘ Come, follow,' was his cry, 

^ These brave companions who have far o’erstept 
The streams of Tartarus, and with footsteps high 
Printed in glorious blood our pathway to the sky !* 
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XXII. 

** He said : and glad, I think, of hasting fate 
No less in spirit than in aspect, bore 
With breast intrepid and >vith brow elate 
Against the ruinous assault and roar 
Of the barbarians ; not the plate they wore, 

Althougli 't were thrice refined, nor cap of steel, 

Though into diamond charmed by wizard lore, 

Might stand the Btrf)kcs his fire and fury deal, 

Into one total wound till gaiilied from head to heel. 

XXTII. 

“ It was not life, but valour s subtile fire 
Sustained the living corse no strength could tame ; 

Struck, lie rc-slrikcs, nor yet his members tire, 

I'lie more they inaiin him, more ho them doth maim : 

When lo ! loose-raging from thc^t>.vl6ofly game, 

• A Turk arrived, who all the rest surpassed 
In savage aspect and gigantic frame ; — 

Long time they obstinately fought ; at last, 

By numbers pressed, to ground the dauntless youth was oast. 

XXJV. 

lie fell — ah, bitter fate ! — nor left behind 
One that could yiehl revenge : oh, blood well-poured ; 

Oh bones, abandoned to the bleaching wind, 

Poor mangled relics of my Prince adored ! 

I siujimoii you ; speak ! if 1 sought to hoard 

My hated life, if then I did deny 

My breast to spear, mace, sabre, shaft, or sword ! 

No ! had it pleased our Arbiter on high, 

Djatli had I dared enough, to be allowed to die. 

XXV. 

“ Senseless amid my slaughtered friends I fell, 

And there was left for dead; nor what our foes 
Since or sustained, or acted can I tell, — 

An icy torpor all my senses froze ; 

But when at length my faint eyes* did ^mclose 
From blank unconsciousness, the wings of Night 
Seemed o’er the shadow^y landscape to repose ; 

Feebly I oped them, and a glimmering light 
Far-off, appeared by fits to swim before my sight. 
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XXVI. 

“ Albeit, no strength had I to recognise 
E’en nearest objects through the void opaque, 

But saw as one whose overwearied eyes, 

Nor all asleep, nor openly awake, 

Close and unclose without tlie power to take 
Regard or cognizance of things most nigh ; 

And now iny cruel wounds began to ache, 

Bit by the keen night air, doomed thus to lie, 

Faint, on the naked earth, beneath a freezing sky. 

XXVII. 

** Meanwhile the liglit drew momently more near, 

Till it arrived and rested at my side ; 

Then gentle whisperings murmured in my car,— 

I raised with pain my ejkdids, and descried 
Two tall commanding it^ures n(*ar me glide, 

CdOthcd In long robes, and <;haking in the air 
Two torches ‘ Son,' I heard them say, ‘ confide 
In Him who oft consents the good to spare, 

A nd witn his grace forestals the sacrifice of prayer ! ' 

XXVIII. 

** And speaking thus, the awful two their palms 
O'er me in holy benediction spread, 

And in low accents murmuring mystic psalms. 

Then little heard and less conceived, they said : 

• Arise ! ' all lightly from niy grass-green bed 
I rose ; new liglit flowed to my eye-balls dim ; 

My wounds were healed, m^ thrilling pains were fled ; 

O marvellous grace ! I seemed in bJiss to swim, 

And felt now life and strength uplifting every limb. 

XXIX. 

“ Awe-struck I viewed them, and could scarce believe 
The truths that struck my dazzled sprite, till one 
Of the cowled sages said : * What doubts aifright ? 

On what illusions do thy fancies run, 

O thou of little faith ?'^in us, my son, 

Men of like flesh and blood thy wonder meets ; 

Servants of Jesu, we have wished to shim 
The flattering world, its fables and false sweets, 

And here as hermits live in rocks and lone retreats. 
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XXX. 

“ * Mo to this service did that God ordain, 

Whose tiironc is builded in ubiquity ; 

Wlio by igiiobh'st means docs not disdain 
To work his wUl, the wonderful and higli : 
lie would not that the form, which to liis eye 
Enclosed of late so beautiful a si)rite, 

Should on these lonely wilds neglected lie, — 

The which, when made iiiiinortal, robed in light, 

Yet with its radiant twin shall one day reunite ; — 

' XXXT. 

“ ‘ No ! Sweno’s sanctified remains must have 
A tomb bciitting valour so sublime, 

To which alike the beautiful and brave, 

Virgins aiul chevaliers from e\Ay clime, 

Sliall point the finger througlJ5n I’utnre time; 

But lift thine eyes now to jjile stars, and mark 
The one that to the crown of heaven doth climb 
As on its golden oar! that sunlike spark 
Sliall to liis noble corse direct us through the daik.* 

XX XII. 

I looked ; and as the brilliant meteor rolled, 

(Or rather midnight sun) a ray descended, 

Which, like a glorious line of liquid gold 
Ruled by some pencil, to the earth extended ; 

And o'er the body, when its fliglit was ended, 

Shook from its skirts so beautiful a flood 
Of coloured light, that all its w ounds shone spicndi I, 
Each like a ruby ring or golden stud, 

And straight the face I knew, in its grim mask of blood* 

XXXIIl. 

“ He lay not prone, but as his high desire 
Was ever turned toward the stars, his face, 

E’en as the martyr’s from his couch of fire, 

Looked upward still to heaven’s blue fields of space ; 
Closed was his red right hand iif strict embrace 
Grasping that sword, in act to strike, whose blade 
Such ravage wrought ; his left, with careless grace. 

In meek devotion on his breast vras laid, 

As though for peace to God the parting spirit prayed. 
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xmv. 

Whilst I hia wounds bedewed with tears, that eased 
None of my anguish for his fall deplored, 

The ancient sage drew forward, and released 
From hLs reluctant hand the' inviolate swoid : 

And said to me : * This crimson glaive which poured 
Such streams of blood from bosoms of the foc« 

Observe ! perhaps the world cannot afford — 

(Its strength none better than thyself can know) 

One or of finer mould, or more superb in show. 

XXXV. 

^ Hence, Heaven wills not, although a timeless dooit 
Has from its lord divorced the glorious brand, 

That here with sordid rust it should consume^ 

But pass admired from m^tial hand to hand ; — 

To one who, with a spKUgjio less grand, 

Shall with like force and s\lV\ its lightnings sway 
For longer time, a hajipicr fach command, 

And with it wreak — his ghost awaits the day-— - 
Full vengeance wreak on him, who did Lord Sweno sia;. 

XXXVI. 

4t € Solyman slew Sweno ; Solyman 

Must therefore by the sword of Sweno fall ! 

Take it, and bear it then where breezes fan 
The Christian banners round high Salem wall ; 

Nor let a single fear thy mind appal, ^ 

That in these regions, or by night or day, 

Fresh obstacles dall rise, or ills befiil ; 

For He who sends thee forth, uhall, when astray. 

Guide and smooth with flowers the roughness of thy sray. 
ixxvn. 

" ^ There is his will that thou declare at length. 

For to this end art thou to health restored, 

,The leealf t&e piety, and valiant strength 

hast witnessed in thy darling lord ; 

On their mantles bright and broad 
. Iitay stamp^the purple Cross, with holy aim 
OMight from tbiu tale, — a tale for Time to kud 
fdtprity, the whilst his name 
^Itke mtist^Uis^ihds^U^^ up ^ng Glory’s flaiue* 
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S tXVIll, 

ay deserve the meed 

Of this bequest, remains to be made known ; 

It is HinaldOj to whom all concede 

The palm of pr^j^wess, yet, a branch scarce blown* 

Bear it to hiin, and say, to him alone 
The eyes alike of men and angels look 
To' avenge his death, and for his loss atone:' 

Whilst on his lips I hang, in wonder's book 
Ia new portentous page my charmed attention took. 

XXXIX. 

“ For sudden, where the warrior's corse reposed^ 

A rich sarcophagus was seen to rise, 

Wliicli in its heart his relics had enclosed, 

I know not how, nor by what r p device ; 

And, briefly blazoned with hera^^ie dyes, 

Shone forth the name and vij.^iles of the dead. 

From the strange sight my tascirialed eyes 
I could not lift ; caclv glance fresh marvel bred ; 

Sow I the porphyry scanned, and now the' iriscription read* 

XL. 

“ ‘ Here,' said the ancient, ‘ near his friends shall lie 
Thy prince's corse, safe shnned from vulgar sight, 

WJiilst their pure spirits, pjissed into the sky, 

From the full fountain of divine delight 
Quaff endless Joy ; but thou the last sad rite 
Of tears — the all that piety can pay. 

Hast paid, and nature claiE;is repose ; this night 
I claim thee for my guest, until the ray 
Of the new morning rise, to light thee on thy way.' 

XLI. 

** O'er hill and dale wc walked, a devious track ; 

Scarce could my weary steps with theirs keep pace ; 

Till high, midst toppling crags and cedars black, 

A hollow cave received us, round whose face 
Green ivies clustered, — ^his lone d uelling place 
Romantic ; here amongst the wolves and beai^ ^ 

AVith his ^ciple, safe he spends his days; 

Clear Innocence his shield, his breastplate P?liy0^: , . 
Irmour of trustier proof than aught t)ie Waivior:;W|M^f . A ' 
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XLIL 

My food was roots, — moss, leaves, and dulcet thyme, 
The couch whereon I slept fatigue away i 
But soon as icphyr rang his earliest chime 
Among the pines, and morn’s arising rayy 
Tinted the eastern elilfs with gold and grey, 

The watchful Hermits rose to matin prayer, 

And I with them ; I next inquired my way 
Tlirough the strange region ; of the holy pair 
Grateful ray farewell took ; and liere my tale declare.” 

XLTII. 

He ceased, and Godfrey answered : “ Tears, Sir Knight, 
Tears for thy tale, 't is all we can, receive ; 

Things strange aifd doleful hast thou ])roiight to light, 
Whence wo with reason ^‘il our face, and grieve ; 

Alas the* injustice of th*'* V?ruel eve! 

That friemls so full of zc^il, so brave in fight, 

Fate slioiild from pleasant life so soon bereave I 
Thy valiant Lord wjis, like a flash of light, 

One glittering instant shown, then sudden snatched from sig 

XLIV. 

‘^But wherefore grieve? The prize of realms ar'ti gold 
Shows mean, compared with this their blissbil doom; 
Never were bays so glorious, e’en of old, 

Given in tlie car-eliinbcd Capitol of Borne! 

Throned in Heaven’s star-lit tonq>le, tliey assume 
Scei)trcs of palnj, ami crowns of flowers that grow 
In Eden, odorous with immortal bloom : 

There, to the radiant wounds ‘received below, 

Each joyous martyr points, and glories in the show' 

XLV, 

“ But thou, who for fresh toils and dangers new' 

With the church militant art left behind, 

Shouldst in their blissful triumphs triumph too, 

And, to the wise decrees of Heaven resigned, 

Give now to joy thy meUncholy mind ; 

And, for Bertoldo’s son, — ^kuow, that he strays 
Far from the camp, — the wanderer wdio may find ? 

But tempt not thou the desert’s doubtful ways 
Tn search, till certain news instruct us where he strays. 
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_ XLVI. 

This their discourse in others* breasts renewed 
Their latent love for fair Sophia's son ; 

And some exclaimed, ** Through wliat wild desert rude 
Docs not the youth now rove ? what risks not run 
From the marauding hordes?” Nor w'as there one 
That had not some brave story in his praise 
To tell the Dane, of laurels nobly won ; 

t The long bright tissue of his deeds they blaze ; 

hich he with transport hears, and undisguised amaze. 

XLVII. 

When now remembrance of the absent youth 
TTad touched all hearts, and molted many an ey 
To tears of tenderness ami anxious nitli. 

Behold, the troops, commissioned to supply 
l?he camp, from nightly forage fi«r and iiigli 
j^leturii ! vast flocks and herd®-* with them they load, 

''That fill the region with their welcome cry; 

Corn, though not miujli, and fragrant hay to feed. 

With the fat beeves they bring, each knight his hungry steed. 
XLVJII. 

And last, not least, a too decisive sign 
Of tragic chance, severely to be rued, — 

The good llinahlo's vests and armours fine, 

Those rent and bloody, tliesc all hacked and hewed ! 

Quick through the host, in sad incertitude 
And keen alarm, the sudden rumour flew ; 

For who such things could hide ? the multitude, 

\ Sore grieving at the tidings-, thronged to view 

''^^Thc brave yoiu% hero's arms, — ^they saw them, and they kuexr. 

XLIX. 

• Too well they knew his hauberk’s ponderous plates 
And moony shield, far-flashing, on whose face 
Is seen emblazed the bird which educates 
Her unquillcd infants on the sun to gaze 
With eyes undazzled by its ardent rays ; 

Or first, or all alone, it used to strain 
Its proud wings fearless, giving glory chase ; 

Now, not without deep pity, wrath, and pain, 

They see it cleft, and streaked with many a sanguine stain. 
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L. 

Whilst the crowd whisper, and the dark event 
In various wise account for each to each, 

The virtuous Duke for Aliprando sent, 

Chief of the troop, a man sincere of speech, 

And whose ingenuous words might none impeach, 
Stamped as they were with truth*s inviolate seal ; 

Then thus : The meaning of this mystery teach ; 

Both how and whence these arms were had, reveal, 

Nor, w’hcther good or had, the slightest fact conceal." 

LI. 

“ Far as an active traveller may attain 

In two <lays’ journey hence," the knight replied, 

In hollow of high hills, a little j)lain 
Lies from the road to (Lua somewhat wide; 

To which a brook’s slow waters gurgling glide 
’Tw'ixt brier and bough, iVcvn tangled steep to steep ; 
Low down, o’erarching oaks on every side 
Fling their brown shadows o’er a dingle deep ; 

Fit screen for ambushed men their watch unseen to keep. 

Lll. 

“ And a.s we souglit, in this sequestered nook^ 

For herds or Hocks that to its grass-green bed 
Might come to graze, we saw beside tbo brook, 
Stretched on the j>urplcd herbs, a knight lie d<»rtd ; 
Crimson his vests, his arms were Oropt with red ; 
Through every heart instinctive horror shot, 

For well we knew them, though with blood o’erspread: 
To view his face, I, hastening^ bo the spot, 

Found but a headless trunk — the severed hoadl^was not ! 

LIII. 

“ The right hand too was gone, and many a wound 
His noble body bore, from back to breast ; 

Hard by, tlie argent Eagle on the ground 
Lay with his vacant helm and battered crest. 

Whilst round the groeiwood shade we gazed, in quest 
Of some one to explain so strange a case, 

'A peasant passed, who spying us, repressed 
, Hi. 3 steps, and from the solitary place, 

Xfa instant act to fly, turned back his frighted face. 
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LIV. 

But, chased and taken, to our stern demand 
I And inquisition, he at length replied, 

That ho, the day before, had soon a band 
Of armed soldiers from the forest ride ; 

One bore a heatl fresh severed at his side, 

Grasped by its golden gory locks ; his scan 
Was keen — tlie visage clearly he descried, 
ind to his judgment (so his story ran) 

1 of a beardless youth nmturing into man. 

LV. 

|In shawl of satin soon the murderer slung, 

Ind bore it pendant at his saddle-bow; 

‘ know them Christians by their foreign tongue 

! id red-cross habits, or he judgi*<l them so : 
coping 1 stripped the body, nor was slow 
I speak my apprehensions; paid*tli(* brave 
The last sa(l rites, tlu? best 1 could bestow ; — 

His dirge was chanted by the whispiTing wave, 

the grey rustling woods sang requicmi o'(jr his grave 

LVI. 

1 “ But if the corse be his whom I biiwail, 

I A nobler tomb his relics should receive 
? Nought left untohl of his mysterious tale, 

I Good Aliprando took his mournful leave. 

I Godfrey stood pensive, and the livelong eve 
Sighed as the subject inly he discussed : 

Y No clear assurance could his doubts relieve ; 

, And much he wished, by signs of surer trust, 

To known the mUngled trunk and houiicido unjust. 

LVII. 


The night has risen, and silently unfurled 
O’er heaven's blue infinite licr brooiUng wings ; 

And sorceress Slumber, walking tli rough the world. 
On every eye her dulcet syrop llings ; 

Thou, Argillan, alone, by griefs sbnrj) stings 
Pierced to the quick, her blandishments dost slight» 
Busying thy brain on mighty thoughts and things; 
Nor giv'st to thy wild eyes and troubled sprite, 
Mute quiet's peaceful calm, or slumber's soothing rite. 
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He, of a fervid and impetuous mood^ 

Active of hand, and turbulent of tonguei 
Was on the Tronto born ; in civil feud 
Nursed by fixt hatred, and exiled whilst young ; 

Tims, by strong passions to resentment stung, 

In woods and wilds a robber he became, 

And stained with blood the rocks from which he sprung || 
Till, into Asia aiininmned, lu* his fame 
Bravely redeemed in war, and gained a nobler name. 

LIX. 

At length, toward inorn he elosetl his eyes and slept,— 

No calm, sweet sleep, but the dull synonym | 

Of death ; — tlirough his thick blood deep stupor crept, 
Possessed each sense, and locked up every limb ! 

Ill ilreadful nightmare : then, delusions dim J 

Swarmed to his brain » by curst Alecto sent; 

He slept, not rested ; for the Fury grim, 

In strangling dreams of terrible portent, 

Her own alarming shape did darkly represent. 

LX. 

A headless trunk of monstrous size she feigned, 

Shorn of its better arm ; the left, the head 
Fast by its horrent hair aloft sustained, 

Disguised 'twixt livid pale and sanguine red. 

The lips still breathed, and breath, ing spoke though dead; 
Dripped the dark blocjd ; and many a doleful sigh 
Shrilled from the skull, as lioliowly it said, 

Lo, Argillau ! 't is daylight in tlie sky ! 

Fly, fly those dreadful tents ! their impious Cliieftain flyl 

LXI. 

From his curst frauds wliich killed me but of late, 

Who, comrades dear, shall keep you or defend f 
The’ insidious Traitor in his rancorous hate, 

Thinks to slay you, as late he slew your friend ; 

But if that hand so e/dger to transcend 
The* undying fame which Brutus dared to seizes 
jCan on its own audacity dei)end, — 

Fly not ; but let the tyrant’s blood appease 
My4,ngry ghost, and give the' unquiet spirit ease. 
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I will be with thee, a pale sliade, and yield 
I Arms to thy hand, and anger to thy breast !" 

I She said; and breathing, all his spirit filled 
IWith a new fury not to be repressed : 

I Ho broke from sleep ; and trembling rolled distrest, 
j While madness sparkled in each straining ball, 

S His poisonous eyes, of all the Fiend possessed : 

Armed as he was, he flew to summon all 
^^lia’s fiery sons, obsequious to tiic call. 

LXIII. 

I ^0 led them where Kinaldo’s arms were hung 
I 1 funeral pomp around his vacant tent ; 

. nd thus, with pride and indignation stung, 
s grief divulged, and gave his passion vent : 

P5hall then a vile tyrannic race, whose bent 
"l' ^o faith can bind, no reason can restrain, — 

Kites, never gorged, though ever on the scent 
For blood and gold, shall they with iron rein 
^ purb our proud necks, and tame our spirits to the chain f 
* ^ Lxiy. 


. What we have borne in sutferings, shame, and tears, 
Six summers now, beneath their fatal spoil. 

Is such that Rome will, lor a thousand years. 

With anger burn, and with disdain rebel ; 

I will not, no, brave souls ! I will not tell 
How genius, prowess, arms w'cre rendered void. 

When Tancred triumphed and Cilicia fell ; 

' What wonted arts the traitor Frank employed, 

When that which Valour woji, usurping Guile ei\joyed 1 


LXV. 


“ I will not tell, when need and time require 
Firm thought, bold heart, and executing hand, 

How through a thousand deaths we all aspire 
With axe, mace, dagger, truncheon, blade, or brand ; 
First where^the prize is fixed, the peril {(lannedy— 
But when the p^ms, but when the prey they sWe, 
The pride, tho praise, the glory, gold or land, 

These are not ours — ^'t is but for us to stare, 

As they the trophies claim, the plunder homeward bear 

N 2' 



196 


JERUSALEM DELIVERED. 


C4NT0 ylClf 


LXVI. 

“ Peace to the thought ! there was pcrhcT-ps a time 
When st‘rious and severe such wrongs would show ; 

Now let them pass — ^this last tremendous crime 
Has made their sc'cniing scarlet white as snow ; 

Ilinahlo have they slain, insulting so 
All laws divine and human ; in his bloom 
Cut oil; the beautiful, tlie brave ; and lo ! 

Flash not the skies ? cleaves not, 0 earth, thy womb, 

In its perpetual niglit the monsteVs to entomb? 

LXVII. 

“ They've slain Rinaldo, of our faith the shield 
And sw(»rd ! aiul lies he inirevenged ? — lie lies 
Yi‘t uiirevengod ; and on the naked fiehl, 

Uiihyiiined, untoiiibed, beneath the freezing skies, 

Laeed o’er with wouiuU in ((^rriblc disgui.se: 

Ask you what bai bnrous ruilian smote lum down ? 

Of him who can b(* ig?iorant ? you have eyes ! 

Who marks not, jealous of our high renown, 
lioth (>(jdfrey’s damning praise, and Baldwin’s envious frowui 

Lxviir. 

‘ But why debate ! I swear by Heaven, that flea von 
Wliieli not un])uuished lets the |)(‘i;inrod pass, 

'Twixt light and dark, before my sight was driven 
His wan<lering ghost, a j>;do aiul mangled mass ; 

A sight how wihily horribh*! alar% 

What frauds from (bxlfrey did it not divine! 

It was no dream ; rny brain is iis a glas,s, — 

I see it yet ; where or my eyes incline, 

Fhore the red ligurc stalks, the eyeballs dimly shine. 

LXIX. 

“ What shaU we do? to that iuii)erious hand 
Whieh so unjust a death yet foully stains, 

Submit for aye ? or seek the far-olF land, 

Where rieh Euphrates laves the’ Assyrian plains, 

And many a city, maiVy a town sustains, 

Held by a feeble and imwarlikc race, 

Soon to be tamed, I ween ! with little pains 
This may w'e win ; no Frank shall there find place. 

To share our hard-earned spoils, or brand us with disgrace. 
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LXX. 

‘ Yes, go, and let the guiltless hero lie 
All uiirovenged, if so it scemeth good ; 

Though, if your chill and stagnant blood boiled high, 
Oh, boiled it high and ardent as it shouM ! 

This poisonous snake that has devoured for food 
The flower and ])ride of our Italian clime, 

Should to the rest of his accursed brood, 

By liis own pangs and death, of jiunislicd crime 
noted warning give, through long succeeding time* 

LXXI. 

I, I, if courage serves your wish to dare 
11 that it should, will first assail his crest ! 
his very hour my dagger will I bare, 
o probe his heart, malignant treason’s nest !" 
e said; and on the spirits of the rest, 
lis wrathful genius and electric eye 
; Their own tumultuous energy imjircssod; 

; And, Arm, oh arm you !" was the madman’s cry; 
'“Arm! ann!" the' indignant youth in unison reply. 

‘ LXXII. 


Midst them Alecto whirled her torch, and firo 
Coramixt with poison in their bosoms blew ; 

The' infernal tliirst for blood, the frenzied ire. 

Each dreadful instant more controlless grew : 

Forward the snaky witch dilating flew, 

And to the Swiss from the Italians passed, 
t Storms in their fiery hearts alike to brew ; 

Thence mid the British troops her plagues she east ; 

A 11 lend a gaping mouth, and take tlio’ infection fa.«t. 

LXXIII. 

Nor did the public loss and grief alone 
Bouse in these foreign bands disdain so deep ; 

They had old piriucs and grudges of their own ; 

Whence this now wrong but added to the heap 
Fresh nutriment ; each scorn, long lulled asleep, 

Revived, — the Franks as tyrants were accursed ; 

Their wrath and hate all limits overleap ; 

Swell in proud threats, and fixt to dare the worst, 

Loud as a roaring stream, restraint's strong floodgates burst 



198 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. Om /nf 

LXXIV. I 

So water, boiling in a brazen vase 
With fire too fervent, gurgles, fumes, and glows ; 

Till, hot at heart, it lifts its raging face 
Above the brim, frets, froths, and overflows. 

No remedy remains ; too few were those 
Whose truth-illumined minds went not astray, 

The headstrong crowd's distraction to comi)ose ; 

Tancred, Camillo, William, were away, 

And all whose sovereign powcT their heat might else allay. | 

LXXV. 

^T is uproar all ; like tipsy bacchanals 
The crowd to arms precipitately spring ; 

And now are heard fierce cries, seditious calls, 

Shields clash, hoarse trumpets stern defiance fling, 

And beardless boys heroic ditties sing : 

Meanwhile swift messengers, on every hand, 

To Godfrey warning of rebellion bring ; 

And armed Baldwin with liis unsheathed brand 
Fast by his brother's side in silence takes his stand. 

LXXVI. 

Hearing the charge, liis oyci to heaven he turns, 

And to his God for wonted succour flees ; 

“ Lord ! thou who sce'st how much my spirit spurns 
The’ imputed crime — thy sight u\\ spirits sees, — 

Kend the dark mantle of the mind from these ; 

Their hearts illumine with thy light divine ; 

Bebuke the furies of the crowd to peace, 

And give mine unstained innocence to shine, 

Pure in the world’s dim sight, as pure it beams in thine l" • 

LXXVII. 

He ceased ; and feU life and vigour dart 
Warm thro’ his veins, from heaven inbreathed, which shed 
Light o’er his face, and fortified his heart 
With faith ; surrounded by his friends, he sped 
’Gainst those who thdught to’ avenge the’ ideal dead : 
though bristling arms illumined all the place ; * 

Though hate and rage in every glance he read ; 

Though there wore some reproached him to his face, 
Stately he still held on, with firm, unfaltering pace. 
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!e ha4 his hauberk on,— a vest of white, 
iehly eoibroidered, from his shoulders flowed ; 
are were his hands and head ; and, to the height 
f dignity sublimed, his features glowed, 
right as an Angel’s from his blest abode 
snt sceptred forth : such was his port ; he trod^ 
s on the winds ; no arms at need he showed, 
ared them without, — but shook his golden rod ; 
when he spoke, all seemed to hear the voice of Ood. 

LXXIX. 

Wliat senseless threats are these that brave the skies f 
liat idle clang of arms is this 1 hear ? 
lio stirred those tumults ? is it in this wise 
hat your so-long-provod ruler ye revere? 
odfrey of guile what whisi>erer in the ear 
rraigns ? who brings the ancusaliori ? who 
Abets the charge? stand forth! let him apjKjar! 

Ye look perchance that I with prayers should sue, 
Number my proofs in plea, and mercy crave from you: 

LXXX. 

“ No ! never shall the world that with my name 
Resounds, to such debasement see me bend ! 

Me Truth, the memory, of my deeds, my fame, 

And this starred sceptre only shall defend : 

Justice for once to grace shall condescend; 

For once remit the dues she should receive, 

Nor o’er the guilty her just scales suspend'; 

For former worth this error 1 forgive; 

Live, to regret your fault, for young Riualdo live! 

LXXXI. 


The’ Arcli-culprit only 'vith his blood must wash 
Away the treason — ^Argillan shall die ; 

Who, moved by mere suspicion, base as rash, 

Led the revolt, and bribed you with a lie! " 

Whilst thus he spake, his more tbEfii kinglike eye 
In pom{f of horror on the ruflian shook 
Lightnings and frowns, as from a living sky; 

That Argillan, amazed, of force forsook, 

Turned (who would think it?) pale, o’ermastered by a look. 
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The crowd too, late so insolcot, that roared 
Such bold defiauce forth of spite and pride, 

Whoso hands had been so swift to seize on sword, 
Axe, torch, or javeJin, as the liend supplied, 

(Hushed at his golden words,) could not abide 
His glance; but cast their guilty e^'^es to ground, 
While shame their cheeks to deepest crimson dyed; 
And suffered Argillan, tlioiigh bristled round 
With all their ported spears, iii fetters to’be bound. 
LXXXIil. 

So when a lion, roaring in his rage, 

Shakes high against the sun his frightful mane, 

Tf he who tamed liia wildness to the cage, 

Hut knits his brows in visible disdain, — 

His harsh rule fearing, fearing to sustain 
His threats, he pays obedioiico to the spell, 

Foregoes his fire and (irouehes to the chain; 

Nor can his teeth, armed paws, or malice fell, 

Spirit him up with pride, or tempt him to rebel. 

LXXXIV. 

'T is famed that there was seen, of cruel look 
And threatening gesture, but celestial mould, 

A winged warrior, who with one. arm shook 
Before the pious prince a targe of gold ; 

And with his right hand, dreadful to behold, 
Brandished the lightnings of a naked sword, 

From which some recent drops of crimson rolled ; 
The blood perhaps of realms on which were poured. 
In his long-slumbering wrath, the vials of the Lord. 

LXXXV. 

The tumult thus composed, they cast aside 
Their arms and evil wills with one consent ; 

And Godfrey, slowly, and in decent pride 
Beturned, admired, to his imperial tent : 

On various cares and hew engagements bent, 

He now determines to attack the town, 

Ere or the second or third day be spent ; 

And oft surveys the timbers late cut down, 

That now in huge machines tremendous battle frown. 
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aiaiiSA iXlli. 


aboumbnt. 

Thk Fury spurs on Solymaii to make 
A sharp assault upon the Franks by nlg’ht; 

God, who beholds tlic’ infernal spirits take 
Part ill rlie charge, to countervail their spite, 
Sends Michot'l down to earth, who puts to flight 
Their evil host; when freed from their array, 

The troop enthralled by fair Arinida's sleight, 
Returning, aid’ the Franks; at dawning day 
llis loss the Soldan sees, and murmaring flees away. 


I. 

But Hell’s great Plague, who saw her rule dissolved, 
The heats allayed, the iiassions lulled to peace, 
Immutable of mood, and still resolved 
To war on fate and the divine decrees, ' 

Departs, — and where she passes^, the green trees 
Fade, ‘'the sick sun turns pale, the living springs 
Stagnate, and cankers blight the flowery leas ; 

Charged with fresh furies, pondering fiercer things ^ 
Headlong she shoots abroad, and claps her sounding wingSiP 
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n. 

She, knowing well how by the busy arts 
Of her foul consorts, to the Camp were lost 
Rinaldo, Tancrcd, and the rest whose parts 
In war were feared and celebrated most, 

Exclaimed, What wait we for, since clear the coast ! 
Now let our Solyman, when midnight lowers, 
Unlooked-for come, and slay the sleeping host ; 

From a discordant cam]>, exhausted powers. 

Surely (or much I hope) the victory will be oursl” 

III. 

This said, to the Arabian bands she Hew, 

Where, made their captain, Solyman remained ; 

Than whom no fiercer man the sabre drew 
In Christ's defiance, or his laws disdained ; 

Not if the Titans were from hell unchained, — 

Not if the earth were now to renovate 

Her big-boned Giants : o'er the Turks he reigned, 

And held his court in princely Nice of late. 

In all the pomp and pride of oriental state. 

IV. 

He ruled the lands from Sangar’s silver springs 
To crook’d Meander and the Grecian shore, 

Wliere the famed Phrygian and Bithyrlan kings, 

The Mysians and the Lydians lived of yore, 

With all who hear the stormy Enxlne roar : 

But when against the Turks, in Asian sky. 

The pilgrim armies first thcMr ensigns bore, 

Conquered his realms, his Faynim chivalry. 

Twice fought in tented field, wore twice compelled tr> (iy. 

V. 

When fortune oft he had in vain essayed, 

Forced to abandon the loved kingdoms lost, 

He to the Court of Egypt passed, in aid 
Of its brave King, who proved a noble host ; 

Glad that a warrior so renowned, the boast 

Of Asiatic story, should combine 

With him in plans which all his soul engrossed,-^ 

To drive the Christian powers from Palestine, 

And U> their pilgrims still deny the sacred shrine. 
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VI. 

) But, ere lie openly denounced on them 
! Decided war, to make success more sure, 

|y He would that Solyman, with gold and gem 
Given for that use, the Arabs should secure ; 
j Whilst he the Asian and barbaric Moor 
j Bribed to his ported flag ; at his desire 
[iThc Soldan went; and (piickly to his lure 
Attached the greedy Arabs’ souls of fire, 
bbers in every age, and lAyraiidons of hire. 

VTI. 

us made their Chief, he now with blade and bow 
I’crran Judea, gathering am])le jirey ; 
lo that he barred all acess to and fro 
itwixt the tented camp and navied bay : 

"nd brooding deep, from hitter day to day, 
ver his ancient power, his ])rosont lot — 
ruined name, an onipirc passuil away, — 
iSorno greater deed his wrath resolved to plot, 

Chough yet he had not judged, or well determined what. 
VIII. 

To him Alecto hurried, in the guise 
Of a grave man right venerably old. 

With boarded lip, smooth chin, and piercing eyes, 

And wrinkled aspect, bloodless to behold : 

Her head a Turkish shawl in many a fold 
^reathod round ; the vest across her shoulders flung, 
Flowed to her heel ; a sciinotar in gold 
Shone at her side ; aback a quiver hung ; 

Vnd in her martial hand she bore a bow unstrung. 

\ IX. 


• Whilst we," she said, but traverse empty plftins, 
,A howling wilderness of sands forlorn, 

W^here now no rapine to bo reaped remains, 

Nor conquest gained but such as we should scorns 
Godfrey to very heaven exalts his horn, 

Smiting the City with his mustered powers; 

And now his engines to the walls are drawn ; 

And we must see, if unimproved the hours^ 

Fire ride the flaring wind, and scale her topless towm 
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X. _ 

“ Shall plundorei herds, raped flocks, and hamlets burnec ^ 
Be tlic sole spoils of Solyman ? what then, 

Are thus thy realms retrieved, thy wrongs returned, 

Rule reacquired, or grandeur thine again ? 

Rouse thee, arouse ! lead forth thine armed men ; 

Let Dedanim awake ! let Kedar rise, 

And’ storm the Dragon in his midniglit don! 

Trust to thine own Ara&pes, whose advice 
Has, both iu good and ill, api)rovcd itself of price. 

XL 

“He looks not for us, dreads us not, disdains 
The naked Arab as a timorous slavi‘ ; 

Nor dreams that tribes whom custom only trains 
To spoils and flight, would dare a ileed so grave. 

But thy brave wi)rth shall make I ho rovers brave 
Against an armed camp, which slumbers bind 
Apt for the sword !” Her counsel thus she gave; 

And breathing all lier furies in his mind, 

Mounted the passing cloud, and mingled with the wind. 

XII. 

He, lifting up his arm toward the skies, 

Shouts to her — “Thou, w'ho fir'st my spirit so! 

No man art thou, though under man’s disguise ; 

I know tliee — follow thee, behohl ! 1 go : 

Where plains extended, mountains now shall grow, 
Mountains of lifeless people gashed and stark ; 

Wlicrc burned the desert, streams of blood shall flow; 

Be now my Genius ; lead me to the mark ; 

And rule my lifted lance to conquer through the dark !” 

XIIT. 

^0 dallying ; no delay ! he sounds his swarms, 

Collects, harangues them, wdns them to combine 
And with his own electric ardour warms 
The Gamp to second his matured design : 

All stand prepared ; Alecto gave the sign ; — 

With her own lips the sounding brass she blew, 

And loosed the banner on its breezy pine ; 

Swift inarch the hosts, but still as falling dew,— 

Bo still, SO swift, fhev e'en the course of fame outflow. 
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i icto led, then left them ; she assumed 
sourier’s likeness and succinct array, 
i at the time when chequering twilight gloomed, 
i earth, 'twixt serious night and cheerful day, 
lined pondering which dominion to obey, 
tering the City, to the king's divan 
rough the mixt inultitudi's she made her w^ay ; 
i to his ear disclostjd what Solyinan 
>sed by night — the hour, the signal, and the [ilan. 

t now black shadows, flusluKl with vapours red, 

I’tained the moon ; tlio weeping stars witlidrew ; 
d the chill skies, in lieu of lioar-lrost, shed 
earth the somblamai of a l)loo<1y dew : 
e meteors fell , malignant goblins llew 
rough heavcm ; and groans tliift froze the soul with frignl 
Te hoard, whilst from bis grots of brimstone blue, 

0 King of Ghosts let loose each damned sprite, 
i;t^nd from the void abyss spumed forth Ins densest night. 

xvj. 

!• Througli these ilrear glooms the fiery Solyinan 
* Soughtr the <lcvoted tiMUs; but when Night's wain 
’ Had im asurt'd half iis journey, and began 

Sheer down heaven's w(‘s{ei-n stei'p to drive amain, 

I Witliin a mile of the pavilioned plain, 

■' Where the lulled Christian in his martird efoko 
Slept iiiisuspeeting, he liis barbarous train 
\ With food rt ‘freshed ; then, I'arther to provoke 
ffhoir souls to deeds of blood, thus eloquently spoke: 

; XVII. 

’ “ Look on yon Camp, with thousand thefts and spoils 
Dressed out, more widely famed tlian strongly manned. 
That, like a sea, into its greedy coils 
Has gatlioro<l all tin* w’oalth of Asian land ? 

This now boon Fortune olfcrs to your hand, 

The amplest booty uith the slightest cost, 

And the least peril ; all is at command, — 

Steeds clothed in searlet, arms with gold embossed, 
gjOO you, not profit them ; all, all shall be engrossed ! 
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XVIU. 

** This is no more the host whose arms sut Jued 
Imperial Nice, and clove the Persian’s crest ; 

For in a war so long as hath ensued, 

The greater part, of life lie dispossessed : 

Yet, gi-ant it were entire, — ^in deepest rest 
Is it not drowned ! the sabre in the slieath ? 

Unlaced the hauberk ? he is soon oppressed 
Who sleeps, — his life hangs by a slender breath ; 

Warriors ! the coll of slco]) is but the porch to death, 

XIX. 

“ On then, come on ! I first will cleave a path 
Through the grim guards witliin tlio entered wall ; 

Let all swords strike like mine ! ])attorn your wrath 
By mine ; by mine your cruelty and gall ! 

Now let the Galilean’s empire fall ; 

Now write you glorious tti immortal gore ; 

And free your Asia from the tyrant’s thrall ! ” 

Thus inflamed he their spirits to the core ; 

Then to the deed of doatli moved stilly as before. 

XX. 

Lo, through the gloom the sentinels lie sjugs, 

By the faint twinkling of a casual lamp ! 

Nor can he longer hope in full surprise 

To take the cautious Duke and slumbering Camp. 

The sentries soon behold hi.s lion-r.nmp, 

And, their alarum sounding loud, bear back, 

Warned of his numbers by thoir sullen tramp ; 

So that the foremost guards were roused, nor slai^b 
To seize their ready arms, and face the near attack. 

XXI. 

Sure of discovery now, the Arabs wound 

Their barbarous horns, and raised their yelling cry, 

“ Lillah il Allah ! ” to the well-known sound 
Neighed all their steeds — earth rang as they rushed by 
Bellowed the mountains, roared tlio rifted sky, 

Roared the deep vales : the’ abysses caught the tone. 

And answered in drear thunder, whilst ou high, 

Alecto the blue torch of Fhlegethon 
Shook toward Zion hill, and signed her legions on. 
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XXII. 

rushed the Boldan on the guard, e’en then 
X confusion, unarranged ; less swift 
s the grim lion from Ins bosky den, 
ts the fierce eagle from her mounts^ clift : 
is, that pluck up and in their rapid drift 
down huts, rocks, and trees; lightnings, that blast 
ig towers with bolts that leave a burning rift ; 
liquakcs, whose motions turn the world aghast, 
nbols weak to paint the force with which he passed, 
xxiii. 

iabre never through the grisly shade * 

, but it smites ; nor smites without a wound ; 
wounds, but straight it kills ; should more be said, 
truth would like romance or falsehood sound, 
he dissembles, or he has not found, 
corns the blows which feebler arms imprint ; 
oft his burganet of stetd rings round 
, loud alarm-bells with the lively dint 
)f pole-axc, spear, or sword, and sparkles like a flint. 

XXIV. 

I Just as his single sword to flight delivers 
This foremost phalanx, a gigantic deed, 

Like a sea swelled with thousand mountain-rivers, 

His rushing Arabs to the charge succeed. 

Then the scared Franks flew tent-ward at full speed, 

’^he’ audacious Victor following as they fled ; 

And with them, rapt sublime on his black steed, 

\ Entering the camp-gate, he on all sides spread 
bavoc, and grief, and pain ; loud wailings, rage, and dreed* 


High on the Soldan’s helm, in scales of pearl, 

With writhen nock, raised paws, outflying wings, 

And tall rolled downward, ending in a curl, 

A rampant dragon grinned malignant things : 

Its lips frothed poison; brandishifig three stings, 

You almost heard its hiss ; at every stroke 
Heaped on its crest, through all its livid rings 
It seemed the monster into motion woke, 

Spit forth its spiteful fire, and belched Tart^weous smoke. 
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XXVI. 

Such and so Gorgon-like the Soldan*s form 
Showed by those fires to the beholders* sight, 

As Ocean tossing in a midnight storm 
To sailors, with her million waves alight. 

Some give their timid trembling feet to flight ; 

Some, their brave hands to the revenging blade; 

And still the’ infuriate Anarch of the Night 
Increased the risks by darkening them in shade, 

And to the midnight winds tumultuous discord brayed. 

XX VI I. 

Of those who showed in this tremendous hour 
The stoutest heart, was old Latinus, bred 
On Til)er*a banks ; toils had not (jiielle*! his power^— 
He stood an oak with all its leaves imshcd, 

0 rcen, though in age ; Ave sons to war he led. 

Who, nobly envying hiS e\])loils sublime. 

Ilia steps attended with unequal tread ; 

In iron armours th<‘y their unri[)c prime, 

And their yet growing limbs clothed, long b(^forc their : 

XXVIII. 

The sire’s examph' whets their souls to slake 
111 blood tluMf eager wrath; “ And come,” he eriej, 
Como where yo see you tyrannous proud Snake 
Devour the crowd that from his fiei’CLnoss flies. 

Let not the sanguiiu? crimes and hutcheri(*s 
Which he on (»th<'rs jierjictratos, inil>racc 
Your usual courage; fame through peril lies; 

And honour, O luy hoys, itself is base, 

Which no siivinountod tods of jeopardy aggrace!” 

\xix. 

So the Acrce Lioness her tawny whcljis, 

Ere mane invests their neck, or nails their ])awiiy 
Ere time with power their native malice helj>s. 

Or teeth and whiskers jag their horrid jaws. 

Leads sternly with hci to the sylvan wars, 

And by her own inAnmos their sa^'^lge moods 
Against the hunter who to Aight o’erawes 
The weaker beasts, and insolent intrudes 
Upon the holy gloom and quiet of her woods. 
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XXX. 

At once beibro, beside him, and behind, 

Tho sire and his imprudent little crew, 

As though incited by one heart and mind. 

In sudden impulse on the Soldan flew ; 

Five long sharp lances they or thrust or threw; 

But his, tho eldest son in daring vein 
Bashly abandoned, and with ardour drew 
[The keen-edged sword, prcsuiTiing, but in vain, 
e warrior’s prancing steed at vantage to have idam. 

XXXI. 

|Ut AS a cliff, exposed to storms, which towers, 
init by a sea that ever howls and raves, 
rm in itself, sustains the wrath of showers, 
javen s hail, fire, thunder, Avinds, and mountain waves ; 
tlie strong Soldan lifts his front, so braves, 
ishakjn in his sdkt, tlie’ cneonrftor weak 
f sword and spear : himself from harm ho saves ; 

I'^Aiid of the son that on his steed w'ould wreak 
|leveiige, tho head disparts, betwixt the eyes and cheek. 
i XXXII. 

Fond Amarante, to aid tho falling youth, 

- Stretched forth liis pious arm ; Oh zeal misplaced ! 

V Vain tenderness, and inconsiderate nitli ! 

' TJiat to his brother’s ruin he must liaste 
^ T'' join his own ! twined fondly round the waist, 
rhat arm tho Turkish sabre from liis side 
Lopt off, — down sank embracer and embraced ; 

\ And lip ^ iip, with melancholy pride, 

Mixing t' -i* last faint sighs, like drooping roses died, 

xxxin. 


Then, having cut Sabino’s lancc in twain, 

That vext him from afar, he spurred his horse, 

Which, bounding on him with a loosened rein, 

O’erturned and trampled so without remorse 
On his fair breast, that from the youthful corse 
In dreadful tliroes the spirit passed forlorn ; 

Sorely repining^at its foul divorce 
From those delightful visions which adorn,' 

With such sweet hues, tho birth of Boyhood's fresh MJlymoRU 

a 
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XXZIT. 

Bat Pious and Laitfentes yet had lifei 

Twins, born so similar in face and size, 

Their persons oft set strangers at sweet strife^ 

And caused fond error in their parents' eyes : 

The’ illusion now, which with an art so nice 
Nature had raised, llage disenchants to dust ; 

The sabre harshly cancels all disguise : 

One through the heart the savage Soldan thrust. 

And one he sundered quite, and* left a breathless bust. 

XXXV. 

The father^ah, no father now !) bereft 
Of his brave infants in so short a space, 

Felt his own doaili in those five deaths, which left 
To him no scion of his name or race : 

In such sharp agonies how strengtli could brace 
His aged heart, or ivaADii aid his braih 
Still to live on and combat face to face, 

1 know not ; but perhaps he saw not plain 
The looks, the dying pangs, and paleness of the slain. 

xxxvi. 

Perchance the Night with friendly pinions dim 
Hid lialf their anguish from the j)arcnt's view ; 

Still he felt coiKiuost would be nought to hiio. 

Unless with full revenge he periahcd too : 

Then of his own bloo«.l prodigal he grew, 

And of the Soldaii’s than a bird of prey 
More greedily voracious : nor well knew 
Which best his passionate desire would pay — 

Or to be killed outright, or suffer on, and slay. 

xxxviu 

But cried aloud : Is then this arm so frail, 

So scorned as old, or ridiculed as dead, 

That all its efforts do net yet avail, 

To call down wrath on my defenceless head ? ” ! 

He said, and hurled ndth fury as he said, • 

His spear at the majestic homicide ; ' 

Straight to the mark the whizzing weapon fled, 

Shivered both plate and mail, and pierced his side ; 

Whence the bright blood outgushed, and all his armour dyed. 
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xxxvin. 

i Housed by the wound, the Turk against him drove> 
(Sternly severe; his sword quick passage found 
|Through the knight’s mail — the target first it clove, 

!Which seven bull-hides in vain encompassed round, 

|And in his bowels sheathed its point profound ; 

|The forcible assault from saddle pushed 

|The hapless knight ; he sighed, and from his wound, 

\\.nd from his mouth a purple vomit gushed, 

!it all with blood the sand with blood the herbage blushed, 
XXXIX. 

f t as jin Alpine oak which scorned the strength 
Aquilo and Eiirus, firm and sound, 
some unusual wind torn up at length, 
jwn tumbles, widely ravaging around 
ne pines and crashing cedars, so to ground 
' fitinus fell, and to destruction drew 
•'.Lore foes than one round whom in’s arms he wound ; 

' Vit end for one so bravo ! tliat overthrew, 

^*en wlion o'ertlirown himself, and e’en when slaughtered, slew; 

XL, 


Wliilst wreaking thus his inward hate, the Turk 
Jlroke his long fast of battle, in their turn 
His active Arabs in their bai*barous work 
Make quick despatch, and all resistance spurn : 
"jLcnry, the Englisli knight, and Oloj)lierno, 

The proud Bavarian, strotclicd on earth supine. 
Expire beneath thy hand, Dragutes stern ! 

Gilbert and Philip, Ariadcne ! by thine, 

Ti in fair castl(‘s both, beside the enchanting llhine. 

XLI. 


Albatzar’s mace Ernesto slew ; the blade 

Of Algazel, Engijrlan ; but to tell 

What various modes of death the field displayed, 

A.nd the ignoble multitudes that fell, 

Mocks all attempt ; at the first ‘‘ ^illah ” yell 
And blast of trumpets, in his martial bed 
Godfrey was woke, was up, was armed, in seUe ; 
Gathered a massy squadron ; at their head 
Placed himself ; ranged their ranks ; and on to battle ledw 

o3 
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XLII. 

Hqi when he heard tlie u])roar that was raised 
Grow momently more wild, was well advised 
That the marauding wanderers of tlio waste 
In sudden insult had the camp surprised ; 

Having by frequent message been ajjprised, 

That they the regions round for spoil laid bare ; 

This w^cll he knew ; but never had surmised, 

That such wild vagabonds Avould ever dare 
To beard, in very deed, the lion in his lair. 

XLIIl. 

But riding on, he heard alarum given 
Elsewhere — “ To arms ! to arms ! ” the trumpet jars 
And barbarous howls all horribly to heaven, 

Loud as the clang and whirl of countless cars, 

Ascoml, and in loud thunder climb tlic stars ; 

This was Clorinda, who to battle hied 
With the king’s troops, and, terrible as Mars, 

Argaiitos, breathing fury at her side ; 

To Guelph, liis viceroy, then the Captain turned, and cric 

XMV. 

“ Hear what new war-cry swells from yonder part 
That lies towards the hills and city ! there 
We need thy utmost courage, strength, and art. 

The sallier’s first insulting shocks to bear : 

Go then ! to guard that (piartcr be thy care ; 

And with thee half of these my troops arrjiy 
In closest cube ; >vJiilst I my'jclf ])ropare, 

Whore southward the lioarse horns defiance bray, 

T 3 front the hostUe charge, and stand at desperate hay.” 

XLV. 

Tnc plan marked out, to right and left tlioy wheeled, 

By different paths, an equal risk to face — 

Guelph to the hills, and Godfrey to the field 
Where now the Arabs hold his men in chase ; 
Proceeding, he gainst strength ; at every pace, 

To his upUfted standard numbers throng ; 

Which, by the time he reached tlie special place 
Where the grim Soldan slaughtering passed along, 

Had gi'own a mighty host, firm, massy, stout, and strong. 
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XLVI. 

I Thus, humbly gliding from his native mountain. 

The Po at first fills not his narrow bed ; 

But aye the more, the farther from the fountain, 

With added forces his proud waters spread ; 

O’er the burst banka his curled brows tower ; with tread 
Conquering and swift, he takes his giant leap 
Down the 'whelmed vales, and with his horned head 
iebuts the Adrian waves ; nor in his sweep, 
l^ms to pay tax, but wage fierce warfare with the deep. 
XLVIl. 

yhen Godfrey saw his troops idlrightcd fly,. .. 
te spurred, and shouted : Shame ! what new disgrace, 
Iriiat dastard fear is this ? tell me but w'hy 
Ijpu run, behold at least wdjo gives you chase; 

'heartless crowd, irresolute and base, 
ceds shaken by a breeze ; they neitlier know 
strike a gallant soldier to his face, 

' Nor take a stroke in front ; your faces shew! 

Chat will alone suflicc to scare the craven foe ! ” 

XLVIII. 

This said, he spurred his horse, and onward flew 
, Where ho bchehl the Soldan's sliining snake; 

Tl*rough blood and dust ; through sabres not a few, 

.td groves of spears his [>rogress did he make ; 

With stroke and onset he dissolved and brake 
Hanks the most strong, and masses most compact ; 

And every where to earth was seen to shake, 

\ With a bold arm, attacking or attacked, 

VVarrior and war-horse, shield and shielded cataphract. 

XLIX. 

O'er the raixt heap of men and arms made black 
With bloodshed, bounds his barb, of nothing shy; 

Tlie’ intrepid Sohlan saw the coming wrack, 

And neither fled, nor had the wish to fly ; 

But spurred abroad to meet liim, and on high 

Baisod his Damascus scimetar to smite 

The moment they should meet ; — ^thus drew they nigh ; 

Oh what two Peers did fortune there unite, 

From the world’s wide extremes, to prove their matchless might4 
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I.. 

Fury in narrow lists with virtue strove ,, 

For Asia’s boundless empire : who can tell 
The fierceness of the fight ! how sabre drove 
At sword ! how swift and strong the strokes that fell ! 

Their dreadful deeds I pass unsung ; they dwell 
With unessential Night, >vhose awful screen 
Hid them from notice ! they wore deeds that well 
Deserved a noonday sun, and to have been 
By the whole world at once in cloudless glory seen. 

JA. 

Tlie Christi'iiis, clieored hy such a glorious guide, 

VV’ax buM, and push the battle to the gate; 

And round the <lragoii-crosted homicide, 

Dense grows the crowd armed best in proof of jdatc: ! 

Foot prost to foot, no ground repining hate 
Concedes; nor this nor that side wins or quails ; 

Faithful and Taihlol alike elate, 

The victor falls, the vanquished now prevails; 

And life and grisly death arc hung in equal scjilcs. 

Lir. 

As with like rage and strength to battle fly 
Hero the strong South wind, there the ruffian North, — 
They cuff, they rav(3, they clash; and sea and sky 
To neither yield themselves, tliough lashed to froth, 

But cloud for cloud, and wave for wave send forth : 

So fought both hosts beneath the hideous sliadc — 
Unyielding, firm, sharp, obstinate, and wroth; 

Front shocking front, in liorrible parade, ^ 

Shield witli shield, helm with liehn, and blade loud clashed 
with blade. ^ 

LIII. 

Nor toward the City shock the cliarging hosts 
Meanwhile with less loud uproar ; nor loss dense 
Glooms their array ; a thousand thousand ghosts 
And Stygian fien^ the cope o£ heaven immense 
Fill, and in Pagan bosoms breathe intense 
Itesolve and fortitude ; that none desire, 

Or even think to stir a footstep thence ; 

Whilst with new rage Argantes they inspire, 

Enough inflamed before with Itb accustomed Arc. 
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Ho too the guards repulsed, and at one bound 

I Clear o er the deep fosse and high ramparts leapedy— 
Levelled the outworks, smoothed the lofty inouiid, 

And with the Franks he slew, the trenches heaped ; 

So that his knights with case pursuing, steeped 
The ground witli gore, and to a purple red 
Dyed the white tents ; like praise Cloriuda reaped 
Fast by his side, or following whore he sped ; 
ith much disdain that she the" assailants did not head. 

! ly. 

Jid now the Cliristians were in flight, wlvei\ Guelph 
flic field of slaughter opportunely gained ; 

[e made thorn turn their faces ; he himself 
I ore the foe’s onset, and his rage restrained, 
j hus fought they ; and on both sides the blood rained 
*n equal showers, and ccpially tlfey earned 
^ The dreary laurels of revenge distained : 

His eyes meanwhile whore liot the battle burned, 
iFrom his empyreal seat the King of Glory turned. 

I i-vi. 

There Ho abides ; there full of truth and love, 

! Creates, adorns, and governs all that be. 

High o'er this narrow-bounded world, above 
The roach of reason and of sense ; there lie 
Presides from all to all eternity, 

Sublime on solemn throne, unbuilt with liands, 

Three Liglits in One ! whilst in meek ministry, 
Beneath his feet, witli Fate and Nature stands 
Motion, and He whoso glass weighs out her golden sands 

LVU, 

With Place and Fortune, who, like magic dust, 

The glory, gold, and power of things below. 

Tosses and whirls in her capricious gust. 

Reckless of human joy and human woe: 

There He in splendour shrouds liimself from show, 
Which not e’on holiest oyes unshaded see ; 

And round about him, in a glorious bow. 

Millions of happy souU keep jubilee,— 

Equals alike in bliss, though differing in degree. 
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Lvm. 

As the loud harmony of angel hymns 
Joyous tlirough heaven’s resminding palace rolled^ 
Michael he summoned, whose seraphic limbs 
sparkle and burn in adamant and gold ; 

And thus serenely spake : “ Dost thou behold 
How from the* abyss yon fiends are risen, to si)oil 
The faithful flock beloved of my fold ? 

Seest thou tliem, Jirined with malice, how they toil 
In wrack and uproar wide those kingdoms to embroil? 

LIX. 

‘‘ Go ! bid ^■hem all avaunt, and leave the caro 
Of war to warriors, as is just and right ; 

Nor tempest and infect tlic earth and air 
Longer, witli their foul charms and evil flight ; 

But l)id tliem back to the abyss of night. 

Their merited abode of wail and pain ; ^ 

There to torment themselves, and wreak their spite 
On the lost spirits subject to their chain ; 

Lo, this my bidding is, and thus do I ordain!” 

LX. 

This said, the wing’d Archangel low inclined 
In reverent awe before the’ Almighty’s throne ; 

Then spread his golden pinions on the wind, 

And, swifter than all thought, away is flown ; 

He passed the regions which the Blessed own 
For their peculiar home, a glorious sphere 
Of lire and splendour ; next, the milder zone 
Of whitest crystal ; and the circle clear, 

Which, gemmed with stars, whirls round, and charms bis 
tuneful ear. 

Lxr. 

To left, distinct in influence and in phase, 

He sees bright Jove and frigid Saturn roll ; 

And those live other errant fires, whose maze 
Of motion some angelic spark of soul 
Directs with truth unerring to the goal : 

Through fields of endless sunshine hh arrives 
Where thunders, winds and showers from pole to pole 
Waste and renew, as each for mastery strives, 

Green Earth, that fades to bloom, and to decay revives. 
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Lxn. 

The horrors of tho storm, the shadowy glooms, 

With his immortal fans he sliakcs away ; 

The splendour falling from his face illumes 
'Night with a sunsliine luminous as day : 

So after rain in April or in May, 
i The sun with colours fine of every hue 
L Faints the moist clouds, green, crimson, gold, and grey ; 
^Cleaving the liquid sky’s calm bosom blue, 

^ shines a shooting star in momentary view. 

LXTII. 

»ut Avhen ho camo^wlioro the malignant Fiends 
Inflamed the Turks, he cheeked his swift career ; 

Balanced his vigorous pinions on the winds ; 
jhen spoke, and, speaking, shook his dreadful spear : 
I'Not yet, Accursed! have ye learneil to fear 
^j^ ihat God whoso blazing thunderbolts of yore 
5 Scorched your gay wings, and to tho nether sphere 
Smote you ? have ages, spent in torments sore, 

Left you rebellious still, aiicl haughty as before t 

LXIV. 

“Lo! heaven hath sworn, that to tho Cross shall nod 
Yon towers, and Sion ope her portal gates ; 

Who shall withstand the oracles of God ; 

Provoke his wrath, and light against the Fates ! 

Depart, ye Cursed ! to your native states, 

Tho regions of perpetual death and pain, 

^ To you devote ; the fiery surge awaits 

Your coming, and rears bright its blazing mane ; 

There urge your impious wars, your triumphs there ordain ! 

LIT. 

“ There o'er the guilty tyrannise; there wreak 
i Your rage, and muster all the pangs ye know, 

Mid racks of iron, shaken chains, the shriek 
And gnashing of interminable woo ! " 

This heard, they fled ; whom be perceived more slow, 

The Angel, with his fatal lance dUvine, 

Goaded and drove ; with sullen groans they go ; 

The realms of smiling light and golden shime 
Of the gay morning-stars reluctant to* resign. 
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LXVI. 

And spread toward IIcll tlieir dragon wings, to tcasci 
And tear with sharper pangs the tortured ghosts ; 

Not swallows in such flocks jms o'er tlic seas, 

Gathering to milder suns and warmer coasts ; 

Not leaves in woods, when Autiiinn’s first night-froste 
Nip their seared beauty, in such numbers e'er 
Heap the low valleys : freed from tlieir foul hosts, 

The joyous earth shook off* her black despair, 

And cheered with flowers the ground, with harmony the a 

LXVII. 

Yet not foi this the valour or the ire- 
Tn fierce Argant<'s’ breast decayed or sank; 

Though there Alocto breathcil not no>v lier fire, 

Nor with her whip of scorpions lashed his flank ; 

But evermore, whi*re frpwnod the closest rank. 

He keenly [died his sliarp, vindictive blade; 

He mowed down Briton, Greek, Italian, 1-Vank; 

The proud, the moan, the potent equal made ; 

And the plumed liege beside his plumeloss vassal laid. 

LXVIIT. 

Not far behind, the Cam[) Cloriuda stvowed 
With severed limbs, and w ith as keen a gust ; 

Through Bcrlinger's proud heart, the warm abode 
Of life and sense, her seiinelar she tlirust — 

True to her wish, ami to her aim so just, 

Its red poi^jt issued from the back ; she loft 
The hapless warrior grovelling in the dust ; 

Then through the navel Albino bereft 
Of life, and Gtdlo s skull, though helmed, in sunder cleft. 

LXIX. 

Gernier’s right hand, that gashed her as she passed, 

She cut sheer off ; which yet did not abstain 
From grasping with its quivering fingers fast, 

Half animate, the sw'ord, and on the plain 
Glid like a snake's lithe tail, that, cut in tw^ain 
By some stung passenger, twists to and fro. 

And fiercely strives to reunite, in vain : 

Thus lopt, he writhed ; the Heroine left him so^ 

Then at Achilles flew, and dealt a nobler blow. 
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I ^wixt the nape and neck the sabre smit^ 
d cut the nerves and sinews that sustained 
e head, which, falling, on the earth alit, 
d in foul dust tlie beauteous face profaned, 
s the trunk fell ; erect the trunk remained, 
sight of horror !) nor its seat forsook ; 

I the sagacious steed, no longer reined 

the strong hand that wont its pride to brook, 

ant from off its back the useless burden sliook. 

LXXI. 

lilst thus tlio dauntless llcrolnc gored ami scourged 
e Western Lords, and thinned their serried lines, 
ir steed against lier brave Gildippo urged, 
made less slaugliter (ui tlic Saraeines : 

?cir sex the same, the same wild^boauty slilnes 
each ; in each the lire of glory glows ; 

' it her courageous rival each repines ; 

|*But face to face in battle thus to close, 

]ate grants it not — their lives are owed to mightier foes. 
\ Lxxn. 

Hero one, and there the other shocked and clijirgcd, 
Jlor this nor that could clear the fighting crowd ; 

But generous Guel|ih pressed forward, and discharged 
' At his fair foe, with broa<l-swoi’d raised, a proud 
Aspiring stroke ; it lingered not, but ploughed 
Her side, and purple turned its j)urest wdiite ; 

Heroic scorn her flashing smile avowed — 

\ She with a thrust sharp answer made the knight, 

And ^tw'ixt the ribs his wound did piissing well requite. 

LXXIII. 


A second, stronger blow Lord Ouclpho strook, 

Which erred^ as tall Osmida, passing by» 

Byi^hance upon his turbaned forehead took 
The wound unmeant, gaslicd deep from eye to eye : 

But here, for glory fierce, the company 
WTiich Guelph commanded, interposing, drew 
In numbers round ; whilst, fixed to do or die, 

Of the pressed Pagans crowds on crowds thronged too, 
So that the maddening fight more wild each moment grew. 
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LXXXT. 

Meanwhile Aurora sweet her roseate face 
Shows from the balcony of heaven ; and lo ! 

Burst from his bonds, and fervent from disgrace. 

Where the press thickens and the tiinmlts grow, 

Oomes Argilhiu, abrupt ; from top to toe 
Sheathed in such arms as chance for the assault 
First offers — good or bad, he cares not, so 
They do but serve him to amend his fault, 

And by new deeds to nraise his tarnished name exalt. 

LXXV. 

A5 when a .sto(3d in the stalls of kings 
Fed for the battle, from his manger breaks ; 

O'er vales, o'er mountains to his loves he springs, 

Seeks the kiiowm meads, or to the river takes ; 

Ilis curled mane dances on his back ; he shakes 
His haughty neck alolt; his broad hoofs sound 
Like the black thunder ; with the bright tirc-flakos 
Struck forth from his swift trampling, burns the ground^ 
And with his ncighings shrill he fills the world around. 

LXXVl. 

So issues Argillan ; his fierce eyes blaze, , 

Intrepid shcivs his brow, sublimely strong 
His lifted arm ; his sivift feet leave no trace, 

Scarce stir the light dust as they bound along : 

And now the tiirbaned multitudes among, 

He lifts his voice like one that laughs to scorn 
All jeopardy and fear : “ Oh yo vile throng ! 

Dregs of the world ! what impudence has drawn 
You to a field of war, amidst wild asses born ? 

LXXVII. j 

“ 'T is not for you the shield and battle blade 
To shake aloft, or wear the w’’arrior'8,wccd ; 

But to commit, half naked a'kid afraid, 

Woun Is to the wind, your safety to the steed ! 

All your achievements and bravo schemes, indeed, 

Are wrought by night, blind Night your sole resource 
And tower of strength ! now she has fled, you need 
' Valour and arms of more efficient force ; 

To what kind guardian Power will you now have recourse f 
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LXXVni. 

i^hilst thus he spoke, on Algazel’s bare cheek 
3o fierce a stroke he took at bold surprise, 
clovo his jaws, and, as he sought to speak, 

|!)ut short his answering accents ; o’er the eyes 
)f the poor wretch a misty horror flies ; 

Ln icy frost runs chill from vein to vein ; 

|Ie groans, he falls, and in the agonies 
)f death, still filled with fury and disdain, 

with his gnashing teeth the’ abominated plain. 
LXXTX. 

1/ various deaths then Agricalt he slew^* ^ 
Irong Muleasses, stronger Saladino ; 
lien at Aldiazel exulting flew, 

clove the haughty Arab to the chine ; 
hxt woumling in the breast bold Ariadiiie, 
re beat him down, and with flerefe vaunts of pride 
Launted the youth ; he, stretched on earth supine, 
, ^His languid eyes ujilifting ere he died, 
il'Iius to liis glorying words presagingly replied : 


LXXX. 

’ “ Notjithou, whoe’er thou art, shalt glory long 
^ In this my death, short-sighted homicide ! 

; . Like chance awaits thee ; soon a hand more strong 
Shall stretch thee pale and breathless by my side!" 
Grimly ho smiled ; and “ Of my fate," he cried, 

Let Heaven take care ; meanwhile die thou, and fll! 
The maw of birds and hounds !" then with a stride 

V Of haughtier vaunt, he pressed him with his heel, 
lid drew at once away the spirit and the steel. 

\ LXXXI. 

Mixed with the lancers rode the Soldan's page — 

His favourite page, angelically fair; 

Qj[i whose smooth chin the flowers that vernal age 
Strews in its deepening ripeness yet were rare ; 

A poet's fancy would the pearls compare 
That ill moist silver his warm cheeks enchase, 

To dews on April roses ; to his hair, 

Untrimmed, the golden gathered dust gave grace, 
And even severe disdain shewed sweet in such a &00. 
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LXXXII. 

His steed for whiteness matched the snows that drift 
On the high Apennines ; the lights that glance 
In Arctic* skies, are not more and swift 
Than ho to run, to twine, to wheel, to prance : 

Qrasped in the midst he shook a Moorish lance, 

And a short sahro graced his side ; with bold 
Barbaric pomp, as in antique romance, 

He shone in purple, glorious to behold, 

Fretted with blazing gems, and damasked o'er with gold. 
LXXXIII. 

Whilst the fair boy whose mind the new delight 
Of glory charmed, with uneheeked conquest warm, 

Hither and thither in his childisli sleight 
Drove the bewildered crowd with little harm, 

Like a grim lion conching cool and calm, 

Fierce Argillano to his motions lent 

Ilcgard ; watched well liis time ; then raised his arm,- 

Loud wliizzed the lance, and, true to his intent, 

At stealth the white steed sh‘w, and down the rider went. 
LXXXIV, 

At his sweet face, where suppliant pity mild ^ 

For mercy, nieny, vainly made appeal. 

The victor-churl struck, hoping to liave spoiled 
That masterpiece of beauty ; bet the steel, 

Humauor than the man, appoarnd to feel 
Pain for the wrong, and ligiited flat ; alas, 

What could it serve him ! soon his cruel skill 
The fault retrieved, — he made a surer pass ; 

Deep gashed the sword his check, and stretched him on the grasi; 

LX XXV. 

The Soldan, who at no great distance fought, 

By Godfrey in the battle kept at bay, 

Turned his spurred steed tlie moment he had caught 
Sight of the risk, and through the wedged array 
Of charged and charging squadrons clove his waVf 
And came in time — for vengeance, not for aid ; 

Oh grief! Oh anguish ! lie beheld his gay 
And late so smiling Lesbin lowly laid, 

[dke a fine fiower cut down, and drooping iiidecayed. 
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LXXXVl. 

I His graceful head fell with an air so meek , 

^Life’s flitting suusiiine languished into night 
)’er liis blue eye, and on the suffering cheek, 

Strewed by Death’s Angel in liis love, the wliito 
iBose breathed so sweetly, that, in pride’s despite, 

Irlis marble heart was Louehed ; and from his brain, 
llu midst of rage, the tears gushed big and bright : 

■What ! can he weep, who saw his ancient reign 
p by without one tear to mark his parting pain ? 

Lxxxvir. 

BTe weeps ! but when the smoking sword Jie yigws 
|i Lesbin’s blood imbrued, all softness dies ; 

[is spirit is ablaze ; his rage renews ; 

^le scorclmd tears stagnate in his stormy eyes, 

Plat flash with lire ; on Argillan he flics, 
lifts his drawn sword, and splits"from thong to thong, 
^'irst the raised buckler witli his proud device, 

/And next his helmed head — a sfroko nu)st strong, 
iT^orthy a Sultan’s scorn who writhed^beiicath such wrong. 
LXXXVIIl. 

Nor thus content, he from liis steed alights, 

And makes fierce battle with the corse lie slew ; 

Like a struck mastifl) that in vengeance bites 
The stone some passenger in anger threw : 

« 0 vain relief of anguish I to yjursuc 
With rage the dust insensible to pain : 

But meanwhile Godfrey and his circling crew 
Of chevaliers, against the Soldan’s train 
fipent not in vain their powers, struck not their blows in vaiiu 

LXXXIX. 

A thousand Turks were there from head to heel 


Sheathed in tine mail, with plated slnclds ; their frame, 
Untired by toil, was stubborn as the steel 
That armed their limbs ; their daring souls the same,— 
Versed in all movements of the martial game : 

The Soldau’s tiiciont liody-guard, they passed 
With him to the Arabian wUds, when came 
His evil hour, and to his fortunes fast 
Adhered through bright and dark, confederates to thl^ last. 
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xc. 

These, pressed together close in firmest rani;, 

Little or nothing to the Franks gave place ; 

Amongst them Godfrey charged, and in the flank 
Wounded Kostene, Corciitcs in the face ; 

From Selin, lifting high his Moorish mace, 

He shore the lioad ; then to Rosseiio drew, 

Lopt off both arms, and in tliat piteous case 
Left him to die, whilst on the rest he flew ; 

Ahd many a Payiiini inaiuied, and many a Paynim slew. 

xci. 

Whilst thus ho strikes, and on his moony shield 
Takes all their strokes, invincible as bold, 

Nor in one point the gruff barbarians yic'ld, 

Their hopes yet ardent, nor their courage c(»ld, 

Fresh clouds of drifted dust ride nigh, that liold 
Lightnings of war within their womb ; and lo ! 

Nearer and nearer as their skirts arc rolled, 

A sudden shine of arms moves to and fro. 

That fills with deep altfrm the bosoms of the, foe. 

XCII. 

Here fifty knights to battle came, who bore 
In argent fichl the lied-eross of theii Lord ; 

Had I a hundred moiitlis and tongues, yea, more, 
Throat, lungs, and breath of brass to sound abroad 
Their deeds, I could not fittingly record 
What numbers lifeless sank upon the plain 
In their first charge ; the valiant Turk that warred, 

And Arab that warred not, but sought to gain 
The gates for flight, alike was met, was pierced, was si ail 

XOllT. 

Grief, Scorn, Pain, Horror, Cruelty, and Fear, 

Ran shrieking on all sides; and you might sec 
Death the Destroyer stride from van to rear, 

In thousand guises, butchering those that flee ; 
Conquering the bravq,; and with a bloody sea 
Billowing the ground : — the king with many a knight 
Had issued from the walls, in certainty 
Of full success, and with the morning light 
Bebeld^he subject plain and uncompleted fight. 
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XCIY. 

when, no longer dubiow) of the* event, 

!e the main army saw in disarray, 
e bade the trumpet sound retreat, ana sent 
ipeated heralds to command, and j)ray 
rgantes and Clorinda back ; but they, 
itoxicate with blood, and blind with ire, 

•ng time refused his message to obey ; 
leugtli they yield* but jointly still aspire 
[rb their scattered troops, and in firm rank retire, 
xcv. 

wlio a coward host can rule or guide ? - 
flight is taken, and the fierce foe nigh ; 
casta his shield, and one his sword aside, 

Tiore encumbered than <^(^f<^nCcd thereby : 
tchod from the South towards the Western sky, 
bigged valley winds, abrupt antf deep, 
i?ar Salem, — thither do the many fly, 
crowds on crowds rude rushing dov/n the steep,— 
^pk clouds of dust arise, and to the city sweep. 

XCVI. 

/Whilst down the hill precipitate they ran, 

Tlie Cliristiau host vast slaughter of them made; 

( Jut w^hen they crossed the valley, and began 
To climb the rooks in bowshot of the aid 
Sent by the king, liis forces Guelpho stayed ; 
for, at such disadvantages of height, 
lie would not risk the’ uncertain escalade ; 

Tims safe within the walls, the king from flight 
leccived the small remains of that unprosperous fight. 

XCVII. 

All that to human oflbrts Nature grants, 

The Soldan now had done ; with sweat and gore 
His members are bedewed ; he gasps and pants ; 

Sharp anguish shakes his frame, lie can no more : 
Weak grow his arm beneath the shield it bore; 

Uis red right hand, with slaughter overspent, 

Scarce waved the sword ; that sword, so sharp before^ 
Now only bruised, so blunted, hacked, and bent, 

It long had lost the use for which the shape was lent. 

r 
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XCVIII. 

Feeliriq thus faint, ho hesitating stands 
In dubious mood, ’twixt warring counsels tost, — 

Or should ho perish by his own proud hands, I 

Since liope afresh was wrecked and honour lost, | 

So uone the glory of his death could boast, y 

Or, should he care to save lus life, and flee |. 

Far from the field where lay his vanquished host ? | * 

“ Fortune," at last he cried, " I yield to thee ; 

And lot my flight the seal of tliy scorned conquest be: — 

XCIX. f 

“ Let G'''Jfrcy view once more, and smile to view 
My second exile; — soon shall he again 
See me in arms retunied, to vox anew 
His haxinted peace and tiever stable reign ; 

Yield I do not; eternal my disdain 

Shall be as are my w?ongs ; though fires consume 

My dust, immortal shall my hate remain; 

And aye my naked ghost fresh wrath assume, 

I'hrough life a foe most fierce, but fiercer from the tomb ! 
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CANTO X 



SHUM IT. 


4iiauiiiiin. 

Bftoiib the Soldan, u he slrepa^ lenient 
rreseii ts liiniNClf, and.secz etiy conveys 
The prince to Sinn, where his courage keen, ' 

And tlic unbending fiminoss he displays, 

Soon cheers the drooping tyrant ; Godfrey pnyc 
Of Ins stray knights the story of thcir»wocs/, 

And when the fear which on his spirit preys 
For lost Uinaldo finds a happy close, 

Ills sons' renown and worth the giflcd seer foreshowa. 


I. 

Whilst yet ho spoke, a steed from battle strayed. 
Came bounding up to him, on ’whose free rein 
A hot and hasty hand the Soldan laid, 

And leaped across him, faint with toil and pain : 

The dragon crest, that with such Icngtli of train 
Of late in air rose dreadful, shorn away, 

Leaves the proud helm undignified and plain ; 

Bent are his glorious robes, his trappings gay; 

Nor has he left one sign of pomp or kingly sway. 

p2 
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II. 

As from the wattled pens the villain wolf 
Chased out, scuds darklinqf to tlic forests hoar, 

Which, though ho well has filled the ravenous gulf 
Of his vast stomach with the flesh and gore 
Of many a victim, thirsting yet for more, 

Laps off the bloody froth his jaws distil, 

With greedy tongue ; e’en so the Soldan bore 
From that night’s slaughter an unsated will, 

For bouRcIloss fields of blood athirst and hungering still 

m. 

As was tviu fortune, from the drizzly cloud 
Of sounding arrows that around him flow. 

From groves of lances, ranks of swords, a crowd 
Of hostile knights, securely he withdrew; 

And ever ns ho rode, unknown to view, 

The most untrod and wildest ways he sought ; 

Wliilst, unresolved what measure to pursue, 

With each fresh billow of coiiliictiiig thought, 

Fluetuates his stormy mind, still fixing, fixe*d on nought, 

rv. 

At length to Egypt ho resolved to hie, 

Where now the Caliph his vast hosts arrayed ; 

And, joined with him, the arms and fate to try 
Of a fresh conjlict ; this decision made. 

In his mid course no longer he delayed, 

But with the speed his urgency demands. 

Rode for the South ; he needed none in siid, 

To shew the w^ay where on the seashore sands, 

Bight strongly towered, the town of antique Gaza stands 

V. 

Nor, though sharp pangs upon his members seize, 

And his weak frame grows weary, will he lay 
His arms aside to taste the bliss of case, 

But in sore travel spends the total day, 

Till from his sight the landscape swims away, 

And shadows tinge the sky’s sweet colours brown ; 

He then alights ; then swathes, as best he may, ’ 

ECs thrilling wounds ; and from the lofty crown 
Of overaodding palms ambrosial fruit shakes down. 
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VI. 

kAnd, thus refreshed, on the bare earth he sought, 
yiis head reclining on his shield, to gain 
est to his TV ear led side, and still the thought, 

The restless thought that tired his busy brain : 

)ut every moment miserable pain 
|Stiing the sick slumberer on his couch of thorn; 

)ft a swift horror shot from vein to vein ; 
fhilst by the inwaril vultures, Grief and Scorn, 

' sad heart still was pierced, his liver fiercely torn, 

vn. 

jt length, when Niglit had reached her deepest noon, 
ind lulled in solemn trance all things around,- 
[mquered with weariness, in softest swoon 
s vexing memories and regrets he drowned : . 
fief languid quiet his shut eyelids crowned, 
id a benumbing torpor, dull bill dear, 
soothing coils about his memliers wound ; — 

; Whilst yet he slept, a sudden voice severe, 

'!^oned like the thunder, thus resounded in his car ; 

viu. 

I “ Solynian ! Solyman ! this lazy rest ' 

, To a more suited time reserve ; still groans 
The land thou hast ruled — a weeping slave, oppressed 
Ilencath the yoke of foreign myrmidons : 

And sloep’st thou here, upon a soil that owns 
So deep a vestige of thy late disgrace ? 

Hast thou the sad remembrance lost, whose bones 
Untombed it holds ? is it in such a place 
That thou must idly wait to give the morning chase ?” 

IX. 


The Soldan, waking, raised his eyes, and viewed 
A man beneath a hundred winters bent ; 

Who, with a writhen staff from the wild wood, 
Guided his feeble steps where'er he wont : 

“ And who art tliou ?” he uttered* malcontent, 

“ Ofheious goblin ! whose ill ministry 
Is — thus to haunt lone passengers o’erspent, 

And scare off their brief sleeps ? take wing, and flee! 
What is my proud revenge, what my disgrace to thee ! ” 
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X. 

“ I,” said the bearded Sire, am one to whom 
Is known in part the scope of your new scheme ; 

And as a friend more watchful of your doom 
And cherished interests than you yet may deom^ 

1 come ; nor let my bitter sarcasm seem 
Severe in vain ; scorn is the quickening spur 
Of virtue and ennobling self-esteem ; 

Let not my accents then, which serve to stir 
The latent fire to flamci your anger thus incur. 

XI. 

“ Though Isow (if I your purpose read aright) 

Your steps to the Egyptian Court incline, 

A dangerous journey and a fruitless flight, 

If yet you pause not in your rash design, 

My mystic art, from many a hostile sign, 

Predicts ; since, whether you remain or go, 

No less the forces of the Saracine 

Will march ; and there, what valour can you shew, 

Or how your genius use against our common foe ? 

XU. 

‘‘ But, if you trust to me, within those walls 
Which fast the Latin arms in leaguer gird, 

In open day, and to the inmost halls 
Of Salem, without sword, I pledge my word 
To bring you safe, unnoticed and unheard ; 

There take your fill of glory and delight ; 

With arms and zeal to fit exploits transferred, 

Defend her tow’crs, till, to renew the fight, 

Tlie hosts of Egypt come, and conquest crowns your right!' 

XIll. 

Whilst thus he spoke, the fierce Turk with amaze 
The ancient man’s electric aspect eyed ; 

His voice was like a s))cll ; and from his face, 

And from his savage mind all signs of pride 
And rage he banished : “ Father ! ” he replied, 

“ This instant I am ready, I am swift 
To follow wheresoe'er thy will may guide ; 

That counsel's best which promises to lift 
My steps with most of toil to Danger’s loftiest clift I ” 
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l^rro 


X. 


XIV. 


he Ancient prais^^fi his zeal, and straightway pourec 
nto his smarting wounds, which Night had chilled, 
sovereign juice tiiiit soon his strength restored^ 
litanched the red ichor, the sore bruises healed ; 

|Lnd, seeing now the sun begin to gild 
fhe orient clouds yet purple from their play 
lound young Aurora, “ Rise from off thy shield ! 
pe said, ’t is time to go ; since breaking day, 

5h calls the world to toil, already lights our way.” 

XV. 

magic Car stood ready at command, — 
ey mount ; the Str«angcr, shunning all delay, 
ook the rich reins, and with a master's liand 
shed the black steeds, that, romping, scoured awaj 
, swift, that not the sands a trace betray 
hoof or w’heel; they vani^h as “they come, 
frV.5roudly precipitant, and snort, and neigh, 

Paw' the parched soil, and, ardent for their home 
Cjhamp their resplendent bits all white with fleecy foam, 

XVI. 


Away! away! and still as fast and far 
Tliey fly, the air to clouds condoiising rolled 
In heaj)s around, and draped the' enchanted car, 

Yet not a wreatli could human eye behold ; 

Nor stone nor rock, (surprising to be told,) 

Hurled from the most niaguiiiccnt machine, 

Might of its crapelike voluiiio pierce the fold ! 

Yet by the two within were all things seen — 

The clouds, air, earth, and sky, all rosily serene. 

XVJl. 

With wrinkling forehead and arched brow, the knight 
On cloud and car gazed stupidly intent, — 

Its w^heels seemed wings, and its career a flight, 

So swdft and soundless o)i its way it went 
O'er the smooth soil ; the Sage pKjnipotent, 

Who saw Ills raptured spirit stand aghast 
At the sublime and mystical portent, 

From his abstraction roused him ; voice at last 
Came to his lips, from which these eager questions passed 
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XVJII. 

“ Whoe'er thou art that, passing: mortal man, 

Mak*st pliant Naturu tlius thy freaks fulfil, 

Who, reading thouglit and purpose at a scan. 

The heart’s*close chambers rangcst at thy \vill, 

Oil ! if it be within thy gifted skill, 

Far.pecping into Time, to see the shows 
Of things yet dark, and spell their good or ill, 

Say, prophet ! say, what ruin or rC]iosc 
Do tlie mysterious stars foredoom from Asia’s throes. 

AJX. 

liUt first thy nafiie declare, and by what art 
Thou w'ork’st things thus beyond weak Fancy’s reach 
For, in this stujior of the mind and heart. 

How else can 1 attend thy wondrous speech ? ” 

The Wizard smiled ; “ Of that \vhi<‘h you beseech, 

Part I, at least,” said he, “ will grant; one page 
We may turn ()V(;r, and its secrets teach ; 

Isinono'I, the Syrian Archimage, 

Named from the magic arts in which I lovoito’ engage. 

XX. 

“Put, Prince, to glaneo through dark futurity. 

And of far fate the’ eternai leaves to read, 1 

Were an attempt too arrogant and high, 

Nor do the Ih'rncns to man such power concede ; 

To face tlie ills and suflerings here decreed, 

All spirit, wis<l()m, strength, let each assume ; 

For oft the valorous and the wise succeed 
In striking brightness from the deepest gloom, 

And from the spheres shape out their OAvn Iriuinphant doori, 

XXI. 

“ For thee ’t will be a little thing, the powers 
And pillars of Frank rule to shake ; prepare 
Not to flank only, nor to shield the towers, 

Which those fierce hosts with such unceasing c.ire 
Strongly enclose, — ’gainst steel, — ^'gainst fire lay bare 
Thine all unconquerable arm ; be bold ; 

Hope all things, sufler all things, all things dare ; 

Myself hope much ; to thoo shall now be told, 

What through the mist of years obscurely 1 behold. 
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XXII. 

H I seem to see, ere many an annual round 
K’on dancing planet runs, a Chief arise, 
pho shall grace Asia with his deeds renowned, 

And with tlic sceptre of the Ptolemies 
illule fruitful Kgypt ; on the policies, 
industrious arts, and blessings of Ids reign, 

P *in mute, — their numljer pains my straining eyes : 
p^his be content to know, the Christian chain 
n equal scorn and strength his hand shall shake in twain. 
XXITI. 

I Yea ! from its very base their rule unjust 
kail in his last proud held uprooted be ; 

^id the lone remnant for their safety trust 
j petty rock beside the howding sea, 

!?/Stotected only by its waves; from thee 
.jjf’^jds Chief shall spring ! ” here hiishod the prophet’s voice: 
And oh ! ” the Turk replied, “ tliricc happy he. 

Destined to such a noble task T’ the choicjo 
His vulture thoftglits half grudge, yet, whilst they grudge, 
' rejoice. 

' XXIV. 


/ “ Lot Fortune,” ho subjoined, “ for good or ill 
Come or come not, as is prescribed on high. 

She sw'iiys not me, but shall behold my will 
Unconquerod aye, and stedfast as the sky: 

First shall tlie moon from her blue circuit ily; 

First shall the stars’ immortal footsteps reel 
From the path fixed for them to tread, ere I 
Swerve but a stop to slum her whirling wheel!” 

He said, and crimson turned, with scorn and fervent zeaL 

XXV. 

Thus commune they ; and now the plain they pass, 
Near which their domes the white pavilions rear ; 

There what a cruel sight was seen! alas. 

In what unnumbered shapes did death appear! 

To Solyman's stern eyes a troubled tear 
Of grief and passion rose at the survey. 

And filled his face with gloom ; afar and near, 

In what wild havoc, how insulted, lay 
His arms and ensigns, feared, so feared of yesterdayl 
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XXVI. 

He saw the Franks in carnival overspread 

The field, oft trampling on the faces pale 
Of his slain friends, as from the’ unburied dead 
They tore the gorgeous vests and shirts of mail, 

With rude insulting taunts : down the lar vale, 

In long, long order, many a funeral quire 
Was seen attending with the voice of wail 
Bodies beloved, whilst some brought careless fire, 

And Turks and Arabs heaped in one commingling pyre, 
xxvii. 

He deeply .sighed, he drew his sword in rage, 

And from his seat leaped, eager in their blood 
To’ avenge the insult ; but the Arehiinago 
llis mad r(3Holve iritlexibly withstood ; 

And, curbing by rebuke his furious mood, 

Made him perforce rosiimo the seat rosigncid ; 

Thou to the loftiest hills his course pursued, 

Baflling the rival pinions of the wind, 

Until the hostile tents in distanc(3 sank bchiiifl, 
xxvin. 

Alighting then, the chariot disappeared, 

And side by side on foot tlie travellers went ; 

Still curtained in the cloud, their course they steered 
Down a deep vale of ditlicult descent, 

Till tliey arrived where to the Occident 
Sublime Mount Sion turned its shoulders wide. 

In rocks and cliffs fantastically rent ; 

There paused the Sorcerer, and its fissured side 
Coasting from steep to steep, in close pcriisai eyed. 

XXIX. 

Scooped in the bosom of the living stone. 

Time immemorial, yawns a hollow grot, 

Whose moutli, from long disuse, was overgrown 
With briers and herbs that mantled all the spot, 

By all but the Magiciaft long forgot ; 

He cleared the way, the entrance he explored, 

And, bending low his body, scrupled not 
Qarkling to creep into the cave, unawed, 

Holding his right hand out to guide the Turkish lord. 
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)ut then spake Solyman; “ What uncouth cave 
|[s this, through whicli my stealing steps must gliile ? 
ij'ar nobler passage with my trusty glaive 
7ould 1 have clel’t, if thou hadst not ileiiied 
' Reluctant soul ! ” the Archirnage replied, 

Lf Let not thy proud feet spurn the gloomy ways 
[IVhich potent Herod has so often tried, — 
i'^hich Herod ofttimes trod in ancient days, 
ise deeds in arms arc yet rlie theme of Syrian praiso. 
XXXI. 

kThis cave the monarch scooped, when with a power 
fore strict his fro ward Jews he wished to hiMid ; 

this he could with e»ise from yonder tow(‘r, 

^^hen named Antonia from hisS‘ noble friend,) 

’#ther, invisible to all descend 
r^j the grand Temple, and secure* his flight, 

A aught of tumult threatened to impend 

I ln the rebellious city, or, by night 
^>csh forces introduoi?, nor shock the public sight. 

I XXXII. 

I ** This dark and solitary cave, of all 
; Existent beings but to me is known ; 

It now shall he our usher to the hall, 

Where in divan the miglitiest of his throne, 

Emir, and sago, and Persic Amazon 

Are gathered by the King, who seems to fear, 

Somewhat too much, misfortune's angry frown ; 

Much needed shalt thou come; stand still, give ear. 

Then move, at suited time, bohl wnmls of lively clieerJ* 

XXXiil. 

He said ; the Prince no longer now disdains 
To enter the strange cavern ; but by ways 
Where ever-during Night and Silence reigns, 

Follows the Wizard through the winding mase 
At first low stooping, but the grot in space 
Loftier dilates, the farther they explore 
Its labyrinthine dcptln, until they pace 
At utmost ease of height the chiselled floor, 

\!id midway soon approach a little grated door. 
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XXXIV. 

Ismcno shot the look ; and to the right 

They climbed a staircase, long untrod, to which ; 

A feeble, gliimncring, and malignant light 

Streamed from the coiling tlirongh a windowed niche; i 

At length by corridors of loftier pitch 

They sallied into day, and access had 

To an illumined hall, large, round, and rich ; 

Where, sceptred, (•rf>wned, and in dark purple clad, 

Sad sat the pensive King, amidst his Nobles sad. 

XXXV. 

The Turk, unseen within the hollow cloud, 

Ills cage^r eyes around th’ nsMiiiibly rolled; 

And heard mcaiiwliiltj tliii iiioiranjli, froiu his proud 
Enamelled seat of (dephant and gold, 

His changed iru aginations thus unfold; 

“ Oh, ruinous indocMl the day gone by 
Proved to our rvile ! my eagle heart ivS cold ; 

Cold, 0 my friends ! and, east from hopes so high, 

Egypt is now the all on which w(‘ oaii roly. > 

XXXVJ. 

“ But well ye see how distant are her arms 
From our so pressing exigeneo, alas, 

Our risks! fur your ad\iee in those alaniis 
Wc all are met, — each speak the thoughts ho has : 

He ceased; sad souiuls around rejoining pass, 

Like hollow winds in woods wdien dark tlu* y(‘ar 
Weeps into winter ; but, with Jront of brass, 

Lively of look and confident of cheer, 

Argantes straight uprose, and hushed each whispering ])eer 

XXXVll. 

What, most magnifieent of Kings ! what now' ?” 

Were the first words of the undaunted Knight ; 

“ What trial 's this? who does not know, that thou 
Need’st not our judgments to deeitle aright ? 

Yet will I say, be all our hopes m fight 
Placed in ourselves ; and if, as sehuolmen tell, 

No ills can harm true Virtue, nor affright. 

Be tiiat our spear, our shield, our citadel,-— 

Let us her dictates use, nor love our lives too well. 
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XXXVIII. 

‘ I say not this as hopeless of the aid, 
he most sure aid our Court did late decree; 

[o doubt the promises my lord has made, 

7ere neither just in you, nor right in me : 

^ut this I say, because I wish to see* 
some of us an energy more brave ; 
soul pro])ared for whatsoe'er may be — 

'o scorn the chance that guides us to the gravCt 
look on victory still as our predestined slave." 

XXXIX. 

bus spoke Argantos ; iKjthiiig more he chose , 
j say, as usdesa in ao dear a case; 
f i-eii with an air of state Orcaiio rose, 

Loeer descended from a princely race : 
warrioT's ouec he hedd respected place ; 
married to a young and beau*teous bride, 

M i‘is courage melt(‘d in her sweet embrace; 

And in his babes now jdaeiiig his chief pride, 
id o'er tlic risks' of war sire and husband sighed. 

XL. 

“ IMv Prince, " ho tlius began, I ne'er can blame 
I The warm til of words magnificent, tliat start 
Bright with the iinju’ess of young Glory's flame, 

Which will not bo coiifmed in tJie close heart; 

And if tlie good Circassian, in the smart 
Of ardent feeling, oft in speech exceeds 
Cool caution's bounds and overplays his part, 

Tills let him claim ; for, hotly Jis he pleads, 

Ills glorying words are matched l)y no less glorious deeds. 

XLT. 

But it behoves thee, whom the wider ken 
Of times and actions so discreet has made, 

Such spiriU hy tliy wisdom to restrain, 

Wlion by enthusiast heat too far betrayed ; 

To balfineo with tby hopes of distant aid 
Our present perils — what may yet faefal, — 

And to contrast, in this their fierce crusade, 

The arms, the zeal, the gemus of 'the Gaul, 

With each new builded work and immemorial vralL 
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CAMtq^ 

XLII. 

“ Our town (if freely I may speak ray thought) 

Is strong by nature, stronger yet by art ; 

But what sublime and strong rnuehints arc brought 
Against its bulwarks, on the adverse part! 

What is to Ir.ippen, i know not, — my heart 
Both hopes luid fears the issm*, as tlic scale 
Vibrates of war ; l)ut hop-e must soon depart, 

Hope must depart, for sustonaaeo will biil, 

If they in stricter siege invest us, and assail. 

XblJT. 

“ But, as respects the stoni of herds and grain 
That yost<n*night within the wails was brought, 

Whilst tlie prost Franks, in you pavilioned plain 
Crimsoning tlunr swords, on conquest only thought, 

(And at tlie gr(‘atest hazard it was wrought,) 

What will it 1)0 Jn tlils'largO tOWIl ? ilt lUOSl/j 
Scant for our nee<l, if the sitjgo lasts; nor sliort 
Tlie siege must prove, e’en though the Egyptian hoit 
Come punctual to the day and hour at lir^t propose*d. 

XLIV. 

But what, if longer they delay? or grant 
That tliey our hopes outstrip, and well iiillil 
Their plighted jiromiso, is there nought to daunt? 

Is the war-slonn lolled back from Zion hill ? 

Is victory ours ? — No, King! we must fight still 
With this redoubted Cirodfroy, as at first ; 

With the same captains, the same liosts, whose skill 
So oft. has bathed the fair Lopes we nursed, 

And Arabs, Persiems, Turks, iu utter rout dispersed ! 

XLV. 

“ Their bravery, bravo Argantes ! thou hast known, 

Who oft ill field hast yielded quick retreat, 

Oft to the conquering foe thy shoulders shown, 

Oft turned for safety to thy wind-swift feet : 

Coupled with thee in danger and defeat, 

This knows Clorinda, this know I ; not one 
In the divan has cause for self-conceit 
Above the rest ; my lord, 1 censure none ; 

All that the might of man can do, ourselves have done. 
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M XLVI. 

; Yet will I say, though he should frown to hear 
rc The truth, and fiercely take the dues of hate, . 
mI see, -alas, by tokens but too clear, 

■ The dreaded Franks led onward by a fate 
Not to be shunned ! no force, however great, 

VNor harnessries of steel, nor towers of stone 
^ KVill bar their final conquest ; this 1 state, 

(Bear witness, righteous Heaven !) from zeal alonci— . 
for my country’s good, and duty to the throne. 

XLVII. 

' How wise the King of Tripoli ! he knew 
b^ow with calm peace his kingdom to retain ; 

Isthilst by his stubbornness the Sold an drew 
"pflieir vengeance downi, and eiMier now lies slain, 
vilely groans beneath tl>e viett»r s chain ; 
into exile, of each face afraidy 

ekeiiig out a life of care and pain; 

\ He too, had he but yielded jiart, and j)aid 

tribute or gifts^of price, might still liis realms have swayed.” 

1 ' XLYIII. 

In these ambiguous words th(> Syrian gave 
A dubious gliiupse of his oblique device ; 

* For, to buy peace and live a feudal slave 
He durst not openly the king advise : 

But the impetuous Solyman of Nice, 

With deepest scorn and indignalion stung, 

No longer could endure such Ciilumnios ; 

And first the Wizard whispered him, “ How long 
Art thou disposed to bcai' the taunts of such a tongue ? ” 

XLIX. 


Against ray will,” he answered, “ well you wist. 
Keep I thus mute; 1 burn with rage and scorn!” 
Scarce had he said, than the gross web of mist 
That like a garment mantled them, was torn, 

And into open heaven dissolving borne; 

At oiicc refulgent from the rending cloud 
The Prince stood forth in the clear light of mom; 
Witli fiery eye, magnificent and proud, — 

Into the haU he strode and sudden spake aloud : 
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L. 

**IiO, I of whom ye prate, before you stand, 

No timorous wretch that into exile flics, 

But ready e'en with this war-wearied hand, 

To prove how foully yon p.ale craven lies ! 

And is it I, wlio shed— in all men's eyes, 

Such streams of blood ; who fought, the livelong night, 
Till the smooth plain did into mountains rise, — 

I, who with thousands still sustained the light, 

Of every friend deprived — am I accused of flight ? 

LI. 

But mark me well ! if he, or any such. 

False to his faith, his country, and his kind. 

Dares on so base a thmiio again to touch, 

This sword shall stab the fnischiof in his mind : 

First lambs and wolves shall in one fold be joined ; 

First doves and snakes shall in one nest embrace ; 

Krc on one soil affianced f)e}ice shall -bind 
Our hands in friendship with this hated race ; 

No ! first tho stable globe shall perish from its place." 

Ul. 

Whilst speaking, he his terrible riglit hand 
Laid on his sword in threatfiil attitude ; 

As statues mute, the Magnates of the land 
Sate, by his words fuul Gorgon lace subdued: 

Then with a gentler tone, in milder mood, 

He greeted courteously the King, and said ; 

“ No more, my lord, on past reverses brood, 

Since I am here, who bring no trivial aid ; 

Let this to livelier hopes thy fainting heart persuade.” 

LUX. 

He, rising to salucc him, made reply ; 

“ Oh with what joy do I behold thee here ! 

Now, neither of my slaughtered chivalry 
Feel I the loss, nor for the future fear ; 

Thou of a truth art come, companion clear ! 

My power to fix, and in good time renew — 

Unless the flattering stars prove insincere — 
lliine own thus saying, to the Prince he drew, 

And round his neck his arms in strict cmbracement tlirew- 
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iFlieir greetings paid, his own rich chair of state 
T?he King conceded to Ihe brave Niceue ; 
khen oi\ a d.ainask throne beside him satC| 
ad on his left hand placed the sage Ismenc : 

I Vhilst of their wondrous coming unforeseen 
Uurious the King for explanation pressed 
iriie Archimago apart, Clorinda sheen 
pame from her scat, and to the royal guest 
gjectful homage paid ; him honouring, rose the rest : 

LV. 

||,id with them bravo Orrnusscs, who, endued 
jlate by §olyman with powers to guide 
•^j:roop of Arabs to the town, pursued 
^ys long disused, and whilst flie fight was plied 
Vth sternest resolution, undescried 
ftirough the dark midnight, had fhe skill to gain 
The straitened town in safety ; and beside 
His armed force, brouglit store of herds and grain ; 
!|Jds, which the pining host had looked for long in vain. 

LVI. 


S8olc‘ with an aspect full of surly scorn, 

Silent the picjuod Circassian kept liis place; 

Like a grim lion, that at sound ol' hum 
Jlolling liis eyes, disdains to stir one pace : 

Abashed Oreano durst not e’en ujwaise 
His eyes; but, pricked by Shame’s compunctuous sting, 
I Shrunk from his wronged opponent’s angry gaze : 

' The Soldan thus and nobles in a ring 
Leave we in dee*p divan, around the Syrian King. 

LVII, 

But Godfrey, following fast as victory led. 

Hail elearecl the ambushed straits, the guarded heights, 
And paid meanwliile to lus lamented dead 
The last funereal pomps and pious rites; 

And now he gives command that all his knights 
Be ready, when the matin trumpet calls, 

To move the* assault; their ardour he incites; 

Ahd wheeling round, in prospect of the walls, 

Yet mightier rams and towers, the townsmen more appals. 
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IVIII. * 

And when he knew the noble troop that came 
In the last light so timely to liis aid ^ 

For his own knights, who, through their amorous flame 
Had followed late the fair insidious maid,-— , 

And with them Tancred, whom we saw betrayed 
To powerless bondage in Amiida's cage, 

After his fancied Lady as he strayed, — 

Alone before the Solitary Sage 
And his chief friends, lie sent, their presence to engage.' 

LIX. 

Soon as -they came, “Let one of you,” he said, 

Of youv brief wanderings the events relate ; 

And by what turn of fortune you were led 
To bring such succour in so sharp a strait:” 

They blushed ; since, e’en for venial errors, great 
Is the remorse of virtue; each would shun 
The task, and downcast stood with looks sedate: 

Liaising his eyes at length, tho^ illustrious son 
Of British William rose, and bashful thus begun. 

LX. 

“ We, whose void lots romainod undrawn, whilst night 
Favoured us, secretly from cam]) witlidrew ; 

Following, I not <leny, Love’s meteor light. 

And a fair face invsidious to undo : 

iVe went by crooked byways, trod by few, 

In discord, jealousy, and fierce debate ; 

And oft the witoli impassioned glances threw, 

Sweet words, and sweeter smiles, (seen through too late ^ 
Which, whilst they fed our love, increased our mutual hate.'^ 

LXI. 

“ At length we reached tin;’ accursed spot, where Heaven 
Rained down its flaky fire in ancient time. 

Revenging outraged Nature* on the leaven 
Of foul Gomorrah and her coasts of crime : 

Once fruitful was the land, and pure the clime ; 

Where odious winds now fret, and billows yell, 

Boiled on a wild lagoon of bubbling slime 
Bituminous, that, smoking as they swell, 

Breathe in gross air the hue and sulphurous scent of hell. 
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^This is the pool in which whate'er is thrown 
ill never sink, but on the surface float ; 
i, iron, marlfle, brass, and solid stone, 
that has weight, is buoyed up as a boat : 
castle crowns the flood, and o*er its moat 
narrow bviflge gives access to the i)ile , 

[hither we wont ; within, sweet mysteries smote 
ir senses, — Nature wore her briglitost smile ; 

^shone the summer soa, nnd laughed the’ enchanted itlOt 
LXIII. 

|he air was mild, lieavoii calm, tlio joyous bowers 
h, the woods green, the waters bright and bfuc ; 
r.st myrtles, lilacha, and divlnest flowers, 
ountaiii to the sun in silver fltw ; 
crisp leaves ma<lo soft music, as to woo 
i i^^ed eyes to slunibin* in the shadetl grass ; 

^lieard was the bee to limn, the dove to coo, 

Nor mute was heavenly Phihmicl ; I pass 

lie glorious struetiiros wrought in marble, gold, and glair'a. 

I LXIV. 

On the smooth turf, near the melodious wave, 
jTii browiKi'st shade were ivory tables set ; 

■With sculptured vases dccketl and viands brave 
jOf every clime and season, — all that yet 
JArt dressed, or taste purveyed, or rifling net 
|Snared from the leafy W'ood or billowy sound, 

With every flavorous wine and rich slierbet ; 

A huudred charming nymjdis, with roses crowned, 
Skilful as Hebe, serveil, and sped tlie banquet round. 


LX7. 

“ With radiant smiles ami fond engaging speecli 
She brewed enchantments fatal to our fame ; 

Wiilst at the feast, from Love’s full goblet, each 
Quaffed oft‘ a long forgetfulness to shame, 

She, rising, said, ‘ I soon return ;* she came, — 

But with a face less tranquil than before ; 

Her check's rose-hues were deepened into flame ; 

A small enchanting wand her right hand bore, 

Her left a book, whence she strange mysteries murmured o*er« 

4 2 
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LXVI. 

Fast as slie read, I felt a secret change 
Invest at once volition, sense, and thought ; 

I longed the wateiy element to range, 

Leaped from niy scat, and flounced in amorous sport 
Through the smooth wave — so wonderfully wrought 
Her spell ! my legs combined ; my arms began 
To* incorporate ; my tall form grew spare and short ; 
0*er all my skin Ijright scales of silver ran ; 

And the mute fish possessed the late majestic man. 

LXVII- 

“ Changed like myself in form and Instincts, all 
Swam the clear silver of the living stream ; 

What then my feelings were, I now recal 
As througli I he incdiiim of a brainsick dream: 

At length it pleased the* Enchantress to redeem 
Our spirits from the srpell ; our shapes we took, 

But wonder kept us dumb, and awe supreme ; 

When, still some anger lowering in her look, 

Slio, threatening thus, our hearts with fresKeonnaotion sho< 

LWIII. 

“ ‘ Lo, now at length ye know my height of power, 

My empire o’er you ! in my will it lies 
To shut you up for ever in yon tower, 

Dead to the sunshine of the cheerful skies ; 

Or rib you into rocks of stone or ice 
To bear the fury of all wrinds that blow ; 

To wing you into birds ; or, in a trice, 

Root you ill earth to germinate and grow ; 

In shaggy hides to howl, or in cold fountains flow. 

LXIX. 

“ ‘ You yet may shun my anger, if you choose 
To’ a.'Iapt your conduct to my sovereign will ; 

Change but your faith, and in our service use 
Y’our swords the impious Lorrainer to kill :* 

All scorned the curst conditions to fulfil, 

Save base Eainbaldo ; him, and liim alone 
She won, — whilst we (for ’gainst her magic skill 
What could avail?) in darksome cells were thrown, 
Beneath a weight of chains, for long, long moons to groan. 
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I LXX. 

I To the same castle came in evil hour 

pld Tancred, who by guile was captured too " 

[ut the fair false Enchantress in her tower 
l)t long detained us ; for, if fame say true, 

[h envoy with an armed retinue 

pme with Prince Idraotes’ signet ring 

fom rich Punascus, — of the maid to sue, 

nat he our troop, disarmed and chained, might bring 

li obliging gift before the’ Egyptmii king. 

H LXXI. 

H^atclicd by a hundred guards wo went our way ; 
Rin, as the providence of Heaven decreed, 

I 1 good Itinaldo, who from dav to day 
Vs adding by some new heroic deed 
I :i/sh grace to glory, on his sprightly steed 
LViet us, nor paused a moment to assail 
The knights our guard ; — ^inoat nobly did he speed ; 
Victorious frouk the foe our shirts of mail 
itfipt, and to us restt)r(id, att*»st the certain tale. 

I LXXII. 

4 1 saw, all saw him ! to his robes \rc clung, 
lleiird his kind voice, and grasped his hand ; thus then, 
False is the rumour that from tongue to longue 
Sounds through the Camp, which misreports liim slain : 
'The youth is safe ; but thrice the sun's bright wain 
lias (circled heaven, since, with a pilgrim guide 
Parting from us, ho took the sandy plain 
That leads to Antioch ; having first aside 
Flis shattered armour cast, to deepest crimson dyed." 

LXXIII. 

He ceased ; meanwhile his eyes the Hermit raised 
To heaven, — his colour changed, diviner grew 
His sainted form ; quick feelings feelings chased, 

And all his features into sunshine threw : 


Full of the Deity, his spirit flew 
On rapture's glowing wings, in glorified 
Trance to the sanhedrim of Angels, — drew 
The curtains of the sanctiiary aside, 

And the eternal march of unborn years descried. 
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LXXIV. 

Unlocking then in more than mortal sound 
HU lips, of things to come the Prophet tells ; 

The rest in wonder at the change stand round, 

Attentive to his thundered orados ; 

“ He lives,” he cried, “ Kinaldo ! and all else 
Are but the wiles of feminine deceit ; 

He lives ; and God, the living God that dwells 
In splendours beaming round the Mcrey-seat, 

Reserves hU unripe youth fur glories more complete. 

LXXV. 

“TviviaTas yet an<l infantile apj)c*ars 
Each feat of his wlicrevvith awed Asia rings ; 

I see, I sec him with the rushing years 
Tamo the strong crimes of Caesars and (^f kings ; 

And with the mild shade of its silver wings, 

I see his brooding Eagle oversproail 

The’ Eternal City and the Church, that springs 

From the wolf s paw redeemed as from tl*e dead, 

And many a worthy son shall bless his happy bod ; — 

LXXVI. 

“ Children, and children’s sons, who shall be styled 
Illustrious patterns of their sires’ 3 (*nown ; 

And guard from wicked otnirto and traitors vilde 
The Papal mitre and the (bical crown, 

With the religious temples ; to strike down 
The haughty, raise the weak, the guilty goad, 

And shield young merit from misfortune’s frown — 

These be their arts ; and in this glorious mode 
Shall Este’s Eagle soar beyond the Solar road. 

LXXVII. 

And just it is, that, as by powder unawed 
She strikes for truth, rejoicing in the light, 

From Peter’s hands her pounce shall bear abroad 
The mortal thunders ; wheresoe’er the fight 
Waxes for Christ, her bafiUng pinions bright 
With triumph aye shall spread ; this brilliant track 
Heaven and her inborn virtue to her flight 
Accord ; — thus, home to the sublime attack 
Whence she hath flown, 'tis willed the trumpets call her back! * 
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LXXVIII. 

he griefs and fears that each had entertained^ 
iVise Peter’s words did wholly dissipate ; 
iole in the general joy the Duke remained 
^ilent| given up to themes of gravest weight : 
Meanwhile the sun had reached Eve’s golden gate; 
Still Night o’er earth licr solemn mantle throws ; 
3ome to their several tents the Chiefs of state 
letum, and give their members to repose ; 

; Godfrey’s studious mind no rest in slumber knows. 


CANTO. XL 



biuua isio^ 


AXOU1UIT. 

With holy hymns, pure sacnflcc, and prayer^ 

The Christian hosts invoke celestial aid : ' 

Thun storm the town, and to their rage lay bare 
The yawning vralls— some tempt the escalade; 

The breach is widened, when the Persian maid 
Shoots at the Captain fh>m her mural height; 

With the sore wound his high success Is stayed { 

Cored by an Angel, he renews the fight, 

Bat the sun soon rolls down, and Man giveeplaet t6 Night. 
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I. 

Whilst thus the Captain of the Christian nations, 

Whose constant thoughts on the assault were bent, 
Proparetl, to shako to their most deep foundations 
The city walls, each warlike instninient — 

Forth came the Hermit from his morning tent ; 

And, taking him aside with solemn air, 

In these grave words arrested his intent : 

“ Arms of this world, O Chief, dost thou jirepare ? 

Know, 'tis celestial aid that first should claim thy care 

If. 

“ Begin from Heaven ; invoke with holy hymn, 

With puftic prayer and reverential deed, 

The armed hosts of Sniiits and Seraphim, 

By whose blest aid success may be decreed ; 

In sacred garments let the Priests precede. 

And tuneful psalms witli suppliant voices raise ; 

Whilst thou and thy illustrious Nobles load 
The multitude along, that, as they gaze, 

Shall catch from you the flame of piety and pVaise.^' 

III. 

Severely spake the army’s ghostly guide. 

And virtuous Godfrey owned the woids were wise; 

“ Servant approved of Jesus !” he re|)lied, 

“ Well pleased I follow thy inspl^^ed advice ■, 

Thus then, whilst 1 to those soloirmities 
My captains, lords, and olievallers invite, 

Seek thou the ministers of sacrifice, 

William and Ademar ; with them unite,— 

The sacred pomp prepare, and ceremonial rite.*' ' 

IV. 

The Seer, the bishops, and the monks next mom. 

With all the canons of inferior class, 

Meet in a valley far from camp withdrawn, 

Where, round an altar on the hallowed grass. 

The Priests were wont to solemnise high mass : 

Wliite robes they wear ; the Pastors of the flocks 
' Have on their sacerdotal albs, which pass 
In front divided o’er cheir golden frocks, 

Clasped with aigraffes of pearl: starred mitres crown their 

locks. 
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V. 

i^eter alone before, spread to the wind 
[■he sacred sign whicli Seraphim revere ; 

?he choir with slow and solemn steps behind 

I n two long ranks, apart, their voices rear 
n heavenly hymns and anthems, that iiisphere 
?ho spirit of sweet praise and humble prayer, 
lung in alternate chorus ; last appear 
iTilliam and Adeinar, — the reverend pair 
jig up their arriere bands in order j)assing fair. 
VI. 


jpeat Bouillon next, without companion, ])assed, 
kings and princes use ; by two and two 
‘1C Cajitains followed in his steps ; and last, 

Ag total host in distriliiitiou 

^■med for defence : thus marshalled, tlicy inarched through 
# he portal-gates ; all tumult far A^as down ; 

Nor lirazen horn fiM-ocioiis clamours blew, 

Nor war-cry shrilled : to heaven arose alone 
ihety’s suppliantr voice in musit*'s melting tone. 

I VII. 

Thee, Father ! thee they sing, coequal Son ! 

And thee, blest Spirit ! in whom both combine ; 

All- pi tying, saving, all-consoling One ! 

Tlice, Virgin-Mother of the man divine ! 

And yc, wlio o\*r the bright- w'iiigM hosts that shine 


I Around, in triple orbs vJcegorcuco have, 

Princedoms ! your succour they invoke ; and thine, 

Baptist beloved ! tliat in the less pure wave. 

Pure Mary's sacred Son iinmaeulatc didst lave. 

VIII. 

Thee too they hail, the strong, the stable rock 
Whereon the Church is built ; whose gentle pleas 
Win now thy new successor to unlock 
The gracious gates of ])ardon and of peace ; * 

And the twelve heralds who o'er lands and seas 
Adventuring, published with their latest breath 
Their Lord's triumphant apotheosis ; 

And those who, seized, tormented for the Faith, [death. 
Proved with their blood its power, and sealed its trudi with 

* Tho poet in these verses pays a passing oomplimont to the Catliolio libe- 
rality of Pope Gregory XIII., who, during the jubilee in the aaminer of 1575, 
granted a general indulgence to the Roman oeoule. 
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II. 

To saints whose writings point tlio path, to truth 
And bliss, no less soft supplications swell ; 

To Christ’s dear handmaid, who in bloom of youth 
The nobler part of life selected well ; 

To the chaste virgins that in cjivo or coll 
With solemn nuptials were espoused to God; 

And those, who, braving kings and nations fell, 

The lictor’s axe, the pnetor’s torturing rod, 

Strait Virtue’s tliorny path niagnaniinously trod. 

X. 

Thus worshipping, thus chanting in their zeal, 

Circling the long, long plain, the people came 

With easy pace to Olivet, a hill 

Fruitful in olives, whened it takes its name ; 

A hill long signalised bv sacred iame 
Through the wide worm ; like a majestic (piecn 
East of the town it soars, as if to claim 
The’ ascendant, parted only by the green 
Vale of Jehoshaphat, which fills the space between. 

XI. 

Thither the tuneful army tends, and fills 
The heaven with melody ; the vales ring round. 

And answering Echo from her haunted hills, 

From secret caves and hollow glens ])rofound, 

A thousand times repeats the cliarming sound ; 

You would have thought a choir of Dryads near, 

Sang from the groves and grottos underground ; 

So variously, and aye so sweet and clear, 

Jesu, Maria’s name rowarblcd back they hear. 

XJI. 

On the town walls the curious Pagans stand, 

Silent as summer night ; in much amaze 
At rites so strange, unwonted pomps .so grand, 

Their solemn march, and humble hymns of praise ; 

Long on the sacred spectacle they gaze ; 

But when the novelty of show is o’er, 

A scornful yell the wicked miscreants raise, 

That with loud blasphemies the mountains hoar, 

Woodsy torrents, towers, the rocks, and winding valleys roar. 
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xm. 

|But not for this their pure, melodious song 
Tho Christians cease ; tlie clamours of their foes 
jUnmoved they slight, as they would slight a throng 
Of chattering swallows or loquacious crows ; 

Nor can the arrows which their strong cross-bows 
Loose, at such distance, from the dancing string, 

Their orderly array to discompose, 

Strike them with fear, or mar the notes they sing ; 

|11 to their purposed close the hymns commenced they bring. 
XIV. 

ext, for communion, on the mountain’s heighj 
he sacramental altar beautified 
yith sculptured images they raise, and light 

S ~hc golden lamps that stand on either side : 

^ hen other vestments, more divjnoly dyed, 

With gold engi’aiiied, the pontiff William wears; 

And, after silent thought, to God their guide 
Lowly he bgnds, and asks, in fervent prayers. 

Peace for sins past, and grace against impending snares. 

XV. 

Whilst humbly rouml, the near spectators bend, 

The more remote attend with stedtast eyes 
His speaking lips ; when now tliere was an end 
Of the pure rites and mystic sacrifice;, 

The Bishop turned, and lifting toward the skies 
His sacerdotal hands, the armies blessed; 

Then cried to them, ^‘Depart the companies, 

With silent pomp slow wheeling to the west, 

By the same path returned which they before had pressed. 

XVJ. 

The’ entrenchments entered, people, duke, and prince. 
Filled with sweet ]»cace to their pavUions went; 

Whilst thousands, proud their homage to evince, 

Escorted Godfrey as with one consent 
E’en to the threshold of his curtained tent, 

Parting with fond farewells : but he recalled 
The captains, and, as midnoon now was spent, 

To a plain feast the party seneschalled. 

And in the second seat the Count Toulouse installcdc 
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xvn. 

When they with drinks and viands had appeased 
Nature's keen appetites, the General rose, 

And thus his knights addressed: “When next the east ' 
Shows morning, all things for the’ assault di&pwe ; 

'Twill be a day of hlooclshod and of blows, 

Havoc, and svreat, and toil, as this is one 
Of preparation, quiet, and repose ; 

Go then, prepare yourselves .and troo])s ; that done, 

Rest all, — the dial’s shade has vet some hours to run.” 

xv"m. 

Tills said^^they take their leave ; the luTalds then 
By blast of trumpet give cominands, that .all 
Stand ready under arms wlion first they ken 
The breaking day, to storm the Northern wall : 

Brisk was the tending of^ tlio steeds in stall, 

Ilainmeiiiig of armour, trimming of the crest, 

And deep the hum of wjissail, till the call 
To vespers, and still Night, the friend of re.s|i, 

Giving new truce to toil, all eyes in slumber blessed. 

XIX. 

Dubious and dusk, the Lad}* of the dawn 
Not yet had risen to walk her rosy roniKl ; 

The shepherd sought not yet his enstomod lawn ; 

Nor shining sliare turned up the hulow ground ; 

Still in their nests the blithe birds slumbered sound ; 

Not yet the lark upsoared on flickering wing, 

Nor forest echoed to the horn or hounil ; 

When first the matin trump was lieard to sing, 

“To arms !” — “ to arms !'* the skies, and misty valleys ring, 

XX. 

Ten thousand tongues bake up the welcome words, 

“ To arms ! and still “ to arms ! ” is all their cry ; 
Godfrey awakes, but not this morning girds 
The wonted cuishes on his martial thigh ; 

His greaves and iron mail are hung on high, 

And on his back is borne a suppler suit. 

Of lighter make, and less validity, — 

Arms, only worn by such as fight on foot ; 

When in good Raymond comes, to pay the mom’s salute. 
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XXI. 

L^hc Count, perceiving him armed thus, soon guessed 
lis purpose, and exclaimed*; How s this, my lord ? 
kVliere is your solid breast]>late ? whore the rest 
pf your steel amours, hard and strong to ward 
Strokes, that may else prove fatal ! wliat ! abroad 
Out half arrayedj iu a juppOn so weak? 

"7hi8 negligence we never can applaud ; 
t would appear, our Chief was bent to seek 
jan glory’s course; of such these habits seem to sjioak, 

XXII. 

What ! look you for the private palm of those 
hat mount the breach ? to others leave the task, 
nd some less serviceable souls expose 
o risks adapted to the m(;ed they ask ; 

J esumo, my lord, your customary casque, 
aiit-bracc, and liauberk ; know»yoiir prop(‘r post : 

'For ours, if not for your protection, mask 

Your face; for IToaveri’s sake, go not thus exposed! 

Vou are the soul, the strength, the life-blood of the host.” 

XXIII. 

^ “ When,” said the Chief, “ pope Urban girt this blade 
On me in Clermont, and the holy Seer 
Hade mo perform in tins divine erusadc 
The duties of a gallant chevalier, 

I made a secret vow to God, that here 
1 would not act on this eventful day, 

Come wlicn it might, as Captain or as Peer ; 

But thus Jissume the arms and plain array 
Which simple soldiers use, and combat e’en as they* 

XXIV. 

“ Whim, therefore, these my armies marshalled stand 
In war-bravade against the town, — when I 
Have fully seen to all points that demand 
The Chiefs considerate head and judging eye, 
lieason it is, nor thou the need deny, 

That, faithlul to my vow, I strive to reap 
A soldiers’s laurels, to the walls draw nigh, 

And, sword in hand, upon the ramparts leap ; 

Heaven will my ventured life in safe protection keep * 
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nv. 

He oaaaed ; and the Frank knights with loud acclaim 
The* example took ; his brothers^ and the rest 
Of the confederate barons did the same, 

And in light mail their limbs as footmen drcst : 
Meantime the Pagans to the quarter pressed 
That fronts Arctophylax, the icy Bear, 

And thence wliccls round towards the golden west : 

For more accessible the site, and there 
Less stubborn shew the walls, ira])rc.*gnable elsewhere. 

xxvx. 

Elsewhere, the crag-built town would scorn the war 

Of hostiwg millions ; thither not alone 

Does the lierce tyrant the strong burghers draw, 

The hireling aids, an<l satfiqjs of his throne, 

But them o’er whom advancing Ago has strown 
Its chill SHOW'S — bearded sires and boys he calls 
To dangers and fatigues till now unknown ; 

These hie and serve? the warriors on the walls 
With stones, bitumen, lime, oil, darts, and brimstone balls. 

XXVII. 

With bristling arms and many a fixed machine, 

Lined are the walls that ov(*rlook the plain ; 
Breast-high above them is the Soi.lan seen. 

Like a grim Uiant ; whilst, with fell disdain 
For ever working in his fretful brain, 

Elsewhere, far-off discerned, Argnntes rears 
His bulk enormous ; an(l, betwdxt the twain, 

High on the topmost Lower, Clorinda fierce, 

Known by her silver arms, conspicuously apj)ear3. 

XXVIll, 

Her costly quiver, with sharp arrows stored, 

Hangs at her back, — the bow is in her hands, 

Bent, — the shaft dances on the chord, the chord 
Is ready draAvn, and oft her eye demands 
The instant coming of the Christian bands : 

Burning to twang the string against the crowd, 

With lips apart the Lady archer stands 
As Dian stood, when from the radiant cloud 
She loosed ber vengeful darts at Xiobe the proud. 
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XXIX. 

jeloWj on foot, the aged Monarch hies 
om gate to gate, upon the walls surveys 
[is first arrangements with observant eyes, 
nd cheers his troops with speeches full of praise ; 
lore he recruits their ranks, and there displays 
|.ore of fresh arms and engines, and with care 
ovitlcs for all ; but, in the public ways, 
irongs of sad matrons to the mosques repair, 
to their Prophet false bend low in senseless prayer, 

XXX. 

j) Mahmoud ! with thy strong and righteous hand 
jtwain tlie sjioar of this Frank spoiler break ! 

Wk, and confound, and stretch him on the sand 
leatli our walls, for thine own glory's sake, 
liich he so much has outraged !” thus they spake ; 
^Jii their words roaeluMl not him, who, pierced with 
I Eiernal, tosses on the fiery lake : — 

/whilst for defence each nerve the City strains, 
Musters the Christian Gliicf his army on the plains. 

XXXI. 


tains 


I And first from camp his infantry ho guides, 

^ With wondrous providence and art disposed, 

And 'gainst the walls to ruin doomed, divides 
j Transversely into two the massy host : 

I 111 centre the wheeled engines take their posty— 
Structuies of unimaginable powers, — 

Scorpions ami strong ballistic ; whimce are tost, 

Like lightning and like thunder on the towers, 
Lances, and quarried rocks, and sleet of arrowy showers. 

XXXII. 

His heavier-armed he places in the rear 
For surer guard, his light horse in the wings ; 

Then gives the word, and instant in the ear 
Of either host the signal-trumpet rings : 

Tremendous is the cast of stones from slings, 

Javelins from engines, quarrels from cross-bo vs. 

And mortal arrows from resounding strings ; 

Some fall, some fice ; and thinned and broken shows. 
On the defended wall, the phalanx late so close. 
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EXXIIl. 

Then with all speed the eager Franks impel 
Their progress ; part into a tortoise form, 

Shield locked with shield, beneath its iron shell 
Secure ; whilst part slink from the sounding storm 
Of stones and raining darts, in cubiform 
Battalia underneath the vinos ; they gain, 

Thus screened, the countei-scarp, and ceaseless swarm, 
Fervent as summer-eriimcts, nor in vain, 

The hollow depth to fill and equal with the plain. 

XXXIV. ! 

The circling moat was not of marshy sward, ji 

(This the dry soil forbade,) nor soft with mud ; i 
So that they filled it soon, though largo and broad, | 
With turf, stones, timbtiTr, and fascines of wood : ® 

Daring. Adrastus was the first that stood ) 

From forth the sliell of shields ; ho raised sublime 
A scaling-ladder, and, despite the flood 
Poured from above, of boiling pitch and lime. 
Dauntless his crest advanced, and stood reselved to climb 

XXXV. 

The fiery Switzer in his rash neglect 
Of life, on high with wonder they survey, 

Mark to a thousand arrows, and unchecked 
By all that would liis course audacious stay ; 

Half had he finished his aerial wa} , 

When sudden, by the strong Cii'cassian thrown, 

A huge round rock with quick tempestuous sway. 

As from a mortar shot, upon his crown 
Alit, and rudely beat tluf heroic soldier down. 

XXXVI. 

Not mortal is the stroke ; Imt still the fall 
Stuns him, and mute and motionless he lies ; 

Loud shouted then the victor on the wall, — 

Fallen is the first ! who next the venture tries ? 

Why not assail us in the open skies ? 

Come from your caves ; skulk not like foxes there,—* 

1 skulk not ; nothing shall your strange device 
Save you, but like the badger and the bear 
Die in your dens ye shall ; by Mahomet I swear !** 
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xxxvn. 

ot for his taunt the Franks their toil refrain j 
ut^ close in curtain of their sheds concealed, 
afe the barbed darts and heavy weights sustain, 
an linked with man, and shield compact with shield ; 
iiilst to the basis of the walls arc wheeled 
iatterics, of beams immeasurable, with plates 
f hammered iron thrice with fire annealed, 
routed like rams ; at whose assailing threats 
ublc the lofty walls, and shake the echoing gates, 

XXXVIII. 

an while a hundred hands upon the walls 
ve heaved, and hung in terrible llbration 
i^r the blind tortoise a huge crag ; as falls 
looseil lavangc from its aerial station, 
jbwn, down it rolled, — in thundering dislocation 
^ ^rushed the dense shell of shields^ crushed helm and heady 

■ And left the battered ground, in agitation 
From the erwhclming mountain, overspread 

\yith blop^ .with brains, with bones, and arms of sanguine red* 

/ XXXIX. 

No V ^er now beneath the sheltering roof 
Of ' ^hv machines the Franks themselves confine, 

■ .rom the latent risks to open proof 

\ f ianger rush, and give their light to shine ; 

^ iiie raise scaladus, nor to mount decline, 

Jiough in the face of peril and mishap ; 

.Others the deep foundations undermine ; 

/ Then rock the walls, and many a glorious gap 
jptarts in the shrinking base and buttresses they sap. 

XL. 


And fallen they had, so fast its boisterous bl )wa 
Thereon the huge bombarding rain repeats, 

But from the battlements the Turks oppose 

The wonted aii;ifice that most defeats 

Its liorncd might ; where'er the vast beam beatii, 

Backs of soft wool elastic they suspend ; 

With which, when as the butting engine meets, 

The substance yields, the pliant swathes distend, 

Break the rude shock, and safe the' endangered wall defend# 
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ILL 

Whilst it. this valiant mode the daring bands 
Hound the climbed 'walls in clusters light and bleed 
Seven times Clorinda bends, seven times her hands 
Twang tl e tough bow, and loose the eager reed ; 

As many shafts as from the ivory speed, 

So many stain their points and grey-goose wings. 

!Not in plebeian blood — so mean a deed 
Urn* spirit had disdained, — but that whicli springs 
In tlie more noble veins of heroes, chiefs, and kings. 

XLII. 

The first brave knight that by her arron bled. 

Was the*yoiing heir of llritaiifs land; 

Scarce frmn the tortoise ha<l he rais(‘d his head, — 

Tlie shaft came down and pierced his better hand ; 

II is glove of steel availed not to withstand 
The deadly weapon, — fioni the wounded vein 
(Juslied the bright blood, ami ]>urpled all the sand : 
Disabled thus for fight he left th(‘ ])lain, 

4iid, groaning, gnashed his teeth, but more from rage than piuiji 

XIJll. 

The good (\)unt Amboisc on the fosse's bank, 

And in the high scalade (‘lotharius <lled ; 

Tlie former pierced from breast to ba(*k, the Frank 
More dreadfully translixed from side to side ; 

Again she shot ; and as the Flemings' guide 
Sw ung the huge ram, her arrow cut the wind, 

And ])ierced his arm : to draw the dart, ho tried ; 

Eut ill the shaft obeyed his ardent mind, 

The shaft indeed lie drew, but left the head behind. 

XLIV. 

As too rash Ademar, the grave and good, 

Watched the assault far-otf, the fatal cane, 

Charged with hot wrath, came whizzing where he stood. 
And grazed his brow ; impatient of the pain, 

He clapped liis hand upon the W'ounded vein, 

When lo, a second nailed it to his liead, 

And quivering fixed in his bewildered brain ! 

He falls — his holy blood by woman shed, 

Floats o'er his priestly robes, and dyes the sable red. 
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XLV. 

s Palamed, the young, the bold, and brisk, 
ilimbed the tall steps, and on the steep tower’s height 
ust placed his foot, disdaining every risk, 

’o his right eye the seventh shaft took its flight ; 

'assed its orb’d cell, and through the nerves of sight 
issued, vermilion, at the nape ; he fell, 
ilind with the shadows of fast-hasting night, 

.nd sighed out life beneath the citadel 

ich he had hoped to win, and had assailed so well. 

XLVI. 

;hus shot the maid ! the Duke ineanwliile oppresse^l 
fresh assaults, beside the Northern gate, 

\Q* embattled guard ; and to the walls addressed 
he most colossal of his engines groat, — 

1 tow^er of cedar, built sublime to mate 
the ♦opmost walls, stu])endous t« behold ! 

.eroub with ported arms, and fraught with fate, 
vh half a sciuadrou in its spacious hold — 

O’ thunderous ivheels it moved, and near the tuiTots rolled* 

^ xLnx. 

. Onward it came ; far shooting, as it drove, 

J Lightnings of arrows at its facing foes ; 

\ And, as ships use with ships in sea-fights, strove 
. By instant grappling with the \Aalls to close : 

But this the Fagans at all points oppose ; 

Now pushing back the fabric, battering now 

Its front and timbered sides with clubs, with crows, 

And Moorish maces ; with the rocks they throw, 

Creak the huge beams above, the heaving >vhcels below. 

XLVIII. 

Such was from this part, such from that the flight 
Of stones and darts, that Titan seemed to shroud 
His face, blue heaven shewed brown as summer-night, 

And cloud, rebounding, clashed in air with cloud, 

Like two thwart tides : as leaves from forests bowed 
By showers congealed in winter’s icy hall 
To hail, — as apples shook by wdiirlwinds loud 
In unripe greenness from the stalk, so fall — 
in heaps the Moslem foe from the dismantled wall. 

ii2 
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Fur ’t was on them the shot most havoc made, 

As less defencecl and sheltered from its power; 

Of the forlorn survivors, nnmhers iled, 

111 utter terror of the fulmined sliowor, 

And thumlcr of the strong stupendous tower; 
ihit still the Sohlaii stayed, and round hnn drew 
A few bold spirits unalarincHl, tUc flower 
C>f Syrian bravery ; Ar^antea too, 

Arnu'd with a ])oiiderous beam, against the fabric fleWi 

L. 

Hack with vast force, the length of all tlie pine, 

He pushed, mid kept it uiataht; u> his side 

(Janie from her to\v(‘r the Lady palatine. 

With thorn in gK>ry and in risk allied ; 

Meanwhile tlui Christians with long scythes divide 
From the walls headlong ]>er|)en iiciiiar, 

'Fhc ropes to which the pendent bales were tied ; 

Which, down descciKliiig, leave the ramparts bare 
1 V> all the rude affronts and thunderstrokes of war : 

LI. 

Ami liius the tow(‘r above and rain below 
Play with such fury now, VnvJ they begin, 

(Crushed, clefr, and underminud, to yawn, and shew 
The houses, iru»s(pics, and j»(‘Oj)lcvl streets Avithin ; 

Thither the army swarms witli lively din, 

By (TO<lfrey led hencafh the batthid marge ; 

Who, fully bent tlio tottering wall to Avin, 

Moves under comjiass of tliat ampler targe, 

Which never loads his arm, but on some desperate charge* 

Lll. 

Thence he perceives Prince Solyinan descend 
Down to the gaping breach, and, SA\'ord in hand, 

The’ attempted pass at all risks to defend, 

With fixed resolve, imperatively grand, 

Amidst the ruins take his haughty stand ; 

Leaving on guard, with providence discreet, 

Glorinda and Arguiites, to command 
The walls ; he sees, and feels his bosom beat 
With generous scorn of life, and glory’s fervent heat; 
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Llll. 

And to the good Sigi^r, who bore behind 
His bow and buckler, he directs his speech ; 

Give me, my friend, that lighter shield refined, 

Whose temper, axe nor sabre can impeach ; 

Quick ! to yon ruined rocks I mean to reach ; 

And of these multitudes the first to be 

That i^ass victorious through the guarded breach ; 

High time it is, that of my chivalry 

|me such transcendent proof the host at length should see!” 

LIV. 

dcarccj changing shields, had ho biiid this; than swift 
IjV. barbed arrow on sonorous wing, 
phot from the summit of the mural cliff, 

.Transfixed his leg, wJiere keenest was the sting, 

|rhe nervous region wlionco its sinews spring ; 

'T was thou, Clurinda, if report say triu', 

Sent the fell shaft, and ’t is thy i)raise wo sing ; 

From thrall, from death, if tlum tliy Pagan crew 
Escaped, to thee alone the laund-leavc^s are due. 

LV. 

But the bravo Chief, as Ihougli ho did not feel 
The deadly anguish of the hurt he bore, 

Ceased not his course, but eSmbed with daring zeal 
The breach, and down fresh rocky fragments tore, 
Cheering his party on ; but stitf atid sore 
The wound soon waxed ; and tiie encumbering foot 
His active labours can sustain no more ; 

Through all the limb keen shivering horrors shoot; 

Forced, he at length gives o'er, and ipiits the wished pursuit 

LVJ. 

Beckoning Guelph therefore to his side, he said; 

“ Withdraw I must ; sustidn, my friend, I pray, 

The Captain's place and person in my stead, 

Supply mine absence in tiiis shaq> essay; 

Short, at the worst, will be the time I stay, 

I do but go and come, — my hurt bites keen, 

Though but a bruise ; " this said, without delay, 

On a light steed he leaped, and o'er the green 
Bode to the Cam[), but not, as he siij)posed, unseen. 
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Lvii, 

Wifli him good fortune from his host departs 
In favour of the foe, whose hopes rise high ; 

Strength and frosli spirits lift tlu'ir dancing hearts, 

Knit the slack arm, and lire the languid eye ; 

But with tlio Franks all strength and ardour die; 

Weak grow their onsets; tlnw maintaiu their ground. 

But short of Mood’tlieir darted w^eapons lly; 

The sword still strikes, hut strikes wltliout a WOllTld ! 

And e'en the' ajipcaliiig truni]>s more languishingly sound. 

LVUI. 

And now again the ci'owded ramparts shew 
Those who in panic late were scattered thence; 

The V(‘ry women, with the g(»nuine glow 
Of patri<^i rage and martial C4>nfi(hiiice 
(/Siuglit from Clorinda, ru‘^h to their defence ; 

Witli*robes succinct, and loose locks they appt'ar, 

Hanged all along the spacious ramparts, whence 
They toss tlio dart, nor shew the slightest fear 
To' expose their beauteous breasts for fortresses so dear 

LIX. 

But that which most dismayed the Franks, and iiiost 
llovived the guardians of the saered town, 

Was, that a rock, in sight of either host, 

Came from afar, and struck Lord Guolpho down ; 

Amidst a thousand as he climbed, the stone 
Fell where the siriew’s of the knee wci(j knit, 

And ground its shivering armour to the bone ; 

At the same moment, a like mass alit 
On Hay mend's morion ed brows, and him too backward smit, 

LX. 

Eustace is next hurt sore, as from the bank 
Of the broad fosse lie purposes to s])riTig ; 

Nor in this hour so adverse to the Frank, 

Was there one weapon sent upon the wing, 

From horn or hand, from catapult or sling. 

That did not to their cost or tear apart 
Spirit from flesh, or bruise, or keenly sting ; 

In this success, wild waxed Argaiites' heart, 

And tlius hs roared, is sounds *hat made both armies start * 
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LXI. 

This is not Antioch, nor is this the night 
friendly to Christian guile; lookup! survey 
"he shining sun, troops wakeful, and the tight, 

|)f a far different nature and array: 
s then your ancient love of j>raiso and prey 
Juite gone ? extinct each spark of former fire ? 

["hat yo with such adniirotl addro.sa give way, 

.nd, spent so soon, from the assault retire, 

foemen 1 — nay, not men, but maids in men's attire! '* 

LXII. 

such-like taunts the haughty Chevalier 
0 such excess of rage liis temper wrought, 
lat the largo city .seeinetl toa small a spliero 
, )r his hot spirit and capacious thought : 

; ’’p, wdtli a shout, his strong bcecli-spear ho cauglit ; 
)Jown leaping from the ramparts, made more wide 
The ruin of tlio breach; and, as he brought 
His bulk benpath it, seeing at his side 
"he dauntless Soldan, thus magnanimously cried : 

LX11I. 

“ Lo, Solyman, tlu^ place! and lo, the time, 

That may at length decide our proud dispute ! 

Wliat wait you for ? what fear ? now lirst let him 
Leap fortli, who most the laurel and the fruit 
Of sovereignty dc.sircs ! ” with this salute. 

Out at once rushed they through the broken wall, 
Their daring deeds to their demands to suit ; 

That, headstrong rage provoked, and native gall, 

This, rival honour niucli, and mueh the rival's call. 

LXIV. 

Sudden and unforeseen upon the Franks, 

In desperate rivalship, with shouts tliey flew; 

And from amidst their dissipated ranks 
So many soldiers pierced, so many slew, 

And bucklers split, and helmets cleft in two. 

And ladders broke, and swinging rams cut down, 
That it might seem a second rampart grew 
On failure of the first, hill-high, to crow'n 
The ruined heap, and fend afresh the’ endangered town. 
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LXV. 

The crowds tljit late were sixdent to ascend 
The walls, to danger urged by the desire 
Of xnural crowns, now scarce themselves defend, 

Much less to clin/o the rifted breach aspire, 

But from the fierce assault, dismayed, retire ; 

Their rams, their vines, their catapults they quit ; 

Which, left a prey to the revenging ire 

Of the two Pagans, battered, crushed, and split, 

Are for all future use soon rendered quite unfit. 

LXVI. 

Like rapt Demoniacs loose, the dreadful pair 
W’ide and more wide the field of battle scour; 

Call to the citizens for iirp, and bear 
Two blazing pines ag«ainst the cedarn tower : 

Forth from the gates of their Tartarean bower, 

So curst Mcgara 'with Alecto breaks, 

To set the world in ui)roar, with the power 
Of Dia possessed ; so each fell Sister shakes 
Abroad her sparkling brand and bacchanalian snakes. 

LXVII. 

But Tancred, who elsewhere, yet unrcpelled, 

Cheered on his troops forth issuing from the vines, 

Soon as that bold achievement ho beheld, 

The double brandished flames^ the burning pines. 

Broke short his speech, and to the Saracines 
Itusheil, to chastise tlieir rage and stay their wrack; 
And of his prowess gave such pregnant signs, 

That tlicy who late as conquerors pressed the' attack. 
Forbore the chase, and lied themselves afirighted back. 

LXVllI. 

Fled the grim Soldan, fled the Mameluke; 

With humbler crests the way they came they went; 
Thus changed the war ! meanwhile, the wounded Duke 
Had reached with pain the threshold of his tent ; 

And now ’twixt Baldwin and Sigi^r stood bent 
On instant succour ; crowds on crowds succeed, 

Who fill the air with sighing and lament ; 

He, whilst endeavouring from the flesh with speed 
To draw at once the steel, broke short the rooted reed. 
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hus baffled, careless of the coining smart, 
a bade them take at once the shortest way 
or cure, to largely lance the wounded part, 

.nd bare to sight the barbed weapon lay : 

Send me but back to war, ere closing day 
ivalidate our arms, or cool our zeal ! " 

|c said ; and straight, forbidding all delay, 

|ropt on his lance, to the physician’s steel 
jbclied out the afllicted limb, firm resting on his heeL 
LXX. 

bay Erotimus, born beside the Po, 
tme to his aid ; a sage, who knew the use 
secret virtues of all springs that flow — 

^ w all green herbs the hills and woods produce ; 
li too was smiled on by the partial Muse, 
alucd sweet Castalia’s warbling wave 
^ Jian the mute fall of Penonian dews ; 

'^^cieuco wpuuded men from death could savc^ 
'^Ucelled names in verse immortally engrave. 

-j LXXI. 

4 '*tc(l stands the Chief, serene ; ho grieves 
Lit behold his frionils lamenting round ; 

I ’ho iy leecli tucked up his long loose sleeves, 

And h a belt his flow-ing tunic bound ; 

With ^reign herbs attractive ho the wound 
Sooth vith kind hand soliciting the dart, 

WliLch stirred not ; when this the Ancient found. 
With Lij ing pincers he performed his part ; 

Still the vexed steel adhered, and mocked his nicest art. 


LXXZL 

No way seems Fortune willing to assist 
His purpose or his skill ; and Godfrey shows 
Signs of sharp agony, — a deathlike mist 
Swims o’er his sight, and from his members flows 
A dead cold sweat : but piteous of his throes, 

His guardian Angel from Mount Ida flies 
With gathered dittany ; an herb that blows 
With purple flowers, delightful to the eyes, 

[n whose young downy leaves divinest virtue lies* 


m 



266 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. CAMfj 

Lxxm. 

The secret powers of this celestial plant 
Maternal Nature to the mountain goat 
Suggests, when, wounded in its heathy haunt, 

The shaft adheres within its shaggy coat ; 

Tin’s now, though from a region so remote, 

The winged Angel in a moment bears ; 

And, so that none the heavenly succour note, 

In the warm bath which next the sage prepares, 

Distils the sprightly juice, nor otlier medicines spares. 

LXXIV. 

Dows ilrom the Lydian well, ambrosial oils, 

And odorous panacoe therein he flings; 

The Sage w'ith this tlie tlirilling wound embroils 
And, thus fomented, the barb'd steel oiitspriiigs 
A\'ith voluntary impulse, — pain’s sharp stings 
Cease, the blood stanches, the cleft parts combine, 

And a fresh vigour each lax tendon strings : , 

Lo !” cried the leecli, "this is no cure of mine ; i 
Tliis is not art’s eflect, but done by hands divine. } 

. LXXV. 

« Some Angel, shooting from the Stars unspied, 

Has been thy surgeon ; of his heavenly liand 
I see the tokens ; arm then, arm ! " he erietl, 

" \^1iy linger ? back, the batlJe to command ! ” 

His leg the Cluoftaiii with a purple band 
Wrapped round, and, ardent for the war, in haste 
Seized his Jish-sj)ear immeasurably grand, 

Again upon his arm his buckler braced, 

And on his cheerful brows the glistening helmet laced. 

Lxxvr. 

And from his tent toward the shaken towm 
Turned with a thousand knights, and left the camp ; 
Clouds of raised dust the sapphire skies embrown. 

In heaven’s bright tem])le fades the’ immortal lamp ; 
Trembles the firm earth undcrneatli their stamp ; 

And, far-oif as the foes his coming spy, 

Chill flows their blood ; their zeal faint horrors damp^ 

And through their bones fear’s shivering lightnings 6y — 
Loud shouted Godfrey thrice, loud thundered thrice the sky. 
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» LXXVII. 

11 knew hU inoii the tones, wbicli in them breathe 
1 for the strife, jiiid sorrow for their fault ; 

>ir faintness, fears, they to the winds bequeath, 
rush renewed, like lions to the’ assault : 

[( st home, the two ferocious Pagjins vault 
1 0 the mural breach ; thence quick protend 
r ?ir poignant spears, their moony shields exalt, 

' /I 'll stubbornly the rifted pass defend 
I Itnights, that thick as bu/zing bees asoend. 

I I Lxxvin. 

9 lor came Oodfrey, gloriously embossed 
I X'nis, wrath Hashing from his looks severe; 

' M the next moment at Argantes tossed 
JJ\7ovc-like lightnings of his awful spear; 
t from town or tower did engineer 

u the strong scorpion rock or javelin cast 
R ir»o^ consummate force or swift career, — 

A ^ beam e’en tliundercd as it ])assed ; 

ly kni^^^it his shield, to moot it nought agii&a^., 

I LXXIX. 

ic poignant ash liis shield in sunder clovci 
•^’or could his coat of mail its Hight restrain ; 

Iflirough shield, belt, c<jrslct, ruining it drove. 

And in pure vermeil did its point engrain ; 
liut the fierce knight, iin])reguable to pain, 

From his pierced veins and shattered brigantine 
Plucked the fixt steel ; and, hurling it amain 
At Goilfrcy, cried; “ To thee I re-consign 
The gift ; look thou thereto; it is no toy of mine!” 

LXXX, 


Hack on its mission of revenge, the s[»ear 
Through the known path careering flew, but now 
Struck not the mark at which ’t was aimed ; the Peer, 
Its flight foreseeing, bent his plum'd head low. 

And fairly shunned the meditated blow : 

Yet void it fell not ! deep the weapon lies 
In Sigi^r’s throat ; he dies, but not in woe ; 

Since in the stead of his loved lord he dies, 

Glad from its cherished shrine the faithful spirit flies* 
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At tk3 same instant, with a pointed rock, 

The powerful Soldan smote the Norman lord ; 

Who staggering, reeling, dizzied with the shock, 

E’en like a w'hirling top from the child’s cord, 

Spun round, and senseless sank upon the sward : 
Godfrey no longer could his wTath command ; 

But, brandishing his unsheathed blade abroad, 
Clambered high up the ruined heap, whore stand 
The two colossal knights, and braved them, hand to ha^ 

LXXXII. 

Then glorious deeds he did, and would liave done, 

For sharp and deadly were the strokes ho gave ; 

But, curtained m rod clouds the slumberous sun 
Went down, and from her dark Cimmerian cave 
Night came, pacific, o’er the world to wave 
Her arbitrary sceptrS, and allay 
The rage of wretched mortals ; Bouillon brave 
Thus ceased from fight, and through the shadows gra. 
Led back his hosts to camp : so passed thaii bloody day. 

LXXXIII. 

But, ere the pious Chief forsook the field, 

Ho saw the wounded borne in spacious car 
Safe to the tents, nor to the foe would yield 
In prey an atom of his works of war ; 

The tower that did with most of havoc mar 
The marble walls, and scared with most afiright, 
Remained entire, though seamed with many a scar ; 

The dreadful storm and thunders of the fight. 

Though they had bruised its frame, had left the timbers t|i 

LXXXIV. 

Scaped the dire perils of the strife, it leaves 
For a safe spot the Scene of enterprise ; 

But as a vessel crowding sail, that cleaves 
The roaring sea and its vext waves defies, 

Just as its wished-for port the captain spies 
Clear through his optic tube, in sudden squall, 

Strikes on hid rocks, — or as a steed, that plies 
With sure-foot speed his journey safe through all 
Tlie ru gg ed lanes, drops down, in sight of his sweet stall ; 
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■4he tower struck, so stumbled ! on the side 
4ch had sustained the* artillery of the foe, 

» wheels broke down whereon the piece should slid 
[lady crazed by some tempestuous blow; 
fc tho huge engine stayed its motion slow, 
overhead hung ruinous in air ; 

I they with beams support it from below, 

t |the prompt architects with skilful care 
^ the* enormous bulk, its breaches to repair. 

LXXXVI. 

|e|Oodfrcy bade, that the stupendous mass 
j it be refitted, ere the morning smile ; 
nil with his soldiers occupied ouch pass, 

If ^stationed guards around the spacious pile ; 

Idk'itli the shrill sound of the saw and file, 
Ipfningling rumours of the Chiefs ilesigns 
by the townsmen clearly heard ; tlio while 
‘thousand liglits around tho structure shine, 

^reby the work they watch, the latent scheme divine. 
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CANTO XII. 



VllR'l 1X11. 


ARUUMtiNF. 

Fiuiir from licr faithful alave Clorluda Icurni 
The secret stoiy of her birti* ; ihcn K‘>ck» 

Masked, uii a hii;ti advent, iri. and retunia 
Siife to the gates. Mim-Sitiil o’e«’ her foes ; 
lJut, chiiM’il by Tuuctud to the \iiles, they close 
III mortal battle, and she falb; }Cteiu 
She dies, llie rite of baptism he bustuivs; 

Sorely the Tj luce beiNalK his, shiughtered fair ; — 
Argantes vows levenge, and sunthes the crowd's despair. 


1 . 

TP WAS iiiglit ; nor yet had cither wearied host 
Found sol't relrosliinent in the anna of sleep ; 

But hero the Christi;ins, wakeful at tlieir ])ost, 

Guard o’er the workmen round the engine keep; 

And there the Pagans their defeneea steep, 

Trembling and nodding to their fall, repair ; 

And, to build u]) the breaches wide and deep 
Of tile dismantled walls, no labour spare ; 

And each their wounded tend| with like considerate care. 
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length the wounds are bandaged, and complete 
jvery one of their nocturnal tasks ; 
rest they leave ; and, wooed to slumber sweet 
entler quiet, and the gloom that masks 
world at noon of night, their cumbrous casques 
y cast aside : not so the Warri-' * maid ; 
igering for fame, she still for a ' asks, — 

,on, from which fatigues all else tu. ade ; 
er Argantes walked, and inly thus slie said : 

III. 

eds rare and wonderful indeed this day 
the bold Soldan and divine Argaunt 
plished, by themselves to take their >vay, 
towers beat down, and hostile millions daunt; 
st 1, (the utmost merit 1 can vaunt,) 

)ed in on high, with distant shtifts but cliecked 
|X*ir eager escalade ; my shafts, I grant, 
gW fair enough, some fatal, I susj)ect ; 

Wa this thou tlio whole wo women can effect f 

! , . 

I Better it wore in woods and wilds again 

stags and wolves my arrows to confine, 

Tlian trifle thus, a damsel, in the train 

T|r knights, whose actions so superior shine ; 

Bihy not the cuirass and the sword resign ? 

Wjsuine my woman's weeds, and live dissolved 

careless ease ? ” thus mused she ; but in fine 

Fidaring project in her breast revolved, — 

• icd to the knight, and thus broke forth with soul resolved : 

V. 

“ I know' not what blest ardour sets abhize 
My restless mind, — or do the (lods inspire 
The daring thought that on my spirit preys, 

Or make we Gods of each sublime desire ? 


Far lie the Franks encamped : look forth ! admire 
The twinkling lights that burn tow'ards the west ; 
There will I go with torch and sword, and fire 
Their rolling fort ; this passion of my bresist 
Lot me but see fulfilled, and Heaven arrange the rest ! 
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VI. 

••But if I chanco to be by Fate debarred 

From measuring back my stops, to thee, my friend, 

The man that loves me with a sire’s regard. 

And niy devoted damsels I commend : 

Each kind protection to their griefs extend, 

And back to Egypt, with the dear old sage, 

The’ inconsolable girls in safety send ; 

Promise me this ! their sex and his great age 
May well thy care demand, thy sympathies engage.” 

vir. 

Argantes stood amazed ; touched in his breast 
Wcre.iiU the springs of glory, and he cried ; 

“ Wilt thou do this ? and leave thy friend, disgrai 

Here with the* iuglorioii;* vulgar to abide ? 

Safe from tlie risk shall I with joy or pride 
See the fire kindle ? no, Clorinda, no ! 

If 1 have ever been in arms allied 

With thee, with thee this night too will I go, 

And all thy fortunes share, betide me weal or woo I 

viii, 

‘‘I have a heart too can scorn death, ami tool 
The bauble life well flung for fame away 
“ To this,” she answered, “ an eternal seal 
Didst thou in thy brave sally set to-day ; 

But I am a mere woman in the way ; 

Feeble indeed arc my poor powers, and small 
The aid I lend ; my death would none dismay ; 

But (Heaven avert the omen !) shouldst thou fall. 

Who will remain behind to guard the sacred wall 

IX. 

“ Wliy these excuses vain 1 ” the knight replied ; 

“ Fixed is my will, and settled mine intent ; 

Allowed, I follow ; but, if once denied, 

1 go before thee, and thy zeal prevent 
Thus overpowered, Clorinda gave consent, — 

They seek the King, with emir, prince, and peer 
Engaged in liigh and serious argument ; 

Then thus the Virgin spoke ; “ Oh Sire, give ear. 

And what we wish to say vrith kind acceptance hear ! 
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A. 

Lrgantos swears (nor vain will be the boast) 
jfire yon rolling fort — the same swear I ; 

I wait alone till on the guardian host 

fcp sleep falls heavy ; those who wake shall die ! " 

K hoary King held up his hands on higli ; 
lear of joy streamed down his 'withered cheek ; 

Ind praised/’ he said, be Thou, who yet dost eye 

Ih gracious care tliy worship])ers, and seek 

I) preserve my crown, and guard th(?se kingdoms weak ! 

XI. 

Jl they shall not, whilst in tlioir sure defen eo 
aiich iiiidaiiiito<l demigods arc found; 

Jour deserts wdiat equal recompense 
Jl decree? Oh, evermore renbwnod ! 

#Fame her golden trumpet take, and sound 
f^r glory, tuned to music’s loftiest pitch, 

'd fill the’ encliantod Universe around ! 

f |te deed itself be your reward; to which 
^rifling part 1 fidil of realms esteemed Jis rich !” 

XII. 

said, and fondly to his bosom strained 
NTow him, no^v her ; to equal transport charmed, 

T»he Soldan stood, nor in his lieart contained 
Tjfic genoi'oiis envy that his spirit warmed : 

Bjit cried ; “And not for nothing am £ armed 
Wntli this good sword, nor shall 1 be less slow 
Tp toss the fires !” tlie Amazon, alarmed 
For her endangered fame, readied, “ Not so : 

Arc all to make the’ attempt ? who stays, if ihou shouldst gof* 

XIII. 

Argantos too, with ftiatiires full of pride, 

Stood ready to reject his scorned request ; 

But this the King forestalled, and first re]>lied 
With placid aspect to his regal guest ; 

Forward thou ever art to manifest 
Thyself emphatically great, a knight 
Prompt to dispute the laurel with the best, 

Consistent with thyself, mitired in fight, 

Wliom no new sliape of death or danger can aflright ! 
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XIV. 

“ 1 know that, sallying forth, thou deeds M^ouklst do 
Worthy the Soldo ii ; but for all to quit 
Your wonted stations in the town, of you, 

My bravest heroes, were a thing unfit, 

Fraught with alarm ; I would not e’en permii 
These to depart, with such a jealous care 
Guard I their lives, if I could well commit 
To otlier hands the onter|)rise they dare — 

Oi* if the deed itself of less importance were. 

XV. 

lUit since arouiul the’ immeasurable towor 
TJio guards so thick are stationed, tliat a few 
Wouhl not sullico, and luiinbers at this hour 
( V)iihl not conveiiieiitly Ije spared on new 
Fatiguing ser\iccs, o*on lot the two 
Tliat, to such risks actnistonicd, first proposed 
The noble task, with prospering stars pursue 
llieii* schemes alone, and realise a boast 
Made in no idle mood : they are themselves a host. 

XVL. 

“ Do thou, as lie.st becsomoa a king, remain 
As regent of the gates ; and when the pair, 

Of wliose success sure hojicS I entertain, 

Have fired the ]iile and hack their footsteps boar, 
Prest by the Christians, with thy Turks repair, 

Beat otf the fierce j)ursucr3, and prevent 
The harms which else revenging rage may dare 
Thus spoke the King ; the Sohlan, ill content, 

Said not another word, but smiled a sour assent. 

XVII. 

Yet go not,*’ said Ismeno, “ till I mix, 

Of various grain impregnated with fiery spume, 
Tartarcous balls, that where they strike shall fix. 
Fixing ignite, and blazing, soon consume 
The tower to dust : the witching hour of gloom 
Draws nigh ; by then the soldiers may remit 
Their watch, o’erpowered by languor, and the fume 
Of sleep all praise the sorcerer’s pregnant wit, 

And parting wait the hour bv him determined fit. 
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i XVIII. 

sculptured helm, her greaves of silver plate, 

L burnished mail aside Clorinda laid ; 

I in a suit prophetic of her fate, 

le, and rough with rust, her limbs arrayed, 

3 re no bright jewel flashed, nor [dumage i)layed : 

I thus she thought unseen to leave beguiled 
' ' j watch, swift stealing through the friendly shade ; 

I ‘ ^as then her eunuch came, Arsotes mild, 

H ad her cradle rocked, and nursed her from a child. 
XIX. 

^a^eles3 of fatigue, the good old man 
led her still ; and, chancing now to see 
surreptitious arms, lie soon began 
loinprehend her risk ; and on liis Iviicc, 

weeping, by the pious ineiiior_^ 

^ *his past oflices, by locks grrovji grey 
[ ■ her dear service, and by every ])lea 


M love and pity, did ho long time ])ray 
p to resign the* attempt, and still she aiisw 


crod nay. 


■I* I ■ t length he said; “ Since in its wrong thy mind 
\ obstinate, since to my feeble years, 

S iiico to ray silver tresses tho>i art blind, 

^ lind to iny love, and proof to all my tears, 

^ fy piteous prayers, and too prophetic fears, — 

1 lO, from thy hitherto unknown descent 
I rend the veil ! that known, do wdiat aj)pear3 
^ood in thy sight:" — amazed, Clorinda bent 
^I'Jbim her large dark eyes, and thus the story wont. 
'y XXI. 


In former days o'er Ethiopia reigned, 

Happy perchance reigns still, Senapo brave ; 

Who with his dusky people still maintained 
The laws which Jesus to the nations gave ; 

*T was in his court, a Pagan and a slave, 

I lived, o’er thousand maids advanced to guard. 

And wait with authorised assumption grave, 

On her whose beauteous brows the crown instarred ; 

True, she was brown, but nought the brown her beauty marreil 

8 2 
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ixn. 

The King adored her, but his jealousies 
Equalled the fervours of his love ; the smart 
At length of sharp suspicion by degrees 
Gained such ascendance in his troubled heart, 

That from all men in closest bower apart 
He mewed her, wjiere e’en Heaven^s chaste eyes, the 
Stars, were but half allowed their looks to dart ; 
Whilst she, mock, wise, and jmre as virgin light. 

Made her unkind lord's will her rule and chief delight. 

XXIII. 

Hung was her room with storied imageries 
Of inartyrs arid of saints ; a Virgin hero, 

On whose fair cheeks the roso^s sweetest dyes 
Gloweil, was doi)ict(‘d in distress ; and near, 

A monstrous dragon, which witli poignant spear 
An errant knight transfixing, prostrate laid : 

The gentle Lady oft with many a tear 
llcforo this paiiuing meek confession made 
Of secret faults, and mourned, and Heaven’s forgiveness jj 

XXIV. 

n l^regnant inoanwdiilo, she bore (and chon wort she) 

A daughter white as snow ; tlie' nmisual hue. 

With wonder, fear, and strange i)orplexity 
Disturbed her, as tliough something monstrous too : 
Tint, as by sad experience, well she knew 
His jealous temper and suspicious haste, 

She cast to hide thee from thy father's view ; 

For in liis mind (perversion most misplaced !) 

Thy snowy chastcncss else had argued her unchaste. 

XXV. 

And in thy cradle to his sight exposed 
A negro’s new-born infant for her own ; 

And as the tower wherein she lived enclosed 
Was kept by me and by her maids alone, — 

To me whose firm fidelity was known, 

Who loved and served her with a soul sincere, 

She gave thee, beauteous as a rose unblown, 

Yet unbaptised ; for there, it vroiild appear, 

Baptised thou couldst not be in that thy natal year. 
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peeping she placed thee in my arms, to bear 
I some fhr spot ; what tongue can tell the rest! 
e plaints she used ; and with what wild despair 
clasped thee to her fond maternal breast : 

I w many times 'twixt sighs, 'twixt tears caressed ; 

|w oft, how very oft her vain adieu 

ded on thy check ; with what sweet passion pressed 

y little lips ! at length a glance she threw 

Leaven, and cried ; ‘ Great God, that look*st all spirits 

through ! — 


jlf both iny heart and members are unstained • 
li nought did c*cr my nuptial bed defile, — 
f )ray not for myself ; I staud'arraigned 
/thousand sins, and in thy sight am vile ;) 
t*!'escrve this guiltless infant, to uHiose smile 
I he tendcrest mother must refuse her breast, 

I And from her eyes their sweetest bliss exile! 

I May she with-chastity like mine bo blessed; 

|.;t stars of happier rule liave influence o'er the rest! 
i’ xxviii. 

'I “ ‘ And thou, blest kniglit, that from the cruel teeth 
Of the grim dragon frepd'st that holy maid, 
f^lLit by my hands if ever odorous wreath 
Vi'Eosc from thy altars ; if I e'er h«T,vo laid 
M Thereon gold, cinnamon, or myrrh, and prayed 
IlFor help, through every chance of life display, 

(yin guardianship of her, thy powerful aid !' 

It I Convulsions choked her w^ords, — she swooned away — 
• nd the pale hues of death on her chill temples lay. 

XXJX. 


“ With tears I took thee, in a little ark 
So hid by flowers and leaves that none could guess 
The secret, brought thcc forth 'twixt light and dark, 
And, unsuspected, in a Moorish dress, 

Passed the town walls : as through a wilderness 
Of forests horrid with brown glooms, I took 
My pensive way, I saw, to my distress, 

A tigress issuing from a bosky nook, 

Rage in her scowling brows, and lightning in her look. 
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XXX. 

Wild with affright, I on, tho flowery ground 
Cast thee, and instant climbed a tree close by ; 

TJie savage brute came up, and glancing round 
In haughty menace, saw where thou didst lie ; 

And, softening to a mild humanity 

Tier stern regard, with placid gestures meek. 

As by thy beauty smit, conic courteous nigh ; 

^n amorous pastime fawning licked thy cheek ; 

And thou on her didst smile, and stroke her mantle deef 

XXXI. 

With her fierce muzzle and her cruel front 
Thy little liands did innocently play ; 

She offered thee her teats, as is the wont 

With nurses, and adapted them, as they, 

To thy young lips ; nor didst tliou turn away,— 

She suckled thee ! a jiiodigy so new 
Filled me with fresh confusion and cUsmay: 

She, when she saw thee satisfied, withdrew 
Ijita the shady wood, and vanished from my '/iew. 

xxxn. 

•• Again I took thee, and pursued my way 
Through woods, and vales, and wildernesses dun ; 

Till in a little village making stay, 

I gave thee secretly in charge to one, 

Who fondly nursed thee til) the circling sun 
With sixteen montlis of equatorial heat, 

Had tinged thy face ; till thou too hadst begun 
To prattle of thy joys in murmurs sweet, 

And print her cottage floor with indeebive feet. 

XXXIII. 

But, having passed the autumn of my years^ 

' As sprightly vigour failed and life declined, 
lUch in the gold that with her farewell tears 
Thy bount^us mother to my hands consigned^ 

I for my native countiy inly pined ; 

. After my many toils and wanderings wide, 

I longed amidst old faces left behind, 

^ • Jn my dear birthplace tranquil to reside, 

iind spfl^ Ufe^s wlntry^eve at my own warm firasde. 
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XXXIT. 

fo Egypt then, where first iny eyes unclosed, 
look, cot.diicting thee, a secret road, 
lid reached a fiood, to equal risks cxi)oscd, — 

[re robbers chased me, there the torrent tlowed : 

^ hat should I do ? resign my ehoiislicd load? 
p ! yet how shun the meditated theft ? 

I moment’s thought hereon when 1 bestowed, 
braved the stream ; with one hold arm I cleft 
^urous the roaring waves, and bore thee in my left. 

XXXV. 

fwift as an arrow flowed the flood ; midway, 

1 tides for ever boil and spin ; 
fere, as a curling snake devours its prey, 

|e volumed whirlpool gaped, and sucked me in ; 
^iddy, tossed round, distracted with tlie din, 
thee then I missed ; but the wild waves upbore, — 
'ropitious breezes caught thy garments thin, 
kiid laid thee safe on the smooth sandy shore ; 
ich I at loiigch too reached, wlion hope almost Avas o'er, 

XXXVI. 

With joy I took thee up ; eve’s dusky light 
^Ehc landscape veiled, when, slumbering on the sand, 
lethought the figure of a frowning knight 
Same near, and pointing at my breast his bran ’ 
jrnperiously exclaimed ; ‘ Xo more withstand 
the solemn charge with which thou long hast striven, 
mother’s precept ! christen, 1 command, 

{This babe, the choice inheritant of heaven ; — 

'x’o my peculic'ir cai*e the orphan child is given. 

XXXVIT. 

V “ ‘ ’Twas I gave mercy to the* infuriate brute, 

[ Life to the wind, and mildness to the stream ; 

And woo to thee, if thou my words dispute, 

Or as a vacant phantom discsteem 

l^he heavenly form I am !’ with morn’s flrst beam 

I- w oke, and, shaking off the dews of night, 

Went forward ; but, as false 1 judged the dream, 

And true my faith, I scrupled not to slight 
The angel’s threat, and still withheld the sacred rite; 
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XXXVIII. 

But as a Pagan bred thee, nor revealed 
The secret of thy birth ; whilst thou hast grown 
Valiant in arms, the phccnix of the held, 

And o’er thy sex and Nature's self hast shown 
Thyself victorious ; hosts hast thou o'crdirown ; 

Won riches, realms, and palms for ever green ; — 

What since lias happened, thou thyself hast known ; 
And how in peace, in battle I have been 
Tliy sire at once and slave, through each succeeding sccij 

xxxix. 

“ Last morn a sleep, the simih* of death, 
rlftTyet the stars ha<l faded from the sky, 
iSank on my soul, and by our holy faith 
Again thy O cuius iu my sloc]) passed by ; 

But liaughtier was his look, more fierce his cry, — 

‘ Traitor ! ' he siiid, ‘ the hour to disunite 
Cloriuda from the bonds of earth draws nigh ; 

Mine shall she yet become in thy despite ; 

Be thine the woe !' he frowned, and heavcnwaAl toolv Ids ili 

XL. 

“ Thus, then, be warned ! for sadly I suspect 
0’(*r thee, iriy love, strange accidents iuipoud ; 

Perhaps tlie heavens are wroth wlien wo reject 
The faith our wise forefath.cis did commend; 

Perhaps that faith is true ; oh, condescend. 

Deign, 1 entreat thee, to put off this vest 
Of sable, deign tl:y purpose to suspend!” 
lie ceased, and wept ; fear thiillcd her pensive breast, 
For on her heart a like remembered vision pressed. 

XLl. 

But soon licr aspect she serened, and said ; 

“ This faith, which surely strikes my mind as true, 
Which thou wouldst hiavc me doubt in thy vain dread. 
The faith that with my nurse’s milk I drew, 

Still will I keep ; nor yet resign (beshrew 
The soul that would !) my old heroic spear. 

And plighted purpose ; no, not if I knew 
That Death, with that fierce visage which strikes fear 
Into the hearts of men, would dog me as a deer !" 
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b soothes him, smiles on him, and straight reiires, 
ie^ now the hurrying hours to action call ; 
laL witli the dauntless liero who desires 
1 1 share her h.azard, socks the palace hall : 

A heno joins them, and with words of gall 
I 'v^urs on the daring hearts that little need 
lli^newed excitements ; gives to each a ball 
pitch and sulphur ; in a hollow reed 

I ts up the fatal flame, and bids them do the deed. 
XLIII. 

rged, they depart ; and over dale and hill 
iling the valleys, through the darkness scud 
h speed incessant, side by si/lc, until 
y near the spot whore the vast engine stood ; 
^riiore high their spirit rises, hot the hlood 
Joils ill their veins ; desire and scorn combine 
fo cheer them on, and in their madding mood, 

A Prawn are their swords; the watch behold the shine 
'coming arms, 'and loud demand the passing sign. 


yluutc they move on ; To arms!” exclaim the guard*, 
]^heir sudden shouts the valiant couple stun, 
j^^ut nought their generous enterprise retard, — 

]Jriicy bound abroad, and all concealment shun : 

from the’ electric cloud or levelled gun, 

C\t the same instant comes the flash, the thunder, 

Qfi Md bolt of ruin ; so for them to run, 

. Irrivc, strike, penetrate, and cleave asunder 
l*fie phalanx, is but one, one moment's work of wonder. 

XLV. 


Through thousand arms, amidst a thousand blows 
They pass, and execute their glorious aim ; 

Their glimmering lights secreted they disclose, 
And tip the black combustible with flame ; 

Tossed, to the tower it Axes ; words are tame 


To picture how it creeps, expands, aspires ; 

How soon it runs o’er all the timbered frame ; 

How thick the smoke, and in what billowy gyres, 
Climbs to the lofty stars, and cloaks their shining fires. 
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XL VI. 

Vast globes of fire amid the ceaseless whirl 
Of smoke voluminous, now dim, now bright 
As the cloud fiuctuates, high to heaven upcurl, — 

The blustering winds add fury to their flight: 

Then joined the scattered flames ; a sudden light 
Strikes the awed host, — they arm in mute amaze; 

’Tis done! the* pile, so terrible in fight, 

Sinks in a lofty, broad, coliiniiiar blaze ; 

And one brief hour destroys the workmanship of days. 

XLVir. 

Two bands meantime to where the pile is burning 
Haste from the Camp; which wIumi Argantes sees, 

He slioiits, Your blood shall quench tlio tire and t; ' 
His sword against them, with wild menaces 
Keeps them at bay; but, yielding by df'greos 
With fair Clorinda, to the l«*owu liilTs bent 
Retires, while first behiml the crowds increase, 

Like headlong Hoods which August riiins augment; 
Holly they ]>rcss the eliase, and climb with them the’ asce 

XLVIll. 

The Golden Gate turns on its hinge; and there, 

With his ai’iiuicl ])eoplo stands the Turkish King, 

Ready to welcome back the dauntless ])air. 

If favouring fortune should them homew’ard bring ; 
High o’er thci ruins of the fosse they sj)ring 
Reforc a grove of spears — the Soldau stout 
Gives the known word, the portals wide they fling, 
Drive back the Franks, and, wheeling swdft abciut, 
Close the strong gates — ^alas ! those shut Clorinda out. 

XLIX. 

For at the moment when the Turks let fall 
The pendulous portcullis, forth she flew 
To wreak her ire on Ariinon the tall. 

Whose daring sword had cut her hauberk through; 
This she rcvtmgod, nor yet Argantes knew 
That she was separate from his side ; the glare 
Of steel, the anarchy of fight, tlie crow 
Tliat pressed behind, and denseness of the air, 

WlioUy his sight confused, distracting every care. 
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L. 

fnlhen her sultry anger she had quenched 
[jke proud blood of dying Arinion, 
des closed, and how she stood intrenched, 

Clorinda utterly undone, 
i^n(;j.(»ked alone for death ; but soon, as none 
i/ora ‘ disguise, fresh hopes of safety rose 
L(7 other turns of wit ; she feigns her one 
1 F^ne same troop, a bold demeanour shews, 

^with cool unconcern slips in amidst her foes. 

\ lii- 

tn, as the still wolf glides to the green wood, 

Jscious of crime, and in close ambush lies ; 
jl:>y the tumult favoured, and unviewed, 

/ioiigh the <lun shade of the nocturnal skies, 

■Jseverc<l from the press, Clorinda ilies ; 

^nered alone, it sceiiis, the secret Know 
;i)th of her fatal ehaneo and sly device ; 

I /Triving there as Arimon slio slew, 

J c-aw her, marked lier out, and kept in constant view. 

gAcr would he fight with, deeming her a man 
jAlorious in arms as lively in address ; 
y round the winding rainj)arts swift she ran, 

£p at some other gat(‘ to gain access ; 
jts swift beliiiid her did the' avenger press; 
f or 'was it long, ere on the gusty breath 
f the night-wind she lieard, with some distress, 

"he sound of arms ; whence, turning, “Halt !" she saith ; 
fleet foot news bring'st thou?" he answered, “War 
and death !” 

LIII. 

“War shalt thou have," said she, “ and death, if these 
Are thy request and here her step she stayed ; 

Tancred his steed abandons, when he sees 
His foe on foot, by lonely hills embayed : 

Then she her sabre, lie liis poignant blade 
Draws from the sheath ; they stand as mortal foes 
Wrath nerves the hero, haughtiness the maid ; 

Like two young bulls each smarting with the throes 
Of envy, rage, and love, in desperate strife they close. 
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LIV. 

Wortny of royal lists, and the clear sliine 
Of suns would be the battle, if descried ; / 

Dark Abbess ! thou that in thy Oothic serine ! 

The mouldering relics of their tale dost bide! i 
Grant me to lift thy cowl, to Avaft aside 
The curtain, and in radiant numbers braid 
Their deeds, for endless ages to abide ; 

So with their glory, glorious sliall be made. 

In page of high Uomance, the memory of thy sliade. 

LV. 

They shrink not, trido not, strive not to smite 
By aftiticial rules, with wary will; 

Stand not ou ]X)stures or on points, the night 
And their blind rage forbid the tricks of skill ; 

But swords crash horribly with swords, and shrill 
The mountain echo sfirieks along the plain ; 

Not a foot stirs, — where stood, there stand they still ; 
But aye their hands in motion they maintain ; > 

And not a lounge, or foin, or slush descends in vain. 

LVI. 

Sliamc stings disdain to vengeance, vengeance breeds 
New shame, — thus passion runs a ceaseless round ; 

To spite despite, to rage fresii rage succeeds, 

The agony to strike, the lust to wound : 

And now the battle blends in narrower ground ; 

No room have they to foin, no room to lash ; 

Their blades flung back, like butting rams they bound,- 
Fight with the hilts, wild, savage, raging, rash, 

And shield at sounding shield, and helm at helmet dash. 

LVII. 

Thrice in his boisterous arms the maid he pressed, 

And thrice was forced to loose his sinewy clasp ; 

She had no fancy to be so caressed ; 

Empassioned Love is not an angry asp. 

Again with eagerness their swords they grasp, 

And tinge them ruddy as Yesuvian fire. 

In blood of many wounds ; till, tired, they giisp 
For very breath, — some paces back retire ; 

And from their long fatigues all pantiiigly respire. 
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LVin. 

I ^nt on their swords, with like exhan^cd trame^ 
ike they rest, and echo gaze for gaze : 
des the last star ; Aurora, robed in flame, 
iibars Elysium, and tlio morning plays ; 
i-ncrcd perceives, beneath its grateful rays, 
om her the trickling blood j>rofusely rain, 
id glories in the languor she displays ; 
man, vain man ! poor fool of pride and pain ! 
i^d up with every breath from Fortune's wiivering vane I 

Lix. 

|iy that proud smile ? sad, oh how sad, shall bo 
iy acted triuuij)hs when the’ illusion clears ! 
iiiie eyes sliiill weep, if still the light they see, 

Jt every droj) of blood a sea of tears : 

f /liiis resting, gazing, full of hopes and fears, 
jfhe bleeding warriors, silent as tlio dead, 
fitood for a si)ace ; at length some feelings fierce 
-‘T’ancred dej)Ofied, — kind tliuughts rose in their stead, 

1 0 wished her iiame \o know, and, breaking silence, said * 

LX. 

' Hard is our chance, our prowess thus to spend 
On deeds which silence and these sliadcs conceal ; 

^ To which thwart Fortune yields no praise, no friend 
-j()n our viewed acts to set Ids speaking seal ! 
if amid the sullen shock of steel 
prayers may have a(*ces 8 , courtesies find place, 

' name, thy country, and thy rank reveal; 

Aat I, wliatever issue crown the case, 

May know at least avIio gives my death or victoiy grace.” 

LXI. 

Sternly she said ; Thy jirayer no access wins ; 

(Alstom forbids ; but, wdiatsoe’er my name, 

'I'hou seest before thee one of those brave twins, 

Who gave your towering structure to the flame.” 

Fired at her answ’cr, Tancred made exclaim ; 

“ 111 evil hour hast thou thy guilt avowed ; 

Thy speech :iud silence arc to me the same, 

Discourteous wretch, contemptible as proud ! 

Both chid€ ly y si >th, and both for vengeance plead aloud.” 
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Lxii. ; ! 

Rage to thoir hearts returns, and spurs them on, | 
Though weak, to war ; dire war ! from which the slei) 

Of art are banished, whence all strength is gone, | 
And in the room of both, brute fury fights : \ 

Oh, sharp his falchion, sharp her sabre smites ! ! 

What bloody gaps they make tlii'ough plate and chain\ 

111 their soft flesh ! revenge, revenge requites ; j 

If life parts not, 't is only that disdain ' 

Knits it in pure despite to the rebellious brain. 

LXIII. 

As the deep Euxine, though the wind no more 
Blows’, that late tossed its billows to the stars, 

Stills not at once its rolling and its roar, 

But with its coasts long time conflicting jars ; ^ 

Thus, though thoir quickly-ebbing blood debars 
Force from their blades as vigour from their arms, 

Still lasts the frenzy of the flame which Mars 
Blow in their lireasts ; sustained by whoso strong charmj 
Yet heap they strokes on strokes, yet harms Inflict on harm| 

LVIV. 

But now, alas ! the I'atal hour arrives 
That must shut np Clorinda’s life in shade; 

In her fair bosom deep his sword he drives; 

’T is done — life’s purple Icuntain bathes the blade! 

The golden flowered eyinar of light brocade, 

Tliat swathed so tenderly her breasts of snow, 

Is steeped in the warm stream : th(i hapless maid 
Feels her end nigh ; her kneos their strength forego; 

And her enfeebled frame droops languishing and low. 

LVV. 

He, following up tlio thrust with taunting cries, 

Lays the pierced- Virgin at his careless feet ; 

She as she falls, in mournful tones outaiglis, 

Her last faint words, pathetically sweet ; 

Wiich a new spirit prompts, a spirit replete 
With charity, and faith, and hope serene, 

Sent dove-like down from God's pure mercy-seat ; 

Who, though through life his rebel she had been, 

Would have her dio a fond repentant Magdalene. 
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LXVI. 

. jiond, thou hast won j I patdoii tligCj anOi uh 
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P ^ive thou mo ! I fear not for this clay, 

.tecMiny dark soui — pray for it, and bestow 
sacred rite tliat laves all stains away : ” 

^ dying hymns heard far at close of day, 

^ Hiding I know not wliat in the soothed ear 
’Hweetost sadness, tlie faint words make way 
iPS his fierce heart, and, touched with grief sincere, 

I from his pitying eye the' involuntary tear. 

LXVII. 

* distant, gushing from the rocks, a rill 
f Mied on his ear ; to this with eager pace 
jj^^'-peeds — his hollow casque thd waters fill — 
f'-V back he hurries to the deed of grace ; 
j ^ hands as aspens tremble, wdiilst tliey raise 
‘j.e locked aveutaylo of tlio unkno\f n kniglit ; — 

'H>d, for thy mercy ! 't is her angel face ! 

J^ghast and thunderstruck, ho loathes the light; 

knowlec 'o best unknown ! ah, too distracting sight ! 
'd j.xvni. 


.1 ^'’et still lived ; and mustering all his powers 
the sad task, restrained each wild lament, 

-pJFain to redeem by those baptismal showers 
-jjthe life his sword bereft ; wdiilat thus intent 
-jjhe hallowing words ho spoke, with ravishment 
1 -^or face transiigured .shone, and half apart 
\ [)r bland lips shed a lively smile that sent 

f sUent speech in siuishino to his heart : 

‘♦K ven gleams; in blissful peace behold thy friend depart!" 

LX IX. I 

A paleness beauteous as the lily's inixt 
With tlie sweet violet's, like a gust of wind 
Flits o'er her lace ; her eyes on Heaven are fixt, 

And heaven on her returns its looks as kind ; 

Speak she can not ; but her cold hand, declined. 

In pledge of pciaco on Tancred she bestows ; 

And to her fate thus tenderly resigned, 

In her meek beauty she expires, and shows 
But as a smiling saint indulging soft repose. 
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LXX. 

But when he saw her starlike spirit set, 

The self-possession which had manned his soul, 

Bent to the storm of anguishing regret 
That o’er his bosom burst beyond control : 

Pangs of despair convulsed his heart ; life stole 
As to its last recess ; death’s icy dew 
Bathed his pale brow, his blood forebore to roll ; 
Till like the breathless dead the living grew, 
lu chillness, silence, air, and attitude, and hue. 

LXXT. 

And sure liis life, imj>:ith;nt of the light, 

Struggling had burst in its rebellious scorn 
From its weak chain, and followed in its flight 
The beauteous spirit, that, but just re-horn. 

Had spread its wings in sunshine of the morn, — 
Had not a party of tke Franks, disproau 
In search of water o’er the gleaming lawn, 

By providential guidaneo thither led. 

Seen where he lay supine, the dying by ihe^ioad. 

LXXII. 

Their Chief, though distant, hy liis ariiionr knew 
The Latin Prince, and hjistened to the pl,‘u*8 ; 

The lifeless beauty he remembered too 

For Tancred’s love, and uiourDod her fatal case ; 

He would not leave a forra so full of grace. 

Albeit a Pagan, as he <ieeincd, a prey 
To wolves, but lifting, in a little sjiace, 

To others’ arms both bodies whence they lay, 

Took straight to Tancred’s tent his melancholy witV. 

LXXIII. 

Not yet the knight, so equably and slow 
They marched, from his dark trance awakened was 
But feeble groans at intervals might shew 
Some sands still glided in his vital glass; 

The Lady lay a mute and stirlcss mass, 

Nor breath, nor pulse gave hope that life was then 
Incorporate with its beauty : thus they pass ; 

Thus, aide by side, the two, lamenting bear ; 

And in adjoining rooms dispose witli silent care. 
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LXXIV. 

j pitying squires drew nigh ; with busy pain 
^ted his clJll tomplcs^ and his mail unbound ; 
languid eyes at length he oped again, 
t the physician’s hand, the smarting wound, 
d heard, yet dubious of his sense, the sound 
whispering lips, — where was he, and with whom ? 
ng with bewildered gaze he looked around ; 

J length his squires, at length ho knew the room, 
^Ijn low feeble words lamented thus his doom : 
LXIV. 


.'t do I breathe ? yet live to view the beams 
:his curst day, more odious than the shade ? 
iir witness of my blind misdeed, it streams * 

; accuse my rashness, and my' guilt upbraid : 

, 1, CO wal’d hand ! wliy now art tliou afraid, 
hou, so well versed in all the turns of strife, 
he impious minister of death repaid 
1 infamy, to grfisj) the vengeful knife, 
d cut the pall* black thread of this oj)probriou 8 life 

LX XVI. 

‘ Take the fell steel, and hide it to the hilt 
•Within me, — iny sad heart in sunder cleave! 

/^^But thou, perhaps, inui ud to deeper guilt, 

May’st deem it mercy such quick ease to give: 
Then as a dire example let me live, 

Monster of luckless Love ! a mark fur men 
To point at and ablioi' ; this base reprieve 
To shameful life will be the* alone fit pain 
For such enormous guilt, and of so dam a grain. 

LXXVIl. 


“Vext by just Furies, anguish, grief, .iiid care, 

A wandering maniac must I live — to run, 
Shrieking, from phantoms with which sleep shall i 
My soul, when Night her orgies has begun ; 

To hold in horror and in hate the Sun, 

That did my fatal error shew ; to eye 
Myself with fear, and strive myself to shun ; — 
Evermore flying, evermore to fly. 

Whilst hell’s pursuing fiends are ever howling nigh ! 
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LXXVIII. ■ 

•• But whop(i, alas, where lie the relics chaste { 

Of my slain angel ? wliat my cruel scorn ' 

Left whole, perchance some savage of the waste — 

Tlie lion mangles, or tlic wolf has torn ; 

Ah spoils, for tliem too rich ! dear beauty, born 
To different end ! too sweet, too precious fruit ! 

Poor injured maiden ! whom the shades forlorn 
And lone hills have betrayed, first in ilis])iite 
To me, and next in prey to some ferocious lirute. 

LX XIX. 

“ Yet will T go, and the loved s])oils collect ; 

Dear limhs ! where late the hues of beauty bloomed 
But if the wolf, in hungry disrespect, 

Those virgin relics has inclecd eonsumeil, 

III tlie same oavt‘rn let me he entombed, 

Lot the same jaws ingTilf me ! hailed by me 
Will the stroke coiii<» ; but, preyed on or inhumed. 

A glorious sepulchre, my love, t will be, 

Where'er thy bones are cast, to be iiiurned with thee-"' 

LXXX. 

But being told that her lamented form 
Lay in his tent, a lajaiii of joy appeared, 

Like lightning flashing through a sable storm. 

To light his asi>ect, and the ilurkness cleared ; 

Straight from the couch of his repose he reared 
The heavy burden of his limbs, and slow — 

Weak as an infant, full of |>ain, but cheered 
By her dear image, tliitlicr strove to go, 

On frail unsteady steps, loose staggering to and fro- 

LXXXl. 

But when he came, and in her beauteous breast 
Saw the red gash his murderous hand had made, 

And her late radiant aspect calmed to rest, 

Like a nocturnal sky, in livid shade — 

His heightening colour was perceived to fade ; 

A trembling ague rocked his frame ; and there 
Would he have sunk, but for immediate aid ; 

** Sweet face,” he sighed, thou canst make death lock fair, 
But hast not power to soothe or sweeten my despair ! 
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LXXXII. 

gfair hand ! dear pledge of pardoning amity ! 

E'^|te forceful pleader, uttering love’s farewell ! 

Wjfhat do I find thee now ? ah, what am I ! 

0,W you, light limbs, that' did in flight excel 
S he graceful motions of the fleet gazelle, 

X hat but upbraiding vestiges are ye 
jJf my irreparable rage ? too well 
T y stony eyes and cruel hand agree, 
lwhd ^9 \vhat the one destroy eil, the other brooks to see 
® * - LXXXIJI. 

Lnd see without a tear ! then weep, my blood, ^ 
jicc my remorseless eyes to wctip forbear!” 

/antic he spoke ; and in his madding mood, 

Syrong with dc'siro of death, began to tear 
Ijfis hands away, and to his nails laid bare 
liach irritated wound, — the bluocf like rain 
Gushed forth, and in this fit of wild despair 
'He must have died, had not excess of pain 
Caused him to Swoon away, and life jjorforce retain. 

LXXXIV. 


Borne to his bod again, his, fluttering sprite 
Back to its hated mansioii they reclaim ; 

The dire misehanee and anguish of the knight 
This while was widely spread by babbling fame ; 
And thither (‘amc the Chief; and tliither came, 
With his loved friends, the Solitary Sage; 

But neither grave admonishment could tanie, 
Nor pity soothe, nor gentlest prayers assuage 
Of his distnicted grief the stubbornness and rage. 

LXXXV. 


As in a tender limb the serpent's sting, 

With oils fomented, doth the keener smart ; 

So their kind solaces of love but bring 
Acutcr pangs to liis atllicted luiart ! 

But reverend Peter, who the faithful part 
Of a good shepherd ever undertook 
With his sick floijk, blest counsels to impart, 

His long romantic passion would rebuke, 

And from its frenzied trance, his wilful spirit shook: 

T 2 
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LXXXVI. 

‘‘ 0 Tancrcd ! Tancred ! how unlike that mind. 

Wlioso first uiifoldings did so bright appear ! 

What cloud, what darkness docs thy visicni blind, 

What sorcery shuts tliy intellectual oar ? 

This thy sore trouble is instruction clear 
Sent from the Lord ; dost thou not see the ray 
That would direct thy feet ? <lost thou not hear 
The voice that cvills thee to the safer way, 

"WHierciii thou first didst walk, whence now thy footsteps sijj 
LX XXVII. 

■ ' “To actions worthy thy first love, his voice 
Ilecals thee, vowed to this divine crusade ; 

Which thou hast left (unwise, unworthy choice!) 

For the blind worsliip of a Pagan maid, 
riappy misfortune ! Ifcaveii on thee has laid 
la teuderest clemency its chastening rod ; 

Thy fault, thyself has it the agent made 
Of thine own good ; and is it in this mode 
That thou the gift iccciv bt, and ovvii'st the grace bestowed ?! 

LXXXVIII. 

“ Scorn'st thou then, ingrate, the salubrious gift 
Of God> with God incensed/ un!japj»v I thuik 
Whither tins angry whirlwind bears thee — swift 
O'er dark Eternity's tremendous brink ; 

Down the deep precipice about to s^nk, 

Thou hang’st at mercy of the sleiidorc'st breath ; 

Call, I entreat, call back thy sensas, .shrink 
From the moinentous danger, look beneath, 

And curb this impious woe, that leads to endless deatli !” 

LXXXIX. 

That second deatli the sullerer's soul alarmed, 

And, all relinquishing his wish to die, 

Their soothing words he entertained, and calmed 
The hurricane within ; yet still a sigh — 

A groan at times escaped ; by fits his eye 
Would weep, and his sad tongue lament aloud, 

Now holding with himself wild colloquy, 

Now with his love, who from some rosy clou<i 
To hia fond plaints perchance an car of pity bowed. 
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i xc. 

“Fb her at smile of mom, for her at frown 
E'^f eve he calls, he murmurs, and complains ; 

Wjiike a lorn nightingale when some rude clown 
las stol n her plumelcss brood ; in piercing strains 
&j)hc tills the dying winds, and woods, and plains 
Vith her sweet quarrel ; all night long she weeps, 
llVnd to the listening stars repeats her pains, 

Till morn vrith rosy tears the forest steeps ; — 

[^hoVn on his streaming eyes awhile calm slumber creeps. 

XCI. 

I nd, clad in starry robes, the maid for whom 
[e mourned, appears amid his morning dreams 
airor than erst, but by the (leafhles.s bloom 
nd heavenly radiance tliat around her beams, 

Jracod, not disguised; in sweetest act slie seems 
‘ To stooj), and wipe away the teaVs that flow 
From his dim eyes : Behold what glory streams 
Hound juo,” she cries ; “ how beauteous now I show, 

And for my sake, dear friend, this waste of grief forego 

XCII. 

** Thee for my bliss I thank ; Earth's sordid el .>d . 
Tlioii by a happy error forced to quit. 

And for the glorious Paradise of God 
By sacred ba|jtisra inad’st my spirit fit : 

There now midst angels and blest saints I sit 
In rapturous love and fellowship divine ; 

Tlicre may our souls together yet be knit, 

And there in fields where suns eternal shine, 

Bhalt thou at once enjoy their loveliness and mine 

XCIII. 


If by thy passions unseduced, if thou 
Grudge not thyself the bliss ; live then, Sir Knight, 
Know that I love thee, far as Love can bow 
For aught of earthly mould a Child of Light !" 

As thus she spoke, her glowing eyes shone bright 
With an immortal's fervour — rosy red, 

She in the mild irradiance shut from siglit 
Her face, like a sweet flower, her fans outspread, 
And in his drooping soul celestial comfort shed. 
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XCIV. 

Soothed he awoke, and to the hancb discreet 
Of skilled ])ractitioners his wounds resigned ; 

The whilst his friends inlcrrod, ^\ith s)>ices sweet, 

The limbs late vital with so great a mind : 

And if the tomb to which they were consigned 
Was not of pure Ponteiioan, nov grared 
Willi sculptures planned l»y arclnteets refined, 

The stone was ehoioe, and wrought wdth all the taste 
f he urgent time aUowed, in form antiquely chaste. 

xcv. 

• There by bright lamps that in long order shine. 

With many a dirge, her bones in earth they lay ; 

And on the smooth trunk pf a leafless pine 
Jler aims, hung round with cyjiross and with bay. 

In trophy to her fame aloft dis}»lay ; 

And thither did the Prince his footsteps turn 
All languid as he w'as, at break of clay. 

With awe and melancholy calm concern, 

Unseen her grave to view, and clasp her reverenced unu 

XLVI. 

Wlicn -readied the tomb, his spirit’s dolorous goal, 
Prescribed by Heaven’s inscrutable decree^, 

Long on the pile, mute, motionless, and pale. 

His hollow eyes in absent reverie 

He fixed : at length to his relief a sea 

Of t(.^ars gushed forth ; cond, gathering v( ice, he said, 

His accents prefaced v. ith a sigh ; “ ()lr ye 

So loved, so lioiioured tablets of the dead, 

In which my soul abides, o’er which my tears are slicdi— 

XCYII. 

Not of unliving dust are ye the shrine, 

But Love’s quick ashes, canonised by w'oe ; 

From you 1 catch his wouti'd fires divine, 

Less sweet, less grateful, but as warm they glow^ ; 

Take the sad sighs and kisses I bestow. 

Bathed in the fondest tears tliat ever blessed 
The grave of luckless beauty ; take, and oh 
Convey each sigh breathed forth, each kiss impresfied^ 
To the beloved remains that in your bosom rest ! 
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XCVIII. 

** For if to lior fair spoils tliat fairest Saint 
E’er gives a glance, thy pity and my love 
Will not offend ; since, neither can the taint 
0; ’ scorn or hatred reach the blest above ; 

She who forgave my crime, can ne’er reprove 
My zeal — this i.ope alone my tears can dry; 

It was, she knows, my hand alone that drove 
Tiie murdering sword ; nor can it irk that 
Who| lived adoring licr, adoringly should die. 

^ ij xcix. 

“ And die adoring her I shall ; blest day, 

W henever it arrives ! but far more blest, 

If/ as now round thy polished sides 1 stray, 

1 /til on be taken to thy siicred breast! 

Ah ! let our blending souls together rest 
'In heaven, our ashes in the self-sAin<j tomb ! 

If I by death bo of the bliss possessed 
Which life deiiieil me, — juight 1 but presume 
This, this to hipe indeed, delightful were my doom!” 

a 

Meanwhile in Salem, of Oloviiida’s fall 
At first confused and floating whispers rise ; 

Till, ascertained and soon divulged, through all 
The’ astonislieil (Jity the loud rumour flies, 

Mingled witli tears, and shrieks, and women’s cries; 
As though the town itself, the sacred town, 

W^erc now by storm become tlic victor’s prize ; 

And in the rage of flying flames went down 
Their temples, spires, abodes, and towers of old reuowa. 

CJ. 

But every eye was on Arsetes turned, 

Who stood, a pkeous spectacle of care ; 

He not as others his dear mistress mourned ; 

His eyeballs, stony with supreme despair. 

Shed not a tear ; but fiercely did he tear 
His face, his bosom, and with ashes strowed 
The hoary honours of his silver hair : 

As thus he drew the’ attention of the crowd. 

Midst them Argantes came, and thus harangued aloud f 
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Cll. 

Much did I Ttiah, when conscious that the gate 
Was closed against the* incomparable maid, 

To follow straight, — I ran to share her fate, 

Protect her life, or be beside her laid ; 

What did I not ? what said I not ? I prayed, 

Adjured the King, by all that was most dear, 

To' unbar the gates : he, of the Frnnhs afraid, 

Denied my suit, though tendered with a tear ; 

And, men of Syria ! he has sole dominion here. 

cm. 

“ Ah ! had I then gone forth, or safe from strife 
I the brave heroine had brought otV, or closed 
Wliere she has made earth puqde, my sad life 
In memorable decease, a glorious ghost ! 

But what could I do more ? tlic starry host, 

And counsels both of Gods and men >vcrc set 
In adverse influence, to my wish opposed ; 

Cold in her grave tlie Virgin lies ; but yet, 

There are some mournful dues which I will ne'er forgot. 

CIV. 

‘‘ Hear, all Jerusalem, my vow ! Heaven, liear ! 

And, if I fail my promise to fulfil. 

Blast me with fire ! deep, deep revenge 1 swear. 

On the base Frank that did Clorinda kill ! • 

Never from battle shall my swoi’d lie still, 

However fully fleshed upon the foe ; 

Ne'er be dissevered from my sitle, until 
I stab curst Taiicred to the heart, ami tlirow 
His rufflan carcase out, to feed the hound and crow ? ” 

cv. 

The warrior ceased ; and to his fierce harangue 
From the soothed crowds applauding shouts succeed; 
Hushed their sore weeping, lost is every pang, 

In the mere fancy of the’ expected deed. 

Oh blind, presumptuous vow ! far different seed 
Than flowering hope imagines, to his scythe 
Time will devote ; thyself, thyself shalt bleed, 

In equal battle bleed, and dying writhe 
Beneath fais sword o’er whom thou now exultest blithe '. 



INTO XTIl 


aCRirSALEM DELIVERED. 


297 



Stanza xlvi. 


AEanXKNT. 

IfliiENo frees the Demons of the Deep 
To {{luird the forests ; the znero si^Ut of these, 

Scares from tlie regions tlic.v arc set lo koi-p 
The men who come to cut the shady trees : 

There Tanered boldly ventures, and » ith ease 
Enters the grove, but foolish love o’erpowers 
His shew of courage ; meanwhile not ii breezo 
Stirs,— heat, excessive heat the earth durouiw. 

And the sick camp decays, till blest with cupiona siioworb 


1 . 

Scarce was the vast, tower-tempesting machine 
To ashes sunk, than, further to secure 
The City respited from storm, Ismene 
New* artifices planned, by rites impure. 

And added spells tremendous, to ensure 
The army’s ruin, and prevent the fall 
Of fresh materials from the groves obscure ; 

Tliat so no second store of engines tall 
Might Sion’s gates bombard, or rend her sacred walL 
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11 . 

Near the encanipmont of the Christians, grows. 

Mid solitary \ alleys, old and vast, 

A forest, thick with mossy tiet^s, wluise houghs 
A solemn horror far in compass cast : 

There, when the golden sun at noon rules pa^t 
In clearest glorj’, a discoloured light, 

Malignant, such as tails fiom skies oVreast, 

When night with daj^, or day disputes with night. 
Streams through its hoar}* gladi^s, anrl daunts the' 
sight. 

III. 

But when the sun departs, iuiniediate cloii«N 
And horror, black as hell, the place iir.iich' ; 

Darkness — which blinds the vision, and whkli crowds 
The heart with fears ; for pasture' or ior shade 
There never goatherd" drives lus goat'i, dibiiiayocl, 
Herdsman his lieius; there never shepherds sound 
Their Ihcdy n*cds , noi in its nodding glade 
Enter faint julgnms, I lit, viith awe jirofoniid, 

Point as they pass, and shun far-off the* unluckv grouncL 

n. 

Here at deep niiduight, bonio on elonds and ‘^toinis, 

Foul witehes gathei to then blasted grcni, 

Each with her mate, and take' the fiiglitful forms 
Of dragon, pard, or beaided goxt obscene ; 

A council loathsome, inicunous, unobsm ; 

That oft with false pi esentments and delights, 

Allure from goodness : hithc'r tho> convene, 

To hold in pomp, by Hecate’s p.ile lights, 

Their impious inarriago feasts and bacchanalian rites. 

V. 

So goes belief; and from its haunted bowers 
Nor bough nor twig the natives ever rent; 

But these the Franks, since for their lams and towere 
None others served, iuvade with one consent. 

Here now the Sorcerer came, malevolent, 

At next dead noon of night,^ — the hour that best 
Suits his black science : not a whisper wont 
Through the wild woods, when, wrapt in coal-black vest, 
His magio rounds he traced, his mystic signs impressed. 
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IOqc naked foot he in the oharmed ring 

murmuring mighty rh 3 rmes; nor fkiled to turn 
J Thrice to the clime whence first the sunbeams spring, 

I Thrice to the region gaped where last they burn : 
l^hrice shook the wand that from the dreary urn 
J 'Vjalls buried phantoms to walk forth again 
I incorporate ; three times, gloomily and stem, 

*^|iitaiftped with his foot unsliod : then spake ho ; then 
^hese tremendous words through each rebellowing glen: 
i VII. 

I Hear ! hoar, 0 ye, whom from the stjirs of yore 
Rod^s flashing thunders smote to deepest hell ! 

Bear, yo that walk the clouds ! l^ear, yo that pour 
The storms abroad, and in the whirlwinds yell ! 

Lnd you, dark elves of fog, of fire, and fell, 
f)cmons, and ghosts, and demogorgons dire ! 

Hear, all ye devils tiiat in Avernus divell, 

Grim torturers of the damned ! and Thou, their sire, 

^ing of lost kings, that ruTst the shadowy wnrld of fire ! 

viir. 

Guard well these groves : elm, cedar, ivy, oak, 

I gi'' and clironieled aright ; 

. . At jul5 of men in bodies, I invoke 

y ii so to haunt tlieir branches, every sprite ; 

,naso back with fury, or at least affright 
^ The' insulting Christians, soon as they essay 
To reach and fell them ! ” many an impious rite, 

Fell charm, and dreary spell the Wizard grey 
Joined, which ^t were sin to hear, and blasphemy to ssiy« 


IX. 

At these fell words each bright star that adorns 
The blue of midniglit, quenched its fires divine ; 
The moon, disturbed, drew in her golden horns, 
Cloked in black clouds, nor after dared to shine : 
Incensed he turns, with aspect more malign. 

And stamping shouts ; Not yet do ye appear. 
Charged spirits ? each to his appointed shrine ! 
Why this delay? perchance ye wait t(f^hear 
Voices more potent yet, and curses more severe t 
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“ I have not yet forgot, from long disuse, 

My cruel arts of more effectual fame ; 

This tongue, I l«now, can, blooded o’er, break loose 
With perfect ease from its contrcjl, and frame 
TIuit so tremendous sound, that mighty Name, 

Which heard, oV*n Tluto must start up dismayed, 

And hither hurry from his throne of iliime ; 

Which ! oh, which if — more yet he would have said, 
But that he inly knew the summons was obeyed. 


Infinite spirits nuinborlcss come down ; 

All that tlirougli air on Hell s drear errands flee — 

(rhosts of the' abyss, aivl elves from forests brown, 

From cave, mine, tbuntaln, fire, and roaring sea : 

Slow, and still trcnd^ling at the late doeroo 
Prohibiting from battle, comes, and grieves 
The universal swarm ; Init, bound to be 
Seals of tho' enchantment, each his ohargj^ receives, j 
Shrined in the mossy trunks, grey boughs, or fluttering Icaveij 
Ml. 

Strait to the King the Sorcerer, when aware ; 

That the i»rotceting charm was novv eoinpU'te, 

Hied and exclaimed : “Leave every doubt and care ; i 
Thy heart refresll, and of enjoyment treat : 

Henceforth in sab'ty stands thy regal seat; 

For never shall the Franks have power or heart 
Their engines to renew’,— so brave a feat 
Have I performed;’* thus glorying, ])art by part 
He the success narrates of his mysterious art - 
, xin. 

Then thus continues ; With my spell the stars 
Themselves are charmed, to my no less delight ; 

Know, that in heavenly Leo raging Mars 
Must w’ith the splendid sun erewhile unite 
In blest conjunction, and with fever smite 
The hostile armies ; nought shall cool the glow, — 

Winds, airs, nor r|pns by day, nor dews by night ; 

Since all the Influences in heaven foreshow 
A time of burning heat — paiui wailing, want, and woo. 
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^ XIV, 

^ Drought more intolerable than e'er distressed 
Ind, or adust Zahara ! us the heat 
Will little harm, within a town so blest 
With cool delights — fresh shades, and fountains sweet : 
But most the sunbeams on our foes will beat ; 

[rWho, stretched on sands insulforablc as they, 

I jDeuiod refreshment, hopeless of retreat. 

Will to the' Egyptiiins fall an easy prey, 

i^t sin it by Heaven, then swept like locusts clean away. 

XY. 

‘‘ Thou, sitting still, sbalt conquer ; 't wore not wise 
Jo tempt of Fortune then the doubtful sinile; 
lut if the rash Circassian, who decries 
1, even hoiiouvablo rejiose, revile, 

^id importune thee in his usual stylo, 
md thou the means his wilfulncss fo rein ; 

Since Heaven's kind Sovereign shall to thee erewhile 
vSend peace, and to thy foes, consumed with ]>ain, 

|?he sw'ord which,* smiting once, need never smite again.” 

xvr. 

Soothed by this speech, the King r<.‘COv<Ts heart, 

And tlio whole force of (JodlVey inly mockws; 

He had already well vopaireil in part 

The walls late shattered by tlie rain’s vu(h» slmeks ; 

The rest with iron eriainps and mortised blocks 
He now secures ; nor yet his cares relax ; 

Hound him the total population docks, — 

Freeman, liege, slave, — on all he lays the tax 
Of hard, unceasing toil ; and warm their labours wax. 

xvii. 

MeJintiinc the pious Prince resolve<l no more 
To storm by force of arms the strengthened tow'n, 

Till rams and tow'crs yet mightier than belbre, 

Should with more sure success his prospects crown; 
lie therefore sent his soldiers to cut down 
Fresh timber for the work ; at morning light 
They go ; in mists the silent forests frown, — 

But scarce their sable skirts appear in Sight, 

Than awe arrests their steps, and fills their souls with fright. 
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Cawio III 


xvm. ^ 

As boys on ivied towers and liaunted rooms 
At fall of twilight dare not ciist tan eye, 

Fancy a gliost in every thing that glooms, 

And, hair on end, from the grim fancy % : 

So when beyond the hills these men descry . 

The hoar wood nodding to the wind’s light wings. 
Alarmed, they turn and flee ; iinoonseious why. 

Unless that fear before their senses brings 
Goblins, chimeras, ouphes, and all unholy things. 

XIX. 

Back tlicy return, sad, timitl, trembling, paie, 

Their wonla contused and various as their fears ; 

That not a soldier entertains their tale, 

But turns to mirth the monstrous things he hean. 

Indulgent Godfrey of his cavaliers 
Sends a choice troop, shining arms arrayed, 

^Vho, faced with boldness, strengthening with their spears 
The men from harm, might their faint souls persuade 
To do his late commands, and pierce the tangled shade. 

XX. 

Approaching where, in blackest seats embowered 
Of savage shade, the wicked fiends fulfd 
The wizard’s charge, the gloon*y forest lowered 
In sight, — they tremble, and their blood runs ehiil ; 

Yet onward they proceed, concealing ill 
Their vile dismay beneath a lively face ; 

In sinuous windings they descend the hill, 

And have so far sidvanccd, that little space 
Separates their footsteps now- from off the’ encliaiitcd place. 

XXX. 

Sudden a sound comes from the wood, as when 
Earth yawns, towers tremble, stedfast mountains quake, 
South winds repine in Autumn’s yellow glen, 

And muTinuTlng billows on the shingles break ; 

The lion’s roar, the hissings of the snake, 

The night'wolf’s howls are heard, the bear’s low moans; 
Trumpets and thunders, whisperings that awake 
Hideous alarms, and melancholy groans — 

All SIK^ in that one sound, though under various touca. 
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XXII. 

' TiiG checks of all grew pale as death ; their fear 
I A thousand guilty signs declared too plain ; 

Nor discipline could nerve, nor reason cheer, — 

They neither could advance, nor durst remain : 

Weak were their eftbrts, their protection vain 
Against the secret influence that confused 
Thoir pride, their courage, and their self-disdain ; 

' At length they lied; their boldest, introduced 
Godfrey’s presence, spoke, and thus their flight excused 

XXTIl. 

' Signior ! not one of us can longer vaunt 
The i)Owor or will those guarded woods to fell ; 
iSpirits, I swear, possess each moving plant ; 

ThiiiHj grisly Pluto has transferred all hell. 

The heart that fearless ventures where they dwell, 

Must be of diamond, diamond to tlw) core ; 

But none save madmen, scornful of the spell 
Tluit guards the entrance, wouhl tlie depths explore, 

50 loud the savage grove rebellows to th(*ir roar." 

XMV. 

Thus went his tale. Among the curious crowd 
That gathered roiiiul, l)y chance Alcasto stood, 

Who both at d(iath and danger laughed aloud, 

Hash, stu|)id, stern, and obstin<ito of mood ; 

Not the wild lion roaring o'er his brood, 

Nor aught that seems tremendous to mankind, 

Ghost, dragon, murderer, wizard of the wood. 

Lightning, nor earthquake could appal his mind, 

Nor aught that haunts the flood, or walks the roaring wiej. 

XXV. 

He tossed his haughty head, and smiling cried ; 

“ Thither whence this man shrinks let me repair ; 

I will invade the peopled wood with pride, 

Despite its hollow sounds and shapes of air; 

No grinning goblin shall my spirit scare, 

Nor roar of boughs around, nor scream o’erhead 
Of savage birds ; most freely mil I dare 
Its frigMful glooms and tangled paths to tread. 

Though through the throat of hell descending to the dwL* 
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XXVI. 

He waved his armed hand, and with a proud 
Contempt stalked off ; the wood was soon in view \ 

Soon the straDj^e roar was heard rebellowinj;: Icud, 

The timbrels rang, tlie dreary trumpets blew : 

Yet not a step the* audacious man withdrew; 

Secure and scornfiU as at first, he sought 
An open glade of pine and spreading yew ; 

■ The charmed soil he trod, — when, swift as thought, 
Upspraug a guardian fire, and with the* intruder fought. 

XXVII. 

Wide and aloft the smoking fires extend, 

And, in the form of high embattled walls, 

Gird the green wood and from his blade defend, 

That not the slenderest branch or sapling falls ; 

Tlie loftier flames roll into gorgeous halls 

Fantastjeally towered; and fortified 

With warlike engines darting sulphurous balls, 

To guard this new Gehenna; whilst, more wide, % 
Rocks climbed the clouds, with gold and burnh}g eriinson dyed 

XXVJII. 

Oh, what strange monsters, armed, in guard appear 
On the tall hattlements ! a hideous row' ! 

Glare with their Gorgon eyes, ami frequent rear 
Their clashing arms, with many a menaced blow ! 

At lengtli he fled ; and though his ilighfc was slow 
As the grim lion's when in distant chase 
Held by the biintor. still he fled the foe ; 

Sad fear — till then a thing unknown, found place 
Within his boisterous lieart, ami paled his daring face. 

XXIX. 

Nor was he conscious that he fled e'en yet ; 

But when to distance he had gone, disdain — 

A wild amazement, anguishing regret, 

And deep repentance stung lus fretful brain : 

Crimsoning *twixt shame and grief, ho passed tlie plain ; 
Turned from the crowd his devious stops aside : 

And, stealing to bis tent, essayed in vain 
From human eyes his downcast face to hide — 

That face, so late the scat of ;ul-despising pride. 
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XXX. 

To Godfrey called, he lingers, makes delaysu 
And tries to shun the summons, all he can ; 

Forced, lie at length arrives, but nothing says, 

Or wildly babbles like a sleeping man : 

Well ill liis faltering speech, and face now wan, 

Now flushed with shame unusual, Godfrey saw 
, Flig^ht and defeat ; and “ How,'* he thus began, 

“Is' this ? or is it witchcraft strikes this awe, 

Nature's high portents, transcending Nature's law f 

XXXI. 

“ But if there yet be one whose noble breast 
To pierce the grove with brave ambition beats, 

Free let him try the' ad venture, .and at least 
Bring news more certain from its dark retreats.” 

Thus spake tlie Duke : and tlirico those savage seats 
Were tried, successive days, at lus (fesiro, 

By chie/s most famed for high romantic feats; 

Ycit forced, yet fain was each one to retire, 

•cared by the sounds, the sights, the monsters, and the fire. 
XXXII. 

This chanced whilst Tancred paid the hist sad rite 
To his loveil lady : weak ho was, and pale; 

His eyes still sickened at the cheerful light. 

His steps wore feeble, and his members frail ; 

III could he bear the weight of helm or mail ; 

Yet now, since all his wished assistance claim. 

Nor toil deters him, nor can danger quail ; 

Warm to his heart froah life with COUragC CamCj 
New strung his sinewy joints, and fortified liis frame. 

xxxin. 

He, silent, calm, eolleetiug all his soul. 

Fearless, yet heedful, sought the forest vast ; 

And the drear aspect of the wood, the roll 
Of thunder, clouds, the earthquake and the blast, 

Firmly sustained, amazed, but not aghast ; — 

His heart a little moment beat more high, 

But sank as soon ; and forward still he passed : 

When, sudden, in the sylvan region nigh. 

The fiery city rose, whose turrets touched the sky. 


V 
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XXXIV, 

Back stept the Prince, and made a moment's pause. 

Inly debating : “ What will ai*nia serve hero ? 

In the devouring flames and monsters' jaws 
Shall I leaj) hoadlong then ? yet wherefore fear ! 

Ne'er will the brave man count his life too dear, 

When public good the sacrifice demands ; j 

But neither w’ill he draw too rashly near 
The scene wlierc Iluin with a hundred hands 
Deals death ; and surely such, is this which here expands. 

xxvv. 

“ Yet, if I fly, whiit will our armies aay ? 

What other forest can they h<»po to fell ? 

Will (xodfrey cruse tlic' adventure to essay ? 

And shall anotlier break thr/ uidioly s[)ell 2 
This fire, although (he simile of liell, 

May be iu fact less fiereo, by fiends prepared 
To daunt, not liarin; — whichever wav, ’tis 'well; 

Let the worst conn* !” this said, uitli hladc unbared, 

He tlivough the' evujitioii leajied, — oh, risk divinely dared! 

XV XVI. 

Ho felt no raging heat, no fervr‘nt glovy’, 

His arms umlimmorl, niiscorehod his naked face ; 

]r real fiame, or glittiTiiig fairy show, 
lie knew not rightly in so sliort a space; 

For, soon as touched, the visionarv hlazo — 

Turrets, domes, towers, and apjiari lions drear, 

Melted in mist, blue mist, tliat in their place 
Brought glooms and clouds ; the wind ami tempest near 
Hailed, thundered, howled — disperacil, and heaven again shoi 
clear. 

XXXV IT. 

Amazed, but still intrepid, Tancrod stood ; 

And, 'when the echoing storm at distance died, 

Trod with slow steps secure the' unhallowed wood, 

And all its hoary scenes and secrets eyed ; 

No farther signs or prodigies he spied ; 

Nor elf before, nor goblin glared behind ; 

Nought gave prevention, access nought denied. 

Save the grey trees, that, thickly intertwined. 

His steps entangled oft, and oft his sight confin^. 
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xxxvm. 

He reached at length a fair and spacious plot. 

Shaped like a circus ; in whose centre, waved 
One single tree — a cypress, that upshot 
Like a green pyramid to heaven, and braved 
The winds with beauty ; sweetest flowerets paved 
The mossy floor : the prospect he perused, 

Advanced, and saw, on the smooth rind engraved. 
Symbols like those mysterious Egypt used, 

[iOng icre her graphic art young Greece had introduced* 
XXXIX. 

Mic these dark types some Syriac words appeared, 

A t rngue to him familiar, — thus they ran : 

Of thou, who in these aisles oi* deatii hast dared 
To /place thy glorying foot, auifacioiis man ! 

Al^! if tlioii be not under pity’s ban, 

Cuiiel as bold, disquiet not, nor treTid 
This secret scat ; but, if thy spirit can, 

Pardon the hapless souls to darkness wed ; 

Wluy shouldst thOu come to tight — the living with the dead I" 

XL. 

Thus spake the’ inscription : whilst in pensive mood 

! Ele sought their mystic sense, he heard behind, 

\ Amidst the leaves of the cuehaiitod wood 
And weeping boughs above, the serious wind 
Frame a low melanclioly dirge, that pined 
Eadly harmonious, sounding in his ear 
, Like human sighs ; a sound, that in his mind 
Instilled I know not wlmt confusedly dear 
Of pity, pain divine, sweet grief, and sweeter fear. 

\ XLI. 

. He drew his sword at length, and with Ml force 
Struck the tall tree ; oh, wonderful I the wound, 

Af^As bursts a fountain from its sylvan source, 

Olp-ushcd forth with blood, and crimsoned all the ground, 
ihill horror seized the knight ; yet, fixed to sound 
^ ,e mystery to its‘ depth, and desperate grown, 
in he struck ; when, hollow and profound, 
from a vaulted grave, in piteous tone, 
luring he heard within a spirit deeply moan. 
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XLII. 

Too miioh already, Tancred, has thy blade 
Wronged me the sad voice feebly made exclaim; 

“ My late so happy home didst thou invade, 

And rudely drive ray spirit Irom the frame, 

III and thrf)Ugh 'wliieh it lived : why wilt tliou maim 
Still the poor trunk to wliich iny doom unblest 
Binds me ? can wrath so far the heart inflame, 

Cruel ! that in tlioir shrouds thou must molest 
Thy foes, when Death has sealed, and reverences their i|est i 

XLIII. 

“ T wa^ Clorinda : nor does her sad sprite 

Alone in heart of oak or cypress dwell; 

B»t every other Frank ov Pagan knight, 

T'hat before Salem in proud battle fell, 

Ts liere by magic’s most mysterious spell 
Immanaclcd, 1 know not if to say 
In vital body, or funereal coll ; 

With sense the trunks, with life the branches play ; 

And thou a murderer art, if thou one sapling slay.” 

XLIV. 

As a sick man, that in his sloop perceives 
Some fiery dragon or chiim*i si grim ; 

Though he suspects, or lirnily e'en believes 
That the whole sliow is but a feverish dream, 

Yet strives to fly, with many a shriek and scream, 

Such fright the dire and horrid semblance breeds ! 

So, though the* enamoured knight cannot but deem 
False the sad voice that for his pity pleads, 

He yet the’ illusion fears ; and trembles, and recedes. 

XLV. 

At once pain, pity, love, fear, grief, surprise, 

Rush o’er his heart ; half frenzied and unmanned, 

Cold on his brow the dew of horror lies, 

And the sword falls from his relaxing hand ; 

He sees in thought his murdered lady stand 
Weeping, imploring him with groans to spare ^ 

Her suffering tree, and sheathe his dreadful brand ; 

Nor can his harrowed fancy longer bear 
To view her gushing blood, and hear her piteous prayei 
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XLVI. 

Thus he on whose brave heart no blind alarm 
Of danger or of death could e'er intrude, 

Powerless and soft alone at Love s dce[) charm, 

A spirit false did with vain plaints delude : 

Meanwhile a whirlwind, roaring from tlie wood, 

Ga.ught up his sword, and bore it out of kon 
Through the dark grove ; the warrior, thus subdued, 

At length retired ; and from the bosky glen 
ssuing, his falchion found, ami gladly grasped again. 

XLVIT. 

Yet durst he not return, to pierce anew 
Of these mysterious bowers the shadowy screen, 

But as to Godfrey’s presence near he drew, 

Called back liis spirits, and composed liis mien ; 

Then thus addressed liim : “ Listen ! I liave seen 
Things passing all belief ; things wliieli to yon 
Will sound like fables ! of the forest green 
I’he tales you have been told — the dreary view, 

And loud appalling sounds, in every point are true. 

XL VIII. 

‘ First rose a wondrous lire, self^kindlcd, biiglit, • 

Bose ill an instant, builtliug high and wide 
Towers, whereon, armed and shielded for the tight, 

Wliole hosts of monsters all access denieil : 

Yet these I passed, unharmed, uiiterrified 
Or by the brandished bliides, or voJuuied train 
Of the tierce liames, — they vanished, when defied : 

Night fell, winds roared, ruin dasiied; but straight agaiv 
Day smiled, the winds were hushed, and sunshine chased tli>a 
rain. 

XLIX. 

“ Yet more ! with feeling, life, and speech endued, 

A human spirit in each tree is shrined ; 

I hoard one feebly wailing in the wood, 

That wild, sad voice, still, still it haunts my mind : 

Whilst, as though actual flesh the members lined 
Of every hoary trunk and sapling spray, 

Blood at each stroke ran trickling from tho rind ; 

I own myself subdued, nor dare essay 
Again the bark to strip, or rend one branch away.'* 
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L. 

Whilst thus he speaks, a tide of tonamj^ thought 
Absorbs the soul of Godfrey , wuat if he 
In his own person the enchantment sought, 

And with his sceptre tnaile those demons flee, 

Which, as he judged, by power of sorcery 
Possessed the forest ! or sliould he provide 
Elsewhere his timbers, which perchance might be. 

If from a distance, with more case supplied ? 

Him from tliis trance of thought the Hermit roused, and cried] 

LI. 

“Forego thy daring fam*}’ : other hands 
Must from yon forc'st cut the charmed trees ; 

Lo, on the far, the solitary sands 

Grates the doomed hark, and gathers from the breeze 

1 ler golden sails ! from loose inglorious ease, 

Love s siren chains, arid y.oneless Beauty's bribes, 

Tlic' expected Knight his captive spirit frees; 

And soon will come the time which Heaven prescribes 
For Sion's destined fall, despite lier guardian'lribes !” 

Lll. 

He »^ake witli voice scraphie; whilst his face 
Shonf3 with a light {ip])roaching to divine : 

Godfrey to his prophetic words gave place, 

And turned his tlioughts, which never lie supine, 

To other projects ; but the radiant sign 
Of Cancer now receives the sun, which foils 
His schemes, and traverses each wise design ; 

Heat, unn'initted heat the clime embroils, 

And wearying, quite unfits his host for martid toils. 

Llll. 

The' Elysian Pleiads quench their friendly lamps; 

In heaven's blue sphere swart picanets tyrannise ; 

Whence streams an influence, that informs, and stampi 
On air the’ impression of their baleful dies ; 

More and more sultry grow the noxious skies ; 

Yet wide and wider sickness sheds its seeds ; 

More mortal heats descend, and vapours rise ; 

To torturing day more torturing night succeeds ; 

And still the next, and next, superior mischief bre^s. 
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LIV. 

The glimmering Siin ne*er issues from the deep, 

But roseate mists his angry face enclose ; 

Ne'er sets, but tears of Wood his eye-balls weep. — 

Tears, of a tincture that too well foreshews 
A melancholy morrow doomed to close 
With the like drops, sweat from his sanguine veins ; 
Threatening to rise more fierce than last ho rose, 

And sharpening thus the sufferings each sustains, 

Tith long foretasted griefs, and dread of future pains. 

LV. 

Then wlien at noon he darts liis radiance down. 

In compiiss far as mortal eye surveys, 

Tlie fair flowers languish, tlic green turf turns brown, 

The leaves fiill yellow from th<?ir sapless sprays ; 

Earth gapes in chinks ; the’ exhausted fountain plays 
No more its music ; shrunk the streams and lakes, 

He subjects all things to his ardent rays ; 

The barren cloud, in air expanded, takes 
oemblancc of sheeted fire, and parts in scarlet flakes* 

LVI. 

Heaven seems a sable furnace : not a thing 
Speaks freshnt^ss to the sight ; the frolicsome 
Sweet Zopliyr, silent, waving not a wing, 

His grotto keeps ; inellilluous air is dumb. 

Not a bird’s fluttering, not an insect’s hum 
Breaks tlio still void ; or on its sultry gloom 
If winds intrude, ’t is only such as como 
From the hot sands, Sirocco or Simoom, 

Which, blown in stifling gusts, the springs of life consume. 

LVII. 

Nor brings the Night more comfort: on her shade 
The glowing Sun his radiant impress leaves ; 

With comets, lightnings, and the golden braid 
Of other kindling fires her veil she weaves; 

Thee too, sad Earth, the niggard Moon licroaves 
Of her delightful dew-drops ! not as erst 
In amorous song her Druid minstrel grieves ; 

And all the wild-wood belk and blossoms thirst 
For the moist juice which late their fragrant spirits nurseiL 
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LVIH. 

Through these unquiet nights, sweet Sleep, exiled^ 

Fled from tlie languid lids of weeping men ; 

Nor would by amorous courtship be beguiled, 

Or flattering words, to spread his wings again : 

But yet their worst of evils was the pain, 

The rage of thirst ; Judea’s impious king 
With secret herbs, and drugs of deadlier grain 
Than 8tyx or sable Acheron coidd wring 
From their malignant waves, had poisoned every spring. 

LIX. 

And Siloa’s brook, that, gliding clear and swift, 

Gave allhumt l)overagt‘ to tlic JbVaiiks bt‘tbrC 5 
Has now no fresliening virtue in its gift, 

Scarce with warm waves o'erspreads its sandy floor. 

Not the broad Po in May, when amplest pour 
llis floods, nor Ganges, which the Indian deems 
A God, nor seven- mouthed Nile, when floating o’er 
Green Egypt’s boundlo.ss plains with even streams. 

To their inflamed desires ac all superfluous sec.ns. 

LX. 

If any e'er ’twixt shady woods had seen 
Cool glassy lakes in luiuid silver sleep, 

Quick fountains, bubbling up from uiosses green, 

Slide down smooth hills, brooks (|uerulously creep 
O’er lustrous stones, or Alpine torrents lea|> 

Iloariiig from heaven, he tliciu o’er and o’er 

To his enamoured wisli, swec't, icy, deep, 

And, tasting tliom in fancy, tortures more 
A heart already fire<l, lormenteil to its core. 

LXI. 

Warriors robust, w hose frames of sturdiest mould 
Not the long march through asporous regions rude, 

Nor iron mails that aye their limbs enfold, 

Nor weapons thirsting for their death, subdued, — 

Tamed by the sultry heat, with sweat embrued, 

Lie both a burden to themselves, and prey ; 

Faint, weak, dissolved in idlest lassitude, 

A secret fire lives in their veins, whose ray 
Eats by degrees their flesh, and melts their bones away. 
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Lxn. 

Sickens the late fierce steed ; untasted, loathed, 

Stands his once relished, once saluted coni ; 

The dancing mane and neck with thunder clothed. 

But Late superbly in the battle borne, 

Droops to the ground ; the pride of laurels worn 
No more dilates his nostrils, swells his veins ; 

Glory his hatred, victory seems his scorn ; 

His rich caj)arisons, embroidered reins, 

[And sumptuous trophies, all — as baubles he disdains. 

LXIII. 

Sickens the fahhfiil dog, and for bis lord 
And once beloved abode no longer cares ; 

Gouchant he lies, by inward furies gnawed. 

And, seorclu'd, ga]K‘s momently for lighter airs; 

But respiration, tlujiigh it oft repairs 
Nature’s disorders, and corrects thV lire 
In feverish bosoms, charmed from healing, bears 
Not now the cool iX'freshmcnt they rt'quire ; 

So hot and stillftig blow the breezes they inspire. 

LXIV. 

Thus languishes the earth ; in this estate 
The wretched troops lie sickening in tlieir tents ; 

And, desperate grown of victory, meditarc 
What deadlier ills must crown those dire events : 

On every side tlie spacious camp presents 
Some (h'eadful scene ; on every side the noise 
Is heard of nnninurs, weepings, and laments : 

“ What more liopes Godfrey cry tliey with one voice ; 

“ W aits he till hasting death the total camp destroys ? 

LXV. 

“ Ah ! with what forces docs he hope to be 

Lord of those towers ? whence now his rams and lines 

(Jan ho expect ? docs ho alone not see 

Heaven's wrath revealetl against our rash designs t 

By thousand prodigies and thousand signs 

To us its ativerse spirit stands uisplsiyed ; 

Whilst on our heads the sun so hotly shines, 

That not the Indian, or the Ethiop laid 
On burning sands, mot-e needs refreshment, showers, and shades 
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LXVI. 

“ Thinks he it then a thing of no concern, 

That we, a worthless and neglected train, 

Vile, useless niyrniidons, to <lcath should burn. 

That he his kingly seo;:i‘e may maintain? 

And seems it then so groat a bliss to reign, 

That man should guard it at a price so high ? 

That ho should sock his empire to rct.ain 
With soul so greedy, when, before liis eye, 

Of his own subjects thus such numbers faint or die ? 

LXVIl. 

“ Mark the said ]nous Prince, his insight deep, 

Humane to aid, i»rophetic to purvey 1 
Our good he fpiitcj forgets, so he can keep 
llis hurtful honour and vain-glorioiis sway : 

He sees both streams and Ibnntains wash? away 
From iis, yet for himself cool waters sweet 
Brings from far Jonlau; and at banquets gay, 

With a few Magnates, shaded from tln> ht‘at, 

Mingles the fresh clear wave with costly wines'»froni Orote ! 

LXVllI. 

Thus the Franks murmured ; but the Grecian guide, 

Long weary of the war, ahaul repined: 

And why shouhl 1 or my brave tniops,” he (;ried, 

‘^Stay to bo stilled by the seorrhing wind? 

If Godfrey will be so insanely blind, 

Let him and his obsequious people look 
To the result ! are we to be combined 
In their destruction ?” — no farewell ho took ; 

But in the silent night, silent the camp forsook, 

LXIX. 

This base desertion with the morning star 
Was clearly seen, and wide the' infection spread ; 

Those who the pastoral voice of Adcmar 
Lately obeyed, the troops Clotharius led, 

And other chiefs now numbered with the dcfid^ 

Freed from their oaths of duty by the Power 
That of all human ties dissolves the thread, 

Already treat of flight; and some, the flower 
Taereof^ at once depart, at midnight s shadowy hour. 
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LXX. 

This Godfrey saw, and had been swift to take 
Judgment's just dues, but such his soul abhorred ; 

And, full of living faith, faith which can make 
Hills move, and floods stand steadfast, he implored 
In deep devotion earth's almighty Lord, 

That he his ancient mercies would reveal. 

And shed the fountains of his grace abroad ; 

His hands he clasped, and, full of sacred zeal, 
hus, with eyes raised to Heaven, to Heaven he made appeaL 

LXXI. 

** Father and Lord ; if in a thirsty land 
Thou on thy hosts e’er rained ambrosial dew, 

E'er with thy power endued a mortal hand. 

To smite the flinty rocks, till, cleft in tw^o, 

They gushed with living streams, oh now renew 
On these the like sure mercies ! aiM if we 
Seem less deserving in thy holy view, 

Thy grace that want supply ! that all may see 
I They are thy warriors still, and called, 0 Lord, by thee !” 

LXXII. 

Those prayers sincere, derived from a desire 
Upriglit and humble, were not slow, but light 
And swift as winged turtles, to the Sire 
Of men and seraphs took their instant fliglit: 

The' Eternal heard, and from his holy height, 

On his faint hosts, as o'er his suffering child 
A sympathising parent, cast his sight. 

In looks whore pity beamed, where mercy smiled, 

Ajid thus in gracious words, benevolent and mild : 

Lxxm. 

Till now these dear and faithful hosts of mine 
Have suffered peril, pain, fatigue, and woe 
'Gainst them, with arms and secret arts malign, 

The world around and powers of hell below 
Have both conspired to work their overthrow ; 

Now a new series of events shall run ; 

Smooth to the end shall their adventure flow : 

Let rains descend, return Bertoldo's son, 

And Egypt's hosts arrive, to grace his laurels won!* ^ 
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LXXIV. 

He bowed his head : the heavens with all their hosts, 

The fixed, the wandering stars in their bright stations, 
Shook at the sign ; shook hills, and seas, and coasts, 

And Orcus trembled to its deep foundations. 

Instant from north to cast swift coruscations 
Fliishcd tlirough the skies, and with a golden sound 
Rolled tlio clear thunder; with glad shouts the nations 
Hail the bright shining, hail the roll profound. 

And wonder, hope, and joy in every lieart abound. 

LXXV. 

Lo ! S!iddcn cloiid.s, not thoMO exhaled from cartll 
Jiy the sun’s rays, but from the heavens — that rend. 

And all their secret springs unlock, take birtii, 

Collect, combine, and fast to earth descend ; 

The glooms of night, ere noon Is at an end, 
iSurprise the day ; and, spreading quickly o’er 
The' encompassed world, all things in shadow blend ; 

Then swell the winds, the rains impetuous pour, 

And, o’er thoir banks escaped, the brooks and fountains roar. 

LXXVI. 

As in the burning h(‘ats of summer, when 
At length the long-wishwl rains of heaven descend, 

A flight of babbling wild-ducks in tlic fen, 

With hoarse glad cries the coming shower attend ; 

Spread their dry wings to the cool moisture, bend 
Their grey nocks back to wee the thirsty bill, 

And proyne their jdiunes, and as the waters Idend 
Into a pool, hoarse-chattering, clamouring still, 

Rush, duck, and tlouiicv, and dive, and quaff the waves %i 
will ; — 

LXXVII. 

So they with gla<l huzzas tlic showers salute, 

Which Heaven, in answer to their Chief’s request, 

Pours down in bounty ; not a voice is mute ; 

This one his tresses, that one soaks his vest : 

From glasses some, some from their helms with zest 
Quench tlieir deep thirst ; in the fresh wave profuse 
Some lave their faces, some their brows ; the rest, 

More prudent, vases, urns, and ewers produce, 

And the mellifluous streams store up for future use. 
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LXXVIII. 

Nor is the drooping spirit of mankind 
Alone rejoiced and eased of all its pains ; 

But Earth, of late afflicted, scorched, and pined, 

A like refreshment and repose obtains : 

Her cliinks by virtue of the falling rains 
Are closed, renewed her vegetative |)Owers; 

And the rich moisture through her inmost veins 
Ileceived, she ministers in jdenteoiis showers, 

To her reviving shrubs, and freshly-smelling flowers, 

LXXIX. 

Asa sick maid, when s]>riglitly balms a])poas^> 

The fever, late that sc?or(ihed l^er life away, 

Now tliseucumberod of the loi\g disease 
That made her beauty its rc]>ast and ])rcv, 
Strengthens, revives, and nourishes as gay 
As when her cheek with brightostVoses bloomed, — 
So Earth, forgetful ol' her late decay, 

T)\e griets aiul ills that had her strength consumed. 
Joyful her flow'^ry crowns and garlamls green resumed, 

LXXX. 

The rains are o’er, the sun returning glows, 

But with a sweet, l)enign, and temj)erate ray. 

Yet full of virtual pow<;r, as at the close 
Of showery April or the birth of May. 

0 Faith divine ! the Good and Just who pray 
In thy devoted strength, can dis.si|)ate 
Infectious airs, malignant lieats allay, 

The series of the seasons change, abato 
The rage of angry stars, and vanquish Time and Fate! 
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Godfkrt, In vision rapt to Paradise, 

Is warned of God to call back to tlie host 
Tlie good Uinaldo, wherefore ho replies, 

'When his rccal the Princes havi' proposed, 

With favour; Peter, whom the Holy (ihost 
Had previously Instructed, now prepares 
To send two knights where on the nigh sea-coast 
A courteous wizard lives, who first declares 
To them Armide's deceits, then how to scape her Bnai-cii 


Now from the fresh soft lap and twilight bower 
Of her still mother flew the gentle Queen 
Of Shade, with light airs compassed, and a shower 
Of starlight dews, pure, precious, and serene : 

And, shaking o’er the universal scene 
The humid Wder of her veil, impcarled 
With honey-balm the flowers and forests green; 

Whilst the sweet zephyrs their still wings unfurled, 

And fanned to dulcet sleep and peace the overwearied world. 
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II. 

Eacli busy thought of rude disturbing day 
In sweet oblivious quietude was drowned ; 

But He, whose wisdom heaven and earth doth sway 
Yet kept his ruling watch, insphered and crowned 
With ceaseless light; and from heaven’s starry round 
Casting on Godfrey the ecstatic beam 
Of his mild eye, to him in sleep profound, 

By silent precept of a missioned dream, 

)f his Almighty Mind revealed the will supreme. 

III. 

In the rich Orient, near the valves of gold 
Whence the sun sallies, turns a crystalline 
Clear gate, wiiosc doors in liai;inony unfold. 

Ere pale the planets and the day-bearns shine : 

’T is thence the glorious dreams wliich the Divine 
In grace to jjure and holy spirits sVnds, 

Issuing fly fortli ; from that pictorial shrine 
This dream to ])ious Godfrey now descends, 

And o’er his placid face its raciiant wings extends. 

IV. 

Nor dream nor gifted vision e’er j)ortrayc(l 
Such beautiful or lively forms, us here 
To Godfrey’s fancy this, wliich now displayed 
Of heaven and ot‘ its stars the secrets clear ; 

An in tlie niiiTor of a glassy sphere, 

All Avjis at once presented to his sight 
That in them is ; he seemed, in swift career, 

Caught lip to an expanse of perfect white, 

Adorned w'ith tliousaiid lianies that gave a golden light. 

V. 

Here, as tlie moving spheres, the vast blue sky, 

The lights, and the rich music he admires, 

Lo, to his side a Avinged kniglit draws nigh, 

With sunbeams crowned, and circumfused Avith fires ! 
And in a voice to which the clearest choirs 
And perfect marriage of sweet sounds below 
Breathed out from beauteous lips or golden wires,* 
Would be but discord, said : Canst thou bestow 
N? saiUe, or dos^ thou not thy once loved Hugo know 
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VI. 

To which the Dhke replied : “ That aspect new, 

Which like the pjlowing sun so brightly shines, 

Has dazzled so mine intellectual view 
Tliat it can ill recal its ancient linos 
And saying this, to greet him he inclines; 

Thrice wdth a Ibnd atFectionate embrace 
Around his neck his loving arms he twines; 

And thrice the* encircled ibrm and radiant face 
Fly like a siuniiicr cloud, or shade the sunbeams chase. 

VII. 

IVince. lingo smiled ; “ And think not, as of old," 

He said, “ that earthly robes my limbs invest; 

My naked spirit here dost thou behold, 

A simple sliajio ; I dwell, a glorious guest, 

In this the* illinnined^('‘ity of the Blest: 

This is the temple of our God, the' abode 

Of his true knights ; and here thou too shall rest:” 

“ Ah, >vh(*n ?” lie cried ; ‘‘ if aught in me this mode 
Of bliss obstnud, loose now, O loose the* eneunibcring load ! 

VITI. 

Soon !” replied Hugo ; soon in glory thou 
Shalt gathered be to our triumphant band ; 

But many a laurel lirst must grace thy brow, 

Mueb blood be shed by tby victorious hand ; 

The Fagan armies yet thou must withstand, 

And from their grasp by many a toilsome deed 
Wresting the sceptre of the Holy Land, 

Fix the Frank em]>iic ; then it is decreed, 

That to thy gentle rule thy brother sliall succcetl. 

IX. 

“ But now look round more fixedly ; behold — 

To quicken for the skies thy pure desires. 

These lucid halls and starry orbs of gold. 

Which, whirling round, the' Eternal Mind inspires ! 
Observe the beauty of those siren choirs 
Of seraphs ; hear the’ angelical sweet strains, 

In concord sung to their celestial lyres ; 

Next view,” he said, and pointed to the plains 
Of earth, below, “ what yon terrestrial globe contains. 
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X. 

Think of your earthly titles and designs ; 

With what a vile reward is virtue crowned ! 

Mark what a little ring your pride confines, 

What naked deserts your vain glories bound ! 

Earth like an island the blue sea flows round, 

Now, called the Mighty Deep from coast to coast, 
Now, the vast Ocean ; to that pompous sound 
Nought corresponds, to authorise such a boast — 

^ is but a shallow pool, a narrow marsh at most/' 

^ XT. 

* The Spirit said : and he his sight let fall 
On earth, and smiled with a serene disdain ; 

Shrunk to a point, seas, streams^ and mountains tall 
lie sees, remote, but liere distinguished ])lain ; 

And much he wondered that weak man should strain 
At shades and tnists that swim befofa his eyes, 

And chase those radiant bubbles of the brain — 
Capricious Eame, and Power, tliat, followed, flies, 
or heed the’ inviting voice that calls him to the skies. 

XII. 

Wherefore he answered : ‘‘ Since not yet thy Qcni 
Is pleased to call me from this cage of clay, 

Which path of life is safest to be trod 

Mid Earth’s erroneous windings, deign to say." 

Hugo replied : “ The least fallacious way 
To happiness, indeed the’ alone sure truck, 

Is that thou walkest ; turn not then astray ; 

Alone 1 would advise thee, be not slack 
Prom his far exile now to call Rhialdo back. 

XIII. 

For, as by Providence divine to thee 
The golden sceptre, the supremo com man J 
Of that adventure is consigned, so lie 
As sovereign agent of thy schemes, must stand 
Assistant to the task : the first and grand 
Office is thine ; the second the Most High 
Concedes to him ; he is the army’s liand, 

And thou the head, — none other can supply 
Cis pkice, not e’en thyself, thy state docs this deny. 
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XIV. 

“ He, he alone lias license to cut down 
Tlie forest guanlod by such magic art ; 

From him tliy trooiis, despairing of the town 
From the deserters they have s(3cii depart, 

On flight tliemsolvcs deliating, shall take heart, 

And, iiervorl Avith liT(*lier stivngtli by the more sigiit 
Of one so valiant, Irosh for (‘onquest start ; 

The bulwarks ho shall shatter, scale th(‘ir lieight, 

And the vast Memphian Jiosts o erpower in mortal fight.'* 

XV. 

Ho coasod, ami OodlVey answered; “ His return 
Would be most grateful to my toolings ; thou, 

Who ovorv secret iiurjioso dost discern, 

Know’st if I love him, as*! here avow : 

But say, what oilers must I make liim ? how 
Soothe his vext sj)irii? ? where my lieralds send ? 

Wilt thou tliat 1 for his reeal allow 

Courtship, or comnmnd? declare, blest friend, 

How 1 to make this suit may fitly eondcsceml.” 

XVI. 

“ God” — in reply the' angelic spirit saidj 
Who Avith such high regar<ls thy rank has graced, 

Wills, that to thee all reverence yet be paid 
By those who under tliy command are placed ; 

ShcAv thou not then facility nor haste ; 

Make no ro(|uost ; for, haply, this would lead 
To scorn, and tlius thy dignity, dol)aseil, 

Might fall into contejnpt; but asked, concede 
knd yield, when first thy kniglits shall for forgiveness plead 

XVII. 

Guelph shall petition thee (by God inspired) 

To' absolve the headstrong youth of that offence 
To Avliich intemiierate Avrath his spirit fired, 

That ho to honour may i-eturn ; dispense 
Thy grace ; and though in loosest indolence 
And love intoxicate, ho riOAv reclines 
On a far foreign shore, doubt not but thence 
He Avill return, ere many a morning shines, 

Apt for thy pressing needs and difficult designs. 
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XVIII. 

, “ Your Hermit Peter, to whose piercing sight 
Heaven of its secrets gives perception clear, 

Shall thy sent messengers direct aright, 

Where certain tidings they of him shall hear ; 

The sage to whose abode their ship must steer, 

Will shew the arts and methods they must use 
To free, and home conduct the wandering peer ; 

Thus Heaven at length shall, partial to thy views, 

■jsnoath the sacred Cross each errant chief reduce. 

XIX. 

Farewell! yet ere I end, hear one brief thing, 

Which will, I know, delight thy noble mind ; 

Your blood shall mix, and from that union spring 
A glorious issue, dear to all maifkind 1”^ 

He said ; and like a cloud before the wind, 

Or azure mist iijmn the nioiintain's west 
By the hot shining of the sun relined, 

V«anished away ; sloop lle<l, and loft his breast 
fitli W’ondor and deep joy confusedly possessed. 

XX. 

His eyes ho opo.S and sees the Orient blaze 
With the high-risen Aurora; from repose 
He starts, in iron rubes his limbs arrays, 

And o'er bis back the purple mantle throws 
Then takes his seat ; for, soon as morning glows. 

To his pavilion throng the knights of state. 

In customary council to expose 
Their sentiments, and of the Avar debate ; 

Thither they all were met, and round in silence sate. 

xxr. 

Then Guolpli arose, full ot the Jiew design 
Which had his mind inspired, and drawing near, 

To Godfrey thus made suit; “ O, Prince benign, 

What I propose receive Avith favouring ear ! 

I come to ask, with all thy ifobles here, 

Grace for a crime, and, if it must be said, 

A crime yet recent ; whence it may a])pear, 

Perchance, that my request is hasty made, 

In an untimely hour, cre yet maturely weighed. 

* Tasso in these verses mahes allusion to the marriage of Francis of Lor- 
raine* Duke of Guise, with A.aiio of ISito, 

v2 
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XXII. 

But when I think that to a Prince so mild 
My suit is proffered, and for whose brave sake^ 

That/ too, the intercessor is not vilde 
Nor mean of rank, I cannot choose but take 
The prayer for granted, which wdll surely make 
All happy, and obtain deserved applause ; 

Kccal liinaldo ! I my honour stake 

That he his Wood will, in the coiimion cause, 

Shed to redeem his fault, and satisfy the laws. 

XXIII. 

W])at daring liand but his those haunted bowersy 
So feared, shall e’er successfully assail ? 

Who, of a tirnier heart, more vigorous powers, 

May liope the risks of death to countervail ? 

Thou shalt behold him o'er yon towers prevail, 

Shatter the wall, bca6 down the brazen door. 

And singly, before all, the rampart scale : 
liestoro him to the camp, kind Sire, restore! 

Its hope, its heart, its hand ! by Jesu 1 implore ! 

xxnr. 

‘‘ To mo a nephew, to thyself r(»store 
Au agent, prompt lor each sublime attack ; 

Leave him not sunk in slumber, I implore, — 

To glory, to himself, invite him back ; 

Let him but follow the trimnpha.l track 
Of thy blest flag, the world sliall witness be 
Of his improvement : ho shall not be slack 
To do illustrious deeds, beholding thee, 

Uanked beneath thy command, fulfilling thy decree!*’ 

XXV. 

Thus sued the high-born Quelpho, and the rest 
With partial murmurs the recpiest improved ; 

Godfrey, as though revolving in Ids breast 
A thing before unthought of, as behoved. 

Paused, and made answer : • Can I but be moved 
To grace and mercy, when you all are bent 
To press me ? your petition stands approved ; 

Let rigour yield — ^wliat you with cno consent 
Desire, shall be my law : I yield, raid am content. 
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XXVI. 

Let the brave youth return, but let him rein 
Henceforth his rage more wisely ; and take heedy 
That the high hopes our armies entertain • 

Of^his maturing years, be matched indeed 
By equal actions ; now, my lord, proceed — 

T is fit the wanderer bo recalled by thee ; 

Beturn he will, T trust, witli willing speed ; 

Choose then the messengers, and o'er the sea 
'r sands direct them where you judge the knight to bo.’* 
XXVII. ‘ 

He ceased, and thus the warrior Dane : “ I pray 
To bo the man coinniissioned ; I shall slight 
All danger, doubt, or distance of the ^vny, 

So I may give this sword to wfioni of right 
It henceforth must belong the Danish knight 
Was resolute of heart, ami brave of hand ; 

The offer thus gave Guclpho mucli delight: 

Thy wish," said he, “ is mine ; and witli thee, bland 
Ubaldo, sage ami sure, th(j mission will doiuand." 

XXVIII. 

Ubald in early lifetime had surveyed 

Much of the Avorld, in various realms had been ; 

From frozen zones to where pijmettos slinde 
The sultry Ethiop, had most nations seen; 

Their rites olxservcd, and with perception keen 
Learned, at whatever port his bark niiglit touch, 

To imitate the language, mode, and mien 
Of the rude native ; thus, his parts were sucli, 

That, in his court retained, Lord Oqelplio loved him muclu 

XXIX. 

These were the knights appointed to rccal 
The noble fugitive ; and Guelph ordained 
That they should shape their journey to the hall 
Where Bohemond in kingly splendour reigned ; 

For that the warrior there was entertained, 

By public fame had through the host been spread. 

And as a certain fact was still maintained : 

The Hermit, knowing they were much misled, 
jkiridit them entered now, ai;»d interposing said;-*— 
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XXX. 

‘‘In following, Signior, the fallacious breath 
Of public rumour, you pursue a guide 
Headstrong and troachefoiis, which, if not to death. 
From the right path will lead your steps aside : 

No ! give your pinnace o'er the sea to glide ; 

To Ascalon’s near shores your sails commend ; 

Where a swift stream rebuts the salt sea-tide, 

A hermit you will meet, my trusty friend. 

Of your intent forewarned — to all his words attend. 

XXXI. 

‘'Much from tlm foresight of his own clear inind| 

Mucli of your voyage has he learned from me ; 

Wise as he is, the Senior yon will find 
As iniieh distingnislied for his courtesy, 

Ilis affable discourse and manners free.” 

Instructed thus, no more did fJharles inquire, 

Nor Ubald more ; but, as a flxt decree. 

Obeyed those accents, which celestial fire 
Was, as they surely knew, accustomed to iiisptre. 

XXXIJ. 

They bid adieu ; impatience spurs them on— 

Without delay they launch, and drive before 
The willing wind direct fur Ascalon, 

Where the blue ocean breaks against the shore : 

Scarce had they caught the lioarsc .and hollow roar 
Of breakers on the coast than they btihcld 
The’ anticipated stream its w aters pour 
Into the sea, by recent torrents swelled, 

And o’er its rocky banks with headlong force impelled. 

XXXIII. 

High o'er its banks the unrestricted flood. 

Swift as a flying shaft, its waters rolled : 

Wliilst in confusion and suspense they stood, 

A Sire appeared, right venerably old, 

Crowned with becch-leaves ; long robes his limbs enfold 
Of wiiitcst grain — he shook a charming rod — 

The surge grew calm ; and, curious to behold, 

With unwet feet, in only sandals shod, 

Ho on the waters walked, and toward the vessel trod. 
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XXXIV. 

As o’er the Bhino 'when winter its bioaJ tide 
Has in smooth chains of solid silver bound, 

The village girls in crowds securely glide, 

With long swift strokes, in many a ])Iayfiil round ; 

So on these oriejit waves, though ncirlier sound 
Nor crystallised to ice, this ancient man 
Walked to the deck on which in awe profound 
The knights stood fixt, stood stiipified to scan 
ij^liis singular, strange sight ; he came, and thus began : 

XXXV. 

“ Oh friends, a perilous and painful quest 
You urge, and much in need of guidance stand ! • 

The knight you seek, far in the golden West 
Lies on a wild, unknown, and Heutile strand ; 

Much, oh how much for you reuiaiiis on liaiid 
To dare and do! what (‘oasts must you not clear, 

What spacious seas, an<l what long tracts of land ! 

Beyond the limits of oiir eastern si)liore, 

You must your search extend, your winged i)innaco steer ! 

XXXVl. 

‘‘ Yet scorn not first to view the hidden c(j11 
Which I iny secret hermitage liavc made : 

Momentous things you there shall h(?ar me tell, 

Most requisite for you to know' ; ” — lie said, 

And made the w'aves yield ]>assago ; they obeyed — 
Murmuring sweet music, they receded swift; 

And, here and there dividing, high o’erhead 
Hung curling, like some proud and beetling clift, 

That o'er the mining deep is seen its brows to lift. 

XXXVIX. 

He took them by the hand and led thorn down 
Tlio river’s depth beneath the roaring main, 

By such pale light, as through some forest brown 
Streams from the yellow' moon, when in her wane ; 

They see the spacious caverns that contain 
The weight of waters which above-ground break 
So freely forth ; that in one lucid vein 
Burst in clear springs, or, more expansive, make 
The broad smooth-sliding stream, slight pool, or sheeted lakes 
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EZXYIII. 

The cisterns there whence Ganges takes his course, 

Fo, and renowned Hydaspes, strike their eye ; 

Don, Euphrates, and Tanais ; nor its source 
Mysterious does the Nile to them deny ; 

More deep, a river flowing brightly by 
O'er beds of living sulphur they behold, 

Brimmed with quicksilver ; these the sun on high 
Ripens, rcflnt^. and in their secret mould 
Binds in resplendent veins of silver, zinc, or gold. 

XXXIX. 

And the rich flood did all its banks instar 
With precious stones, enchanting to the sight ; 

Which, like bright lamps, illumined wide and far 
Tlie den’s black gloom with luxury of light : 

There, in blue lustre, shone the sapphire bright. 

Heaven's native tint; the jacinth glistered mild ; 

Flamed tiie fine ruby, flashed the diamond white, 

In virgin state, on sparkling opals piled, 

And, gay with choerfiil green, the lovely emeriild smiled. 

XL. 

In dumb amazement tlio two warriors pjissed, 

And all tlicir thoughts to these strange scenes applied ! 

Said not a word ! IJbaldo spake at last, 

And thus in faltering speech addressed his guide; 

‘‘ 0 Father, say whore now we are ! this tide — 

Where does it flow ? tliiiie own estate explain ; 

Do I behold aright ? or is this pride 
And prodigality of wealth a vain 
Illusion f scared I know, such wonder wTaps my briun.*' 

XLI, 

‘‘‘You,” he replied, “ are in the spacious womb 
Of earth, the general mother ! not e’en ye 
Could ever thus have pierced into the gloom 
Of her rich bowels, unless brought by me : 

I lead you to my home, which you will see 
Illumed with curious light, a splendid place — 

I was by birth a Pagan ; but, set free 
From Pagan sin, regenerate grown by grace, 

1 was baptised, and now Christ's holy rule embrace. 
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XLIl. 

Think not my magic wonders wrought by a.d 
Of Stygian angels summoned up from hell ; 

Scorned and accurst be those who have essayed 
Her gloomy Dives and Afrits to compeP® 

By fumes or voices, talisman or spell !— 

But by perception of the secret powers 
Of mineral springs, in nature’s inmost cell, 

Of herbs, in curtain of her greenwood bowers, 

And of tlic moving stars, on mountain-tops and towers. 

XLIII. 

For in those caves mid glooms and sliadows brown. 

Far from the sun, not always I abide; 

Hut oft on sacred Carmel’s flowery crown, 

And oft on odorous Lebanon Reside ; 

Tliere without veil I see tho planets glide; 

Notice each aspect ; chronicle each ])hase 
Of Mars and Venus ; every star beside, 

That, swift or slow, of kind or froward rays, 

Revolves and shines in heaven, is naked to iny gaze. 

XLIV. 

“ Beneath my feet I view, or rare or dense, 

Tho clouds, now <lark, now beautiful in show ; 

Of rains and dews the generation ; whence, 

Thwart or direct, the winds and tempests blow ; 

How lightnings kindle, why they dart below 
In orb’d or writhen rays ; so near I scan 
Tho fireball, comet, and the showery bow 
Wove in Heaven’s loom, that I at length began, 

Puflbd up with pride, myself to fancy more than man. 

XLV. 

“ So overweening of myself, that now 
I thought my powers could compass or command 
Kiowledgo of all above, around, below, 

That sprang to birth from God’s creative hand ! 

But when your Hermit, visiting this strand, 

From sin my soul, from error purged my mind, 

He taught my thoughts to soar, my views to’ expand. 

And I perceived how little and confined 
They of themselves had been, how vain, how weak, how blind. 

In deference to critical opinion, 1 boTC altered all other allaftione to tbe 
Maliouietan MylUology. 
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XLVI. 

1 saw how, like night-owls at rise of sun, 

Our minds with Truth’s first rays arc stuiufied ; 

Smiled at the futile wehs my folly spun ; 

Scorned my vain-glory, and renounced my pride ; 

But still my genius, as he wished, applied 
To the deep arts and philosophic quest 
111 which I joyed before, but, purified 
And changed from what T was, with noblcT zest ; 

Ituled by the Seer on whom implicitly I rest ; — 

XLTII. 

“ My guide and lord ! wdiafc his sagacious wit 

Points out, I execute ; he not disilains 

Now to my poor direction to commit 

AVorks that might grace himself — from servile chains 

To free the’ uiieoiiquercd knight whom sloth dctuiiis 

By strong eiichantmcilt in a witch’s hold, 

Where amorous Bevel high misrule maintains ; 

Long for your coming have I looked, of old 
By the prophetic Seer in signs to me foretold^” 

XLVIII. 

AVhilst with this tale the knights ho entertained, 

They reached his dwelling : large it \Yas and lair ; 

Shaped like a grot, and in itself eoiitaincd 
Galleries, and rooms, ami spacious halls ; whate’cjr 
Of wild or precious, beautiful or rare, 

Earth breeds in her rich veins, shone forth to view ; 

Nor one romantic ornament was there, 

That from arranging art its glory drew, 

But, formed in Nature’s freaks, in native wildness grew. 

XLIX, 

Nor failed there pages, numberless, untold, 

To serve the guests with ready active haste ; 

Nor failed there urns of crystal, pearl, and gold, 

On stands magniheent of silver placed, 

Heaped high with whatsoe’er might ])loasc the taste 
And when with meats and wines their appetite 
Was satisfied, rich fruits the table graced ; 

And the sage spoke ; ** ’IHs time that 1 invite 
To what will be, methinks, of more refined delight. 
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L. 

Armida’s deeds, her purposes, her guile. 

And secret snares in part to you are known ; 

How to your camp she came, and by what wile 
She charmed and led your warriors to her lone 
Enchanted fortress ; how they then were thrown 
By their false liostess into chains, and lay 
Long time, their amorous follies to atone ; 

Till, sent with thousand guards to Graza, they 
kVere by Ilinaldo freed ; — mark well what now I.say. 

LI. 

“ Things yet unknown to you do I declare, 

Strange, but most true : when the fair witch perceived 
Tluit the rich prey it took such toil to snare, 

Was rescued from her grasp^ sfic stormed^ sllC griCVCd f 
Stamped, and in anger scarce to be conceived, 

That her designs should be so clcjft-ly crost. 

Burst forth ; ‘ Lot not the wretch be so deceived, 

As to suppose the prisoners I have lost, 

Are to be roposwessed without revenge or cost ! 

LIl. 

“ ‘ If he has set them free, ho in their place 
Shall suffer lingering misery, hopeless thrall : 

Nov shall this serve ; the dues of my disgrace 
Shall on the whole curst camp in vengeance fall ! 

And, raving thus, she in licr heart of gall 
Framed what I now disclose to you, a sleight 
The most malignant and refined of all ; 

She came where young Rimildo had in fight 
Her warriors late subdued, or massacred outright. 

LIU. 

‘‘ Rinaldo there had thrown liis arms aside, 

And in a Turkish suit himself disguised ; 

Thinking perchance that he should safer ride, 

In an array less known and signalised : 

The’ Enchantress came ; his arms she recognised ; 

A headless fi^i^re in them cased, and threw 
Upon a brook's green banks, where she surmised, 

It would be sure to meet the Christians* view, 

When to the shaded stream for waters fresh they drew. 
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LIV. 

** Nor was their coming hard to be foreseen ; 

For she a thousand spies on all sides sent, 

Who every day brought tidings to their queen 
Of the far Camp, who ramc, returned, or went ; 

Oft too her dexterous spirits would present, 

After long talk with them in hall or grot, 

Familiar picturings of each fresh event ; 

And thus the corse slie eiist in such a spot, 

Aa best subserved her aim, and deep insidious plot. 

LV. 

“ Near, the most shrewd of lior deroitful train 
She slily placed, in shepherd's woods aruayed ; 

And, what ho was to do, to say, to feign, 

Taught in all points, and was in all ol>t»ycM] ; 

He, seized whilst liurryiiig from the forest shade, 

Spoke with your solders, and auioiigst them sowed 

Seeds of suspicion ; wdiioh, niaturing, swayed 
The Camp to discord, till rebellion showed 
Fearless lier face abroad, and tires intestine glowed. 

LVI. 

**For as she planned, all thought llinaldo dead, 

By Godfrey slain, his error to atone : 

Albeit indeed their vague suspicions fled, 

When the first beams of truth pi-evailing shone : 
Thus with a craft peculiarly her own, 

Armida wove her wiles ; the second well 
Chimed with the first, jis will be seen anon ; 

The sequel of her scheme 1 now shall tell. 

How she llinaldo chased, and >vhat from thence befel« 

LVII. 

“ O’er hill and dale Armida watched the youth, 

Till now his steps the swift Orontes stayed, 

Where the clear stream its watcTs parting smooth, 
Soon to rejoin, a flowery island made : 

Hero on the banks, under the greenwood shade, 

A sculptured column might the Prince behold, 

Near which a little shallop floating played ; 

The marble white, its w^orkmanship and mould, 

As he admired, ho read in words engraved of gold ^ 
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* " * Oh thou, whoe’er thou art, whom sweet self-will^ 
Or chance, or idlesse to this region guides ! 

No greater wonder in design or skill 

Gan the world shew*, than that this islet hides ; 

Pass o’er and see ! ’ Enticed he soon divides 
The boat’s gilt chain, and, so divinely smile 
Those summer waters, o’er them tilting rides ; 

But as the skiff w^as slight, he leaves the while 
lis knights ashore, and seeks alone the’ inviting isle. 

LIX. 


“ Landing, he looks around ; yet nothing secs 
To claim his curious sight but waters sheen, 

Bocks, mossy grots, dells, fountains, flowers, and trees, 
So that he deems his fancy to iiave been 
Mocked by the marble ; yet the place, the scene. 

Were such as might enchant the r«dest minds ; 

So down he sits on banks of pleasant green, 

Disarms his face, and sweet refreshment finds 
In the cool fanning 1>reath of odoriferous winds. 

LX. 


“ Meanwhile the river gurgles with a sound 
New to Ills ear, and thither calls his sight ; 

One placid billow in the midst whirled round, 

And sudden sank, then rose to greater height ; 

From which peeped forth, with golden tresses bright, 
A virgin’s beauteous face — her neck — her breast — 
Then her two lily ])aps of purest white, 

Their budded nipples rosily expressed;— 

Whilst whispering billows flung their silver round the rei 

LXI. 

“ So on the midnight stage some water-maid, 

Or fairy queen, slow rises from the floor ; 

And though no Sirei], but a painted shade, 

Yet all the fascinating grac*o she bore 
c Of those same Treacherous Sisters, that of yore 
Haunted the smooth sunshiny waters nigh 
The Tuscan coast ; as bright a bloom she wore ; 

As musical her voice, her smile as shy ; 

Aind thus aloud she sang, enchanting air and sky. 
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LXII, 

‘ Oh happy youths, whom Si)ringr with roses sweet 
Robes and adorns ! let not false glory's ray, 

Nor virtue's smooth insidious beauty cheat 
Your tender minds, and lead your steps astray ; 

Who crops the lily ere it fades away, 

Wlio follows pleasure, he alone is sage ! 

Press then the purple grape of life — be gay — 

This Nature bids ; and will you warfare wage 
With her divine decrees, nor faar the frowns of age ? 

LXTir. 

‘Fools ! to fling frojii yon, witlioiit taste or care, 

The brief enjoyments of your ])assing prime ; 

Names without object, idols all of air, 

Arc the vain toys to which you w arriors climb : 

The fame which charms with such a goldcin chime 
Proud heroes’ hearts, the glories that persuade, 

Arc but an echo in the oar of Time, — 

A dream, a shade, the shadow of a shade ; 

With the bright rainbow born, they swift as rainbow’s fade. 

LXIV. 

“ ‘ But let your tranquil souls witli all sweet things 
Your happy senses cheer, whilst fresl; and fair ; 

Past woes forget : ]ior w'ith tl>o anxious wings 
Of expectation speed Ihe steps of care: 

Heed not if thunders roll, <*r lighinings glare ; 

Let the storm threaten as it will, rejoice ! 

With languor rest, with rest enjoyiucnt share ; 

This is Elysium, this true Wisdom's choice. 

This Nature's self requires, — slight not her charming voice 1 

LXV. 

“ So sings the Phantom, and her soft sweet tune 
To settling sleep allures his heavy eyes ; 

Sense after sense dissolves in gentle sivoon ; 

From limb to limb lethargic sweetness flies ; 

Till he of death the passive picture lies, 

Nor e’en the bellowing thunder now could break 
The magic trance : when this Armida spies, 

She, issuing swift and silent as the snake, 

From her close ambush runs, ner sworn revenge to take. 
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LXVI. 

** But on his faoo when she had gazed awhile, 

And saw how placidly he breathed, how sweet 
A light seemed e’en in liis closed eyes to smile, 

(Ah, were they open, what were her conceit !) 

She paused in doubt, aiul near him took her scat ; 

The more she gazed, the more fond pity sprung 
To her stern heart ; till, of all angry heat 
Charmed, o’er the boy, those greens and flowers among^ 
"ith loving, lovely eyes, Nareisbus-lilce she hung, 

LXVIf. 

“ The living heat-dews that impctavlcd his face, 

She witli lK‘r veil wiped tenderly away ; 

And, to cool more the fervours of the place, 

Her turban took, and fanned lifni as lie lay ; 

And called tlie mild winds of the west to play 
Hound tlie rich cheeks that so divinely glow ; 

Mark but the eliange ! Lovers iiitelleotual ray 
Has from her savage bosom thawed the snow, 

Vud to tlie kindest friend transformed the sternest foe. 

LXVTII. 

With bluebells, lilies, woodbines, and wild roses, 

That flowered in Mioiisaiids through those pleasant plaiiics 
She next with admirable skill composes 
fJarlands, festoons, and odoriferous chains, 

Which round his noi;k, and arras, and feet she strains 

Tiglitly yet tiMiilerly ; and o’er his eyes 

Whilst sleep her shadowy government maintains, 

Bears upon tiptoe tlic imprisoned prize 
To her cnehanted car, and, mounting, cuts the skies. 

LXIX. 

" Not now to rich Damascus «loes she fly, 

Nor where her castle crests the’ Asplialtine tide; 

But, jealous of a pledge so dear, and sliy 
Of her new passion, betwixt shame and pride, 

> In the Atlantic sea resolves to hide, 

Whore rarely mortal oar was known to comb, , 

Or ne’er, green Neptune's curling waves ; there, wide 
Of all mankind, she singles for her home 
A little isle, round which the billows loneliest foam. 
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LXX. 

One of a cluster to 'which Fortune lends 
Her name, the* Elysian fields of old renown ; 

There she a mountain's lofty peak ascends, 
Unpeopled, shady, sluigge<l with forests brown ; 
Whose sides, by power of magic, half way down 
She heaps with slippery ice, and frost, and snow, 
But sunshiny and ver<lant leaves the crown 
With orange woods and myrtles — speaks — and lo ! 
Rich from tlie bordering lake a palace rises slow. 

LXXI. 

“ Hero in perpetual May her virgin s'woots 
She yields liim, la|)t in amorous wild delight ; 

From that far palace, from those secret seats, 

Your task must bo to disenthral the knight ; 

To brave, encounter with, and j)iit to flight 
The guards her tiniorcAis jealousy has set 
To keep the mar])le hall and shaded height ; 

Nor shall you nocjd or guide or gondolet, 

Nor added arms divine, the' adventure to abet 

hxxu. 

A damsel, old in years, though young in show. 
When from the stream we issue, you will find, 
With long rich tresses curling round her brow. 
And garments bcautefnis ius the >)ird of Ind ; 

She, through the ocean, suifter thsin tlie wind 
Or wdiig of eagles, shall direct your track, 

And leave the lightning in her flight behind ; 

Nor will you find her as a guide less slack, 

Or less secure of trust, to speed you safely back. 

L.XXIII, 

** At the hill’s foot whereon the Scrceress reigns. 
Bulls bellow, hydras roar, and soq)ents hiss, 
llevengcful lions rear their frightiul m.anes, 

And bears and panthers opc the grim abyss 
Of their devouring jaws ; shake then but this 
My fascinating wand, and at the sound 
Thdy will recede, or crouch your feet to kiss : 

. But on the summit of that guarded ground 
More fearful perils lurk — and subtler charms abound. 
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LXXIY. 

For thero a fountain plays, whose dancing, pure, 

And smiling rills the gazer's thirst excite. 

Yet the cool crystals but to harm allure,— 

Strange poison lurks within its waves of light ; 

One little draught the soul inebriates quite, 

Mounts to the brain, and to the wit sup])lics 

A host of gay ideas ; till delight 

Starts into voice, shrill peals of laughter rise, _ 

’’irth overpowers the man, he laughs, and laughing dies. 

LX XV. 

Turn then, oh turn your lijis away with dread ; ^ 

Scorn the false wave that to siieh ills persuades ; 

Bo not allured hy wines or viaiuls sj>rea(l 
By fountain shies, or under green areados ; 

Let no fond gestures of las<Mvioiis maids — 

The smile that Hatters, or the tunc that calls 
To amorous Llaiidishmcnts in myrtle shades, 

Move the fine pulse; each glauee, each word that falls 
licave for the ivcJry gates, anti troa<l tlie' interior halls. 

LXXVI. 

** Within, a maze (jf circlijig corridors 
Verge anil diverge a thousand winding ways; 

But of its various galleries, walks and doors, 

A lucid plan tliis little chart displays 
To guide your steps : in centre of the maze, 

A spacious garden flings its fragrance round. 

Where not a light leaf shakos, or zephyr strays. 

But breathes out love ; liere, on the fresh green ground. 

In his fair lady's lap the w’arriior will ho found. 

LXXAHI. 

“ But when the' Eiichaiitross quits licr darling's side, 

And elsewhere turns her footsteps from the place. 

Then, with the diamond shield which I provide, 

Step forth, atid so present it for a space. 

That he may start at his reflected face, 

His wanton weeds and ornait 'nts survey ; 

The sight whereof, and sense of his disgrace. 

Shall make him blush, and without vain delay 
From his unworthy love indignant break away. 

n PoniponiuB Mela speaks of such a fountoin as exiaMnp in the Fortunate 
Isla^ils. — Lib. iii. cap. 10. 
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Lxxvm. 

“ Enough ! it were superfluous to say more. 

Than that to inorrovr you may hence proceed ; 

And when your pleasant voyage ends, explore 
The secret paths that to the lovers lead, 

With safe success and all convenient speed ; 

For neither shall the powers of sorcery 
Your voyage hinder or your plans impede ; 

Nor (so superior will your guidance be,) 

Shall the fair witch have skill your coming to foresee. 

LXXIX. 

“ Nor loss securely from her fairy halls 

Shall y6u depart and wend your homeward way ; 

But now the midnight hour to slumber calls, 

And we must be abroad by break of day.” 

This said, he rose ; and, ushering them the way, 

His wondering guestsHo their apartments brought ; 

And leaving them to slumber's peaceful sway. 

In reveries of glad and soleiuu thought. 

His own nocturnal couch the good old Hermit sought. 
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^3ANTO XV. 



ARGUUEIIT. 

I’ns Seer'H Instructions tlio two knights pursue 
They reach the ready ship that rides in port, 
Embark, set bail, and in the distance view 
The fleet and army of the’ Egyptian court. 
Propitious winds within the canvass sport, 

Fast bounds the vessel to the pilot’s hand 
O’er the blue ocean, making long seem short ; 

On a lone isle remote at lost they land, 

And every tempting sound and spectacle witlistand. 


Scarce had Aurora ris’ii with grateful ray, 

Or Syrian shepherd led his flocks from fold. 

Than the Sage, coming where the warriors lay, 
Produced the chart, the shield, and wand of gold ; 

And Rise ! he said, ere yet the sun has told 
His rosary on the hills — soft breezes swdl 
To waft you on your voyage ; here behold 
The promised gifts that wUl have power to quell 
Anaida’s witchcrafts all, and thaw each murmured spelh* 

w2 
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II. 

But they the’ expected summons had forerun, 

Were up, and robed in arms from head to feet, 

And straiglit, by paths ne’er gazed on by the sun. 

Following their host, returning they repeat 

The steps they took to his romantic seat 

The previous day; but to the river side 

When they were come, the Senior stayed to greet 

His parting guests : “ Farewell, my friends ! ” he cried, 

“ Here must I leave you ; go, good-fortune be your guide ! ' 

III . 

Embarked, tlic river with harmonious flow 
The stranded vessel buoyantly upbore. 

As, tossed into the stream,^ a leafy bough 
Is Avout to rise, and, without sail or oar, 

Floated them gently to the verdant shore ; 

There as the spacious 6cean they surveyed — 

A little vessel with vermilion prore 

Steered nigh, wherein was seen the destined maid, 

And well the bounding bark her guiding hand obeyed. 

IV. 

Her locks hung curled around her brow ; her eyes 
Were like the dove’s, kind, tender, calm and true ; 

Her face an angel’s, bright, and Paradise 
Was in each radiant smile and look she threw; 

Her robe from Avhito to rod. from red to blue, 

Lilach, green, purple, tleetingly and fast, 

Long as you looked, diversified its hue ; 

You gaze again, the precious purple's past, 

And a fresh tint appears, diviner than the last. 

V. 

The feathers thus which on the neck genteel 
l)f the impassioned dove their circles spread, 

Mot for one moment the same tint reveal, 

But in the sun ten thousand colours shed ; 

Now they a necklace seem of rubies red, 

Of emeralds now they imitate the light, 

Then — let the gentle bird but turn its head — 

They shift from green to black, from black to bright, 
Then take the tints of all, still more to charm the sight. 
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VI. 

“ Enter," she said, “ 0 happy youths ! the bark, 
Wherein from sea to sea I safely i)ly ; 

In which the hca^dcst weights grow light, the dark 
Bough billows smooth, and calm the stormiest sky ; 

Me in his love and favour the Most High 

Sends as your guide the Lady spake, and now 
Guiding her painted gondola more nigh, * 

O’er the glad waves that round in liomage bo>v. 

The green saluted shore strikes lightly wdth her ])row. 

VII. 

Her charge received, the cable she upcurls, 

Frees the fixed keel, and launches from the land ; 

Loose to the wind the silkei\ sail unfurls, 

And rules the rudder witli a dexterous hand ; 

Swell the full sails, as glorying to he fiinned ; 

Heaves the swoln stream, so deep with recent rain. 

It might have borne a fleet well gunned and manned ; 
But her light frigate it would ivcll sustain, 

Though to it# usual state the waters were to wane. 

VIII. 

Shrill airs unusual sing within the sails, 

A nd swiftly speed them from the verdant shore ; 

The waters whiten to the active gales. 

And round the vessel murmur, foam, and roar. 

But now tliey reach to where its loud waves hoar 
The river quiets in a broader bed ; 

There, by the grt^edy sea embraced, its store 
Melts into nought, or nought apparent, wed 
With the vast world of waves befc^rc tliem greenly spread# 

L\. 

The sounding margin of the rough rude main 
Is scarcely touched by the enehanted pine. 

Than tlie black clouds that loured, presaging rain, 

Clear off at once, and leave the morning fine ; 

The mountain-waves, smoothed by a charm divine, 

Fall flat, or if a zephyr intervene, 

It does but curl the clear blue hyaline ; 

And ne'er in heaven's benignant face was seen 
A smile so sweet as now', a puq)le so serene. 
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X. 

She sails past Ascalon, and cheerly drives 
Her beauteous bark betwixt the south and west ; 

And near to stately Gaza soon arrives, 

Onco but a haven held in slight request, 

But year by year increasing as the rest 
Went to decay, a city now it stands, 

Of power, and strength, and merchandise possessed ; 

And at this instant, countless as its sands. 

Myriads of armed men o'ersprcjid the bordering lands. 

# XI- 

To land J;he warriors look, and sec the plains 
With countless ricli pavilions whitened o'er. 

And knights, and squires, qnd steeds with glistening reins 
Pass to and fro betwixt the town and shore ; 

Camels and burdened olcpliants, whose roar 
Gomes mellowed o'er tfic main, pace side by side, 

And stamp the sands to dust ; with many an oar 
Flash the vext waves, and in the harbour wide, 

Galleys, and light caiques, and ships at anchor ride. 

XII. 

Some with strong rowers brushed the buxom wave ; 

Some spread their wings out to the w inds, and flew ; 
Their sharp swift beaks the liquid seas engrave ; 

Foam the raised billows as the keels glide tlirough. 

“ Though," said the Lady then, the ocean blue 
And yellow plains are tilled, as you beholdj 
With hosts and navies of the trustless crew’, 

Fresh bands on bands, beneath his moon of gold, 

By the strong tyrant yet remain to bo enrolled. 

XIII. 

“ Sole from his own or neighbouring realms are drawn 
These troops ; more distant aid he yet awaits ; 

For to the regions of the noon and morn 
Extends his influence with barbaric states ; 

So that 1 hope w^e shall, with prosperous fates, 

Have made return, ere from this subject-coast 
He to Jerusalem his Ctamp translates ; 

He, or wnatever Captain in his post 
May c'^r his other chiefs be raised to rule the host." 
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XIV. 

Then as an eagle passes one by one 
All lesser birds, and soars to siicli a height. 

That she appears confounded with the sun, 

Her form unfixed by the acutest sight ; — 

So, betwixt ship and ship, her rapid flight 
The gay and graceful gondola holds on. 

Without a fear or care, liowever slight, 

Who may arrest or chase her, and anon 
s from the sailors flit, and out of prospect gone. 

XV. 

Past Raffia town she in a moment flew, 

The first in Syria seen by those who steer 
From fruitful Egypt, and had soon in view 
The barren isle of lonely Rhinocere ; 

Not distant, trees o'er Avaving trees appear 
To clothe a hill embrowning all the deep 
That bathes its base ; not unremembered here, 

Urned in its heart, the bones of Porapey sleep ; 
llound sigh the winds and woods ; beneath, the waters weep 

XVI. 

They next behold, by Damiotta driven, 

How to the sea proud Nile the tribute pays 
Of bis celestial treasures, by his seven 
Famed mouths, and by a hundred minor ways : 

Then past the City built iu ancient days 
By the brave yoiitli of Maccdon, who boro 
PhIiIIS from all lands, she sails, and soon surveys 
The Pharian isle, an isle at least of yore, 

But by an isthmus now connected mth the shore. 

XVII. 

She leaves to starboard Rhodes and Crete unseen, 

And to the' adjacent shore of Libya stands ; 

Along the sea productive, tilled, and green, 

But inly thronged with snakes and barren sands ; 

Barca she passes — ^[)asscs by the lands 
Where stood Cyrene, who no more presides 
Queen of the silent waste ! and soon commands 
With Ptolomet the cypress wood, whence guides 
Lethe the fabled flow of his oblivious tides. 

w Mount Cvaluft. 
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XVII. 

Syrtos, the seamen’s curse, before the wind 
Slie flies aloof, and far to seaward steers ; 

And, doubling Cape Judecii, leaves behind 
Swift Magra’s stniatn, till Tri])oli appears 
Crow'Ding the coast ; due north, low Malta rears 
Her clifts, but Malta they not now behold ; 

To shun the lesser Syrtes, which she fears, 

She tacks ; but, past Alzorbo, coasts more bold 
The land where d>velt the mild T.oto[)hagi of old. 

XIX. 

Next the crooked shore they Tunis see, 

Whose bay a hill on either side embrowns — 

Tunis, rioli, stately, lionourable, and free, 

Beyond all other Mauritanian towns ; 

Bight opposite to which Sicilia crownis 
The sea, and, roughly rising o’er the flood, 

In sombre shade Cape Lilybacum frowns ; 

Here now the Damsel points where Carthago stood, 
llival so long of Home, and drunk with lloinaii blood. 

XX. 

Low lie her towers ; sole relics of her sway, 

Her desert shores a few sad fragments keep ; 

Shrines, temples, cities, kingd(#ms, states decay ; 

O’er urns and arcs triumphal deserts sw(K?p 
Their sands, or lions roar, or ivies creep ; 

Yet man, proud worm, resents that coining Night 
Should shroud his eyes, in no perpetual sleep ! 

Biserta now they roach in silent flight, 

Sardinia’s distant isle receding on the right. 

XXL 

Then scudding by tlie vast Numidian plains, 

Wliere wandering shepherds wont their flocks to feed, 
Bugia and Algiers, the accursed dens 
Of corsairs, rise, approach, and retrocede ; 

By Oran’s towers they pass with equal speed, 

And, coasting the steep clifis of Tingitan, 

Now named Morocco, famous for its breed 
Of elephants and lions, they began 
Granada's adverse shores through azure mists to scan. 
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xxn. 

And now A1 Tarik's Straits they intersect, 

I Alcides’ work, as gray traditions feign ; 

!r Haply an isthmus did the shores connect, 
j Till some concussion rent its rocks in twain; 

And, hy irruption of the horned main, 

Abyla here and Calpo there Avas placed ; 

And Libya, sundered from romantic Spaifi, 

I Nor more as friends, but foes each otluT faced — 

■ ich power Time hath to change, and lay strong bulwa:rks waste 

*! 1 xxiii. 

J Four times the morn has tinted Oceati's check, 
if Since the gay bark its voyage first l)c*guu ; 

j Nor has it entered once or port or crtH‘k, 

I For rest or stores, — well furnished, iictid Avas none; 

I It now the entrance of tiie strait li:is won, 
f Shoots the slight pass, and, far as sight can flee, 

* Into the pathles^ infinite is run ; 

If, land-locked, here so s[)a(*ious seems the sea, 

There, where it foils round earth, Aivhat must the' appcaranco l>€ 

XXIV. 

No longer now each city tliat succeeds 
Rich Cadiz o’er the billows they descry ; 

Fast Avealtliy Cadiz, fast all land recedes, 

Sky girds the Ocean, Ocean bounds the sky ; 

Said Ubald then ; “ Fair pilot ! rn;ike reply, 

If on the boundless sea through which we glide 
So SAvift, bark e'er before was known to ply — 

And if beyond this Avorld of Avaves reside 
Men of like modes with ours ?" tlie Gondolier replied : 

XXV. 

“ Wlien Hercules the monsters had subdued 
That liauiited Libya and the realms of Spain, 

Through all your coasts Ins conquests he pursued, 

Yet durst not tempt the' unfathomable main ; 

Here then he raised his Pillars, to restrain 
In too close bounds the daring of mankind; 

But these his marks Ulysses did disdain, 

And, fond of knowledge still, his curious mind 
E'en by Alcides' laws refused to be confined. 
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XXVI. 

The straits he passed, and on the’ Atlantic sailed, 

Bold as the Sea-God in his fish-drawn shell ; 

But nought, alas, his naval skill availed, 

The roaring billows rang his funeral knell ! 

The secrets of his fate no records tell, 

Where bleached his bones, or whither drove his sail ; 

If any since were driven out by the swell 
Of wave or wind, tliey perished in the gale. 

Or came not back, at least, to toll the’ adventurous tale. 

xxvii. 

Thus still this sea rests unexplored ; it boasts 
A thousand isles, a thousand states unknown; 

Nor void of men, nor barren are the coasts, 

But fertile, rich, and peof^ied as your own ; 

Nor can the sun which cheers your milder zone, 

Be in its quickening wtuc lifeless there. 

But earth is heaped wdth fruits and blossoms blown 
Said Ubald then ; “ Of this now world s6 fair, 

Be pleased the worsliip, lawrs, and customs to ^declare.** 

XXVIII. 

As various as the tribes," she made reply. 

Their rites, and languages, and customs are ; 

Some Earth, the general mother, glorify, 

Some worship beasts, the sun, and morning star ; 

Whilst some in woods and wildernesses far 
Spare not to deify the Prince of Hell, 

And heap their boards with captives slain in war ; 

In short, most impious are their rites, and fell 
The faith of all the tribes tliat west of Calpc dwell." 

XXIX. 

“ Will then," the knight rejoined, “ that God who came 
From heaven to’ illuminate the human heart, 

Shut every ray of Truth’s celestial flame 
From that, which forms of earth so large a part?” 

** No,” she replied, “ each humanising art 
Shall yet be theirs ; e'en kings shall coincide 
The holy Faith and Gospels to impart ; 

Nor thi]^ indeed that this extent of tide 
Shall from your world these tribes for ever thus divide. 
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XXX. 

** Tho time shall come, when ship-boys e'en shall scorn 
have Alcidcs' fable on their lips, 
ijSeas yet unnamed, and realms unknown adorn 
ijYour charts, and vdth their fame your pride eclipse ; 

Then the bold Argo of all future ships 
Shall circumnavigate and circle sheer 
WTiate’er blue Tethys in her girdle clips, 

Victorious rival of the Sun’s career— 

nd measure e’en of Earth the whole stupendous sphere. 

XXXI. 

‘‘ A Genoese knight shall first the’ idea seize, 

And, full of faith, the trackless deep explore ; 

No raving winds, inhospitable seas. 

Thwart planets, dubious calms,' or billows' roar. 

Nor whatsoe’er of risk or toil may more 
T'orrific show, or furiously assail, ^ 

Shall make that mighty mind of his give oW 
The wonderful adventure, or avail 
In close Abyla’? bounds his spirit to impale. 

xxxn. 

’Tis thou, Columbus, in now zones and skies, 

That to the wind tliy happy Sails must raise, 

Till Fi'imc shall scarce ])ursiie thee w’ith her eyes, 

Though she a thousand eyes and w ings displays ! 

Let her of Bacchus and Alcidcs praise 
The savage feats, and do thy glory wrong, 

With a few whispers tossed to after days : 

These shall suffice to make tliy memory long 
In history’s page endure, or some divincst song." 

XXXTTI. 

She said, and sliced through foam tovrards the west 
Her course awhile, then to the south inclined, 

And saw — now Titan rolling down to rest, 

And now the youthful Morning rise behind ; 

And when with rosy light and dews refined 
Aurora cheers the world, more sail she crowds ; 

Till, in blue distance breaking, as the wind 
Curls off the^ist that all the' horizon shrouds. 

They see a mountain rise, whose summits reach the clouds. 
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XXXIV. 

As they advance the vapours melt, nor more 
Their wished inspection of the isle prevent ; 

Like the vast pyramids 't whs seen to soar, 

Sharp in its peak, and widening in extent ' 

Down to its base ; it seemed to represent ’ 

The burning hill 'iicath which the Giant lies 
That warred on Jove, for with like siiljihurous scent 
It smokes by day, and still, as daylight dies. 

With ruddy fires lights up the circumambient skies. 

xxxv. 

Then other islands, other mountains mild. 

Less steep and lofty, their regards engage ; 

The Happy Isles, the Fortunate ! so styled 
15y the fond lyrists of the antique age ; 

Which warrior, sojdiist, priest, and gifted sago 
Believed so favoured* by the heavens benign, 

As to produce, untilled, in every stage 
Of growth, its fruits ; unpruned the fancied vine 
At once flowered, fruited, filled, and gushed wd'th geriorouswine 

XXXVl. 

Here the fat olive ever bmjs and blooms, 

And golden honeys from old oaks distil, 

*And rivers slide from mountain-greens and glooms, 

In silver streams, with murmurs sweet or shrill : 

And here cool w'inds and dew’s all summer chill 
The heats, and the cjilni halycon builds her nest, 

With every beauteous bird of tuneful bill ; 

And here arc placed tlie’ Elysian Fields, where rest, 

In fair unfading youth, tlio spirits of the blest. 

XXXVII. 

To these the Lady made ; “ And now,” said she, 

The destined haven of your hopes is near ; 

The promised isles of Fortune now you see. 

Whose fame has reached, if not fatigued your ear 
With its uncertain echoes ; Fiction here 
Has not been idle ; rich they are, and gay, 

And pleasant, but not quite what they appear 
In poesy she said, and in her w’ay, 

* Passed the first isle of ten that clear in prospect lay. 
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XXXVIII. 

Then Charles : ‘‘ If, Lady, with our enterprise 
(The' excursion suits, now let us leap ashore. 

And mark what yet no European eyes 

Have viewed — the peojde sec, the place explore. 

The rites they use, the Genius they adore. 

And whatsoe'er may prompt tlie' inquiry keen 
Of envying sages ; that, recounting o’er 
'riie pfii'ils braved, the strange new objects seen, 

^niay with honest pride exclaim, ^ Yes! there I've been!' 
XXXIX. 

“ Worthy,” the Gondolier replied, “ of thee 
The' entreiity surely is ; but what can I, 

If JIoav{;n's .severe, invhjlablo decree 
I Tlie least conij)liauce with thy wish deny, 
h The perfijot period fixed by God on high 
f To give this groat discovery to tlio^day, 

I Is not yet come ; and thus for you to eyo 

f Tlie Seorots of the Deep, and back convoy 
Phe’ authentio news, would be his will to disobey. 

XL, 

To you 't i.s granted, by peculiar grace 
And superhuman skill, the fai^ae to' acquire 
Of reselling to your >vorld froi^hraldom base, 

A youtli vvhorn nations ardently desire ; 

Let this sullice, for farther to aspire. 

Would be to war with fate:” whilst she replies, 

The lirst green isle seems lessoning to retire 
From notice, and the next sublime to rise. 

So blitluily o’er the w^ave the charmed pinnace flies. 

XLI. 

They now behold how in the same degree 
All in long order shun the realms of morn, 

And by wdiat equal distances of sea 

The happy isles are each from each withdrawn : 

Huts, eurling smoke, white flocks, and ripening corn 
Spoke seven of them inh.abitcd ; the rest 
Were waste, ^'errun with heath and shagged with thorn 
Where, flxed\q long hereditary rest, 

Secure the lion prowls, the vulture builds her nest. 
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XLIl. 

In one they find a lone sequestered place. 

Where, to a crescent curv<^, the shore extends 
Two moony horns, that in their sweep embrace 
A spacious bay— a rock the port defends ; 

Inward it fronts, and broad to ocean bends 
Its back, whereon each dashing billow dies, 

When the wind rises and the storm descends; 

Wliilst here and there two lofty crags arise, 

Whose towers, far out at sea, salute the sailor^s eyes 

XLllI. 

Safe sleep the silent seas beneath ; above, 

Black ^rching woods o'ershade iJie circled scene ; 
Within, a gi‘otto opens in the grove. 

Pleasant with flowers, wirh moss, with ivies green, 

And waters warbling in tlie depth unseen ; 

Needed nor twisted rope nor anchor there 
For weary ships : into that so serene 
And sheltered hermitage, the maiden fair 
Entered, her slender sails unfurling from the -air. 

XLIV. 

^‘Behold," she said, “the cupolas and towers 
That on yon mountain’s Iffty summit shine! 

ISThere Christ's lethargic champion ''fVastes his houra 
In dalliance, idlesse, folly, feast and wine : 

That slippery, steep ascent of palm and pine 
Mount with the rising sun ; nor let delay 
Seem to you grievous ; influences malign 
The' im])ortant scheme to ruin will betray, 

If any hour but tliat be fixed for the essay. 

ZLT. 

“ You yet with easy speed may reach the foot 
Of the seen mountain, ere the day's expired 
Their lovely guide in parting they salute, 

And lightly pace at length the shore desired. 

They found the way so much to be admired, 

So full of goodly prospects, cool with shade, . 

And smooi^ withal to tread, that nothing ti .'ed ; 

And when they issued from the last greeia^lade, 

High o’er the landscape yet the evening sunbeams played. 
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XLVI. 

They see that to the mountain’s stately head 
O’er nodding crags and ruins they must climb ; 

Below, with snows and frosts each path was spread. 

For bloomy licath exchanged and odorous thyme ; 

Cedar, and pine, and cypress more sublime 

J Bound its white shoulders tossed their verdant locks ; 
Sweet lilies peeped from forth the hoary rime, 

Whilst (force of magic !) pinks, geraniums, stocks, 
nd roses, fully flowered, hung clustering round the rocks, 

XLVII. 

Within a savage cave beneath the mount, 

\ Closed in with ahfidcs, the Avan-iors passed the>Brht 
I But when the Sun from licavcn’s eternal fount 
I Througli the brown forest shed his golden light, 

* “ Up, up !” at once they cried; and either knight 
With rival zeal along the track of frost 
Began the’ ascent ; wlion, on their startled sight, 

/ Whence they know not, in vsirious colours glossed, 

[Their onward path a fierce and frightful serpent crosstHh 
I XLVllI. 

I I-ler head and scaly crest of pallid gold 

She raised erect, and swellcdfter neck witli ire ; 

Lightened her eyes ; and, hidmg as she rolled 

A length of way, she poison breathed and iire ; 

Now she recoiled into herself, now nigh or 
Her tangled rings, distending many a yard. 

She slid along with mischievous desire. 

Presenting all her stings the pass to guard, — 

Aluoh she the knights amazed, but did not much retard. 

XLIX. 

Already Charles, the monster to assail, 

Had drawn his sword, when out Ubaldo spake: 

“ Soft ! what is it you do ? by arms so frail 
Tlow can you hope to quell the’ enchanted suake f ” 

His golden wand of an immortal make 
He shook; so that the demon, smit with fear, 

No longer Basing, sought the tangled brake ; 

Needed no sound to warn its ear ; 

Instant it slipt away, and left the passage clear. 
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A littio further on, with sour disdain 
A roaring lion the strict pass denied ; 

Tossing ^oft the terrors of his mane, 

And his voracious jaws ej^panding wide, 

He with redoubling fury lashed his side, 

And to the knights advanced with hasty tread ; 

But when the wand i^imortal he espied, 

A secret instinct chillM his heart with dread, 

And quelled his native lire ; he howled, and howling fled, 

Ll. 

Their track the venturous couple follow fast, 

But nunfoo'ou^ legions yet before them rise 
Of'b'^ivage beasts, terrific^ as the past, 

Diftering in voice, in movehient, and in guise ; 

All monstrous forms, all wild enormities, 

All the grim croaturesMn their sternest moods 
That betwixt Nile and Atlas Titan eyes, 

Seemed gathered there, with all the raging broods 
That haunt tho' Ercynian caves or old Hyroaman wood*. 

LIl. 

But e'en this phalanx, massy, fierce, and bold 

M it appeared, could not tjfe pair affright, 

Much less repel ; for of tlife wand of gold 
A single motion put tliem all to Hight. 

And now they climb victorious to the height 
Of the rude precipice, without delay ; 

Save that the Alpine cliffs and glaciers, white 
With drifted snows that round austerely lay. 

Of their sublime ascent more tedious make the way. 

LIII. 

But when at length the steep acclivity 
b scaled, and passed the snows and breezes keen, 
Beneath the sunsliiue of a summer sky 
They find an even, smooth, and spacious green. 

Here in a clime delightfully serene 
His wings the everlasting Zephyr shakes. 

And breathes a ceaseless sweetness o'er the ; 

For here the sun one golden measure make^7 
Nor ev^ charms asleep, nor e'er the wind awakes: 
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f MV. 

I Not as elsewhere with fervours frosts severe, 

' Or clouds with calms divide the happy hours ; 

But heaven, than whitest crystal e’en more clear, 

A flood of sunshine in all seasons showers ; 

Nursing to fields their herbs, to herbs their flowers, 

To flowers their smell, to leaves the' immortal trees; 
Here by its lake, the splendid palace towers 
On marble columns rich with golden frieze, 

^or leagues and leagues around o’ergazing hUls and seas. 
i LV. 

The warriors weary found themselves andT5»..!:n^j 
From their long travel up the steep rough hill 
And loitering through the pleasant gardens went. 
Walking or resting at tljfeir own sweet will ; 

When lo, a fountain whose light music shrill 
Allures the thirsty pilgrim, gleamed in view ! 

' In one tall column it descended chill, 

, And in a thousand crysstal fragments flew, 

|Sprinkling with orient pearl the plants that roiirld it blew 

LVI. 

But through the grass those ^elicate cascades 
The same deep channel in conclusion found, 

And under curtain of perpetual shades 

Ren warbling by, cool, tranquil, and embrowned; 

Yet still so clear, that in its depths profound 
Each glistening wave amid the sands was seen. 

With all its curls of beauty ; whilst around, 

The mossy banks formed coucllCS Soft and green. 

Inlaid with odofous herbs, and violets strewn between. 

LVII. 

‘‘Bee here the fount of laughter! see the stream 
To which such fatal qualities belong ! 

Now,” they exclaimed, “let us avoi^ the dream 
Of warm desire, and in resolve be strong ; 

^ Now shut our ears to the fSiir Siren’s song, 

And to enct^milo of feminine deceit 
Close the fcM eye !” thus warned, they pass along^ 
Until they re^[i to where the waters sweet 
Break out a broawr bed# and form a spacious sheet. 
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Lvni. 

Here, served on ivory, stood all sumptuous food 
That Taste could wish, or Luxury purvey, 

And chattering, laughing, in the crystal flood 
Two naked virgins, full of wanton play ; 

Now kissing, wrestling, breaking now away, 

Now striving wliich the other should outswim ; 

Now diving, floating, as the waters sway. 

Sometimes above, sometimes below the brim, 

Marking their course concealed by some voluptuous limb. 

LIX. 

Those swijDwflhg diimsels, beautiful and bare, 

.^Jbese wtJriors’ bosoms somewhat did siibdue , 

So*that they stayed to waljjnh them, wliilst the pair 
Seemed tall intent their pastimes Yo pursue : 

One meanwhile, starting upw’ard, full to view 
Of tlie clear heavens Her swelling breasts displayed, 

A nd all that might with rapture more endue 
The eye, to the white waist; the waves -that played 
Hound her, etieh limb beneath pellucidly arrayed. 

LX. 

As from the wavtis the glittering Star of morn 
Comes, dro[)]>ing nectar ; or, as rising slow 
From Ocean's fniitful foam when n(‘wly born, 

The Queen of Love and Beauty seemed in show, 

So she appeared, so charmed : her tresses so 
From all their golden rings bright humour rainetl, 

Bich with the colours of the showery bow ; 

Whilst looking round, the knights but then she feigned 
To see, and back recoiled, offtmded, shocked, and pained. 

LXI. 

Her tresses knotted in a single })raid. 

She in an instant loosened and shook down ; 

Which thickly flowing to her feet, arrayed 
Her polished limbs as with a golden gown : 

But oh ! when fell tlie curtain from her crown, 

Wliat an enchanting spectacle was fled ! 

Yet 't was enchantment, so to find it flown y 
Thus gloriously with locks and waves o’exgsprcisdf 
She from them turned askance, rejoicing, rosy red. 
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LXII. 

She smiled, she crimsoned deep, and all the while 
(Jj Her smile the sweeter shewed the more she blushed, 

'r[ And the sweet crimson sweeter for the smile 
^ j Tiiat o'er her tender face in sunshine rushed ; 

Then with a voice so mild it might have hushed 
The nightingale, and taken an angel prey, 

£ich from her warbling lips these accents gushed : 

“ O happy pilgrims ! favoured to survey 
legions so full of peace, a Paradise so gay ! 

LXIIl. 

“ This is the haven of the world ; here Rest 
Dwells with Composure, and that perfect bliss. 

Which in the Golden Ago fond men possessed, 

In liberty and love unkhown lo this ; 

You now may lay aside’ the’ incumbrances 
Of arms, and safely hang them on 'the trees, 

Sacred to Peace $ all else but folly is , 

\ Seek then soft quiet, seek indulgent ease, 

liOve’s the sole«captam hepe, young Love's the lord to please. 

LXIV. 

“ The fields of battle here a^e mosses green 
And beds of roses, where — you dream the rest ; 

We >vill conduct you to our fairy queen, 

The queen whose bounty makes her servants blest. 

You of tliat happy band shall be impressed, 

Whom she has destineil for her joys ; but first. 

Your weary limbs of those rude arms divest, 

In these cool waters be your dust dispersed. 

And at yon board indulge your hunger, taste, and thirst.” 

LXV. 

Thus sang the one ; her sister played the mime, 

In act and glance outplcading her appeal, 

As swift or slow to the melodious chime 
Of lutes and viols the blithe dancers wheel. 

But to these wiles the knights in triple steel 
Of stern i-esolve had shut their souls ; and hence. 

The tunes they sing, the beauties they reveal. 

Their angel looks and heavenly eloquence, 

But circle round and round, nor reach the scat of sense. 
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LXVl. 

Or if of such sweet airs and glowing charms 
Aught stirs the soil where buds unchaste Desire, 

The heart soon Kcason fills with her alarms, 

And with strong hand roots up each rising brier ; 
Vanquished the nymphs remain ; the knights retire, 
And, without biding them adieu, pass on ; 

These reach the palace, those with fruitless ire 
Crimsoning afresh at the repulse, anon 
Dive in the waved, and deep beyond all sight are gone. 


CANTO X.yi. 



Jivu. 


AltOCXEHT. 

Tuc spacious palace of the' enclmntlng Dame 
The warriors tread, where lost Rlnaldo lies ; 

'And speed so wclL that, ftill of wrath and shame, 
He hursts his bonds, and with them quickly hies ; 
She, to retain her lored deserter, tries ' 

All powers of language and of tears— in rain— 

He parts; to' avenge her wrongs, on Dls she atea, 
Destroys her palace, and. In high Oisdaln, 

FUea throogh the etormy •Uesin her aerial warn. 
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; Bound is the spacious pile ; and in its heart, 
j Set like a gem, a garden is insphcred, 

' More decked by nature and enriched by art, 

I Than the most beautiful that e'er appeared 

( To flower in old romance ; and round it, reared 
The Stygian sprites unnumbered galleries, 

^ . Haimonious, seen at distance, but, when neared, 

^ \ A trackless maze discordant to the eyes, — 

V Vugh all these tortuous coils their secret passage lies. 

' k ' II. 

I Through the chief gate they tread the marble floors, 

{ For full a hundred grace the spacious hold ; 

I Of fine and figured silver, here the doors 
I On their smooth hinges- sing, of shining gold : 

/ Awhile they pause the figures to Ijehoid 

\ Cast on the squares ; for, with extreme surprise, 

1 a They see the metal rivalled by the mould ; 

I* ' Speech fails alone, but, to the trusting eyes, 

■ The sprightly ^apes e’en ''speak, and limbed with life arise. 

} HI. 

Here midst hla^onian girls tBe Grecian Mars 
Sits, telling fond romantic tales^ and he 
Who stormed black Orcus, and upheld the stars, 

Now twirls the spindle with a maiden's glee ; 

Young Love looks on and laughs ; whilst lole 
In her unwarlike hands is seen to bear 
His murderous arms with proud mock-majesty, 

And on her back the lion's hide to wear, 

Too rough a vest for limbs so finely turned and fair ! 

IV. 


Neap heaved a sea whose azure surface changed, 

As close you looked, and into silver splashed ; 

Two adverse navies in the midst were ranged 
For war — ^blup lightnings from the armour flashed ; 

In gold the bright and burning billows dashed 
And all Leucate did on fire appear, 

Ere the beaka^ grappled, and the falchions dashed; 
Augustus there all Rome, Antonius here 
Brought up Ills Eastern kings, and couched his Memphian *pear« 
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You would declare the rifted Cyclades 
Concurred, and mountains did with mountains jar, 

When with their tower-like vessels those and these 
Bushed o’er the brine, and shocked in mortal war ; 

Here, like the sparkles of a glancing st^r, 

Darts fly, and fire-balls blaze ; there, bloody dyes 
The virgin whiteness of the waters mar : 

Whilst neither wins, lo where, with heavy eyes, 

O'er the vexed waves, alarmed, the' Egyptian beauty flies ! 

VI. 

And flies her Chief? can he relinquish here 
The glorious world to which his hopes aspire ? 

He flies not, no, nor fears he dees not fear, 

But follows her, drawn on by fond desire : 

You see him (like a man whom now the fire 
Of love torments, and now, as shame prevails, 

Disdain,) alternately regard, as ire 
And tenderness were cast in equal scales, 

Now the still dubious fight, and now her lesseiUng sails. 

vir. 

Then in the secret creeks offfruitful Nile 
He in her lap appears for.death to wait, 

And with the pleasure of her lovely smile 
Sweetens the bitter stroke of hasting fate. — 

With such like arguments of various date 
And issue in Love's story, were embossed 
The glittering metals of that princely gate ; 

The figured talcs long time the knights engrossed ; 

At length the charm they broke, and o’er the threshold crossed. 

VIII. 

As 'twixt its crooked banks Meander plays, 

Curls and uncurls in its uncertain course. 

Now to its spring, now to the Ocean strays, 

Now meets itself returning to its source : 

Such, only intertangled with a force 
Yet more mysterious, of this mazy spot 
The paths appear ; but now they have recourse 
To the clear chart, which, pointing out botU what 
To shun, and what pursue, resolves the' enchanted knot. 
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IX. 

These windings passed, the garden gates unfold, 

And the fair Eden meets their glad survey, — 

Still waters, moving ciystals, sands of gold, 

Herbs, tliousand flowers, rare shrubs, and mosses giey : 
Sunshiny hillocks, shady vales ; woods gay, 

( And grottos gloomy, in one view combined. 

Presented were ; and what increased their play 
Of pleasure at the prospect, was, to find 
.Nowhere the happy Art that had the whole designed. 

X. 

So natural seemed each ornament and site, 

- ' So well was neatness mingled with neglect, 

As though boon Nature for her own delight 
Her mocker mocked, till fane/s self was checked ; 

The air, if nothing el'A.* there, is the* effect 
Of magic, to the sound of whosc^soft flute 
The biooms are born with which the trees are decked : 

By flowers eternal lives the' eternal fruit, 

This running, richly ripe^ whilst those but greenly shoot. 

XI. 

Midst the same leaves and^on the self-same twig 
Tlie rosy apple with the' unripe is seen ; 

Hung on one bough the old and youthful fig. 

The golden orange glows beside the green ; 

And aye, where sunniest stations intervene, 

Creeps tlio curled vine luxuriant high overhead ; 

Here the sour grape just springs the flowers between, 

Hero yellowing, puqding, blushing ruby red, 

Here black the clusters' burst, and heavenly nectar shed. 

XII. . 

The joyful birds sing sweet in the green bowers ; 

Murmur the winds ; and, in their fall and rise. 

Strike from the fruits, leaves, fountains, brooks, and flowers 
A thousand strange celestial harmonies ; 

When cease the birds, the zephyr loud replies ; 

When sing the birds, it faints amidst the trees 
To whispers soft as lovers' farewell sighs ; 

Thus, whether loud or low, the bird the breeze, 

The breeze obeys the bird, and each with each agrees. 
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XIII. 

One bird there flew, renowned above the rest, 

With party-coloured plumes and purple bill, 

That in a language like our own expressed 
Her joys, but with such sweetness, sense and skill, 

As did the hearer with amazement fill ; 

So far her fellows she outsang, that they 
Worshipped the wonder ; every one grew still 
At her rich voice, and listened to the lay : 

Dumb were the woods — the grinds and whispers dieil away. 

XIV. 

“ Ah see,” thus she sang, “ the rose spread to the morning 
Her red virgin leaves, the coy pride of all plants ! 

Yet half open, half shut inMst the moss she was born in, 
The leas shews her beauty! the more she enchants ; 

Lo, soon after, her sweet naked bosom more cheaply 
She shews ! lo, soon after she sickens and fades, 

Nor seems the same flower late desired so deeply 
By thousands of lovers, and thousands of maids ! 

XV. 

So fleets wdth the day's passing footsteps of fleetness 
The flower and the verdure pf life's smiling scene ; 

Nor, though April returns with its suiisliinc and sweetno 
Again will it ever look blooming or green ; 

Then gather the rose in its fresh morning beauty, 

The rose of a day too soon dimmed from above ; 

Whilst, beloved, we may love, let — to love, be our duty, 
Now, now, wliilst 't is youth, pluck the roses of love 

u As it is poBsiblo Uis changes of ueaenre horo introduced may meet witli 
some objectors, I affix a tmiislatiou of the song in tho stonza of Spenser, althoufrli 
it is soinowhot perilous to attempt 4t after Jiim. Vide his Description of the 
Bower of Bliss, in the Faery Queen,” canto zii. stansas Ixxiv. kxv. 

“ Ah see,” she sang, ” the bashful blnshing rose 
Spread through green leaves its bosom to the light ; 

Half bud, half blossom yet, through dews it glows, 

And charms the more, the more it shuns the sight 1 
Ah see how boldly soon it courte the bright 
And burning eun ; how eoon it droops and fodes ; 

Hor seems the same rich bloseom of delight 
Desired eo much in songe and serenades, 

By tbonsand amorona youths and thousand blooming maids ! 
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lYI. 

She ceased ; and, as approving all they heard, 

That tender tune the choirs of birds renew; 

The turtles billed, and every brute and bird 
I In happy pairs to unseen glooms withdrew. 

■ It seemed that the hard oak, the grieving yew, 

The chaste sad laurel, and the whole green grove — 

It seemed each fruit that blushed, each bud that blow. 
The earth, air, sea, and rosy heavens above, 

^11 felt divine desire, and sighed out sweetest love. 

\ XVII. 

r' Midst melody so tender, midst delights 
t So passing sweet, and midst such tempting snares, 
Cautious, serene, and serious go the kniglits. 

And steel their souls to, the loose Lydian airs. 

Lo, betwixt leaves and leaves, at unawares 
Advancing slow, they see, or seem* to see — 

They see most stirely,- crown of all their cares I 
The lover and his darling lady ; he 
lln the fair lad/s lap, on herbs and violets she. 

XVIII. 

Her veil, flung open, shews her breast ; in curls 
Her wild hair wooes the summer wind ; she dies 
Of the sweet passion, and the heat that pearls, 

Yet more her ardent aspect beautifies : 

A fiery smile within her humid eyes, 

Trembling and tender, sparkles like a streak 
Of sunshine in blue fountains ; as she sighs, 

She o'er him hangs; he oq her white breast sleek 
Pillowing his head reclines, cheek blushing turned to check* 


So passes, io tlic transit of a day, 

Of mortal life the Tcrduro and the bloom, 

Nor will the sunshine of a second May 
The leaf re-open, or the flower relume ; 

Gather tne rose then in its ruthe^perfamo 
Andmomingf beauty, ere the skies above 
O'ereost the landscape with funereal gloom; 

Whilst, lo^ed and loving, none the bliss reprove, 

Row, whilst it yet is youth, pluck, pluck the rose of love f* 
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XIX. 

His hungry eye-balls, fixt upon her face, 

For her dear beauty pine themselves away; 

She bows her head, and in a fond embrace, 

Sweet kisses snatches, betwixt war and play, 

Now of his just touched eyes, in wilder prey 
Now of his coral lips; therewith he heaves 
Sighs deep as though his spirit winged its way 
To transmigrate in her : amidst the leaves, 

This amorous dalliance all each watchful knight perceives. 

Xi. 

A polished glass, whose sheen the stars excelled. 

Strange arms! hung pendant at llinaldo’s thigh; 

He-rose, and to the fair the crystal held, 

Her chosen page in each loYe-myaiery : 

Both — she with smiling, he with glowing eye, 

Mark but one scene of^all the scenes they view; 

Her angel form and aspect they descry, • 

She in the glass, he, fond enthusiast! through 
A sweeter medium far — her eyes of , heavenly blue. 

XXI. 

She in herself, he glories but^in her; 

He proud of bondage, of her empire she; 

“ And why," he murmursr, “so to this recur? 

Turn my beloved, turn thine 03/es on me — 

Those smiling eyes, that no less blessed be, 

Than blessed make; ah, know’st thou not, that best 
They in mine eye-balls must thy beauty see? 

And know’st thou not thy graces are expressed 
Less clear in this gay glass than in my faittiful breast! 

XXII. 

“ Though me thou scorn, thou might’st at least consent 
To mark thine own most interesting face; 

Those looks, else unrepaid, must rest content 
With joy, if on thepiselves themselves they place; 

80 rare an image can no crystal trace, 

No glass a perfect Eden can comprise 
In its small round; to see aright thy gr-ace 
Thou must consult the mirror of the skies; • 

Heaven is thy glass, the stars reflect thy sparkling eyes." 
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XXIU. 

Armida smiled at this, yet not the less 
Kept to her toilet, gathering up behind 
Her hair, restricting each resplendent tress 
That in loose tangles vrantoned in the wind; 

The less she curled in rings, and with them twined 
! Flowers that, like lazuli in gold, impressed 
I A deeper charm on the beholder’s mind; 

Then to the native lilies of her breast 
She joined the foreign rose, and smoothed her veil and veat 
i:* XXIV. 

Not Juno’s bird such beauty spreads to show 
In her eyed plumes so ravishingly bright, 

Nor Iris such, when her celestial bow 

Spans the dark cloud with gold and purple light; 

But rich beyond all richness shines to sight 
The glorious cest which ’t is her Wont to wear 
At all times, e’^n though naked, and at night; 

A local shape she gave to things of air. 

And in it blended all of lovely, sweet, and rare: — 

XXV. 

Tender disdains, repulses mild, feigned fears, 

Kind looks, sweet reconcilements, blissful stings. 

Smiles, little love-words, sighs', delicious tears, 

Hopes, turtle kisses, music, marriage rings; 

Embraces dear, and all ambrosial things 
Slio fused, commingled slowly in the chaste 
Bright fire, attempered in cool Lydian springs, 

And fashioned thus this talisman of Taste, 

Which, in itself a charm, clasps round her charming waists 

XXVI. 

At length, their courtship o’er, she farewell took, 

Gave him a kiss, sighed, smiled, and went her way; 

For o’er the pages of her magic book, 

Murmuring her charms, she spent some hours each day. 

He, by a kind of charm compelled to stay. 

Remained; for not one moment from these groves 
Her jealous fear allowed his steps to stray: 

Alone mid bees, birds, fountains, flowers, alcoves, 

And grots, save when with her, the hermit lover roves. 



864 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. CavtoXVL 

XXVII. 

But when the soft and silent shade recals 
The ready lovers to their stolen delights^ 

Under one roof within the palace walls 
They meet, and happy pass harmonious nights. 

Now when Armida for severer rites 
Had left her hermit love, her pleasant play, 

And variegated garden, the two knights, 

From the green bushes, where concealed they lay, 

Bushed forth in radiant arms whose light enriclied the day. 

XXVIII. 

As the fierce steed, from busy war withdrawn 
Awhile to riot in voluptuous ease. 

Midst his loved mares loose^ wantons o’er the lawn, 

If chanco he hears once more upop the breeze 

The spirit-stirring trumpet sound, or sees 
Tlie flash of armour, thither, far or near, 

He bounds, he neighs, he prances o’er the leas, 

Burning to whirl to war the charioteer, 

Clash with the rattling car, and knap the sparkling spear. 

XXIX, 

So fared Rinaldo, when the sadden rays 
Of their bright armour on his eye-balls boat ; 

At once those lightnings set his soul ablaze, 

His ardour mounts to all its ancient heat ; 

Their vivid beam his sparkling eyes repeat, 

Drowned though he was, and drunken with the wine 
Of siren wantonness : on footsteps fleet, 

Ubald meanwhile to where he lay supine 
Came, and the diamond shield turned to him, pure and fine. 

XXX. 

Upon the lucid glass his eyes he rolled, 

And all his delicacy saw: his dress, 

Breathing rich odours, how it glesimed with gold ! 

How trimly curled was each lascivious tress ! 

And with what lady-like luxuriousness 
His ornamented sword addressed his side ! 

So wrapt with flowers it swung, that none could guess 
If *t lyas a wounding weapon, or applied 
'As a fantastic toy, voluptuous eyes to pride. 
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• XXXL 

As one by heavy sleep in bondage held. 

Comes to himself when the long dream takes flight, 

So woke the youth when he himself beheld, 

Nor could endure the satire of the sight : 
i Down fell his looks; and instantly, in spite 
! Of. recollected pride, the colour came 
1 Across his face;— in this embarrassed plight, 

J A tliousand times he wished himself in flame, 

(j^cean, in earth, the* abyss, to shun the glowing shame. 

I XXXII. 

Then spake Ubaldo ; “ Hearken and give car ! 

Asia and Europe to the battle crowd ; 

Whoever counts or faith or glory dear, 

Stands to the strife for Christ against Mahmoud. 

Thcc, son of Bcrthold, thee alone, the vowed 
To honour and renown, loose idlesse charms 
To a small angle of the world, more proud 
To play the lover in a lady's arms, 

Than champiori deathless — thee only nought alarms ! 

XXXIII, 

“What sleep, what Icthargj^ what base delights 
Have melted down thy manhood, quenched thy zeal ? 

Up ! up ! thee Godfrey, thee the camp invites ; 

For thee bright Victory stays her chariot wheel. 

Come, fated warrior, set the final seal 
To our emprise ! thy coming all expect ; 

Let the false Saracens confounded feel 
That sword from which no armour can j)rotect; 

Haste, and in total death destroy the impious sect!' 

XXXIV. 

Ho ceased ; the noble Infant for a space 
Stood stupifled, attempting no defence ; 

But soon as bashfulness to scorn gave place, 

Scorn, the fine champion of indignant ‘sense, 

Then, vrith a yet diviner eloquence, 

Another redness than of shame rushed o'er 
Hia cheeks, almost atoning his offence ; 

The rich embroidered ornaments he wor^ 

Away with hasty hand indignantly he tore. 
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XXXV. • 

Begone he would, and through the intricate 
Labyrinth of galleries from the garden fled ; 

Meanwhile Armida, by the regal gate 
Starts to behold her savage keeper dead. 

At first a vague suspicion, a blind dread. 

Then a quick feeling of the fatal truth 
Instinctive flashed across her mind; her head 
She turned, and saw (too cruel sight !) the youth 
Haste from her blest abc^e, without concern or ruth. 

XXXVI. 

“Oh cruel ! Icav'st thou then Armida spumed 
She would have said, but choking sorrow drowned 
Tlio issuing cry, and the faint words returned 
With bitter echo in her heart to .sound : 

Poor wretch ! her happiness its term has found ; 

A power and wisdom above hers constrain 
The youth to hurry from the* enchanted ground 
With so much speed ; she sees it, and in vain 
Tries all her wonted arts, the recreant to retain. 

XXXVII. 

All dreadful strains that e*ei Thessalian lips 
Sjpoke to lost spirits, every potent spell 
That could arrest the planets, or eclipse, 

And call up demons discnchaincd from hell, 

She knew, she tried, yet could not now compel 
One gibbering ghost to answer to her cry ; 

Thus she gave o’er her incantations fell, 

And would essay if stronger sorcery 
Dwelt in pale Beauty's tear and supplicating eye. 

XXXVIII. 

Careless of honour, off she ran, she flew ; 

Where are her vaunts, ah, where her triumphs now I 
She who the total sway of Love o’erthrew. 

And judgment gave but by her bending brow ; 

And like her pride was her disdain ! oh how, 

Loving their love, did she her slaves despise ! 

Herself alone could she at all allow 
To pleasure her, nor aught in man could prise, 

Beyond the’ effect product by her two radiant eyes. 
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XXXIX. 

Left and negleoted now^ she follows swift 
Him who forsakes her in his careless scorn ; 

And summons all her tears up, the poor gift 
Of 4)er rejected beauty to adorn : 

Headlong she runs, unchecked by brier or thorn ; 

. O’er rugged Alpine rocks and glaciers hoar 
Her tender feet adventure to be tom ; 

Loud cries, as messengers, she sends before, 

Winch reach not him, till he has reached the winding diore 
j XL. 

/ Madly she cries ; “ Oh cruel fugitive ! 

I That bear’st with thee my dearer half away, 

Either take this, or that restore, or give 
Death to them both together;* stay^ 0 stay! 

Let my last words to thee at least find way, 

I say not kisses : these sweet gifts*from thee 
Some worthier favourite may receive, delay 
Thy flight, unkind ! what dost thou fear from me f 
Thou caiist as well refu8e,i when thou hast ceased to flee.” 

XLI. 

“ Signior,” said then Ubaldo, to refuse 
Her wish, would be unkindness too severe; 

Most sweetly bathed in sorrow'5 briny dews, 

Armed with fond prayers and beauty she draws near f 
Thy tempted virtue will shine forth more clear, 

If, listening to the siren, thou remain 
Proof to her winning voice and starting tear ; 

So reason shall resume her peaceful reign 
O’er sense, and thus refined, her native light regain.’* 

XLII. 

At this he stayed until she reached the shore ; 

Pale she came up, faint, breathless, all in tears, 

And mournful past expression ; but the more 
She mourns, her beauty more divine appears : 

Eager she eyes him ; but mistrustful fears, 

Disdain, amazement, or excess of woe 
Keeps her quite mute; Binaldo volunteers 
No look, no glance at her, at least in showi 
But stands with bashful eyes at stealth unclosing dow 
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XLin, 

As skilful singers, ere they strain on high 
Their voice in the loud song's symphonious flow. 

Prepare the mind for the full harmony, 

By sweetest preludes, warbled soft and low : 

Thus she, who had not, e'en in deepest woe, 

Wholly lost memory of her fraudful art, 

First breathed a symphony of sighs forth, so 
By just degrees to ])rcdispose the heart, 

To which her words the print of pity would impart. 

XLIV. 

Then thus ; “ Expect not I shall fondly bow, 

Cruel ! to thee, as loves to lovers should ; 

Such once we wore — ^if such no longer now, 

If e'en the thought of thine impassioned mood 
Move thy displeasure, as I judgC, bC WOOCd, 

At least, my mournfut plea to entertain 
As foemen the proud prayers of foes subdued ; 

My suit is such, as thou with little pain • 

Mayst grant, and yet keep all thy harshness and disdain. 

XLV. 

“ If me thou hate, and in it tak'st delight. 

Hate on, I come not to disturb thy joy ; 

Just it may seem, just be it, for with spite 
Thy sect, thyself I laboured to destroy ! 

What fierce expedients did I not employ, 

A Pagan born, to sop your power ! nay, more, 

Thee did I hate, thee chase, and thee decoy 
To the strange borders of an unknown shore, 

Far from the clin of arms, where only sea-waves roar, 

XLVI. 

“ And, which seems most, to move thy grief and shame, 
Add with how much of tender, kind, and sweet 
Thy frozen heart 1 fondled into flame. 

An impious fondness, sure, a vile deceit ! 

To let my virgin fruit be plucked and eat ; 

My blooms be spoiled ; my tamelessness subdued, 

And cast my beauties at a tyrant’s feet ! 

Those youthful charms for which a thousand sued. 

To a mere stranger given, unhoped, unwished, unwooed ! 
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XLVII. 

Yes ! number them amongst my sins, and let 
These many crimes against thee hasten more 
Thy prompt departure ; heed not, but forget 
This l^y fair mansion, so beloved before ! 

Go, pass the seas ; fight, glut thyself with gore ; 

Quick to the task ! I bid thee o^er the brine ; 

'Destroy our faith — ^'t will be but what you swore ; 

What say T? ours ? ah no! not mine! not mine ! 

I, cruel idol ! seek alone thy reverenced shrine! 

\ XT.VIII. 

Let me but follow thee ! 't is all I crave ; 

.This niightst thou grant, though I had proved unkind ; 
‘Seldom the conqueror parts without his slave, 

/The rubber rarely leaves his prey behind: 

I Mo with thy other ha]>h3ss prisoners bind 
For exhibition ; to eaelv other aim 
At praiseful acts, let this, I pray, be joined — 

That all may point the* finger, and exclaim, 

‘ There the proud scorner goes, now scorned with equal shame !’ 
• • XLIX, 

“ A bondslave spurned, why longer do I keep 
'» My loc^ks unshorn, by thee now rendered vile ? 

Cut them clean off! the ground fhey shall not sweep. 

To mock the misery of my servile style. 

Thee 'will 1 follow from this hated isle ; 

Tlioe, when most fervent glows the fight, pursue 
Through ho.stile crowds ; I sliall not want the while 
Spirit or strength a thousand things to do, — 

Bear darts, guide steeds, and strain myself the bending yew. 

L. 

“ Either thy shield or shield-bearer, which best 
May please thee, I in thy defence will be ; 

Nor spare my person — ^through this throat and breast 
The sword shall pass, before it injures thee ; 

The foe will scarce have so much cruelty 
As to strike then, but will perhaps direct 
Their darts elsewhere, not to endanger me ; 

And smother their fierce vengeance, in respect 
Of these poor chifi ms, to whicli thou dost such strange neglect. 

r 
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LI. 

Wretch ! do 1 still presume, still place my worth 
In these scorned charms, which nothing can obtain !” 

More would she say, but bitter tears gush forth, 

Like springs from Alpine rocks, or falling rain ; ^ 

She sought to grasp his hand ; she sought to strain. 

In suppliant attitude, his robes ; but no — 

Himself he curbed, his tenderness restrained. 

And started back ; love found no entrance, though 
The swelling tears rose high, and stood prepared to flow. 

LIT. 

Love entered not, to fan within his breast 
The ancient llame which reason had congealed ; 

But Pity entered in its place at least. 

Love’s chaste companion, ever prone to yield ; 

And touched him so, that scai'cely he concealed, 

Scarce, with much pain, the yearning tears repressed ; 

Yet, though she loudly to his heart appealed. 

The fond emotion he within compressed. 

And when he could, the fair thus tranquilly addressed. 

LIII. ' 

“ I fool for thcc, Armida ! if my powers 
Were such, how gladly would I cure the pain 
Of the ill-starred warm passion that devours 
Thy soul — I have lao hatred, tjo disdain ; 

No wish for vengeance mo' cs me ; peace I fain 
Would give thee ! wrongs 1 know not of, much less 
Thee as a slave or foe would 1 retain ; 

True, thou hast erred ; and now all tenderness, 

Now all dislike, hast loved and hated to excess : 

LIV. 

But these are frailties shared by all, and them 
Thy native laws, thy sex, and youth excuse ; 

I too have sinned, nor thee can I condemn, 

If thou to pardon mo dost not refuse. 

Midst the dear images I ne’er can lose, 

Thine shall be dearest still ; on thee, sweet maid. 

In joy and woo ’t will be my bliss to muse ; 

Thy champion still — ^thou still shalt be obeyed. 

Tar as with honour suits, and our divine crusade. 
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LV. 

Let now our mutual faults and follies cease, 

And with our faults our shame too have an end ; 

And in this lonely island sleep in peace 
Theit sad sweet memories, let them here descend 
As to the silent grave ; where’er I 'wend, 

Tins only act of mine let no one trace, 

, None whisper to the wind ; nor thou, dear friend, 

; Do, I implore thee, aught that would debase 

Thy name, thy worth, thy charms, or shame thy princely race \ 

LVI. 

“ Farewell ! I go ; thy wishes must be vain, 

Fate grants them not ; Armida, thou art wise ! 

Or go some happier way, or here remain, 
j And calm the thoughts that to such wildness rise.” 

) She, whilst the pensiver warrior thus replies, 

I Restless, disturbed, could scarce l^er passion stay ; 

Long time she rolled^oii him her angry eyes. 

Nor know in what fierce terms her scorn to say ; 

At length the storin broke loose, and these mad wonls found 
way : — 

LyiL 

‘‘ Thee no Sophia bore, no Azzo gave 
Blood for thy being ! thy fierce parents were 
The icy Caucasus, the mad sea-wave, 

Some Indian tiger or Hyrcanian bear ! 

Why should I longer fawn ? did the man e er 
Show but one sign of warm humanity ? 

Changed he his colour at my sharp despair / 

Did he but dash one tear-drop from his eye if 
Or breathe for all my pangs a single suffering sigh ? 

LVIII. 

What things shall I pass over, what repeat ? 

He swears he ’s mine, yet with the whirlwind flies ; 

Good, merciful, kind victor! to forget, 

And pardon your fond foe's indignities. 

Hear how he counsels ! hark but to his wise 
And modest words ! this coy Xenocrates, 

Hear how he^ talks of love ! O Gods ! 0 skies I 
And can you suffer holy men like these, 

To burn your towers and towns, and act what sins they please! 

y 2 
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LIX. 

Begone, fa.i.G wretch, with all that peace of mind 
Tliy treason leaves to me ! begone, I say ! 

*Sooii shall iiiy ghost, a haunting shade behind, 

From which thou canst not tear thyself away, 

Dog all thy thoughts by night, thy steps by day ; 

With snakes and torches, a new Fury, I, 

Much ai 1 loved thee, so niiieli will dismay ; 

And if it be tliy fate the strife to try, 

Scaped from the roaring waves and tempests of the sky — 

LX. 

“ There, midst tlie dead and dying, thou slialt fall, 

And pay for all my wrongs, false chevalier! 

Oft on Arinida's name distracted call, 

In thy last groans, whicli soon I liope to hoar 1” 

But there the moiirnor's spirit failed, nor clear 
Were the last accents ; her sweet colour flies, 

She faints, she falls, her speaking l\ps adhere, 

An icy sweat on her cold forehead lies, 

Droops her dejected head, and close her radiant eyes. 

LXI. 

Thine eyes are closed, Arniida ; the stern powers 
Of late deny all solace to thy woe ; 

Look u]>, poor girl, and see what bitter showers 
Stream from tluj eyes of ihin*^ imagined foe ! 

Couldst thou but hoar his sighr^, couldst thou but know 
The pain he fliols, it must thy love renew, 

And ill thy bitter cup fresh sw'cetnoss throw ; 

All that he cjin, he gives to thee, still true, 

And takes (thou think’st it not), a last — a fond adieu. 

LXII. 

Wliat should he do ? leave on the naked sands 
The Lady thus, betwixt alive and dead? 

Pity forbids, and courtesy withstands, 

But hard necessity compels — \ is sped ; 

One farewell kiss — he parts ; the grot they tread. 

And launch from land ; mild blow the western gales 
Midst the rich tresses of the pilot’s head ; 

Fast o’er green ocean glide the golden saila : 

To land he looks, till land his grieving vision fails. 
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LXIII. 

Waked from her trance, Armida, with a start, 

Looked round her — all was silence ; all was shade ; 

And is he gone ? " she said, “ and had he heart 
To leave me thus, nor for a moment stayed, 

In doubt of life or death, a little aid 
To lend ? nor for one moment lingered o'er, 

To watch the pale, mute ruin he liad made ? 

, And do I love him still, and on this shore 
jWith folded arms still sit, still unrevenged deplore ? 

I ' LXIV. 

I “ Wliy weep I longer ? other arms and arts 
(Command 1 not ? I will the Avrctch pursue ; 

Nor shall the deep o'er which his bark departs, 

Nor heaven's high vault secure him from his due; 

/ I will o’ertake him; (‘leave his heart in two, 

And hang his scv(}red head upou*i spot 
Where all like traitoVs may the monster view ; 

Versed as he is 'in guile, 1 will outplob 
Ilis brain — alils, I rave ! •! talk I know not wdiat ! 

LXV. 

‘‘ Then, wretched girl ! thoft sliouldst have wreaked thy hate, 
When he lay safely curling in thy chain; 

Tliat had been something wortli ! now all too late 
Come thy hot wrath and thy incensed disdain ! 

But, if my beauty and ingenious brain 

Can nothing here, not fruitless shall this strong 

And passionate desire of mine remain ; 

Oh my scorned charms I yours, yours was all the wrong ; 

To you shall the dear task of vengeance now belong. 

LXVI. 

“ These charms of mine sliall be the fixed reward 
Of him who slays the man ! your swords prepare, 

Oh my famed lovers ! though the task seem hard. 

Yet great and glorious is the deed you dare : 

1, who in independent state shall wear 
The crown of rich Damascus, will be nigh. 

In guerdon of the victim ; if this rare 
Reward ap[{ear too poor, revenge to buy, 

Nature ! I thank thee not for charms ill praised so high. 
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False, fatal gifts ! I spurn you back ; I scorn 
The hated kingdom which I have to give ; 

I hate my life, the hour when I was born, 

Alone in hope of sweet revenge 1 live ! " 

111 broken words, enraged, thus does she grieve. 

Thus rave ; then tui’iis with a distracted pace 
From the lone shore, the moments to retrieve ; 

Showing what fury in her heart found place, 

Hy her dishevelh-^l hair, fierce eyes, and crimsoning fiic<-. 

LXVIII. 

Reached her abode, with foaming lips she called 
Thrcie hundred gliosts from Tartarus the dun ; 

Black clouds the tranquil fare of heaven appalled, 

Bale in a moment grew the' eternal sun ; 

The whirlwinds blustered on the hills, air spun, 

Hell bellowed at her feet ; then might you hear 
Through the cncliaruud halls tlio damned run, 

Unchained and raging, now far-offi now near — 

Shrieks, hissings, yells, drear groam», and whisperings yet 
more drear. 

LXIX. 

A raven shade, more dark than darkest niglit, 

Cloaked all the hill, eiiliveuea by no ray, 

Save now and then dull fiashes of blue light, 

That made the following gloom yet more dismay : 

Slowly at length the blackness cleared away ; 

The round pale sun shone out, but nothing clear ; 
Gloomy the earth, the air was aught but gay, 

Nor of the palace did one trace appear, 

Nor would you venture now, e'en to exclaim, Twas here. 

LXX. 

As when the olouds at summer eve have drawn 
In air huge towers and temples, they remain 
Till wind or sunshine comes, and straight they're gone, 
Like a dream figured in the sick man’s brain : 

So melt the’ enchanted towers, with all their train 
Of rich delights, and leave but for the eye 
The hoary face of nature — the still main, 

Brown hills, and frowning woods. Her chariot nigh 
She as is usual mounts, and fast away doth fly. 
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LXXl. 

The clouds she cleaves, and round her doth enrol 
Thunders and tempests, lightnings, wave, and wind ; 
The regions subject to the southern pole, 

And all their unknown natives left l)ehind, 

I Galpe she crossed ; nor, in her fretful mind, 

I Stooped to the Spaniard, or the Moor, but o'er 
I Tlie Midland Sea her winged car inclined ; 

[Nor to the right, nor to the left hand bore, 

Tall in mid air she reached the known Assyrian shore. 

; Lxjui. 

I Not now to fair Damascus does she post, 

I But shuns the aspect of her once dear land. 

And guides her chariot to the,Dcad Sea coast. 

Where the strongholds of the Enchantress stand. 
Alighting here, siie from her duteous band 
Of damsels and of pages hides her Tace, 

And, wandering lonely on the sea-beat strand, 
Fluctuates fijpm scheme to scheme in doubtful case, 

/But soon all shame to ragC and wished revenge gives place. 

LXXlIt. 

Yes, hence I will,” she cried, before his swarms 
The’ Egyptian king shall move in Sion's aid ; 

Each art reaetj remuster all my charms, 

To every uncouth thing my sex degrade, 

That may assist my purpose ; — ^undismayed. 

Handle the brand and bow, become the flame 
Of the most potent, and direct his blade ; 

Let me but have the just revenge I claim, 

Farewell, vain self-rospect! farewell, fond jnaiden shame ! 

* LXXIV. 

And for the faults I shall hereby commit, 

Let my sage guardian blame himself, not me ; 

He first to thoughts and offices unfit 
Set my frail sex and daring spirit free ; 

He made me first a gadding damsel, he 
Spurred on my ardour, loosed me from the rein 
Of timorous awe and shame-faced modesty ; 

His be the guilt of all then that may stain — 

411 1 have done through love, or may do through disdain.' 
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LXXV. 

Thus fixed, she gathered in, on Arab steeds, 

Damsels, and knights, and servitors in haste ; 

And in their sumptuous arms and woman’s weeds. 
Displayed at once her fortune and fine taste. 

Forward she set ; and, journeying the wild waste. 

Took nor repose by night, nor rest by day. 

Till her keen eye along the’ horizon traced 
The’ Egyptian hosts, that in their mailed array 
Wide o’er the siiiibright sands of antique Gaza lay. 


CANTO XVII 
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AROUUrXT. 

His coantless awanua the' Egyptian Prince review 
And 'gainst the Croiaoi sends ilicm torth ; Anuide. 
Who, still incensed, Ulnaldu’s death pursues, 

Joins wltli her train the hosts ere they proceed ; 
And, vrith the surer certainty and speed 
To wrcttl. her will, presents her charms divine. 

In gnerdon ofremge; tiie Hero, freed. 

Puts on InTulneroble arms, where shine 
In bold relief the deeds of his lllustrLous line. 
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I. 

Upon Judea's confines, on the way 
That leads to old Felusium, Gaza stands ; 

Built on the shore, it overlooks the bay, 

And on the east the bordering tract commands— 

A fruitless waste, a solitude of sands, 

Whicli, like the waters of the tossing main, 

The breathing whirlwind spreads o*er all the lands ; 

And scarce the pilgrim can his course maintain, 

^ [gainst the frequent storm that sweeps the* unstable plain. 

II. 

The Caliph's frontier city, it luid been 
Won from the Turk, the fruit of old debates ; 

And being situate nearest to the scene 
Of the vast entcrjirise he mtiditates, 

’ The scat of empire hither he translates 

From Cairo, bordering on the IleJ Sea cf»asts, 

His sumptuous Capit&l : from call his States 
The flower of warriors which each province boasts, 

He has assembled here, and musters now his hosts. 

III . 

Muse ! to my mind recal those by-gone times ; 

Say what was then the standing state of things ; 

What powers the Caliph moved, from what far climes, 
What troops of vassals, and what trains of kings ; 

The hosts, the leaders an<l the arms he brings 
From the wide Orient to the South, rehearse ! 

Thou, only thou hast power to' unlock the springs 
Of antique story, and assist my verse 
In arms to venture half the banded universe ! 

IV. 

When from the Grecian Ctesar Egypt first 
Rebelled, a warrior from the* Arabian Seer 
Sprung, in the same fierce superstition nursed, 

Tyrant became, and fixed his kingdom here : 

Califie the chief was called, a name of fear. 

And those who after him the sceptre held 
Took the same term, as Nile, from year to year, 

Her FharaoKb first, then Ftolemies beheld, 

Renewed from sire to son, till both this third expelled. 
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▼. 

Long yean their empire had confirmed, and no^r 
Behold its spacious bounds ! it comprehends 
Libya, from where the palms of Barca bow, 

Cyrenc towers, and Marmarica bends ; 

Thence, passing southward up the Nile, extends 
To where in lonely state Syene stands ; 

And, compassing unpeopled countries, ends 
In spicy sweet 8ab»a's happy lands, 

And where Euphrates winds Ins way through silent ssinds. 

VL 

To right and left in its embrace it boasts 
The rich Bed Sea and all its incensed shore. 

On to the regions of those ^!lastcrn coasts. 

Whose suns the Persian did wbilore adore ; 

Much is the kingdom in itself; but more. 

Killed by a king resolvibg to assert 
The ancient honours and renown it bore — 

A prince by blood, but more so by desertr, 

In every warlike art and policy expei«t. 

VII. 

Oft 'gainst the Persians, 'gainsft the Turks he reared 
His flag, assailing or assailed; the same, 

Conquering or con((uered, save that he appeared 
Greater, o’crcomo, than when he overcame : 

Now, grey w ith ago, he left the toilsome game, 

The soldier's hauberk for the caliph’s gow^ii, 

And sheathed his sabre ; but the warrior’s flame 
Still warmed his licart, nor did he yet lay down 
The’ ambitious will that grasped at limitless renowiL 

VIII. 

Still through bis ministers he wars, and yet 
So full of vigorous intellect appears, 

Tliat the vast frame of empire seems a weight 
Too slight to cumber much his wintry years« 

Libya through all her petty kingdoms fears 
His nod, and trembles at his naked blade; 

Bemotest India bis decree reveres ; 

And one and all .^end tributary aid, 

Either in troops, or gold, with prompt submission paid. 
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IX. 


Such was the king who from ca fth Orient realm 
Had summoned forth, and now impels the flower 
Of his vast forces northward, to o’erwhclm 
The conquering Franks, ana crush their rising power. 
Last comes Armida, in the very hour 
Fixed by the king his armies to survey, 

Apt for review : apart from tent and tower, 

On the vast plain the hosts, at break of day, 

Ifroudly before him pass in orderly array. 

X. 


High on a sumptuous throne he takes his seat, 

Climbed by a hundred ivory steps ; his tread 
Is upon gold and purple ; fropi the heat, 

A spacious sky of silver, shades his head ; 

In glittering iutorchango of white and red, 

Diamond and mines grace Ills rob&, not spare 
Of more barbaric ornaments ; instead 
Of the gemmed diadem, wliite linen fair, 

Wrapt round ifl thousand >folds, crowns high his reverend hair. 


XI. 


His right hand holds the sceptre — white as snow 
Descends his venerable beard ; serene 
With some severity, his eyes yel glow 
Witli their first fires, intelligent and keen : 

In all his acts the majesty was seen 
Of age and empire, majesty that knew 
No change of state ; perchance with such a mien 
Great Phidias sculptured, and Apelles drew 
Jove the divine, but Jove as he his thunders threw ! 

XII. 

Near him to right and left two Satraps stand, 
Pre-eminent, — ^the one of most renown 
Sustains the sword of justice in his hand, 
Unsheathed ; the other bears beneath his gown 
The’ imperial seal, and, counsel to the crown, 
Transacts the civil business of the state ; 

But he who wears a more habitual frown, 

Has powers ihore terrible — ^high magistrate, 
Prince of the hosts, and sworn exequtor of fate. 
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XIII. 

Below, a s4;an(iing guard around the throne, 

His Il^malukes plant their lances, thick and wide, 

Armed not with spears aiid cuirasses alone, 

But long curved sabres pendant at their side. 

Thus sato the Tyrant ; and at leisure eyed, 

From his high station, the collected cloud 
Of nations pass : ministrant to his pride, 

Low at his feet in passing, the mute crowd 
Their ensigns, arms, and plumes in meek devotion bowed. 

XIV. 

First march the' Egyptian troops, four squadrons, led 
Eaqli by a chief ; two in lier Upper plain 
Where heavenly Nile uprises, and two bred 
Amidst her Lower regions, a domain 
Won by his waters from the salt-sea main, — 

Their rich alluvial slime outstretched the shore. 

And, settling, formed a fruitful soil for grain ; 

Thus Egypt grew, and what w as sea belore, 

Is now far inland ground, obnoxious' to the oar. 

xy. 

In the first troop appear the dusky race 
Whom the rich plain of Alexandria breeds; 

With those who dwell along »hc coa-sts that face 
The glowing West, a region that suo(*ec'ds 
The Libyan Isthmus ; these Araspes leads, 

A proud and potent Chief, but less renoAvned 
For hardy valour than for crafty deeds, 

In every art of Moorish war profound, 

Skilled in false flights to' attack, in ambuscades to w^ound. 

XVI. 

Next come the tribes that front the morning star 
And Asian coasts ; they rank beneath the crest 
Of soft Arontes, whom no deeds of war, 

But rank and titles raise to some request. 

Ne’er has the helm till now his temples pres.so<l ; 

Nor e'er till now have the shrill serenades 
Of morning trumpets broke his pleasant rest ; 

But fond ambition him at last persuades 
To try the soldiei^s life and leave his native shmles. 
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The third that follows seems no single band, 

But a vast host ; it fills the fields and shores ; 

You’d think that all the harvests of the land 
Wore, for such swarms, an msiiflScIont store : 

Yet them a single City, ranked before 
Whole provinces in strength, wherein reside 
Myriads of men — Grand Ciiiro sends ; thence pour 
, The migliLy swarms that pass, troops yet untried 
111 the debates of war, and Oampson is their guide. 

-Win. 

Nc'xt under Gazel march tlie men who reap 
The gi’ain that in the bordering garden grows 
Far u]» the llivcr, to the lofty steep 
I O’er which its second cataraA foaming flows. 

' All tlic^c Egyptians haVe but swords and bows; 
l' No licliu their lujads, no cuirass fortifies 

Their breasts, but piyssing rich their vesture shows, 

* Which leads the foe in battle to despise 
j Chance ol' imj^ending death, in passion for the prize. 

XIX. 

Next come, half naked and.unarincd, the hordes 
Of P#arca, ranked bcuieath Alarcon’s sw\ay. 

Who for long ages with voraeiems swords 
Have ranged the deserts, and sustained by prey 
Their famished lives ; more civilised than they, 

But inexpert in marshalled war, succeed 
Those who Zumara's turbaned king obey, 

And them from Tripoli ; they both exceed 
In flying tights, and wound with all a Parthian’s speed. 

XX. 

Then follow those who in Arabia dwell, 

The Stony, and the Happy land, which knows 
Neither (if true the tales that pilgrims tell) 

The’ excess of summer heats or winter snows : 

Where flourishes the balm, the spikenard blows ; 

Where dies the' immortal Phoenix to assume 
Fresh life, with leaves of myrtle and of rose, 

And each dlyiner plant of sweet perfume, 

Building at once her bower, her cradle, and her tomb. 
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With bow and sclmetar resembling those 
The' Egyptians bear, less dainty is their dress ; 

Their dark array the Bedouin Arabs close, 

Who no fixt region or abodes possess ; 

But o’er the wild unstable wilderness 
Their migratory tents and cities betir, 

Perpetual pilgrims ; womenlike, not less 

Shrill are their voices, short their forms and spare, 

Long their wild raven locks, their faces just as fair. 

XXTI. 

Long Indian canes, with iron tipt, they bear, 

And upon steeds so nimble sweep along, 

You’d say a whirlwind l)lew them past, if e’er 
The wings of whirlwinds hud a speed so strong. 

Syphax the first undLsciplined rude throng 
Commands ; the next \ldino trains for fight ; 

The rest to fierce Albiazar belong, 

Whom rapine, wounds, and blood alone delight, 

A sort of kingly thief — a murderer, not a knight. 

XXIII. 

Then pass tlie Islanders with fleecy curls, 

Whose homos are compassed by the’ Arabian waves ; 

By wliom those shells which breed the Persian pearls 
Are dived and fished for, in their (Irccn-Sca caves. 
With them arc joined a host of sable slaves, 

Negroes, along the coasts of Nubia, born ; 

Foremost of those king Agriealt outbraves 
The best, while those obey Osniida’s horn, 

A wretch that mocks at faith, and laughs all law to scorn. 

XXIV. 

The Isle of Mcroo next its Ethiops sends, 

Which Nilus there, and Astrabora here 

Gird with their waves ; three realms it comprehends, 

And two religions in its spacious sphere : 

Them young Ganario leads, and Asimire, 

Both monarchs, both Mahometans, and both 
The Caliph’s tributary friends ; but here 
The third comes not — ^the Caliph would be loth 
Or to employ his arms, or trust his Christian oath. 
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Two other subject kings, in brave array, 

Bring up their archers next, a goodly band ; 

The first from Ormus, which the Persian bay 
Encompasses, a rich luxurious land — 

The last from Boccan, whoso banks of sand, 

The* embracing ocean at high tide sweeps o'er, 

And forms an isle ; but shortly, from its strand, 

When the tide ebbs, men scorn the billows' roar, 

And with unmolstencd foot pass safe from shore to shore. 

XXVI. 

Nor could a much-lovcd wife, great Altamore, 

Thee in her litippy bridal betl detain ; 

Her breast she beat, her golden tresses tore, 

To stay thy fatal voyage, but? in vain. 

Cruel !” she said, has then the frightful main 
A face than mine more lovely or iviore mild ? 

And can it seem inorp pleasant to sustain 
The sword and sliield with bloody dust defiled. 

Than kiss thy ponsort’s cheek, and dance thine infant child ?" 

XXVIT. 

He is the king of Samarcand; his crown 
Is free, but not in this his glories dwell ; 

Well versed in arms, his courage and renown 
All others' courage and renown excel ; 

The’ unconscious Franks shall know it but too well, 
Already have they cause to fcai* his face : 

His soldiers, each rude weapon to repel, 

Wear coats of mail, fine htdms their temples grace, 

Their thighs the sword display, their saddle-bows the mace, 

XXVIII. 

Lo, next, where fierce Adrastus from far Ind, 

Aurora’s land, comes frowning ! he nor bears 
Breastplate nor helm, but for a charm, behind, 

A rich grto-n snake-skin streaked with sable wears: 

Thus armed, all dangers of the fight he dares ; 

Upon a monstrous elephant he rides, 

His constant wont when he for war prepares ; 

From this side Ganges he the people guides, 

That live where Indus rolls to sea his mighty tideSi 
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XXIX. 

Next come the king^s own troops, choice warriors, classed 
The flower of Memphian chivalry; all those 
Who with most honour and renown had passed 
Through peace and war, this body-guard compose : 

Armed for security and fear, each shows 
A barb obedient to his armed heel ; 

And heaven itself smiles, sparkles, shines, and glows 
From their array — as round the flehl they wlicel — 

Helm, cuirass, mantle, ])lumc ; gems, crimson, gold, and steel 

XXX. 

Here rides Alari'o fierce, and Odemar, 

Marshaller of armies ; Idraotc, Rimedon, 

For proud audacity renowned afar, 

Who laughs at death, and Vfeils his plume to none ; 
Rapoldo, glorious for his murders’ done, 

Corsair and tyrant of the sea ; inflamed 
Tigranes, Ormond, whom the mighty shun, 

And Marlabust Arabicus, surnamed 
From the rebellious hordes his sword so oft has tamed. 

XXXT. 

Orindo, Pirga, Avimon, Tlrimarto, 

Sealer of towns, are here with swift Siphantc, 

Tamer of steeds ; and, of the wrosllcr’s art 
Thou the great master, strong Aridamante ! 

And, foremost upon tower and crag to plant 
His standard, thun<lerbolt of war, severe 
Young Tisaphernos ! with wliom none can \aunt 
Like skill in tilt, or tourney to career, 

On foot the sworJ to w ave, in selle to toss the spear. 

XXXTT. 

A brave Armenian guides them, who in youth, 

• Unfixed in Christ, Mahometan became ; 

Then Clement he was called, but from the truth 
Departing, Emirene is now his name ; 

In all besides a man of noble fame, 

Dear to the Caliph above all his band 
Of Satraps — equal honour may ho claim, 

Soldier or chief, in action or command, 

For wisdom, dauntless heart, and valiant strength of hand 
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XXXIU. 

All were now passed ; when lo ! in splendid state 
Appears Armida, and her troop displays ; 

With robes succinct, liigh on her car she sate, 

Amftd like quivered Goddess of the chase. 

The new displeasure in her angel face 
Mixed with the native sweetness which it wore, 

To its fine features gave but sharper grace ; . 
j Wounded herself, deep ^rounds and torments sore 
»he seems, incensed, to threat, and threatening charms the more. 
IXXIV. 

Her car, that glorious as Aurora’s rolled. 

With rubies, pearls, and hyacinths glistered clear ; 

Four pairs of unicorns, with yokes of gold, 

Pass to tlie rich reins of. the charioteer. 

I A hundred pages and- lair girls appear 
■ Near her, whose quivers at their backs resound ; 

Smart archers all, they o er the plain career 
< On milk-white steeds, well practised to wheel round, 

And swift with* horny hoofs spurn back the’ indented ground. 

XXXV. 

Her army follows, from Damascus sent 
By Idi'aote, and led by Aradine^; — 

As when the new-born Phucuix makes ascent 
To visit tlie warm realms beneath the Line, 

With golden crown, starred wings, and necklace fine 
Of all rich feathers — purple, crimson, green, 

A sparkling carcaiiet — her state divine 
The world beholds amazed, and round their queen 
A crowd of awestruck birds fly, glorying in her sheen. 

IXXVI. 

So passed Armida, so Annida shined 
In habit, gesture, and commanding grace ! 

Nor was there one so stern and uninclined 
To love, but glowed those beauties to embrace. 

If she can charm in this her sullen case 
Nations so various, in so short a while, 

What will she do when with a happy face 
She pays court to them in her sweetest style. 

Wooes with her radiant eyes, and thrills with hdr fond smile! 

s 
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XXXVII. 

But when slic* too in her oclniired costume 
Had passed applauded, and the pageant closed, 

The king for Enieriiio sent, to whom. 

Preferred to all Ids captains, he proposed 
To give the sole direction of the host ; 

Divining his intent the Chief attends, 

And with an air that shows him for the post 
Weli-wortliy, comes — ^tlie guard asunder rends, 

Leaving a midway path, and he tlie throne aseenila. 

. XXX VIII. 

He bows his head, he bends his knee, his hand 
Lays on Ids heart, and thus the king : 'i'o thee 
This sceptre, Efjiircne, to thy command, 

I yield these hosts — rule tliou in lieu of me ; 

Setting the subject king of Judah O'oe, ^ 

Bear not the sword of niy revenge in vain ; 

Go, see, and conquer! let no Ghrisftian be 
Saved from the slaughter, or, if some reiuaiu, 

Let them to me be brought, and ill) no gentle^eliain, " 

XXXIX. 

Thus spoke the Tyrant ; and the turbaned Peer, 

Tlie sovereign rule ueeeptiiig, thus replied : 

From thy unconqueretF hand, blest Sire, 1 here 
The sceptre take, with fortune for my guide ! 

Strong in tliy streiigtli, th.y capuiin, 1 cunlidc 

Herein to’ avenge upon the Latin race 

All Asia's wrongs ; but tins let strokes decide ; 

Ne'er but as victor will 1 see thy face ; 

The war our death may bring — ^it shall not bring disgi .n^' 

XL. 

Heaven grant, if ill (though none indeed 1 dread) 

Should be ordained to trouble our success, 

The whole black storm may burst upon iiiy licad ! 

Safe be tlie host, and its dead leader less 
In funeral sorrow than the happiness 
Of pomp triumphal home be borne along 1 " 

Thus spake the Chief ; and closing his address, 

Loud shouts arose from all that mighty throng, 

With harsh barbaric sounds from atabal and gong. 
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XLI. 

Midst this wild music and these shouts, the king, 

Girt by his brave Circassians, left the throne 
For the gay tont, and to rich banqueting 
The^Cliicfs irii^itiug, took )iis seat alone ; 

Whence, now rich dainties, now in pleasant tone 
He graceful ccnijdiments to each addres.scd, 

Not one neglecting ; here when all were flown 
With mirth, the wiiuvcup circling with the jest, 

Fit space Arniida found, her project to digest. 

XLII. 

But, the feast fintshcHl, and all eyes intent 
On her fair aspe‘*t, fbe, who clearly read 
By well-known signs mat to j^er heart s content 
Her pleasing poison in all minds was shod, 

Bose, turned towards tiie king her graceful head, 

And, in an attitude ^twixt grief an*i cheer, 

Bovereiice and inborrf haughtiness, thus said ; 
Studying in voice and gesture to appear, 

Much as she eduld^ serene, fierce, generous, ami severe. 

XLIIl. 

“ I too am come, great king*! to dare the w'orst, 

Firm for our faith, out country,^ and onr right ; 

A Lady, true, but in a palace nurs(;d — 

A Pi'iiiceas sure may well become the tight. 

Who hopes to rule an empire, sliould not slight 

One brave accomplishment — the self-same- hand 
Should poise the spear or sceptre; mine shall smite, 
(Nor slow, nor torpitl to the bow or brand,) 

And learn with focman’s blood to fertilise the land. 

xuv. 

“ Think net that now for the f\r>t time the star 
Of glory lights rie to this noble aim ; 
riiat only now I have been prompt by war 
To' ujdiold our laws, and fortify the frame 
Of thy vast empire ! whether what I name 
Be true, or uttered out of vain parade, 

Thou shouldst thyself remember — ^thou my fame 
Hast heard— -wbat troops of those who bear displayed 
The Bcdcross, Nobles all, my captive slaves I matlo: — 

z 2 
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XLV. 

“ They in niy snares were taken, were secured, 

And as a nohlc gift to thee were sent, 

And might have lain perpetually inimiirod 
In thy dark dungeons — such was mine intent— 

So hadst thou now gone forth more confident 
Of ending, by a glorious victory. 

The desperate conflict upon which w^e 're bent, 

Had not Binaldo, doomed our curse to be, 

Slain my appointed guards, and set the prisoners free. 

XLVI. 

“ Who this Ainaldo is, is not unknown ; 

The^ world 's but too much pestered with his name ; 

This is the savage who has overthrown 
Our ho]ics, nor have I yet avenged the shame. 

Hence does fierce anger, with just cause, inflame 
My rising spirit ; hence does it inspire 
This my resolve to arms ; I am all flame ; 

For other wrongs I have, but they would tire, 

Lot what is said suffice ; revenge is my desire. 

XLvn. 

And I revenge will have ! iill shafts the skies 
Gut not in vain, some work the shooter’s will ; 

And Allah ot't his red right hand applies 
To dart his bolts against triumphant ill. 

But lo ! if any will the rutflan kill, 

Cut off the head I so much hate to see, 

And cast it reeking at my feet, his skill 
Shall have my thanks ; the vengeance sweet will Ijc 
But oh, ten times more swmet, if wrought indeed by me 

XLVIII. 

Yes, ’twill be sweet ; so sweet, I will resign 
What most I prize, what numbers vainly sued, 

My crown, my marriage portion, and, in fine, 

Myself, if that be the reward he would. 

All these 1 vow, and make my promise good 
By the firm oath ; all solemnly I swear 
Inviolable faith and gratitude 
•Through life ; if any think the proffer fair, 

Let him in terms as frank the rising thought declare i" 
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XLIX. 

When thus the Lady had proclaimed her mind, 

Adrastus, greedy of her charms, replied ; 

** Now Heaven forbid thy shafts should be so kind 
As to destroy the barbarous homicide ! 

So base a heart — does it deserve,” he cried, 

“ That thou, fair Amazon, its blood should shed f 
Forego the thought ! and in my arm coniide 
To gratify thy wrath, revenge the dead. 

And at thy saintly feet to roll his odious head ! 

L. 

“I’ll pluck his heart out; to the vultures I 
AVill, joint by joint, liis carcase, cast !” thus spoke 
The swarthy Indian ; but his vaunting liigh 
The gallant Tisajiliernes ill could brook ; 

“ And who,” he cried, with anger in his look, 

“ Art thou, who giv'st thyself such gorgeous airs 
Before the king, nor-fcar’st our fierce rebuke ? 

Look round ! here’s one perchance at least that dares 
Outacc thy mighty vaunts, though more his words ho spares.” 

LI. 

Quick tho fierce Indian ausfWcred ; “ I am one 
Whoso deeds were never by his words surpassed ; 

But if elsewhere thy insolence bad run 
To such excess, the insult were thy last.” 

And here from threats to blows they soon had passed, 

But all re])resscd the quarrel, and between 
Both chicts the monarch his dread sceptre cast ; 

Then to Armida said : “ Illustrious queen ! 

'J'hy soul indeed is great, thy manly courage keon. 

* LII. 

“ Worthy thou art that these abase their pride 
To thee, and in the sweet abasement joy ; 

That thou hereafter mayst their sabres guide 
With surer aim, that felon to destroy ; 

There let both chiefs their chivalry employ, 

And in a happier field their worth contest 
This said, the monarch ceased ; they, nothing coy, 

Ofier again «on scorned Binaldo’s crest 
To prove whose sworded arm shall wreak her vengeance best. 
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Llll. 

Xor tlips.^ alono; but all flip \mm tliere 

ilenownod in war, ambitioiii* of nor »>c«l, 

OtVor with vaunts tlioir sorvicos, — all swear 
To tako revenge on his accursed lioad. 

So many arms she moved ! such hatreds bred 
Against the kniglir whom late lier tender love 
Wooed with all s^veets ! but he, since first he fled 
The* enchanted isle, Jind the blue ocean clove. 

Swiftly before the wind with all g(M)d omens drove. 

LIV. 

In the same track that it before had ydoughed, 

*l*ho charmed gondola is homewanl borne ; 

And every air that sings in sail ami shroud, 

With equal kindness spin'ils its gay return : 

I’lio youth now marks, stretchojl pensive at the stern. 
The Pleiads smile, the hiisty Hyads weep ; 

Now round the P<do tlie Hears slow'wheeling turn . 
And now, as twilight tints cascade and steep, 

The rocks whose umber woods o'orhang the shadcnl deep. 

LV. 

Now of the Camp, of ftu'cign tuitions now, 

The various customs he inquires, and weighs ; 

An<l thus the briny seas they ceaseless ydough, 

Tliree starry nights, and thi’e<-: sunshiny days. 

But when the fourth <jalm sun w«th farewell rays 
Far o’er the waters of the west descends, 

The grounding vessel its swift motion stays ; 

Tlien spoke the damsel ; “ Palestine, my friends, 

Is won ! your voyage here, and here my duty ends.” 

LVI. 

She set the knights ashore, and disappeared, 

Ere they could take farewell, or say, she 's gone ! 
Meanwhile the Night her sable standard reared, 

All hues and objects mingling into one. 

Long o'er those waste sands, through the twilight dun^ 
The knights gazed anxious to discern some ray 
From tower or cottage-.she<l, but light was none ; 

Nor step of man, nor tract of beast astray, 

Nor auirht was seen tliat might direct their way 
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LVII. 

Forward at length thc^ movc^ and when the 
Of breaking billows on the shingles rolled 
Melts from their ear, far off a sudden flash 
Of something radiant may their eyes behold ; 

Which, with mild silver rays and gleams of gold 
Making the lone night beautiful, withdraws 
The shadowy screen that had Ijcforc controlled 
I'hcir confidence and cheer ; they make no pause, 

But to the light advance, and soon perceive the cause. 

LVIII. 

Arms newly forged they see, to a tall elm 
Against the rising moon suspended iiigh, 

Whence sparkling gems, upon the gilded helm 
And mail, shed fire as from 1 stiirlight sky : 

Near as they draw, much rich-wrought imagery. 
Footmen, and knights that on war-horscs ride. 

On the vast shield evriblazoned they descry ; 

An aged watchman sat the arms beside, 

Who to receive them rose, when their approach he spied 

LIX. 

Well the two warriors knew the ancient fiice 
For that of their wise host and courteous friend ; 

He straight received them with a warm embrace, 

And when their mutual courtesies had end. 

Turned to the Youth, who silent seemed to send 
To the tall form lie reverenced and admired, 

An asking eye, and greeting said ; “ Attend, 

My son ! thee solely in this place retired 
I wait, and much to see thy aspect have desired. 

LX. 

“ For know, I am thy friend, and for thy good 
How truly I have cared, inquire of these ; 

Wlio, taught by me, the' enchantments have subdued 
That bound thy life up in voluptuous ease. 

Mark now my heavenly precept, which agrees 
With perfect bliss, though adverse to the smooth 
Seducing siren's ; let it not displease, 

But keep it .well in mind, till in the truth 
A wiser, holier tongue instruct thine erring youth. 
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LXh 

Not undornecath green shades, by fountains snruli 
Amidst the nymphs and syrens, fruits and flowera, 

Is ])Iaced our bliss, but on the steep rough hill 
Of virtue, climbed through sunshine, snow and showers ; 
He that, embosomed in Idalian bowers, 

Treads Imt gay Pleasure’s primrose path, will ne’er 
]lea<di the high crown ; the royal eagle towers 
Hound the steep cliff, and thou, wilt thou forbear 
To si)urii the lowly vale, and fix tliine eyrie there i 

LXII. 

“ Nature has given thee elevated thought, 

Nature has raised thy face toward the skies, 

That* thou shouldst look erect, and by well-wrought 
Heroic deeds to loftiest glory rise : 

Nature has given thee ardent sympathies, 

And a brisk wrath, notion each slight pretence 
’fo waste ill civil broils, nor yet, unwise, 

I’o be the ministers of appetence, 

And every loose delight discordant to good sense ; 

LXIII. " 

But tliat thy valour, by thesp passions armed, 

With more success thy outward foes may cjucll ; 

And check the lusts with \vliich the heart is charmed, 

When the strong demons in the blood rebel : 

The wise man governs and applies them well 

Each to the proper end for which ’tis plain 

They were assigned, — now bids them sink, now swell. 

As intellectual Bcason does ordain, 

Prompt to impel them now, now cautious to restrain." 

LXIV. 

Thus spake the Senior ; the hushed youth, intent. 

Stored in his grateful memory all he said, 

And, conscious of liis errors, meekly bent 
His eyes to earth, with cheeks all rosy red. 

Well marked the Sago the sweet confusion spread. 

Well guessed the secret sentiments that rolled 
Across his mind, and added ; Baiso thy head ; 

And in this scul|)turod shield, my son, behold 
What thy illustrious sires achieved in days of olid. 
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LXV. 

Of thy dead ancestors the long bright track 
Shall be revealed thee in this desert place, 

Whilst thou, degenerate loiterer, hangest back, 

Nor stirr’st a step in glory’s ardent race ! 

Arouse thyself ; up! up! thy spirit brace ; 

Let wliat 1 here point out to thee, incite 
Tliy slumbering valour, their renown to grace.” 

Thus spoke the Sage ; and, as he spoke, the knight 
Fixed on the pictured shield his keen perusing sight. 

LXVI. 

The learned sculptor, with a master s hand, 

In narrow field unnumbered forms had done ; 

Here all the race of glorious Azzo stand, 

In long unbroken order, sire and son. 

The pure unspotted streams were seen to run 
From the old Roman source in ancient davs ; 

The Lords stand crowned with laurel ; one by one. 

The hoary Sage selects them, and displays 
Their wars and glorious deeds, and points liis speech with praise. 

LXVII. 

He showed him Cains, when to foreign foes 

The nodding Empire first became a prey, 

As the first prince of Est4, faifly chose 
By a glad people, proud his will to’ obey ; 

And how the weaker neighbouring states each day 
Flocked to his wing for safety ; how he bore 
O'er them free rule ; and, when by his weak sway 
Honorius called the Gotlts, to make once more 
Tlie bold and bloody march which they had made before 

LXTUL 

And when all Italy appeared in flame 
From their barbaric torch, and weeping Rome, 

A slave and prisoner, mourned her perished fame, 

And feared the dreadful trumpet of^her doom, . 

How well Aurelius, in that hour of gloom, 

Preserved his vassals wholly unensluved ; 

Then how, distinguished by his lofty plume, 

The bold Foresto resolutely braved 
The Hun whose barbarous flag Italian breezes waved. 
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Lxrx. 

By hi« gnin aspect Attila was known, 

His eyes like dragons’ flashing through the dark ; 

With his «log*s vi>ago who beheld him frown, 

Would sootlily swear they hoard him snarl and bark : 

Then, foiled in duel, you the man might mark 
Steal oil' aiui(Ut his train, in shame and rage, — 

And how from Ar|uileia'a towers, the ark 
Of Homan libi'rty, F<iresto sage 
Rolled back the storm of war, the Hector of his age. 

LXX. 

He fell, and half the fabric Avith him fell 
Of his loved eouniry ! Acarine, his son, 

Built' up the breaches, and defended well 
The’ Italian bulwarks, as his 'sire had done: 

To the strong Fates, not to the savage Hun, 

He yielded up Altino, soon renewed 
Upon a safer site, — he joined in one . 

A thousand scattered seats and hamlets rude, 

Where through a fruitful vale his eoujrsc the Po .pui^ued. 

LUl. 

With Avails he banked it, in all points complete, 

Strong to withstand the’ o’orflowing river’s rage; 

Thus rose tlie city doomed' to be the seat 
Of Est^’s princes in a later age : 

Drawn is ho driving from his heritage 
The savage Alans ; next, with crimson glaive. 

Venturing with Odoaccr to engage, 

Ho dies for Italy : what fate more brave, 
rhan thus to share at once his sire’s renown and grave f 

Lzxn. 

With him fell Alphorisio ; Azzo sad 
With his dear brother into exile goes. 

Soon to return with arms and counsel, glad 
The tyrar^jt’s power hath found a timely close. 

Near him, an arrow in his eyeball, shews 
Este’s Epaminondas, he who sealed 
With blood his patriot vows! ho in the throes 
Of doom dies happy, since from the red field « 

Fierce Totila is fled, and saved his darling shield. 
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LXXIII. 

Of Boniface I sing ; his boyish son, 

Valerian, follows in his steps; his brand, 

And his already manly arm, not one 
Of all tlie Gothic squadrons dare withstand. 

Near, of ferocious aspect, sword in hand, 

Sculptured is bold Ernesto, cap-a-pee, 

Smiting the wild Selavonians from the land ; 

Then comes the’ intrepid Aldoardo, he 
Who shut the Lombard king from fair Montselice. 

LXXIV. 

Henry was there, wdth Berenger, whose might, 

AVhcii Charlemagne his flag august displayed, 

Was still seen foremost in the ranks of fight. 

Whether he ruled the squadron, or obeyed. 

Him Lewis fullowed, — ■•he from friendly made 
Adverse, against that nephew who the throne 
Of Italy i)ossovsed, bold battle weigliod, — 

( ■oiiquered. and took him evaptive ; next was shown 
Otiu), by his fjvo sous indisputably known. 

LXXV. 

ll(»re shines Almorieo, first Alarquis styled 
Of that fair City, rrincoss of the Po ; 

Ills musing iiitimde, and ghinci's mild 

To heaven upraised, his pious spirit show. 

Founder of churches ancl of shrines ; but lo. 

In other mood the second Az/.o wars 
With Bercngariiis, his iimiiortal foe ! 

Who, after various turns of fate, withdraws, 

O'ercomc, and Azzo gives the’ Italian cities laws. 

LXXVI. 

Albert, his son, in Germany maintains 
His fame ; his chivalry is voiced so wide, 

From warring, conquering, tilting with the Dane.^ 

That Otho wooes liis daughter for a bride. 

With a large dowry ; next him, is descried 
The gallant Ugo with his waving crest, 

Whoso valour tamed the horns of Roman pride ; 

He, Marquis, now of Italy addressed, 

Beneath his guardian care all Tuscany pos8e3s**d. “ 
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Lxxm. 

The eye Tebaldo, next, and Boniface 
Close Ly his Beatrice's aide, engage ; 

Then no male heir of the illustrious race 
Lives to enjoy the extensive heritage. 

Matilda follows, who in sex and age 

Well that defect supplied by her renown 

And hardy deeds ; fair, brave, discreet, and sage. 

Beyond the golden sceptre, throne, and crown, 

She had the power to' advance the wimple, coif, and gown. 

]iXXVJlI. 

A manlike spirit s])arkled in her eye, 

A more than manlike courage armed her look ; 

The Normans l)eat, she forced their chief to lly, 

Guiscard, wlio ne’er before the field forsook ; 

Hero the fourth Henry broke, his -standard took, 

Anti with the spoil the ^solemn temple graced ; 

And there the Pontift* who the thunders shook 
Of the dread Vatican, his pride abased, 

In liigh Saint Peter’s chair with dignity replaced. 

txxix. 

Now at her side, now seconding her views, 

With looks of reverence and of love, is seen 
Azzo the Fifth ; but, blest with all kind dc^vs, 

I'rom the fourth Azzo’s stock upaliooting grocn, 

Yet happier brandies beautify the* scene ; 

Lo, where to Germany Lord Guelplio goes! 

(Guelplio, his son, by Cunigond his queen) ; 

Thus in Bavarian fields, transplanted, grows 
The gootl old Roman graft that in Ferrara rose. 

LXXX. 

There with this Estean brandi the Guelpliic tree 
Engraft, revives, as it w^as waxing old ; 

Now in its scions you the Guolphs might sec 
Renew their sceptres, stars, and crowns of gold, 

Brighter than ever ; whilst each orb that rolled 
In heaven, its fairest rays and aspects shod ; 

So that it flourished still, and, uncontrolled. 

Towered till the heavens themselves confined its head, 
Wind) half the spacious land with fruit and shade overspread. 
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LXXXI. 

Nor less luxuriantly the royal stem 
Flov^ercd in the’ Italian boughs ; llertoldo here 
Shot forth, confronting Gueljiho, and witli lliom 
Azzo the Sixth renewed tlie glories clear 
Of his great sires : — thus animate appear 
Upon the breathing shield, in long array, 

These forms, to Fame and to liinaldo dear ; 

A thousand sparks of pride tliat 1‘oiid survey 
Struck forth, that in the wreck of honour latent lay. 

LXXXIl, 

And, for the like divine renown ablaze. 

Their gallant actions so transport his brain, 

That he already in his inin<l portrays 
The city conquered, and the people slain; 

All seems presented palpably and plain 

Before him, — the stormed towers, tlie rending walls ; 

He snatches up the'anns in ardent vein, 

And, almost fancying chat the trumpet calls, 

With wing’d Aspiring lufj)es the victory far forestals. 

LXXXllI. 

Then Charles, who had related long before 
The Danish Prince's death, wdth frank address 
Th(? sword presented wliieh Prince Sweno worCj— • 

“ Take it,” he said, “ and with it good success ! 

With just and pious sentiments, no less 
Than a brave hand employ it, sound and strong, 

In Christ s good cause ; may he thine cltbrts bless 
And thou avenge its former master's wrong, 

Who waits it at thy liands, who loved thy virtues long !’’ 

IgXXXIV. 

God grant,” the knight replied, “ for his dear sake. 
Since of his sword thus happily posscssea, 

That I indeed may full requital take, 

And duly thus fulhl his Jiist request !” 

Charles, overjoyed, in brief his thanks expressed, 

And added tributes of affection paid ; 

But here the Sage, with tlie desire impressed 
To expedite their course, stept in, and prayed 
That their return might now no longer he delayed. 
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LXXXV. 

“ High time it is,” he said, “ that you prepare 
To reach the army ; you will not arrive 
Uiilooked for, — come then, through the dusky air 
Trust to my guidance, safely will I drive,” 

He said : his words their eagerness revive ; 

They climb the car, and take their seats ; tliis done, 

He cheers his coursers to the lash, which strive. 

Curving their necks, each other to outrun, 

And shapes their rapid course to meet the morning sun. 

LXXXV i. 

Tliroiigli the brown darkness of the night serene 
Thus they rode on, ivith deep retlection mute ! 

W hen the Sage spoke: “Thou of tliy race liast seen 

'J''he various houghs, and traced th.cm to their root ; 

fauey not, beeause that ancient shoot 
lias ilu'iven so fully in its iiioru of May, 

The fruitful mother of heroic fruit, ' 

Tliat through old age it over will decay, 

Arul want or fruit or flower, to grace a verdant 'spi*ay. 

LXXXVII. 

“ O that, as I thy elder sires have drawn 
Forth from the Gotliic gloom of antique night, 

1 could tlie figures of thy sons unborn 

Faint on the shield, with lines as cleiir and bright ! 

That, ere they ope their eyelids to the light, 

I eould their triumphs to the world resound ! 

Then shouldst thou see, with all a sire's (U‘light, 

A host of future heroes crowd around, 

Their series no less long, their deeds no less renow ncO. 
LXXXVI/I. 

But my skill serves not of itself to mark 
A ray of truth from out the future shine, 

Other than dim and dubious, as the spark 
Of a far taper in a misty mine : 

Yet, if some tidings of thy future line 
In certainty 1 give, without disguise. 

Call it not bold ; for what 1 thus divine 
Is learned from One before whose vision lies,' 

Clear and unveiled, the scenes and secrets of the skii». 
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LXXXIX. 

** Whc-it God’s pure light to him, and lie to :u9 
Has slicwn, as freely 1 to thee relate ; 

Nor Gentile, Greek, nor Latin progeny, 

Or in these times, or those of elder date. 

E'er teemed with heroes of such noble state 
/Vs Heaveix, in its high favour, docs foredoom 
To thee and thine ; nor may the good and great 
In Sparta, Cartlicage, Maccdoii. or Rome, 

To match their glorious fame or majesty presume. 

xc. 

“ But far o’er others shall Alphonso shine, 

In title second, but the first in worth ; 

When for illustrious men the world shall piiie^ 

Old and corrupted, shall thh prince have birth : 
None, in those days of darknes.s and qf dearth, 

Shall better sway the sword or sceptre bright; 

None with Ids wiKs^lom so enlighten earth, 

Cliarm in the Court, or fuliuine in the fight ; 

Thy seed's ascendant pride, his age’s guiding light I 

xci. 

“ Whilst yet a youth, he sliall give pn'gnant signs 
Of manhood, — prince in each gymnastic play ; 
Scourge of wild beasts mid mountain peaks and )>iuos 
Graced, at all sohumi tilts and tourneys gay, 

With the first shouts and favours of the day ; 

And when to actual warfare he shall pass, 

Rich spoils and palms victorious bear away ; 

And for brave deeds, writ dow'u in m'eathing brass^ 
Wear many a votive crown of laurel, oak, and grass. 

xcii. ^ 

“ The equal glory of his riper age 

Shall be to' establish peace and calm repose ; 

To keep his cities tranquil, from the rage 
And powerful influence of surrounding foes; 

To foster genius, ignorance to depose, 

The arts encourage, his fond Court present 
With joyous pageants, plays, and splendid shows 
Deal with just hand reward and punishment, 

Evils uncome foresee, and seen, with ease prevent. 
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XCIII. 

H And ob, if eW against the race whose crimes 
The’ infested seds and ravaged shores pollute,--^ 
Tyrants that force in those uiiliappy times 
Illumined nations humbly to make suit 
To them for peace, — he march to execute 
Justice for fanes down-tumbled, treasure wrecked. 
And violated shrines, in that dispute 
What heavy vengeance may they not expect 
On the barbarican king and his accursed sect ! 

xciv. 

In vain the Turk against his marshalled I'anks, 

In vain the Moor might muster band on band ; 

J?\)r far beyond Euphrates' willowed banks, 

The snows of 1 aiirus, and th'e happy land 
Where dwells per||ptual suiisliino, Would his hand 

Advance the Golden Lil'os, loose the wing 
Ot' tlie White I^agle, the furled Cross expand, 

And, by due baptism of each Negro king, 

Compel imperial Nile to shew his secret spring!'* 

xcv. 

Thus spoke the Senior ; the rapt youth took heed 
Of all lie uttered, and with transport fed 
On the fair promise of his future seed, 

Which o'er his mind a sweet sereneness shed. 
Meanwhile before the break of morn fast fled 
The twilight hours ; Aurora, dropping dew, 
Advanced, and touched the heavens witli rosy red ; 
And now the tromtiling of the flags that flow 
On the high tents far-olf, distinctly met their view. 

I XCVI. 

Then thus again the Sage ; “ T>iicsc shadows brown 
Sec how the sun disperses ! and displays 
The tents, the plain, the mountains, and the town, 
With the kind coniincnt of his grateful rays ! 

O'er unknow'ii tracks, by unobstructed ways, 

Safe, without danger or delay, nor slow, 

Here liuve 1 brought you ; you yourselves may trace 
Your onward way, nor fear a single foe ; 

Thus tlien wc part ; farewell ! no farther must I go." 



Tlfm zvii. 


JBRUSALSM DEL1VER15D. 4 Sl 

XCfVH, 

Embracing, they depart ; and straight pursue 
On foot their journey with the crimson cloud 
That, floating eastward, a rich radiance threw 
On tent, and silent crag, and rampart proud. 

Fame flew before them, and divulged aloud 
The Barons’ wished arrival ; wide and fleet 
The news was borne amidst the cheering crowd ; 

Godfrey, thus advertised, his ducal seat 
Left, and with stately stop went forth the youth to mef>t 
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JUtWKlifl. 

Hu errant llfit the Rood Rtneldo mearne. 

Then eceka the* enchanted woodf^the aptiiu Sy 
Before him ; Godfrey hy a courier learne 
Of the Egyptiaii hoit, whteh now draws nlah» 

Important tidings; yet the dexterous spy, 

Vafrino, goes to' Inspect It : sharp the flght 
Wa^es round Sion, but the hierarchy 
Of Heaven so aids the flushed Grusaderi' might. 

That soon their banners float on each bombmed height. 

:i A 
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U 

Arrived where Godfrey to salute him stood, 

Binaido spoke : Bevengeful discontent 
And jealous honour spurred me to iny feud 
With dead Gernando, which 1 much repent ; 

And 't is with sorrow still for that event 
And thy displeasure that I seek thy face; 

Now at the instance of thine envoys sent 
For my recal, I come, the stain to’ efface 
By whatsoe’er good deeds may win me back thy grace." 

"ii. 

Law as he kneeled before him Godfrey east 

His arms around his neck, and kindly said ; 

No more revive tlie melai\choly past ; 

In peace repose the meujory of tlue dead ! 

And no amends 1 seek for frenzy fled, 

Than that thy wonted valour be renewed, — 

That, for the ruin of the foe, thou tread 
Knohanted ground, and, for the general good, 

From spells and monsters free the’ iiiviolable wood. 

III. 

‘‘That immemorial forest whence of late 
We drew our timbers, is d^l'ende^l now, 

1 know' not from what cause, by charms innate. 

Deep, strong, and dreadful to the boldest brow ; 

Nor is there one that dares disturb a bough, 

Much less a single sapling of the grove 
Touch with the aCXfe ; yet without engines, how 
Can we the city take ? yea ! risks wliich move 
To fear our stoutest hearts, will now thy courage prove." 

IV. : 

The youth accepts the risk and toil, without 
Much protestation, but with an address 
So full of dignity, that none can doubt 
From his laconic speech his sure success. 

Then to his other noble friends that [)rcss 
Affectionately near him, he bestows 
His courteous hand ; and now with cheerfulness 
Embraces Guelpho, Tancred now, and throws 
Kind nods to all the chiefs that round Ids person close. 
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V. 

When many a welcome, many a dear embrace 
He to the sovereign princes had bestowed. 

With like familiar love and gentle grace 
He took the greetings of the' inferior crowd ; 

With martial shouts these testified aloud 
Their joy, and thronged as thickly to his side, 

As if, by elephants or leopards proud 
Drawn in liigh triuin])h, he had tamed the pride 
Of all the realms through whicii the Nile and Ganges glide. 

vr. 

I'hua hailed, to his pavilion he retires, 

And entertains his dearest friends around ; 

And much to them replies, and luuch inquires 
Both of the war and of •the charmed ground. 

But when, all leaving him, the Hermit found 
Leisure for serious* talk, he spoke, and said ; 

Great things are those, young Voyager renowned, 

Which to th;j pilgrim eyes have been displayed, 

And long the wondrous tifict o’er which thy steps have strayed! 

vji. 

How great thy debt to the Celestial King, 

Who thus redeems thee from the charmer's den ! 

Nor spares, with all a shepherd's love, to bring 
Back the lost lamb into his holy x>cn ; 

That now, by Godfrey's voice, he makes again 
Thee second agent in his high desig n ! ^ 

Yet art thou changed ; not pui’e of fifiSurt, as when 
Thou last waged war, and, lain so long supine, 

Tliou mayst not yet engage in service so divine, 

4ni. 

“ Darkness, the world, the flesh, spiritual sin 
With such infectious stains thy soul defile. 

No earthly spring can wash thy conscience clean, 

The streams of Gauges, or the floods of Nile. 

The secret source of wliat in thee is vile 
Heaven's grace alone can fitly purge away ; 

Turn to thy Saviour tlien, in lowly style 
Ask for forgiveness, all thy sins display, 

Cling to the Cross in faitli, weep, tremble, praise, md pray**^ 

Z a2 
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IX. 

He said ; and lirst the youth bewailed his fall, 

His amorous follies, and heroe wrath ; then kneeled 
Contritely at the Hermit's feel, and all 
His youthful crimes and levities revealed. 

This done, the minister of Heaven repealed 
His sins, and absolution gave ; then said, — 

“ Seek now, by prayer to have thy pardon sealed, 

When next the morning o’er the world is spread. 

The hill tliat on tlic East rears high its reverend head 

X. 

“ Then to the liauntod Forest march, whore dwell 
Sucih frightful phantoms and gigantic things ; 

Thou wilt, I know, those fronds and furies quell, 

If no fresh error tliy tuned soul unstrings. 

Let no strange voice that mourns, or sweetly sings. 

No smile of ruby lips or radiant eyes 
Steal to thy heart and touch fond pity s springs 
With their bewitc'hing beauty, but despise 
All their fond aspects feigned, false' tears, and fancied cries 

XI. 

Thus the Sage counsels, and the ardent knight 
Prepares with hope for tho sublime einpriso ; 

Thoughtful he spends the day, and sad the night. 

And ere the breaking morn begins to rise, 

Girds on Ins beautiful bright arms ; applies 
The falchion to his side, and o’er his mail 
Throws a new maritie prankt with rarest dyes ; 

Loaves the warm friomls tliat, as he passes, veil 
Their plumes, and all alone treads slow^ the silent «lale. 

xil. 

It was the hour when, grieving to be gone, 

Night on the confines of the day still slept ; 

The East grew rosy with the flame of morn, 

Yet still some stars her radiant portal kept. 

When, as to Olivet the sward he swept, 

And as his serious eyes, to heaven inclined. 

Marked, with the spangling tears which Night had wept, 
The incoiTuptible pure lights that shined 
On high, — to solemn thoughts he gave his musing mind. 
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XIII. 

0,” to himself he tliought, how many brighu 
And glorious fires heaven s vaulted temple fret ! 

Dfiy has his car, her golden stars the Night, 

And the round silver moon, more radiant yet. 

But we, nor these nor those revering, set 
On the pale meteors which a flashing eye, 

A brilliant smile, or glowing canzonet, 

Strike from the twilight of our transient sky, 

Our inconsiderate hearts, — gaze, grieve, admire, aod die ! 

• XIV. 

And musing thus, awed, melted, and abased, 

Uc rcaclieil the summit clothed wuth mountain thyme ; 
Above the heaven of heavens his thoughts were raised. 
And thus, his face tiirucd to tho Oi-ient c?linie, 

Kneeling, he prayed ; The errofs of my prime, 

O holy Fatlior ! in thy mercy, view 
With the mild eye ol' clemency ; sublime 
My low desires 1 thtj evil seed subdue ; 

<nd in my soul be pleasdtl tliino image to renew !" 

?v. 

Thus as he prayed, with blusliing roses crowned 
The radiant Morn appears ; wlych with its sheen 
His helm, his arms, and all the mountain round 
At once illumed, and golden turned tlic green. 

Fresh on his bosom and bent brow serene, 

He felt the spirit of that pca<^ful hour, 

Fanned with its wing ; whilst oV> Wiflioad unseen. 
Shook from Aurora’s lap, distilled a shower 
Of dew more pure than e’er bespangled blade or bower, 

ptvi. 

Tho dew celestial on his gam:ents fell, 

Which showed as ashes to a tint so bright ; 

Illumined so, they look no longer pale, 

But change tlieir colour to a shining white. 

So the scorched summer flowers, at morning light 
Steeped in fresh dews, their withered bells unfold. 

With added beauty ; so, to the delight 
Of a new youth returned, after long cold, 

The joyful snake shines out, new flourished o’er with gold* 
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xvn. 

The lively whiteness of his altered vest^ 

Seen by himself, he ceased not to admire ; 

Then to the old gray forest swift he pressed, 

With a firm boldness and sublime desire. 

He reached that bosky wilderness of brier 
And bough, the sight alone whereof dismayed, 

And forced less valiant champions to retire ; 

Yet saw he nothing iu the wood, that made 
So much a frightful gloom, as a delightful shade. 

xvm. 

He passes onward — the charm works ; a sound 
Sweet as the air of piiradiso upsprings ; 

Hoapso roars the shallow brixik ; the leaves around, 

Sigh to the fluttering of the light -wind's wings ; 

Her ravishing sweet dirge the cygnet sings, 

Loud mourn the answering nightingales ; sad shells, 

Flutes, human voices tuned to golden strings, 

And the loud surging organ’s glorious swells, — 

Hiich ana so various sounds one single sound expels. 

XTX. 

i 

He was expecting, like the rest, to meet 

The strange wild groans, and thunders of dismay, 

And lo, a symphony of sirens sweet, 

Birds, winds, and waters, for his pleasure play I 
Wondering he checks Ids steps— they melt away, 

And on he wallts, but circujnspect and slow ; 

And nought occult interrupt his way, 

But a transparent flood, wliose waters go 
Through the green wood, serene^and silent in their flow. 

xxl 

Flowers and choice odours richly smiled and smelled, 

On eitlier side of the calm stream, which wound 

In a so spacious circle, that it held 

The whole vast forest in its channing round ; 

Nor only with green bowers and garlands crowned 
The compass in its keep — a streamlet strayed 
Through this sweet isle, enlivening all the ground ; 

A most ddightful interchange they mode ; 

The mild wave bathes the woods, the woods the wave o’ershada 
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XXL 

Whilst he roved round to find a ford, behold, 

A wondrous passage to his wish appeared ! 

An exquisite rich bridge of shining gold 
Spanned the pure waves, on stable arches reared ; 

The golden bridge he passed, the water cleai'ed, 

But had no sooner touched the farther shore, 

Than the whole glorious fabric disappeared ; 

And the sweet river, so serene before, 

To a vast torrent swelled, that stunned him with its roar. 

XXII. 

Re turns his face, and sees it swoln and spread, 

Like a strong flood increase<l by melting snows : 

And, whirling round as to its fountain head, « 

A thousand rapid curls and pifs it shows ; 

But, curious of new objects, on he goes 
Tlirough the brown arches thick of aged trees, 

That now on every side his steps enclose ; 

And in these savage glooms, to strike or please, 

At every strange new' turn, some strange new wonder sees, 

XXIIl. 

Where’er he plants his foot some charm springs out, 

The wild brook warbles, or the sweet turf flowers ; 

There lilies open, here young roses sprout, 

There the shrill fountain falls in silver showers ; 

And round, o'erhead, tiie' austere and aged bowers 
Renew their youth — the hoary bark is seen 
To soften, the moss falls, ^li^^rey trank towers. 

Each bough its buds, each leShnfews its green — 

Mild shines the summer sun, and decks the’ enchanted scene 

J XXIV. 

Impearled with manna was each fresh leaf nigh ; 

Honey and golden gums the rude tranks weep ; 

Again is heard that strange wild harmony 
Of songs and sorrows, plaintive, mild, and deep ; 

But the sweet choirs that still such tenor keep 
With the swans, winds, and waves, no ear can trace 
To their concealed abode in shade or steep ; 

Nor harfv nor horn, nor form of human face, 

Look where he would, was seen in all the shady place. 
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XXV. 

Wlkilst his eye wanders, and his mind denies 
Trust to tWo truths his charm'd ear recommends, ‘ 

He sees far-oif a wondrous myrtle rise, 

Where in a spacious plain the pathway ends ; 

To this he walks ; its boughs the plant extends 
Wide as the choice tree of Dodonian Jove — 

O’er pine, and palm, and cypress it ascends ; 

And, towering thus all other trees above, 

Looks like the’ elected queen and genius of the grove. 

XXVT. 

Scarce had the hero reached the spacious field 
Than stranger novelties his eye arrest; 

He sees an oak, self-aided, cleave, and yield 
Spontaneous offspring from it^ fruitful breast ; 

A full-grown nymph, in gown and tlirban drest. 

On whose ripe cheek celestial beauty blooms, 

Oh wonder ! issues from that hoary chest ; 

A hundred other girls from sylvan w'oinbs . 

A hundred others child amidst the circling gloom ;, 

xxvn. 

As the stage shows, or as w'e painted see 
The sylvan Goddess, with her white arms bare. 

With hunting weeds tucked* up above the knee, 

Thiskins of blue, and loose luxuriant hair— 

Just sucli, to all appearance, are the fair 
Fictitious daughters of these wild-woods old ; 

Save that for horns,Jo wake sprightlier air, 

Quivers, and bendeat!ol^,‘^thoy in their hold 
Have viols, lutes, and harps, of ivory, pearl, and gold. 

XXVIII, ( 

Banging, themselves into a ring, Iheir hands 
They knit together, and with joyous cheer 
Dance round about Rinaldo as he stands 
The willing centre of this moving sphere : 

The tree they compass too, and carol clear. 

As in light morrice to the charm they move ; 

Welcome, thrice welcome, gallant chevalier!*' 

Th^ sing, our Lady's hope, our Lad/s love y 
tn blessed hoiir all hail, to this delightful grove! 

It wMafVemnt siuiom with the Greeks, to encloso tuetr most adaif* 
rshls statsss U» MsgeS of Gilenf, for the puriioso of preeerving them, anS 
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XXIX. 

“ Timely thou com’bt to cure her, wounded sore 
With amorous thoughts and languishing desires ; 

These groves, so dark and desolate before, 

Her gnef s fit dwelling, choked with thorns and briers, 

Lo, at thy coming what quick joy inspires 

Ea(^ tree and leafy bough ! how re 

They breathe, dressed freshly in thiir gr i attires!” 

Such was the song, and from tho niyrtb ont 
First a melodious sound, and then the jylvan rent. 

XXX. 

A rude Silonus oft tho days of old 

Have seen unclose, and yield some Goddess faiTi*^ 

But never yet did sylvan image hold 
Charms such as issued from the myrtle rare : 

For forth a Lady stcpl* with golden hair, 

With angel beauty, angel mien and grace ; 

In whom, albeit of visionary air, 

Rinaldo starts Arm Ida's form to trace, 

The same expressive eye^^fond smile, and ra^nt face. 

XXXI. 

Sorrow and joy into her lobks she cast, 

A thousand passions, which one glance betrays ; 

And art thou then indeiKi relXirned at last 
To thy forsaken lo\e,” she pensive says ; 

“ Why coni'st thou hither, my belov'd i to raise 
My drooping soul, and with remembered charms 
Solace my widowed nights'arjjL, lonely days? 

Or to wage war, and scare me with alarms ? 

Why hide thy lovely face ? why show these threatening arms f 

.:xxii. 

“ Com'st thou a foe or friend ? I did not rear 
That glorious bridge to entertain my foe; 

Unlocked not brooks, flowers, fountains, mode not clear 
For him that wilderness of brambles — ^no I 
Take now, take of[ this horrid helmet, shew 
Thy face for friendly, glad mo with the shine 
Of those celestial eyes ; say, why so slow ? 

Kiss me, einbrace me, oh my love ! I pine ; 

Or press at least once more my c<dd, eedd hand In thine.” 

partly perhaps to set off by oontrast the wo^erful araes of the Ineluded difW 
Pkto’s ** Alcibiadea/’ in Works. Bolm'a BdlttOB, 'Nf p* M- 
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XXXlll. 

Thus as she woods, her beautiful bright eyes 
Bueful she rolls, and pale as death appears ; 

Feigning, with every tear, the sweetest sighsy 
And melancholy moans, and bashful fears. 

It might have moved a heart of stone to tears. 

To hear how fondly she herself deplored ; 

But he, unmoved by all he sees and hears. 

Cautious, not cruel, to the plaints she poured 
No longer pays regard, but draws his fatal sword. 

XXXTV. 

The myrtle he approached ; but she with fright 
The dear trunk clasping, interposed, and cried ; 

“ Mdtcy, ah mercy ! do me not such spite, 

As to cut down my myrtle-tree, the pride 
And last poor solace of forlorn Armidc ; 

Put up thy sword, 0 cqpsort most unkind ! 

Or sheathe it, cruel, in thy lady’s side ; 

For through this only shall it passage find. 

To strike my lovely tree and hart itsjiallovired rjnd [" 

XXXV. 

Deaf to her prayers, he rears his sword, and she 
Transforms herself as swift ; as when at night 
Our dreams, ne’er constai^ to the thing we see. 

Shift the fond object we iiad first in sight ; 

Gross grew her members, dark her face, upright 
Her horrent hair ; gone by are all her charms, 

White breast and jos y chec j^^cnlargod in height, 

A giantess, she glows WtflTfeigned alarms, 

Like fell Briareus, limbed with full one hundred arms. 

XIXVl# 

With fifty swords she fought ; an fifty shields 
She clashed defiance, blustered, roared, and brayed ; 

Each other nymph the like weird weapons wields, 

A frowning Cyclop, a gigantic Shade ; 

He feared them not, but with his waving blade 
On the charmed myrtle multiplied his blows, 

Which at each stroke distressful meanings made ; 

Air seemed a hell in hubbub, awful shows 
Thronged the black sky, and ghosts in swarms on swarms arose. 
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XXXYU, 

Thundered the flashing heavens above, the ground 
Groaned underneath, — that bellowed, and this shook ; 
While the loosed winds and tempests blustering round, 
Blew the sharp sleet and hailstones in his look ; 

Yet not for this the knight his post forsook, 

His aim he missed not, changed not in his cheer, 

But the more fiercely for their fury strook ; — 

’T is done ! the myrtle falls ; the’ enchantments drear 
Flit with the ended spell ; the phantoms disappear. 

XXXVIII. 

Air still, the heavens serene, the woods resume 
Tlieir wonted quiet and sequestered state ; 

Not terrible, nor cheerful, full of gloom 
From palm and cypress, but a gloom innate. 

The Victor tries again if as of late 
Aught yet forbade the felling o&the trees, 

Anti finding notliing chock his sword, sedate 
Smiles and says inly ; 0 vain semblances ! 

0 tools, to be deterred Jby shadows false as these!'" 

XXXIX. 

Then to the camp he turrfs ; meanwhile aware 
Of these events, the solitary Seer 
Exclaimed : The charm is o^cr, the forest fair 
Of evil spirits, and the victor near ; 

See where he comes !” and now distinguished clear 
In his pure mantle from afar, the knight 
Struck the spectators witfl a 4{oly fear^ 

For the spread pinions of his eagle white 
In the clear sunshine shone with unaccustomed light. 

XL. 

With glad huzzas for victory achieved 

Rang the wide hills around, and skies above ; > 

The conquering knight by Godfrey is received 
With praise unmixed by envy, and with love. 

Sire,” said Binaldo, to*the dreadful grove» 

As you desired, I went ; the sprites impure 
1 saw — ^1 saw and conquered them ; improve 
The’ occasion then, the ways are quite secure, 

Send then the workmen forth, the timbers to procure/ 
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XLI. 

Straight to the aged woods they went, and hewed 
What Art thought proper for the task in hand ; 

The first artificers in sUll were rude, 

And little did machinery understand : 

But now a noble mechanician planned 
The important works, selected well the trees, 

And eveiy movement of the workmen scanned,— 

William — who lately with his Genoese 
Roved the Levantine waves, sole Siguior of tho seas. 

XLII. 

But, forced before the’ Egyptian fleet at length 
His azure kingdom of the sea to quit, 

He to the Camp transferred his naval strength ; — 

To frame such works was never man more fit ; 

For an ingenious brain, a fruitful wit, 

Industrious hand and scientific mind, 

To him almost might Daedalus submit ; 

A hundred meaner architects combined 
To execute the schemes his genius now designect 

XLTII. 

He undertook to build, not viiies alone, 

Baliste, rams, and catapults, of power 

To batter down defended Sralls of stone, 

A.nd on high bulwarks rain an arrowy shower, 

But, planked with pine and fir, a wondrous tower, 

The masterpiece of art ; and, to provide 
Against the’ adlies^vc flam^ thsit might devour 
The timbers else, he lined it well outside 
With fire-proof skins of sheep and quilts of tough bull-hida 

XLIV. 

The separate beams and timbers* mortised tight, 

Are joined, completed is the pile ; below, 

Swings the vast riim, which wdth its horned might 
Threats at each stroke the city to o’erthrow ; 

Its waist lets down a bridge, which falling slow. 

Worked by a windlass, joins the’ opposing wall, 

And forms an instant passage to the foe ; 

Whilst from the top a second tower less tall, 

Inly concealed^ at need shoots up o’ergazing alL 
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XLV. 

With little coat of toil the’ enormous mass 
Upon its hundred wheels volubil rolled, 

Though bearing, armed in brigandine of brass, 

A little army in its spacious hold ; 

Round stood the soldiers, marvelling to behold 
With what consummate ease the workmen plied 
Their several tasks ; much they their skill extolled, 

Milch the vast engine ; two more towers beside, 

Planned like the first, were built, ere yet the daylight died 

XLVI. 

Rut neither were their works nor their designs 
From the mewed Pagans meanwhile wholly hid ; 

For on the wall that to the^Camp inclines. 

Keen spies were placed, to notice all they did : 

These, though the distance insight clear forbid, 

Saw what vast loads of cypress, ])ine, and yew, 

Wore from the sabfe forest di*awn amid 
The tents ^ thtiy marked the rising engines too, 

But of their shape and plan no clear conception drew. 

XLVII. 

Tlioy too frame engines, and with equal art 
The towers and bulwarks fortify again, 

And raise so higli the fortress on the part 
Last stormed, tiic brunt of battle to sustain, 

That now, as fondly they suppose, no train 
Of circumstance, or force*of arms will e'er 
Avail, the* assaulted city to obtain ; • 

Whilst dark ismeno studies to prepare 
Beyond all else, fresh fires, unusual, strange, and rare. 

XL7III. 

With sulphur did the curst Magician mix 
Bitumen, from the lake of Sodom brought, 

Brimstone, received, it strikes me, from the Styx, 

And fiery spume, in hell by demons wrought ; 

And thus composed a crud fire, so fraught 
With smoke and stench, that, darted in the face, 

Whom once it strikes it ;9tifles ; well, he thought, 

By these revenging fireballs to efface, 

For the enchanted wood cut down, his late disgrace. 
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XLIE, 

Whils . thus to win or to defend the wall 
Both hosts their engines frame, a turtle dove 
In the blue firmament is seen of all 
To pass, the Christian multitude above : 

With outspread wings the liquid air she clove, 

And went away as lightly as the wind ; 

This wandering, mute communicant of love, 

So soon as she had left the camp behind, 

Down from the lofty clouds to" accost the town inclined. 

L, 

When lo ! they knew not whence, a falcon armed 
With hooked beak and talons, sailed in sight ; 

Which, *twixt the city and the camp, alarmed 
The' opposed mild bird in her descending flight ; 

Slie waited not his truss ; but, full of fright, 

On instant wing to the ‘pavilions fled. 

And at the moment when the cruel kite, 

Down stooping swift, just touched her tender liead. 

In Godfrey's bosom fell, betwixt alive and dead.’ 

LI. 

Godfrey tlie bird protected, and espied, 

As he her plumage smoothed, a curious thing ; 

For from the neck, by flax^ of Egypt tied, 

A letter hung, concealed beiieatii her w^ing. 

Marvelling to see it, he untwines the string, 

And breaks the seal ; then well he comprehends 
The purpose of the scroll : ‘‘ To Judah's king,” 

Thus spoke the' inscription, to his first of friends. 

Health, honour, joy, and peace the' Egyptian Caliph ser Js 

Lll. 

Fear not, my noble lord ! resist, endure, 

Till the fourth day, or till the fifth at most ; 

For by that period thou shalt see, besure, 

My slaughtering sword devour the hostile host.” 

Such was the secret in the note enclosed, ^ 

In Syriac ciphers writ, and sealed with care, 

Qlven in commission to this flying post ; 
tot in the East these couriers of the air, ' 

Trained to the trusty charge, were then by no means rare. 
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LIIL 

The bird he freed ; she, cooing her concern 
That her lord’s secrets had been thus betrayedi 
Durst not, though innocent of ill, return 
A rebel back, but fled far thence afraid. 

Godfrey the intercepted scroll displayed 
Before the lords and princes that compose 
His military council ; See,” he said, 

How well the goodness of our God forshews 
To us the close designs and secrets of our foes ! 

LIV. 

“ We must no longer now protract the time, 

But clear away fresii outworks ; we must spare 
No sweat, no labour, no fatigue to climb 
The South-West walls ; 't ‘nf true, the crags are there 
Steep, sharp, and high*, nor apt, I am aware, 

For the ap])roach of arms and engines; still 
It may be done : I have surveyed with care 
The coast, and .lind that, strengthened by the hill, 
Those towers*have been jlefcnced with little cost of skiiu 

LV. 

“ Thou, Raymond, with thy men the crags ascend, 

And storm those w'alls, whilst I with all the state 
And pomp preparative of battle, bend 
My horned rams against the Northern gate ; 

8o that the foe, beguiled to’ anticipate 
In arms our principal bon^bardment there, 

May leave me free hereafter to translate 
My tower that slides so easily, to bear 
Ruin, and dread, and death, and victory elsewhere* 

LVI. 

At the same time, Ganflllo, thou close by, 

Or not far-off, the third tower must dispose:” 

He said, and good Count Raymond who sate nigh, 
And as he spoke weighed well each accent, rose 
And said, This counsel no one can oppose, 

’T is given in perfect wisdom, the event 
Will surely prove it such ; 1 would propose 
Alone that*some one midst our foes be seni^ 

Into their plans to pry, and mreep from tent to tent 
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LVII. 

“ Number their troops, and with instinctive wit 
Fathom their thoughts, as far as in him lies:’' 

Said Tancrcd then, I have a Squire most fit 
For the exploit, the very prince of spies ; 

Quick, subtle, dexterous, he has Argus eyes 
For such concerns ; shrewd, supple, light of toe ; 

Bold too, but in his boldness close and wise ; 

And many tongues he talks, and varies so 
His gesture, voice, and gait, that none the man can know.” 

LVIII. 

Sent for, he came ; and soon as he had heard 

Duke Godfrey’s pleasure and his lord’s, was won 

To their desire ; he, smiling, with a word 

The task embraced, and said, “ My Lords, I’m gone ; 

Into their unsuspicious camp anon 

Enter I will, and pay implicit heed 

To all their motions, recognised by none : 

E’en at n\idnoon through all the host proceed, 

And number every inaii^ and number every stood. 

L1X. 

“ Their hosts, their squadrons, and the arms tliey b "Ing 
I pledge myself to notice ; nay, I vow 
The closest tlioughts and counsels of the king 
To win adroitly from him — ask not how.” 

Thus with bold air Vafrino spoke ; and now 
Stayed but to bare his gracefiil neck, to wdnd 
Long rolls of linen round his manly brows 
Change for a mantle Ids jupp6n, and bind 
Round his broad wraist a belt, a quiver hang behind. 

' LX. 

And thus accoutred, in his dexter hand 
A Syrian bow, with gestures nothing meek, 

He seems a pure barbarian, and all stand 

In absolute amaze to hear him speak 

Such various tongues, so tliat in Greece a Greek, 

In Tyre a true Fhasnician, in the waste 
Of marbled Tadmor an Arabian sheik, 

’ All would have thought him ; off he rides in> haste, 

On a swift steed that scarce disturbed the sands it paced. 
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LXI. 

But Grc the third day shone, the Franks had strained 
Each nerve to smoothe the rough uneven ways, 

Finished their engines, and in fact maintained 
One ceaseless vigil of fatigue ; the days 
Alone sufticed them not ; but by the blaze 
Of piny torches did they task the night 
With toil, disdaining sleep : to Godfrey’s gaze, 

All was now ready with the morning light 
To prove the last extremes and fortunes of the figlit. 

LXll. 

The Chief great part of the preceding day 

Had spent in prayer, and had employed the priest . 

To shrive the army of their sins, that they 
Miglit share with him the sabramcntal feast. 

Then to the parts where- ho intended least 
To stand the brunt of battle, he iq)plied 
His rams and mighty engines, which increased 
The blind(‘d Pagans* transport, hope and pride. 

Seeing them Jaoe the gatp most strongly fortiiied, 

LXlli. 

But wlieii the niglit had spfead her raven pall, 

Tlie huge light tower he spirited away, 

To wliere less str(»iig and crooked showed the wail, 

And jutting angles less forba<lc the play 
Of the strong ram ; his armed tower ere day 
Kaymoml too planting on the hiirs tall crest, 

Took the whole city in his broad survG\>; 

Whilst his Oainillo to tlnit point addressed, 

Where from the north the w^all wdioels round to front the west, 

LXIV. 

When now the roseate messenger of morn 
Had tipt the eastern hills and towers with light, 

*ri»e Pagans stared to see the tower withdrawn 
Far from the s])ot where it stood overnight, 

And seeing trembled ; to the left and right 
New' structures also, manned and managed ivell, 

Till now unnoticed, burst upon their sight, 

With couutlcjjs fresh machines, — balisUe fell, 

Cat, scoridon, crossbow, ram, war-wolf, and mangonel. 

• u 
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" LXV. 

The Syria D people, though depressed at heart 
By this deception, were by no moans slack 
Thither to move their engines from the part 
Where first Duke Godfrey menaced the attack ; 

But he moanwliile, aware that at liis back 
The’ Egyptian army march o<l, thus gave command 
To Guelph and the two Itoberts ; “ On the track 
That leads to Gaza, station each a band 
Of horse, and toward the south watch well, with sword in hand 

LXV I. 

“ And have regard, that whilst I storm the part 
Wher,e the grey battlements most weak appear, 

No sudden squadron, with insidious art. 

Bring round the rage of battle to my roar.” 

He said ; three times tlie trumpet tubes blew drear ; 

To the three sounds, three valiant nations made 
On three sides horrible assault severe* — 

’Gainst each of which, the king in brave parade 

Of arms long laid aside, his hostile powers arrayed. 

LXVII. 

Cased in old arms, and with the weight of age 
Not fear of danger trembling, forth he gors, 

Long lost to war, Count Itaymond to engage, 

The most saga<;ious of his numerous foes : 

The Soldan strides Duke Godfiey to 0]>poso, 

Argantes good Camillo, at whpso side 

Stands Bohemoud’s brave nepliew ; fortune chose, 

Or rather Providence, the Prince to guide 
Thus to the destined foe whose blood his falchion dye<l. 

LXVIII. 

Straight the strong archers frorti their bows lot fly 
Ten thousand mortal barbs with poisonous stings ; 

That underneath a cloud of shafts, the sky 
Grows dark, as though beneath the night’s black wings. 
But blows of more tremendous force from slings 
And huge balistae come, with ruder shocks ; 

For thonce fly, every time the huge ram swings, 

Stones, rugged masses of uprooted rocks. 

Trees shod with pointed steel, lead marble, logs, and blocks^ 
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LXIX. 

Each ^one a tltunderbolt appears, and so 
Where it alights the arms and members broaUs, 

Not life alone and spirit fi^om the blow, 

But form and feature e'en the man forsakes ; 

The long lance stays not in the wound it makes, 

But onward still, still on long after hies ; 

Piercing the warrior’s coat of mail, it takes 
Its course right through him, as he fights or flies ; 
lie feels the piercing point, and as it passes, dies. 

LXX. 

Yet cannot all this force and fury drive 
The des])erate Pagans to forsake the wall ; 

Still to their arms resolved^ they stand, and strive 
Or to revenge each charge, or to forestal ! 

Against the strokes of the strong ram, they call 
For bales of pliant wool, whieli ironi on high 
They hang, and dfiaclen thus the blows that fall ; 

And where the Franks show most exposed and nigli^ 

With thoiisahd thousand shafts givci back a proud reply. 

LXXI. 

still the Franks, arranged in closest file, 

Move on three sides the ramparts to assail, 

And underneath tlic cat and tortoise, smile 
To hoar the sounding stonn of arrowy hail. 

To the high walls, despite the men in mail 
That line their battjernonts, the towers are led, 

And strive to launch, albeit at first th^y fail, 

Their light pontoons ; whilst, worked beneath its shead 
Buts the bombarding ram with adamantine head 

LX XII. 

Irresolute meanwhile Rihaldo stands, 

This risk and that were far too poor a praise ; 

And 'twould be base in him with armed bands 
To bear his flag by plain and beaten ways ; 

Debating thus, he casts around his gaze, — 

That path alone at which all else would halt, 

It pleases him to move in ; he surveys 
The lofiie^ walls their battlements exalt, 

Warred on by none, — ^'t is there he will begin the’ assault. 

Cb 2 
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Lxxm. 

And turning to the trooj) — ^famcd heroes all — 

Whom Dudon lately led, he made exclaim ; 

What, my compeers! shall then this old grey wall 
In the grand wrack repose in peace ? 0 shame 
To generous knighthood, chivalry, and fame ! 

Each hazard to the Brave assurance yields, 

And all steep paths are plain to those who aim 
At praise, — come on then ; quick ! join shield to shield, 
And to their cruel shafts a stubborn tortoise build. 

LXXIV. 

Swift at the word all join with him, all cast 
Their targets o’er their heads in brave disdain ; 

And, man thus wedged with man, compacted fast, 

Form a tight ponthouso that defies the rain 

Of stones and arrows, under which amain 
They speed the rapid match no rage can stay ; 

For well the iron tortoise does sustain ' 

All the huge weights that with tempestuous sway 
h’rom the thronged walls descend, to bar thoir on^^ard way. 

LXXV. 

The walls are reached ; and now Rinaldo rears 
Aloft a scaling ladder with a llight 
Of full two hundred steps, wldch he appears 
To move and manage with an ease as light, 

As winds the willow ; from the ramparts’ lioiglit 
Now rocks, now spears, now beams down tlmiidcring go ; 
Vet upward still abends the dauntless knight, 

By each rebuti’ unscared, unmoved, although 
They should Olympus down, or piny Ossa throw. 

LXXVI, 

A wood of arrows on his shield alights, 

A very mount of fragments, steel and stone, 

On his strong back ; one arm the bulwark smites, 

And one the guardian target o’er the cone 
Of his bright lielm suspends ; the courage shewn 
By him excites his brave compeers no less 
To deeds of daring ; he mounts not alone ; 

Numbers beside with ladders forward press, * 

And cUmb| with various turns of valour and success. 
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LXXVII. 

One dies — another falls — he mounts sublime^ 

These his praise cheers, and those his threats alarm ; 

And to a height so lofty does he climb, 

That now he grasps with his extended arm 
The topmost battlements ; vast numbers swarm 
Round the young knight with dagger, axe, and brand, 

To smite and hurl him down ; but him no harm 
Repels, — 0 wonderful ! a single hand, 

Hung in mid air, has power armed thousands to withstand, 
LXXVIII. 

Not only he withstands, but livelier grows, 

And like the palm-tree when by weights oppressed, 

More strong and valiant from resistance shews, 

His pulse beats brisker^ loftier shoots his CTCSt 
Some of his foes lie ^lew', dispersed the rest, 

The spars and stones that oii his buckler weiglied 
Shook off, leaped o'er the battlements, possessed 
The walls ho wished, and with his ruling blade 
Safe for his following ffiends the’ obstructed passage made : 

LXXIX. 

And to the youngest brother of the brave 
And virtuous Godfrey, just about to fall, 

His kind victorious hand Rinaldo gave. 

And lielped him second so to scale the wall, 

Godfrey meanwhile, whom nothing could appal, 

In other quarters various fortunes proved, 

Nor were the perils he encountered small ; 

For there not knight alone with knight approved 
His strength, but tower 'gainst tower, 'gainst engine engine 
moved. 

# LXXX. 

And there the Syrians had upreared a pine 
That once had served some admiral for a mast, 

And hung thereto, by many a twisted line 
To a huge transverse beam on high made fast, 

A long steel-headed ram, stout, rude, and vas^ 

Which backward drawn by cords, tempestuous fell. 

And shattered all at which its front was cast ; 

By turns the beam they pull, by turns propel, 

As the snail now shrinks in, now creeps from forth its shell. 
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Beats the huge beam, and on the tower so rore 
Doubles its loud percussions, as to smite 
Some paces back the pile, with all it bore, 

And many a mortised rafter disuintc: 

The tower, for every exigence of fight 
Prepared, brooked not the sounding insult long, 

But from within, till. now ctuuKialed from sight, 

Launched out two scythes, large, crooked, sharp, and strong, 
And cut the cords on which the' euonnous engine swung. 

LXXXIl. 

As a huge rock, which age or stormy w'inds 
rproot or loosen from soiric mountain steep, 
lloJls headlong down, and into thin dust grinds 
Woods, houses, hamlets, herds,* and Hocks of sheep; 

So fell the frightful beam with giant h'uj), 

ITidcous, enormous, boaripg to the grounrl 
Arms, men, and turrets in its stonriy s\Yeep ; 

Shake the firm mraparts ; rocks the tower ; and rouuti, 

The hills and hollow glens rebellow back the sound, 

Lxxxni. 

All sanguine now to win the wall advanced 
The conquering (!lhicf ; but siuhlnnly he sees 
Tliick noisome clouds of flame sulphureous lanced 
Against him, favoured by the driving breeze: 

Ne’er did Mount Etna send forth flames like these. 
Dispensing death from her cavernous womb ; ■ 

Nop e’er did Tndiai\ skies, w^heii most disease 
And fervent summer filled the air witii gloom, 

Rain such thick vapours down, mute Nature to consume. 
LXXXIV. 

Here globes of wild-fire, there fly, burning spears ; 

This flame burns black, thsit bloody red ; the smell 
Poisons, the thunder deafens all their ears, 


Smoke blinds their eyes, fires scorch them, hot as hell ; 
Not long can e'en the moist bull-hides repel 
Their fierceness, scarcely do they now defend 
The tower, already they begin to swell ; 

They reek, they shrink, and with the blaze must blend, 
Heightening its ardent rage, if Ibnivcm no succour send.. 
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LXXXV. 

Still in the front of all the Duke abides, 

Nor changes colour, countenance, or place ; 

But cheers on those, who from the shrivelling hidc^s 
With water strive the' advancing tires to chase. 

Thus went the war ; thus urgent stood their case ; 
Their well-used water disappearing fast, 

The gathering flames they could no longer face ; 

Wlien on the sudden rose a friendly blast, 

And the tieree wild-fire back upon its authors cast. 

LXXXVl. 

The winds fought with the flames, and backward ble-.A 
The fires ; for wluire the foe their sheds had reared, 
Upon the soft materials swift it flew, 

Whicli kindled, eraekhjd, hhized, and disappeared. 

0 glorious Cjif)tain ! to thy (lod endeared, 

By thy God guarded ! Heaven ifsedf was found 
Banged on thy side ; the very winds revered 
Thy will, and, siirninonod by tliy truinpet’s sound, 

Obedient rusdied to warjiom all their regions round, 

LXXXVIJ. 

But fell Lsnione, who saw* his sulphurous fires 
Forced back against him on the a<lverse gale, 

By his black art, despite the wiiuN, asj)ires 
The Lws of Nature yet to countervail ; 

Betwixt two hags, his vowx^l attend tints, pale 
In his dark mantle, on the walls he reai’ed 
His hideous .shape ; and with his lengt][/ of nail, 

His squalid aspect, and dishevelled beard, 

Pluto himself between two Furies dire appeared. 

Lxxxviri. 

And now were hoard tli^se o^wful sounds which fill 
With deepest horror hell’s ju’ofoundest streams ; 

The winds already roareil on every lull. 

The sun in clouds withdrew his golden beams ; 

When sudden, frustrate of his impious scliemes, 

A stone, or rather rock, the tower robust, 

As still the' accursed wretch high Heaven blaspheuicfli 
Hurled frojn its bowels with a stroke so just 
As brayed at once their bones and bodies into dust. 
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To bloody dust minute their heads and brains 
Were widely scattered with a roaring sound ; 

To bloody dust, miiuitcr than the grains 
Of corn to meal betwixt rough mill-stones ground ; 
With groans the three foul spirits leave the round 
Of the blue heavens and fine etliercal sense 
Of joy and sunshino, for the shades profound 
Of hell ; — learn, mortals, piety from hence, 

Nor dare (lod’s slumbering wrath omnipotent incense I 

xc. 

Meanwhile the engine rescued from the flame 
Ey the kind whirlwind, to the city ran, 

And, all resistance now defeated, came 
So near the rainj)arts that its britigo began, 
b-niinched, to attach ; but thither vSblyman 
Eushed on the instant ; ‘sharply did he ply 
His strokes, aii<l certainly the’ au(laci(?.is man 

Had liowed It down, but suddenly his eye 
Another tower beheld, uprising in tho sky. ■ 

xci. 

The’ enormous pile shot up into tlie air 
Far Jibovo spire, niosgue, minaret, and tow'cr ; 

So that tho Pagans in theif otiipor stare 
To see the city subject to its power. 

Eiit the fierce Turk still keeps his stand, though lour 
The clouds of niiii round him ; ,he derives 
Strength from the«atrife : and, careless of the shower 
Of stones, to cut tho bridge still trusts and strives ; 
And his despairing friends with glorying shouts revives. 

XCII. 

The' archangel Michael, clad in Arms divine, 

To Godfrey then, but visible to none 
Besides, appeared ; his face did far outshine. 

When clear of every cloud, tho noonday sun. 

“ Godfrey,” he cried, “ the fated sands are run ; 

This is the hour to cancel with thy blade 
The chains of Sion ; thy desire is won ! 

Droop not, droop not thine eyes to earth, dismayed, 
But sec w'hat numerous hosts I bring, tliine arms to aid. 
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XCIIT. 

Lift up thine eyes, and in mid air the’ immense, 

Immortal army on its march survey ! 

For the dim veil that clouds your mortal sense, 

And from the cradle to the tomb your clay 
Wraps round with darkness, lo ! I rend away, 

That thou the angers in their shapes mayst see, 

And, one short moment, the effulgent ray 
Of their celestial essences, with free 
Undazzled sight sustain, — long time it may not be. 

xciv. 

“ Observe the souls of every lord and knight, 

Christ’s blessed saints, who late but ohampions were ! 

With what a holy zeal they seek the fight, 

The final glory with thyself to share! 

Lo I what mixt clouds 6f smoke and dust in air 
Fluctuate aloft from the disiuantK.'d town ; 

And lo, that h*<*ty heap of ruins ! there, 

Hugo, conspicuous hy his sapphire crown, 

Heaves high his golden mace, and beats the huge towers down. 

xcv. 

“ Dudon is he who at the iforthern fort, 

Which he with fire and sword assaults, prepares 
Arms for the Franks, nor ceasbs to exhort 
Fresh knights to mount the tall scalades he bears ; 

That surpliced Saint who in his tresses wears 
The sacerdotal crown, on,yondor hill, 

Is the blest soul of Ademar, — his carosr 
The same as erst ; observe with what good-will. 

He deals his pastoral signs and benedictions still. 

xevT. 

" Look higher yet, Jfnd, ^^ritnessing the war 
The whole hierarchy of Heaven survey !” 

Ho raised his eyes ; and at one prospect saw, 

In myriad numbers numberless, the' array, 

Three squadrons wing’d; each radiating away 
In triple phalanx from the' observer’s eye. 

Ring beyond ring, — a beautiful display 
«Of winged* orbs, that, widening as they fiy 
Sublime, possess the whole circumference of the sky. 
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Here he hU dazzled eyes declined, nor more 
The glorious vision in its pomp descried ; 

When next he looked, the wondrous show was o*er, 

And gazing round, he saw on every side 

His troops victorious ; many a hero vied 

After divine Itinaldo to command 

The walls, leaped up, and deep his falchion dyed ; 

Oodfrey, this seen, aloof disdained to stand, 

But snatched the Red-Gross staff from his flag-bearer's hand| 

xcviii. 

And passes first the bridge ; but midway here 
Finds the stern Soldan ready to debate 
His farther passage ; few their strokes, but clear 
Their prowess, — a small plank the field of fate ! 

“ Lo, here,” the Sol<lau shouts, “T consecrate, 

Here yield my gallant spirit up this day, 

For Sion's good ! So ho ! my friends, d prate, — 

Cut the pontoon down at my back, and they 
Shall have small cause 4;o boiist the pleasure of their prey T’ 

ICIX. 

But when he saw far-off RinalUo temi 
Toward him, and all his friends in flight, he said ; 

“ What now remains? if thus my life I 8])cnd, 

To what advantage will my blood bo sliofl ?” 

Revolving thus, with slow disdainful tread 
He turned aside, and left the pc^s assayed 
Free to the Chief ’m who following as he fled 
The Soldan’s footsteps, with his brandished blade, 

High on the r«*impart walls the purple Cross displayed. 

c. 

The glorious ensign in a thousai>d wreaths 
And folds voluminous rejoicing twines ; 

It seems the wind on it more sweetly breathes; 

It seems tlic sun on it more brightly shines ; 

That each tossed javelin, each aimed shaft declines 
To strike the staff; the streets Hosannas sound ; 

Floods clap their hands, on mountains dance tlie pines ; 
Seems it that Sion, that her green hills crowned, 

Scoop from the clouds their crests, and bend adoring round. 
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Then raised the Christians all their long loud shout 
Of victory, joyful, resonant, and high ; 

Their words the towers and temples lengthen out ; 

To the glad sound the mountains make reply : 

At the same moment, joining in the cry, 

Tancred each strong obstruction overthrew 
Raised by Argantes ; brought his engine nigh, 

Cast out his bridge, and, without more ado, 

Leaped on the conquered wall, and raised his standard too* 

CII. 

But on the hills toward the South, where fought 
Raymond the hoary with the Syrian king, 

The Gascon knights their engine had not brought * 

Yet to the walls, nor possibly could bring; 

For there the Tyrant had in aid a ring 
Of soldiery, the flower of all his hgst, 

Who stubbornly witb mace, with sword, and sling, 

Stood to the strife ; the walls too on that coast 
Were, as less ^ni and higli, with engines strengthened most 

cm. 

Besides, on that steep side the’ enormous tower 
Less steady footing for its passage found ; 

Nor could their utmost industry* and power 
Correct the rugged nature of the ground : 

But when the shout from all the quarters round 
Beached the two hosts that here the walls contest, 

Both Aladiiie and Baymond by the soun^l 
Were well assured that on the North and West, 

The long defended town already was possessed. 

CIV. 

Which heard, the Count sj^out^ to the knights he led ; 

“ Taken already is the’ assaulted town; 

And does it conquer us ? shall it be said 

We only share not in the day’s renow'n 

But here the troubled king, quite desperate grown 

Of the dispute, drew off his chivalry 

To the strong- hold of his endangered Crown, 

His last lornjiope, a fortress .strong and high, 

Where yet long time lie trusts the’ assailants to def^ . 
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CV. 

Then the whole host pours in^ not o’er the iivalls 
Alone, but through the gates, which soon unclose, 
Battered or burnt ; and in wide ruin falls 
Each strong defence that might their march oppose. 
Bagcs the sword ; and Death, the Slaughterer, goes 
’Twixt Woe and Horror with gigantic tread, 

From street to street ; the blood in torrents flows, 
And settles in lagoons, on all sides fed, 

And swelled with heaps on heaps of dying and of dead. 


CANTO XIX 

f> 



ABODMBMT, 

iMCKBD In single combet slays bla foo 
T'le terrible Argantes; Aladine 
Flees to the citadel, and saTotli so 
Ills host ; Enninia challenges VafHne ; 

Of the leagued hosts reveals the masked design. 
Accompanies him back, and on the sands 
Finds her loved lord half dead beneath a pine ; 

First mourns, then cures him ; Godfrey understands 
Onnondo*! plot, and acts as circumstance demands. 
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I. 

Now prudence, death, or fear each Pagan knight 
Has ravished from the walls ; alone his mace 
Argantes plies upon the battled height, 

And obstinately still disputes the place ; 

Still with a cheerful and intrepid face 

Fights on secure against the chivalry 

That hems him in ; and, dreading the disgrace, 

Far more than death, of being forced to Ay, 

Sooner than seem to yield stands all resolved to die. 

II. 

But beyond all importunate to quell 

The Pagan, Tancred presses through the cr^d ; 

The kniglit Arganteff recognised right well 
By his known arms, keen strikes, and bearing proud, 
For him who fought with him before, and vowed 
Return on the sixth morning, nor*the vow 
Fulfilled, made captive ; whence he shouts aloud ; 
Prince! is it thus you keep your faith ? and now 
Return you thus to war, fcdoeined one scarce knows how f 

III . 

Late you return, and not^aiono, yet I 
Shun not the battle, nor the issues fear ; 

Although, to all appearance, ydu draw nigh 
Not as a knight, but as an engineer ; 

But make a shield of your Italians here, 

New forms of war, strange arms invent in aid, 

They shall not serve you novr, false chevalier, 

Foul slaughterer of fair ladies, to evade 
The death already due to my defrauded blade !” 

IV. 

The good Lord TanCred-^nswered with a smile 
Of some disdain, in terms of like proud glee ; 

All late as is rny slow return, — erewhile, 

’T will seem, 1 fancy, much too soon for thee ; 

For thou shalt wish, on ho>v devout a knee, 

Some Alp or ocean spread its wide barrier 
Of space betwixt us ; then too shalt thou sec, 

By fatal pnx)f, if cowardice or fear 
Has made ind'sed my sword so long a stranger here. 
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V. 

** But step aside, 0 thou whose haughty arms 
Big giants only and tough knights chastise; 

Thee to a held apart from these alarms 
The mighty slaughterer of fair dames defies !'* 

This said, he to his followers turns, and cries ; 

“ Back from the warrior ! brave him not a blow ; 

Nay, vassals, never grudge your Chief his prize ; 

For mine he is more than a common foe, 

Mine, both by challenge now*, and promise long ago I ** 

VI. 

Come down, alone or followed, to the feud, 

Ket\ as yor will," the Saracen replied ; 

“ To the thronged field or to the lou^^y wood, 

Whatever the odds, I stir not from your side !" 

Thus ending parle, the challenged and defied 
In open concord from tfie walls descend, 

By mortal fight their quarrel to decide ; • 

Hate made them one, and, e’en as friend wouk* {’riend, 
Each did the other’s life, from pure despite, deftiiid. 

VII. 

Great is the thirst of praise, great the desire 
Which Tancred has to slay a foe so grand ; 

Nor would his blood, he fancies, slake his ire. 

If but a drop were shed by other’s hand : 

He guards the Pagan witli his shield ; and, Stand ! 
Strike not ! ” ho cries to all hewmeets ; and so. 

Safe from the rage of each encountering band, 

From falchion, dagger, spear and bended bow, 

Through thousand angry friends he brings his careless foe,. 

VIII. 

The busy roar of war, the’ •invAied Vown, 

And void pavilions far they leave behind, 

Following a footpath, that o’er dale and down 
In many a secret coil and tangle twined ; 

At length a small secluded vale they find, 

Deep in the heart of woody hills embayed, 

As it for sylvan sport had been designed, 

Or Roman circus by proconsul made • 

For gladiatorial show, — shut in by silent shade. 
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IX. 

Here then they paused ; and, full of anxious thought} 
Argantes turned, the’ afflicted town to view ; 

Tancred, perceiving that tlic knight had brought 
With him no sliield, his own to distance threw ; 

And said, What gloom does thus thy soul subdue ? 
Thiiik’st tliou the destined hour to terminate 
TJiy life at length is come ? if this thou rue, 

With pensive mind prophetic of thy fate, 

Thy fear is useless all, thy foresight comes too late!” 

X. 

“ I think,” said he, (and sighed), “ on that lorn town. 

The pomp of realms, about to pass away, V 
The queen of Syrj^H^oary in renown, ^ 

Whose fatal ruin I have failed to stay ; 

I think how insign ificaiht li^^rey 
To rny disdain and vengeance is iho due 
Which on thy beach Heaven destines me to-day 1” 

Ho ceased ; an^l each to each with caution drew, 

For well each iirmcd knight his rival’s prowess kuw. 

XI. 

Tancred is light of limb irf han4 and foot, 

Swift as the wnd that o’er the valley scours ; 

JMonstrous in girth, like some terrific brute, 

And taller by the head Argantes towers ; 

Tancred now wheels, now traverses, now cowers, 

Like the coiled snake In j|,ct at will to glide 
Home to his victim, or wiUi fiercer powers 
Shoot out ; still parrying stroke with stroke, he tried 
All points of skill to turn the’ iissailing sword aside. 

xn. 

But spacious and erect, Argantes shews 
Like skill, in different posture ; as he Ccin, 

Straight to liis mark with stretched-out arm he goes, 

And seeks to’ encounter not the steel, but man ; 

That tries each moment some new [loint or plan. 

This never fails an instant to present 
His sabre at the face ; and, swift of scan, 

With thTb^itening blade stands ready to provent • 

The stol’n advance, quick pass, and treacherous feigned intent 
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ZIII. 

E’eu thus two gallant ships, when not a gale 
Stirs the smooth surface of the silent main, 

One famed for size, and one for speed of sail, 

With force unequal, equal tight maintain ; 

This bears down lightly, goes and comes again, 

Wheels round from prow to poop, and still the eye 
Mocks, whilst the other doth unmoved remain, 

And ever as the nimbler one draws nigh, 

Throats with its vast machines wild ruin from on high. 

XIV. 

Whilst to rus|!i in the wily Latin strives, 

Shunning t^^s point that glittered at his breast, 

The hlade Argantes brandishes, and Mitres 
Full at the face, which Tanci*ojd would arrest ; 

But the fell Pagan, as he forward pressed. 

Strongly, and swift as ihes a Parthian shaft. 

Coiled his strong wrist aslant, — the sWord digressed. 

And ploughed his side ; whereat he gaily laughed 
And cried :^VBv blest Mahoundfthe craiftsman's fofied in cralt !" 

XY.^ 

Prince Tancred bit his bps 'twixt sconi and shame, 

Laid by all points of skill, and on liis loo 

Bums for revenge with suCh an eager aim, — 

Victory appears defeat, achieved so slow ; 

The boast he answers by his sword, and lo ' 

Where the barred vizor opens to* tlic sight, 

Dares a fierce thrust ; tiie Ibrmidabie blow 
Argantes breaks, and, in the last despite 
Of risk, at half-swcrd’s length stept in the' audacious knight 

XVI. 

With his left hand tlie Pagan's sVon§ right arm 
He seized, and with his right his falchion plied ; 

With many a deadly gash of deepest harm 
Piercing at will the undefended side. 

“ To his triumphant tutor," loud he cried, 

** This happy answer the foiled sciolist 
Yields in reply!" with passion, pain, and pride, 

Argantes groaned, and writhing, strove to twi&t 
From the It^ian's grasp, in vain, the prisoned wrist. 
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His sword suspended by its chain at length 
He left, and griped his rival round the waist ; 

The same did Tancred, and with all their strength 
Each grappling crushed the other, breast to breast : 

Not with more force divine Alcides pressed 
Upheaved Antseus on the Libyan sands 
In this their Jong and muscular caress 
Of hate, they knit tenacious knots and bands, 

Flinging in various forms their brawny arms and hands. 

* XVIII. 

Pr(.‘ssing, compressed, whirled round, they wrestled, till 
Both overpowered together pressed the gro^^; 
Argantes, whethe^^hiy good chance or skill. 

His better arm, in perfect Medom found ; 

But the more dexterous'baCd to strike and wound 
Tancred had undermost, and thu9 restrained. 

Himself from tl^ fierce arm that clasped him round, 

• Strong with the\\ense of risk, he disenchained. 

And lightly leaping dp, Arm footing straight regapMd. 

XIX. 

Far alowl hy rosa ^fCo* unwieldy 

And ere he rose received a cleaving blow ; 

But as in Uu^toring winds the hiountain pine 
Bears, the next moment that its head stoops low, 

Its leafy forehead to the clouds, e'en so 
Wlien most oppressed, his«valour rises higher ; 

And now again ferocious thrusts they tlirow. 

Fierce strokes exchange ; and, in their sightless ire, 

The fight, with less of skill, grows momently more dire. 

XX. 
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From Tancred’s wouifds lfrge»drops of purple earner 
But from the Pagan's flowed a perfect flood ; 

And now his fury, like a wasting flame 
Unfed with fuel, faints from loss of blood ; 

Tancred, who saw his foe, in strength subdued, 
Slowly and slowlier wave his weary blade, 

_ pify calmed his own fell mood, 

Tho ang^r]^sions of his soul allayed, 

Dropt a few paces back, and thus mild speaking, said : 
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Yield thee^ brave man ! and recognise in me, 

Or in strong Fate, thy victor; live, Sir Knight ; 

No spoil, no triumph do I seek o*er thee, 

Nor to my arms reserve a victor’s right ! ” 

To this the Fagan, with a frown like Night, 

More fierce than ever, kindling into flame 
The slumbering furies of his soul, in spite 
Replied ; Dost thou, dost thou the' advantage cLum 
And dost thou dare to tempt Argantes to his shame ! 

xxu. * 

'^XJse thy si^rned fortune; 1 will yet chastise, 

Presumptig as fool! the fienzy of that phrase !” 

As a spenx taper musters ere it dies 
Its flames, to perish in the sf^lendid blaze, 

So, chenching with rage the.hlnc3 tliat plays 
Thus feebly in his veins, ho would supply 
Strength to the spirit which so fast decays ; 

And ^ last hour of life, which now div>v nigh, 

Crown glonous end, and like i*5ro die.* 

XUUb 

To his left liana feljow he applied, 

And with them both impelled his boa\y blade ; 

Down it descended, — ^meeting, struck aside 
The prince’s sword, nor tlier its fury stayed ; 

Rut, glancing from the shoulder, did invade 
All his left side in its obfique career, 

And many wounds at the same moment made ; 

If Tancred quailed not at the stroke iA»vere, 

'Twas that his heart was formed incapable of fear. 

XXIV. 

His blow the Faynim doubled; 4 .but>he spent 
On the void air his desperate energy, 

As Tancred, conscious of his fierce intent, 

The stroke prevented, slipping nimbly by. 

By thine own weight o’erlmlanced dost thou lie 
On earth, Argantes, nor couldst shun the fall ; 

Thyself hast thou o’erthrown — oh fatal die, 

Ww cast ! thrice happy, that none else can 
Himself thy conqueror now, or triumph in thy thrall 
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XXV. 

Ilis p^aping wounds tbe fidl made yet more wide^ 

And from their lips fresh purple torrents broke; 

Raised by his hand upon one knee, he tried 
On new defence the battle to provoke. 

“ Yield,” cried the courteous prince, and live !” no stroke 
He struck or menaced, as he made the’ appeal; 

The sullen Fagan not an accent spoke, 

But at swift stealth shot out his treacherous steely 
And with a shout of joy exulting pierced his heel. 

XXVI. 

Then rose the rage of Tancred, and he said, 

Villain ! dost thcu my mercy thus deride.” 

Then plunged, a^ plunged again his fatal blftde 
Where a free pass th«,;^ver^5Byle supplied. 

Thus died Argantes: ^l&hved, he died. 

Dying, he menaced death ; no lasnentation 
Broke from hisrlips, but fixt, unbending pride, 

Feiocious hate,Und scorn of all salvation, 

Spoke \a his^test and list gesticulation. — 

His sword thor^^heathing, to hi«i eupo^tan Saint 
Prince Tancred paid his solemn thanks sincere ; 

But stirife enfeebled, Vom, and faint, 

His bloody meed has cost the victor dear ; 

So that he seriously began to fear 

His limbs would scarcel^^ serve him to retrace 

His homeward path ; yet to the pine-tree near. 

Which kept^the entrance to that shady place, 

He step by step moved on, witli slow unsteady pace. 

XXVIIT. 

Not far can the weak kni^ht*his stq>s command, 

Tbe more he hastes, more tired, the less his spe^ ; 

Whence he at length sits down, and on his hand, 

His hand, that trembles like a disking reed, 

Propped on his elbow, leans his head ; fkst bleed 
His wounds, the scene spins round, his giddy brain 
and night seems in her sabm 
To wrap^o ^y ; at length he swoons with palt^ 

And undistinguished Vm the dayer from ibp diun* 
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XXIX. 

Whilst the two lords pursue their lonely fight. 

So fierce and bloody made by private hate, 

Tlio angry victors in the city smite 
The guilty people wide from gate to gate : 

Pressed, on all sides tlmy rush, to shun their fate; 

Oh, who can fully picture in his page 
The horrors of the sack ! what tongue relate. 

In fitting teniis the agony — ^the rage — 

The dreadful scenes that passed on such a spacious stage ! 

XXX. 

Each place is choked with carnage, filled with death ; 

In intertandiea heaps the slaughtered lie ; 
Thelfallin^ests upon the fallen ; benejith 
The* unburied dead the buric^ living die ; 

Here with dishevelled locks mad Mothers fly, 

Straining their infants to tlieir breasts ; and there 
The savage spoiler, drunk with victory \ 

And rifled treasure, by her golden hair Z 

Drags off t}\(|sliriGking maid b his voluptuous l<ir. 

But through the^ttiiy^which near th^wieaterp hills, 
Where he beholds the solemn Temple stand, 

All moist and horrid withthe blood he spills. ^*^^ 
Rinaldo, rushing, drives the Paynini banu ; 

The cruel falchion in his red right-hand 

O’er their plumed heads in bickering circles waves ; 

Its strokes nor shield nor helmet can w ithstand ; 

He bleeds who vainly turns, he dies who brayes ; 

It is the want of arms, not armour here which saves. 

XXXII. 

On steel alone his noble steel d^iccmls, 

The’ unarmed he scorns to hurt ; the anued, the strong 
Who dare him not, and whom no mail defends. 

By frowns and dreadful shouts he drives along. 

Oh who can tell, nor do his valour wrong, 

What prodigies he wrought; how wide he spread, 

How menaced, spared, spurred on the trembling 
How with unequal risk, but equal dread, 

Armed and unarmed alike his face afifrighted fle<i I — 
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XXXIll. 

Already with the crowd their bravest men, 

A numerous party, had the Temple gained ; 

Which, burnt and oft rebuilt as it had been, 

The name of its great founder still retained. 

Of cedar, gold, and marbles richly stained, 

The glorious tribute of a thousand shores, 

King Solomon had framed it : it remained, 

If with less splendid roofs and ])lainer doors, 

S.rong with embattled towers, firm walls, and brazen doors. 

XXXIV. 

Beaching this fortress, in whose spacious heart 
The multitude were fled, Binaldo found 
The portals closed, and every single part • 

Of the high battlements with lances crowned, 

And threatening mangonels : he rolled around 
nis flashing eyes, and twice the«trong retreat 
Scanned from its topmost turret to the ground, 

Some narrow p.^s3 to spy, and twice in heat 

Circled the 8i)acioii5 pilQ on sw»ft, impatient feet. 

xy^xv. 

As the destroying wolf at liiidnight prowls, . 

With eager hungry jaws and eyes of fire, 

Bound the penned fold, and disappointed growls 
With fierce mstinctivc hate and native ire ; 

So goes Binaldo, wild with the desire 
To penetrate the fabric he surveys ; 

In vain — it stands impassive and entire^ 

In the grand Court at length his steps he stays, 

And they the^ assault expect with flxt, despairing gaze. 

XXX VI. 

By chance, for somo rai;p' use reserved, there lay 
A long and tapering beam the hero nigh ; 

The tightest argosy in Genoa’s bay 

Has not a mast more stately, stout, and high ; 

On this the noble Infant cast his eye, 

And with that hand to which all weights were light, 
J^oisip^ the formidable lance on high, 

To his'lri^ds’ wonder and his foes’ affijght, 

Hurled it agiiinst the gates, with unexampled might. 
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XXXVII. 

Nor brass nor marble stone could stand before 
The sudden force of that tremendous blow ; 

The sounding hinges from the rock it tore, 

Broke the strong locks, and laid the portals low : 

Nor battering engine, nor balista-bow, 

Nor fulmining petard, death’s thunderball, 

Gould have done more : in, like a deluge, flow 
Through the void pass vast numbers, at the call 
Of the triumphant youth, the’ inspiring soul of all. 

XXXVIII. 

Their dreadful slaughter black and mournful made 
That lofty pile, once consecrate to God ; 

Oh heavenl^ justice ! sharp, if long delayed, 

On wicked nations falls thy chastening rod : 

Under thy secret influence, at 'thy hod, 

Bage woke in hearts byaiature soft and mild; 

Till the grim Frank alone on corses trod, 

And the revilers^ in their turn reviled, 

Washed with their blood the fane thejr sins had late defiled, 
xxx^. 

But Solyman mcjinwhilo to the strong tower. 

Which yet the name of David bore, was sped, 

And with the gathered remnant of his pow^er, , 

Blocked up each street that to the fortress ICd ; 

And thither too the feeble Tyrant fled, 

Whom when the Soldan saw, hc^thus bespoke : 

“ Come, famous Biioce ! and shield thy noble head 
On the towered summit of this lofty rock, 

Where thou the worst assaults of battle still may’st mock. 

XL. 

“ Here from the rage of hostile sjvords, thy crown, 

Thy life and kingdom mayst thou yet defend 
“ Woe 's me ! ” ho answered, “ woe is me ! iny Town 
Barbaric hands from the foundations rend ; 

My race is run, — my rule is at an end, — 

I lived, I reigned ; I live and reign no more ; 

For all that now is left me, O my friend, 

Is to exclaim, ‘ We were !' — all, all is o’er ! 

Our final hour’s at hand ; pale Death is at the d^r I 
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XLI. 

Where then/’ 'the angry Soldan made exclaim, 

Where is thine old heroic courage flown ? 

Ill-fortnne take our kingdoms ! arc not fame, 

Worth, pride, and kingly grandeur yet our own ! 

These with us stay, though those be overthrown ; 

But rest within thy weary limbs, and court 
Refreshment ; there are tliose will guard thy throne 
Thus saying, he at once unclosed the port, 

And led the hoary king within the’ embattled fort. 

XLII. 

His iron mace he grasps with both his hands, 

_ Girds fast the trusty sabre to his thigh. 

And in the’ attempted pass intrepid stands, > 

The whole FranK people singly to defy ; 

Quick, mortal blows fall hdrrid from on high, 

The rash they daunt, the’ Heroic J;hey abase ; 

Whom they kill n^, they stun at least, — all fly 
At length, and vacant leave the’ iriYested place, 

Where’.er he pares *to moye withdiis gigantic rnace.^ 

XLin. 

But lo ! well sheathed in brigandine of brass, 

Arrived, and followed by a hundred knights, 

Earl Raypond rushes to the dangerous pass, 

And the tremendous weapon sternly slights ; 

He at the Soldan first, but vainly smites. 

Vainly his sword descends ; but not in vain 
The furious Saracen his stroke requites > 

Struck on tlie temples, with bcwdldcred brain 
And quivering arms he lies, extended on the plain.— 

XLIV. 

And now the vanquished reaipumc the fire 
Which fear had bauisho<! from their hearts of late, 

And the Frank victors, beaten bock, retire. 

Or slaughtered fall within the portal-gate ; 

But the Arch-Genius of the fierce debate, 

Seeing the earl, betwixt alive and dead, 

Lie with the slaughtered at his feel, elate, 

Called to Ins Saracens behind, and said ; 

^ Drag in this captive knight ; what now have yo tc d: .^ad f" 
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XLV. 

Forward they rushed to execute the deed, 

But found the task both dangerous and severe ; 

For to the rescue, with like eager speed, 

All Baymond’s people dock, with sword and spear. 

There pious duty fights, brute fury here, 

In no mean cause, and with no mean intent ; 

The life — the freedom of so brave a peer 
Hang on their blades ; to seize him these are' bent, — 
Those bleed, the' adront at once to’ avenge and to prevent. 

XLVI. 

Yet had the stubborn Turk at length prevailed, 

Such eager thirst for vengeance ho displayed, 

For "gainst <iis thundering weapon nought availed 
The sevenfold shield, fine helm, or tempV*red blade, — 
But from each side a new and ‘powerful aid 
Was suddenly perceived, approaching near, 

The well-contested fortress to invade ^ 

And both at once, from adverse points, appear — 

The sovereign Captain there, ihe yoi^ng Dinaldo Jiere. • 

XLVII. 

Then as a shepherd, when the'whirlwirld's blast 
Comes sweeping on, with lightning, hail, and rain. 
Seeing the skies with tliousand clouds o’ercast, . 

His fleecy cliaijge drives from the open plain ; 

And looks around, sollcltojs to gain 
The sheltered valley or o'erarchpig rock, 

Where Heaven's Jiot wj'ath thej'- may unhurt sustain ; 
With crook and cry ho forward sjieeds the flock, 

And last avoids himself the storm's infuriate shock : — 

XLVIII. 

Just so the Pagan Prince, vghen he descried 
The' inevitable tempest, heard tile blast 
Tliat startled heaven, and saw, on either side, 

The field with groves of lances overcast. 

Sent back his men, well guarded by his vast 
Encircling shield and adamantine mace, 

Into the tower, himself retiring last ; 

Last he retires, but with that liaughty pace, , 

Which shews he neither yields in fear nor in ^sgr.'u^e. 
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XLIX. 

T was task enough for him the tower to gain ; 

Scarce were the portals barred, the’ escape made good. 
Than both the doors and bars were rent in twain, 

And on the threshold young Binaldo stood ; 

Nor lingered there ; desire to see subdued 
The knight in deeds of arms unmatched, disdain, 

And his own oath impelled him to the feud ; 

Remembering well his promise to the Dane, 

Of keen revenge on him who had Prince Sweno slain. 

L. 

And then, e’en then had his unconquered hand 

Essayed the stubborn citadal, nor there 

Had the Turk found perchance his dauntless«tand * 

Of much avail— ftlie victor’s blade was bare, — 

Rut falling twilight n‘o\y ebscured the air, 

And loud and long the warning; trumpet blew. 

Sounding retreat^ within the spacious square 
Godfrey abode, and round his forces drew, 

Prompt with the inornipg sun the struggle to renew, 

LI. 

“ Lo !” he exclaiftied, with transport on his brow. 

“ The God of Sabaoth has our armies blessed; 

The tug of war is o’er ; but little now 

ItemaiDS, my friends, your glory to arrest, 

Nought to (iismay ; this tower which we invest. 

The last sad refuge of ^ho Paynira, ere 
To-morrow ends, we from their hands jshall wrest ; 
Meanwhile let pity urge you with all care 
To tend your comrades’ wounds, and sooth the pains they beau 

Lll. 

Go, care for those who at^a puce so dear 
Have of these kingdom’s purchased thus the sway ! 

This more befits the Christian chevalier, 

Than base desire of vengeance, or of ■prey. 

Too much, ah, too much cruelty this day 
Hath witnessed ! too much lust of treasure still-— 

I speak it to your shame — do some display ! 

But at ypur peril plunder more, or kill ; 

Heraldr ! your trumpets sound, and publish forth my will.** 
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Llll. 

This said, he went where, from his swoon ‘awok6» 

Groaned in his pain the faint Provencal Chief : 

Nor with less boldness to his soldiers spoke 
The dauntless Turk, and thus disguised his grief ; 

“ Heaven, 0 my friends, will yet a bright relief 
Bring to our gloom ! be firm ; in fortune's spite, 

Your flower of hope yet shews a verdant leaf ; 

For under all this glare of false afiright. 

Our harm has been but small, our loss exceeding light* 

LIV. 

“ The City is not seized ; the Christian Lords 
Have gained the ramparts, beat the vulgar down, 

But in the p^son of your king, your swords, 

And shields, you yet comprise the glorioifi Town. 

Safe stands your Monarch, safe you see his crown, 

Safe his best knights, Tvhllst round this noble host 
Strong walls arise ; vain trophy of renown. 

Let the gay Franks the' abandoned suburbs boast, 

To them the' ambitious gome nyiy yet cat last'bc lo^t. 

LV. ^ 

“ May be? it muat ! for, flattered into pride 
By their so prosperous fortune, all their mind 
Will but to ceaseless riot, hqniicido, 

And most intemperate dalliance be inclined. • 

In this wild tumult, drunk with blood, and blind 
To all but beauty, they must needs appear 
But as a rolling ivave before the vand, 

If the Egyptian host, which now is near, 

Come with the clouds of night, and take them in the roar 

LVI. 

We with our engines may meanwhile annoy 
Each street that leads to yon ^ccui^ed tomb ; 

The .loftiest structures o'er our foes destroy, 

And thus our lordship in the town resume.” 

With these bold words he dissipates their gloom ; 

Exiles their fear, exiles their wild amaze, 

And plants both hope and courage in their room: 

Whilst these events were passing, midst a blaze 
Of arms and gorgeous tents, unawed Yafrino straylT. 
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LVII. 

The lark was warbling sweet her evening song. 

When through the shadows of declining day 
Vafrinq left the' encampment ; all night long 
He travelled on his dark and lonely way ; 

High Ascalon he passed, ere morning grey 
O'er the dim landscape shed its grateful light. 

And when the sun with culminating ray 
Had reached its hot meridian, to the right 
The vast, the bouncUess camp burst proudly on his sight, 

LVIII. 

Millions of tents, o'erwaved with flags unfurled. 

Green, purple, gold, and crimson, lie espies ; 

And hears such strange wild tongues, and such a world 
Of savage sounds from barbarous metals rise, 

Trumpet, and horn, and ^ong, with camels’ cries, 

Hoaringfl of olcphants, and noigJKings clear 
Of shrill-voiced Qpursors, climbing to the skies, 

That to himself ho says, with soul sincere, 

** Alb Asia, JLibya all a^e sure transported here ! " 

LIX. 

He first the' encampment and its strength surveys, 

The circling rampart, its extent, and height. 

Thou sqeks no more obscure and winding ways, 

But boldly "issues to the public sight ; 

And with ap air most unconcerned and light 
Enters the regal gates jlirect, and now 
Asks, and now answers questions, with a sleight 
But to be equalled by the frank bold brow 
Which make& his answers good, and greets it cares not how. 

LX. 

Through the long prowded^strects, the tents and squares, 
Now here, now there, solicitous he turns ; 

The horses, armours, chiefs, the name each bears, 

Their arts and customs he observes and learns ; 

Nor satisfied with this, his spirit bums, 

And partly manages to know the bent 
Of their most secret projects and concerns; 

So well speeds beneath his fair ostent, 

As e’en to win access to the imperial tent. 
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LII. 

Here^ looking round, he marked a rent, through which 
The voice within found egress, and whereby 
The Viceroy's private cabinet, a rich 
Recess, was obvious to the curious eye ; 

So that whoever chose thereto to’ apply 
His ear without, might gather whatsoe'er 
Transpired within; at this the matcliloss spy ^ 

Planted himself, as with assiduous care 
The tent’s defective seam adroitly to repair. 

LXII. 

The Chief bareheaded stood, in arms, and wore 
A vest of Tyrian purple ; in the rear 
Two ))ages kis bright shield and helmet bore ; — 
Thoughtful he stood, and, leaning on his^ spear. 

Gave heed to one who with a Took severe. 

Tall in his stature, siiiewj^ in his frame. 

High points discussed ; Yafrino was alkear ; 

And, surely fancying that he heard the name 
Of Bouillon’s lord, yet more inquisitive became. » 

LXIll. 

He heard the CKieftaiii question ; “ Art'thou then 
So sure of Godfrey’s death ? ” “ So sure,” said he, 

I take my oath by Allah, 4ie’er again 
But as a matador thy face to see ; 

I will outstrip all those who are with me 
Sworn to the deed ; nor ask I other bliss, 

Than to hang up in troi)hy, by decree 
Of our great prince, in his metropolis. 

The man’s rich arms, subscribed with some such verse as this 

LXIV. 

‘ These arms in war from the Frank. Chief, the curse 
And scourge of Asia, brave Ormondo tore, 

When him he slew; the fame whereof, this verse 
And trophied marble laud for evermore ! ’ ” 

“ Of this,” the armed Leader said, “ no more ; 

Think not the king will leave unglorified 
A deed which both the Egypts must adore; 

Thy wish, besure, he will fulfil with pride, . 

And grace thy conquering brows with priceless gems beside. 
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LXV. 

" Now then the counterfeited arms prepare, 

For the great day of fight approaches fast ; 

They are all ready,” he replied, and there 
Botli ended parle, and from the chamber passed. 

Suspense and doubt Yafrino’s mind o’ercast ; 

Long as he weighed the seeming aim and end 
Of their discourse, the project to the last 
Remained obscure, — he could not comprehend. 

What by this feint of arms the traitors could intend. 

LXVI. 

Thence he departed, nor the livelong night 
His eyes to slumber or repose resigned ; 

But wlien that mighty camp at morning liglit 
Unfurled its thousand banners to the wind, 

He in their march the hostile squadrons joined, 

Like the trained hound sequacious of its scent ; 

With them he haited when the day declined, 

And, as before^ stalked slow from tent to tent, 

Eager to gather more qf this dtsguispd intent. 

LXVII. 

On a rich throncf, mid knights and damsels gay, 

Searching around, Armida he descries ; 

Forlorn. she sits, and inly seems to weigh 
Some deep ^ad thought, for as she sits she sighs. 

On her whitp hand in melancholy guise 
She leans her rosy cheqk, and so would fain 
Hide the love-darting radiance of her eyes ; 

Weeps slie or no he knows not, but ’t is plain 
The stars in heaven are dim, and Lour, presaging rain. 

LXVIII. 

In front of her Adi^^tus sit; , nor heeds 

Aught but her charms,— he moves not, scarce respii^ii 

So stedfastly he hangs on her, and feeds 

His pining hopes and unappeased desllres. 

But Tisaphernes now the dame admires, 

Now eyes the savage, whom in soul he spurns 
From her dear sight ; the whilst with changefiil fires 
His visage dark and radiant shews by turns. 

As Love’s nuld watclilight shines, or Wrath’s hot beaooD Dums. 
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LXIZ. 

Then Altamore he views, where more apart 
He stands, enclosed amidst her virgins bright ; 

He lets not loose his glances, but with art 
Buies his fond fancy and his wishful sight : 

His left eye marks her hand, her face, his right 
Glides down voluptuous on a sweeter quest, 

And secretly slips in, to its delight, 

Wliere the too careless and indulgent vest 
Reveals, at every swell, the beauty of her breast. 

LXX. 

At length Armida raised her eyes, and straight 
Her brow cleared up ; and through the clouds of grief 
With which^licr pensive features gloomecj of late. 
Flashed a sweet smile in beautiful relief. 

** Prince,” she said, turning to the Indian Chief, 

Thy vaunts have powei^ my sorrows to assuage ; 

For they confirm mo in the fond belief 
That I shall have quick vengeance : sweet is rage. 
When willing Hope takes up Revengers daring gage.” 

LXXl. 

For Allah’s sake, serene,” the Indian said. 

Thy mournftil aspect, and thy griefs control ; 

For soon indeed Binaldo’s hated head 
I in glad vengeance at thy feet will roll ; 

Or, if it more thy sorrow should console, 
i In chains conduct liim to wrhatever jail 

May please thee most ; 1 swear it on my soul.” 

His rival, hearing thus the ruffian rail, 

Deigned not a word Idmself, but gnawed his bitter nail. 

LXXII. 

She, turning then on Tisapherne q smile, 

Said ; What say’st thou, and how dost thou decide t" 
I,' who am backward in this vaunting style,” 

The noble Prince in irony replied, 

** Will follow this grim champion with a stride 
Less stately, and at distance his sharp sneer 
Stung the fierce savage to the quick, who cried; 

** And fit it is that he whose arm must fear « 

To match tho king of lode’s, thauid linger far arcar.” 
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LXXllI. 

The Persian, nettled at the word, tossed high 
The haughty plumes upon his head, and said ; 

Oh, were I master of my wiU, had I 
But free permission to unaheath my blade, 

Which was the lingerer should be soon displayed 
Nor thee, nor thy big vaunts, ferocious bnite ! 

But Heaven and unconsenting Love I dread 
He ceased ; Adrastus rushed to the dispute ; 
j3Ut then Armida rose, and twixt them placed her foot. 

LXXIV. 

“ Why will you thus retract the oaths,” said she, 

‘‘Which you so oft have given ? respect my woes ; 

Both are my cj^iampions ; let that title be s 
The bond your fatal discords to compose : 

He that is wroth, is wretth with me ; who throws 
Scorn on his comrade, spares Rot to provoke 
My just displeasure ; to your cost be foes !” 

Thus she oxchutned ; and thus beneath a yoke 
Stro'ngcr than steel, their hot,* rebellious spirits broke. 

LXXV. 

Yafrine was there ; and, treasuring in his mind 
All he heard mentioned, from the tent retired; 

Some dee^ dark plot he clearly saw designed, 

Some plot, that was not thus to have transpired; 

But this was all ; he busily inquired 
The naked fact, but fruitlessly ; defeat 
And difficulty but the more inspired . 

The anxipus wish his mission to complete ; 

Fixed or to learn the truth, or there his death to meet. 

LXXVI. 

A thousand tricks an^ subtleties of brain, 

A thousand unimagined means he tried. 

To worm the secret out, but still in vain, — 

The plan was still unknown, the aiftas unspied. 

Fortune at length, when wit alone could guide 
ills steps no farther, lent her graoious aid. 

And the dark knot of all his doubts untied ; 

So that,aU points of the dire project laid 
Against good Bouillon^s life, before him were displayed* 
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LXXYII. 

Thither he turned again, where still among 
Her armed lovers sat the Syrian quden, 

Judging the truth would soonest find a tongue. 

Where such a crowd of visitors convene. 

Here now he greets a damsel with the mien 
Of one in all polite enchantments versed. 

As though the lady he before hiid seen, 

And but renewed some friendship that had erst 
Twixt them subsisted long ; and frankly ho conversed. 
LXXVIII. 

“ Fain would I too," he sportively began, 

“ Become the champion of some charming maid, 

And, in fulfilment of the purposed plan, 

The blood of Bouillon or Binaldo shed ; 

Ask then some boon, my Beauty, that may wed 
My soul to your sweet scv-vice ; what you please, 

Or stout earl’s heart or barbarous baron s head 
Thus he commenced, intending by degrees 
To slip from gay to grave, and learn the chiefs decrees. 

^ LXXIX. 

But as he spake, ho smiled ; and in a way 
So natural and unfeigned, that to his side 
Another damsel, who had marked the play 
Of his expressive face, drew near, and cried ; 

“ Nay ! for thy falchion choose no other bride 
Than my commands, for on its aid my heart 
Is set ; nor think such love misplaced, — ^beside 
By old consent my knight indeed thou art, 

And e’en as such, wc two must have some talk apart." 

LXXX. 

Withdrawn, she spoke ; I know well, Vafrine I 
Me too thou needs must know the subtle Spy 
Felt his heart fail him, but with lively mien 
Her glance returned, and smiling made reply ; 

Nay, gracious lady ! ne’er before have I, 

That 1 remember, seen your face, sdthough 
' Its beauty asks the gaze of every eye 
Fitly to praise it ; tills alone I know. 

My name is much: unlike the one which you bestow. 
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hXXXl. 

^ Hy mother boi'e me on Biserta*s plains, 

Her name Lesbina, mine is Almanzore 
Quick she replied ; All that to thee pertains 
1 long have known, dissemble it no more ; 

Hold not thyself so secret, I implore ; 

I am thy friend, and for thy good would dare 
No little risk, — Erminia I, of yore 
A Queen’s blest daughter and a King’s rich hei.% 

Then good Prince Tancred’s thrall, and subject to thy carci 

LXXXII. 

“ Two blessed months thy captive I remained, 

A reverenced nun in a delightful coll, ^ 

And in all courteous modes was entertained, 

The same, the same I am behold me well !” 

The squire failed not, wiien on her beauty fell 
His closer gaze, to recognise thc*fair : 

All fears,” she added, “ from thy mind expel ; 

Fear not for me, thy life shal^ be iiiy care ; 

By thd bright sun in hedven, by hcavbn itself I swear I 
. UCXXIII. 

“ Nay, when thou partest, take me back, my friend, 

To m^ dear prison — (pardon me the phrase) ; 

For herein bitter liberty I spend 
Whole restless niglits and melancholy days ; 

And if perchiince thou’rt lingering here to gaze 
Upon our camp, and with ingenious brain 
Pry through our plans, great cause hast* thou to prai&o 
Thy happy stars ; for I will things explain, 

Which else thy utmost skill had failed to ascertain,” 

LZXX2V. 

Thus she : but, thoughtful of Armida’s snares, 

He silent stood, considering in his mind, 

Woman’s a false and chattering thing, — she swears^ 

And will and will not, just as sits the wind ; 

Simple’s the man, and credulous, and blind. 

Who trusts a woM she says at length he cried, 

After long thought, If thou’rt ind^red inclined 
To go, so be it ; I will be thy guide ; 

Leave we the rest to wait a more convenient t£de.” 

2ft 
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LXUV. 

And now the gongs and trumpets sound' to horse, 

And through the host as apt confusion reigns ; 

Vafrino leaves her tent, whilst she perforce 

Bejoins her friends, awliilc with them remains, 

And in gay talk their idlesso entertains 
With jocund praises of her new-made knight ; 

Then steals off slyly ; mounts her palfrey ; gains 
Tho place prescribe, and with Vafrino light 
O'er the wide champaign takes her unregarded flight. 

LXXXVI. 

When they had reached the desert, and in air 
Beheld the distant towers of Gaza fade, 

Vafrino hogged the virgin to declare . 

What secret ]>lot was against Gotlfrey laid : 

She tliOTi the whole conspiracy disj>liiyed, 

'.riic treacherous web uriWinding, fold by fold ; 

“ Eight warriors ar(3 there of the court;’' she said, 

“ In this insidious bond of guilt enrolled,- 
Of whom the most renohned is flrmolid, base asiM)Ul. 

LXXXVI I. 

Those, whether moved by hatred or disdain, 

Have til us conspired, and 't is their shrewd design, 

When ill jiitched battle, or to lose or gain 
These i\sian realms, the two great armies join, 

To boar upon their coats the Bed-cross sign, 

And armed like Franks commingle in the flglit ; 

And as 't is knoWn the guards of Godfrey shine 
In or and argent^ they themselves will dight , 

In the like foreign vests, emblazoning gold and white. 
LXXXVIII. 

“ But all will wear some* token cuti the crest, 

Whereby their friends may know them for Jillios ; 

And when both afmies lay their spears in rest, 

And tne war thickens and the tumults rise, 

They will your Chief track out, and in the guise 
Of guards with amicable zeal crowd round, 

To pierce hb bosom t if they strike, he dies ; 

For ]g.K)w, their swords with poison have beo<> groiin 
That death may be dealt out in every separate wound. 
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LXXZIX. 

** And as their Ohieftaiti learned from public fame 
That none with surer skill could signify 
Your arms and dress^ he fixed ou me to frame 
Their feigned array, and forced me to comply. 

This is the cause I leave the camp ; 1 fly 
The' imperious biddings which that Asp of Nile 
Might further give ; his trains of treachery 
My heart abhors, nor ever shall such guile 
Or masked deceit again my virgin heart defile. 

xc. 

This is the cause, nor this alone,'* — and here 
She ceased, and, colouring to a rosy red. 

Cast down her eyes, nor could Vafrino hear • 

Well the last wdrds, v/hich much she wished unsaid« 
Solicitous to know Avhat thoughts could shed 
Such deep confusion o’er her cheek, he pressed 
The virgin home,*— “ Of little faith !” lie said, 

“ Why the true, causes hide from one whose breast 
is, as thou kiiow'’st,*of trust ? blbsh n|t, but speak the rest.** 

xci. 

Her bosom heavcU with a tumultuous swell, 

And from her lips the trembling accents came 
Abrupt and prefaced by a sigii ; “ Farewell 
Ill-timed resferve and unavailing stiame ! 

It is ill vain-rl am no more the same — 

In vain concealed and close you strive to hide 
Love’s glowing fires beneath your specious flame ! 

Due were such scruples ere 1 stept aside ; 

But now a wandering maid, farewell the' imperfect padde ! 

xcii. 

My loss,” she added, on ^hat night of grief. 

When my poor country yielded to her foes, 

Surpassed the’ appearance ; not that tlien my chief 
Misfortune happened, but from thencS it rose. 

My sceptre lost, my realms subdued, were woes 
Easy to bear, resigned with little cost ; 

But with my high estate, my heart's repose 
Was ako^one ; ah me! what folly crost 
My brain? fnen sense was^wrecked, and peace for ever lost! 

n 3 
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XOIIl. 

“ Thou know’sti Vafrinc, with what a tretnbling awSi 
Seeing such slaughter and foul spoity 1 sped 
To thy kind lord and mine, when first 1 saw, 

Armed in my halls the warrior fix his tread ; 

Thou know^st with what an agony of dread , 

His knees I grasped, and of his conquering glaive 

Frayed strong protection ; ^ Mercy, Prince/ Ijsaid, 

‘ 1 pray not for my life, but save, oh save 
My virgin flower unstained ; *t is all I come to crave V 

xciv. 

“ He waited not to hear my finished plea, 

But tpok my hand in his, and said, ‘ Arise ! 

Fear not, fair maiden ! I myself will be ^ 

Thy sure defence ; cjoud not those charming eyes ! 

Ah, then I felt, with* a divine surprise, 

I know not what strange* sweetness seize my frame ! 

Which by degrees, in gratitude’s disguise, 

Securely ci’eeping through my soul, became 
Ere well 1 w ist, a wound^ a sickness, tfnd a“flame.* 

. xcv. 

‘‘ lie visited me oft, he saw me grieve. 

And with mild accents wrould my woes allay ; 

‘ Thy perftKl; liberty,' he said, ‘ I'eceive ; 

Take back thy treasures, and be cheered, I pray. 

Ah, this was cruelty, not kindness ! gay ^ 

1 could not be, wlien, whilst he df^w the dart. 

He rudely snatched me from myself away ; 

These he restored to me, the cheaper part, 

But in restoring played the tyrant o'er my hcaid. 

XCVI. 

Love ’s hard to hide ; with 4hcc^ oft apart 
Asked of my lord in garden, hall, and grove ; 

'Thou the strong workings of my mind and heart 
Perceiving, saidst, ^Erminia, thou'rt in love !' 

This I denied — can maids do less ? and strove 

To dissipate the' idea ; but my sighs 

Too well sufiliced the assertion to disprove ; 

And whilst my tongue was mute, perchance my^eyes 
Bhone with the* impassioned warmtli 1 studied to disguise. 
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xcvn. 

“ Unhappy silentse ! had I then but sought 
The fitting medicine for my wounds, I ne’e 
Had loosed my wishes on a fancy fraught 
With no relief, uer fled I know not where. 

I left him, hiding in my breast with care 

The flame I nursed } — what tongue my pangs can paint f 

For death alone I looked ; till with despair 

Love in my succour strove, and in the' attaint, 

Loosed me from every tie of feminine restraint. 

XCVIII. 

“ So that to seek my lord 1 went, that he 
Might cure the lingering sickness he had made ; 

But on my moonbright way, I chanced to bd, 

By villains ambushed in the greenwood shade, 

Chased and assaulted : • scarce could I evade 
Their savage grasp, so hotly they pursued ; 

To a lone cell at •length my palfrey strayed, 

And there I dwelt in genial solitude, 

A siiAple shtjpherd-girl,* a tenant of ^he wood, 

XCIX. 

“ But when that fond desire which sore dismay 
Had for awhile suppressed, revived again, 

Daring the same adventure, (Jn my way 
The same misfortune met with me as then ; 

Nor could I«iow escape ; for in the glen 
The lurking freebooter were close at hand ; 

Thus was I chased and quickly seized, «-the men 
Were, I sqpn gathered, an Egyptian band, 

Who straight for Gaza made, swift journeying o’er the sand« 

c. 

** They took me to^ihegr Chief, whose ear my prayer 
And mournful story so completely gained, 

That he mine honour did respect, and there 
With kind Armida have 1 since remained. 

Thus oft have I been harshly entertained ; 

Thus oft have I escaped ; ah, see, Y^rine, 

What scenes I have passed through, * what ills sustained I 
Yet freev^yet captured oft as 1 have been, 

Still my first chains I wear, preserved through every scenes 
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Cl. 

Ah, let not him -^ho round my soul entwined 
The chains from which no power can set me free^ 

Let him not say, ‘ Oo, vagrant maid, and find 
Some other home, thou shalt not stay with me^'^ 

But kind and dear may my reception be ! 

‘ Take back,' Vafrino ! to thy master say, 

‘ This trembling dove, and treat Iier tenderly I"* 

I'hus spake the Princess ; and thus, night and day, 

They side by side rode on, and talked the time away. 

on. 

The beaten road Vafrino left crewhilc, 

Seeking a shorter or securer way ; 

They reachdd at length, what time with Jewell smile 
The sun hung hovering o'er the landscape grey, 

Near to the town, a vale of pmi and bay ; 

Sprinkled with crimson if as the green, and nigh, 

Grovelling in blood, a lifeless warrior Jjiy 
Across the path ; though dead, his Gorgon eye 
Yet seemed to menace ddath, upstariiig oti the sky. 

. cm. 

y The fashion of his arms and foreign mien 
Spoke him a Pagan ; on Vafrino sped, 

And somewhat farther on the encircled green, • 

As to the right lie chanced to turn his head, ' 

Perceived a second ; “ This," ho inly said, t 
Must surely be a Christian, by iSie grain 
Of his dark vest he sees the Cross of Red, 

Leaps from his steed, the face discovers plain, 

And, ** 0 my God ! " he cried, here lies Prince Taaiored slain." 

CIV. 

The pitying Princess had paused gaze 
On.tliG grim form of the Circassian peer, 

When that sad voice of anguish and amaze 
Came like an arrow on her heart and ear ; 

At Tancred's name, she spurred like one whom fear 
Or wine had render^ maid, her palfrey fieet ; 

And when she saw indeed the form so dear, 

Pde, anti wrapt round as with the winding-shq^ 

Of dfath, she stept pot, — no^ she darted from her seat ! 
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* CV. 

And, with a bursting groan, a stormy shower 
Of tears, low bending o^er the' unconscious knight, 
"Fortune!" she cried, "in %vhat ill-omened hour 
Bring’st thou mo here ? O dire, O fatal sight ! 

Long wished, long sought for, is it in this plight 
I find and view thee, oh my love ! laced o’er 
With wounds, and all unable to requite 
With one Ttind look the bitter plaints I pour ? 

No sooner found again, than lost for evermore ! 

CVI. 

" Ah ! never did I dream that to these eyes 
Thou coiiUrst be aught, love, but a pleasing care ! 

Would they were dark, no more this blank ^isguise 
Of thy dear face to mark, which ill they dare, 

Where is its once expressive smile f ah where 
The mildness beaming* from tlip eye ? the cheek's 
Divine carnations, and the brow that hare 
Itself so bravely ? — not a feature speaks, — 

Gone! bejjond reach, ;ilas, of^oaiw, or tears, or shrieks! 

era. * 

" But, thoiigli thus pale and dim, thou tjharm'st :ne stlL 
Fair soul ! if yet thou light'st this seeming clay, 

Yet hqar'st my plaints, forgiye my daring will 
And too rash ardour the fond theft which they 
Tempt me ^o take, — forgive me if I lay 
To thine my virgin lips, and one cold kiss 
Steal from the dull caresses of decay !, 

Warmer I looked for, but 't will be some bliss 
To seize in Heath's despite, and die remembering this. 

evin. 

" Receive ray soul^ which flutters to be free, 

And thither guide it Vhere thine own is fled !” 

Groaning she spoke, and weeping seemed to be 
Apace dissolving with the tears she«hed. 

Bathed by this quickening balm, as from the dead, 

The knight revived, and opened for a space 
TTia languid lips, — dark slumber still o’erspread 
His heavy eves, but as she kissed his face, 

One blending sigh from him repaid her blest 6mbraC8w\ 
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CDL * 

A gleam of hope, at his reviving breath, . 

Cheered the sad maid : Look up, dear love,*’ she cried. 
On the last melancholy rites of death 
Which 1 with pious tears and sighs provide ! 

Look on me, Tancred, a funereal bride, 

Fain in companionship with thee to take 
The long dark path and perish at thy side ! 

Fly not, fly not so soon, for pity’s sake ! 

’T is the last boon I ask, the last request 1 make.” 

cx. 


Tancred his eyes unclosed, and closed again, 

Heavy and dim ; and she renewed her plaint ; 

“ ihisf ' said ^Vafrine, “ soothes not the hero's pain. 
First cure the wounded, then bewail the’ attaint.” 


He strips him of his arms ; Erimnia, faint 
And trembling, aids him 2 ^ she can, ap]>lies 
Her skilful hand, like a ministrant saint, . 

To search his wounds, and with experienced eyes, 
Symptoms of hopeful showrejomingly descries. r 

• CXI. 


By loss of blood and faintness she perceives 
* trance is caused, and by the chill night wind ; 

But in this lonely wildernesstof leaves 
Nought save her veil occurs, his wounds to bind : 

But Love romantic bandages can find, ^ 

And dictate arts of pity strange and sweet, — 

For with her radiaqt tresses, disentwined, 

She stanched the flowing blood, (divine conceit !) 
And swathed. the grisly wounds that so acutely beht;-— 

cxn. 

Severing the tresses with his sword ; fq^ ill 
Her thin short veil the' occasion codld suffice ; 

Nor sage nor crocus, dittany nor dill 
Found she at hand ; i)ut charms of equal price 
She knew, she used, and from his weary eyes 
That deadly sleep already shakes away ; 

Lightly he lifts them, and with glad surprise 
Beholds his servant, and, in strange array, 

The maid who o'er him hangs with such benign disnria^ 
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^XIU. 

How com’st thou here, Yatrino soft he said, 

“ And thou, my kind physician ! who art thou ?" 

She wept, she blushed, rejoicing, rosy-red. 

She sighed, she smiled, sh& felt she wist not how. 

‘‘ Thou shalt know all, prince,” she replied, “ but now 
(Thus thy physician bids) be still and rest ; 

Health shall return to thy bewildered brow, 

Prepare the* guerdon that shall make me blest 
And then his head she placed upon her beauteous breast 

cxiv. 

Vafrino mused how he might best, ere night, 

Remove the warrior from the bosky glen. 

When lo ! a band of soldiers came in sight, % 

Wliom soon he flotcd for Lord Tancred's men ; 

They on the tower were %hting round him, when 

He met the lierce Circassian, blade to blade. 

And in appeal of Jjattle dared him ; then 
Bade not to follow, they the prince obeyed, 

But anxioustsougfit him now, sb lon^ the hero stayed. 

cxv. 

Numbers beside pursued the search, but 'these 
Alone had tlie good chance their wish to gain ; 

Their awns they join, whereon with perfect ease 
To all, the wounded hero they sustain : 

Shall then ^rgantes,” said the knight, “ remain, 
Brave as he was, the prey of wild birds ? no ! 

Leave not the hero ; bear him from thu plain ; 

His gallant relics shall not feed the crow, 

Nor want suc*h praise or tomb as Tancred can bestow 

cxvi. 

. I war not with the p»le dymb corse, — ^he died 
Bold as a lion on the hunter's spear ; 

Funereal rites 't is lit that we provide, 

The last poor honours that can serve iiim here.” 

He said ; his troops construct a simple bier, 

And thus in solemn march behind h^ bear 
His slaughtered foe ; Yafrino in Uie rear 
His station takes beside the' enamoured faw, 

Ami tends her o'er the downs with all a page's care. 


457 
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cxvn: 

** Not home,” said Tancred, “ to my wonted tent, 

But bear, 0 bear me to the sacred Town ! 

That if cut short by human accident, 

I there may lay my feverish being down ; 

Haply a spot of sucn revered renown 
Where died the Lamb of God, may make my way 
To heaven more easy ; and ^t will be the cro\vn 
Of all my Wils, with life's declining ray, 

Low at his worshipped shrine my pilgrim vows to pay !” 

cxvin. 

He said, and thither was he borne, and laid 
On a soft bed, and in a calm repose 
Was'soon entranced ; Vafrino for tlie maid 
A near apartment close and secret chose f 
And, leaving her to cheer her.anmrous woes 
With kindling hope's serene perspective, went 
Where Godfrey sojourned, unforbid by •those 
Who there kept guard, thougli then iii crowded tent 
On the next stroke of waH* his\iubious»thoilghts were beiiu 

CXIX, 

Beside the bod whence Raymond scarce* uproars 
His yet enfeebled frame, the Duke was found ; 

By a brave garland of his ix)ble peers 

And of his wisest counsellors compassed roudd : 

The Squire his tale begins, and a profound # 

Regard is marked on each belioldoh^’s mien ; 

None interrupts Urn : “ Sire," ho says, “ renowned 
Through the wide world ! at thy desire I've been 
Amidst the’ Egyptian tents, and all tlieir forces seen. 

exx. 

But fancy not that of the npght^ host 
The countless swarms can be by me ared ; 

1 saV the hills, and plains, and valleys lost, 

E’en as 1 looked, b€neath their darkening tread ; 

I saw, where’er they came, where’er they spread, 

Bioh earth despoiled of aU her grass and grain, 

And the flood shrink in its exhausted l)ed ; 

Not Jordan’s stream, nor Syria’s wide champaig;p 
Can e'er, methinks, suffice, such myriads to sustain. 
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CXXI. 

But of their horse and of their foot by far 
The greater part are merely useless shows ; 

Troops that no signals use nor arts of war, 

But at a distance fight with slings and bows ; 

Yet are there some choice warriors who compose 
The Persian host, well mailed, with sword in hand. 

And helmets on their heads ; but chiefly those 
niustrious myrmidons my praise demand, 

Who guard the’ imperial flag, the king’s Immortal Band* 

CXXIl. 

Immortal called, for when a soldier ’s lost, 

Its number not diminishes ; the knight 
Next in renown fills up the vacant post, i 
As though succeeding ta his comrade’s right ; 

The Captain, Emirono fiamed, for might 
In deeds of arms and wisdom in divan, 

Has but few peers ; his orders are, despite 
Thy utmost phlegm, by all the arts ho can, 

Intd a geriferal fl^t to force ttee oil- trepan. 

cxxiir. 

Nor can the army its approach retard 
Beyond the second day, for 't is on fire 
To act.— look well, Binaldo,*thcn to guard 
Thy liead,* 'gainst which so many knights conspire : 

The most renowned have whet their swords in ire, 

And pledged their ii^nour on the dreadful deed ; 

Whilst, yet the more to raise incensed desire, 

Herself 4-nnida promises in meed 
Of him who or by guile or prowess shall succeed. 

exxiv. 

Chief of the wairicfs who have sworn thy death 
Is Altamore, the king of Samarcand ; 

Adrastus too, whose realms are by the breath 
Of young Aurora at her rising faniftd ; 

As big and bold a giant as e’er spanned 
A sword in battle ; so unlike his kind. 

His reins a monstrous elephant command ; 

And Tjjsaphemo, to whom, of milder mind, 

Tkr sovereign palm of worth and prowess is asognedL'^' 
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cxxv. ^ ^ ' 

This heard, Binaldo’s soul was all ablaze,- 
His eyes with generous indignation fill, 

He burns to rush amidst his foes, he lays 
Hand on his sword, nor stands a moment stiU. 

“ This,” said Vafrine, “ is one impending ill, 

But their chief plot, the crowning stroke of all, 

Remains to be disclosed ; their utmost skill 
In arms, their guile, their hatred, and their gall, 

Will be employed to work thine own determined fall.” 

exxvi. 

He then proceeded, part by part to* unveil 
The latent risk, the meditated fraud, 

The poisoned arms, devices, shirts of mail, 

The vaunt, the promise, and deugned rcAvUrd. 

Much was inquired, much answered ; all applaud 
The spy’s quick genius and accomplished vow : 

SilenCG ensued ; until the chief, unawed . 

By the near danger, raised his tranquil brow, 

And to Count Raymond skid, ^ What counsel ofTevest thou?*' 

CXXVII. 

** Not a# was fixed,” he said, at rise of sun 
— *^>To press our foes, but, more to their chagrin, 

The tower so strictly to besiege, that none 
May at his pleasure or pass out or in ; 

Meanwhile refresh our forces, which begin « 

To need the respite ; strengthened thus with rest. 

The last great battle wc may hope to win ; 

But judge thyself at leisure if ’t were best, 

Boldly, or here at bay the battle to contest.” 

CXXVIll. 

** But, above all things, of thys^elf b^siire 
Take every care, as 't is through thee, they own. 

Our armies conquer ; who can else secure 
The field, and Europe o’er the East enthrone? 

And that the traitors may be clearly known, 

Change the devices of thy guardian band ; 

So shall the villains for their crime atone, 

Caught in the very scheme themselves have plannp«l. 

And thou be still preserved our armies to command.” 
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* oim. 

As is thy wont/* the pious Chief replied. 

Thy kind regard and wisdom dost thou show; 

But what thou leav’st unfixed, 1 now decide-* 

We will march forth against the haughty foe. 

Shall armies, recent from the overthrow 
Of the proud East, from tower or rampart fight, 

When too. by such foul guile insulted ? No ! 

Our well-proved swords the traitors shall requite 
Both in the open field and all-beholding light ! 

oxxx. 

Neither the rumour of our conquered spoils 
Shall they sustain ; nor, when in frowns revealed, 

The victor’s aspect, or his arms ; our toils i 
Are crowned f and in their fall our empire ’s sealed : 

The tower their last lom confidence, shall yield, 

Or^ unrelieved of any, be possessed, 

When the first engine to its walls is wheeled !" 

Here ceased the high-souled Chief, for down the west 
The glittering stftrs declined, and Called them to their rest. 
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CmwXX 


CANTO XX. 



St«llA» XVTII* 


AHGlj^lXn. 

fiTK li06t arrives and m ifii the ^ brlstian power 
Joint* in fill bHltlc Sohinai di^dainn 
To be Lonptd up lit th» blockaded towci, 

And vlUi s out to wai ipon the plains 
With him the kinfc in bio id h» nabn staln^ 

BoUb fall by noble hands, the godliiie boy 
Soothes hla Jbrloni Aranda , da>liKht waneB» 

But the flimbcd Crol8i.a all their lots destroy, 

And to the long sought ihrine proceed with duteous iow 


1 . 

The sun was risen, the dial's eirclmg shade 
Had the tenth hour of mom already passed, 

Wheb, as the Pagans on thoir tower surveyed 
The plains, a gloom^he’ horizon o\crca8t, 

Dark as the cloud which at grey evening fast 
Involves the silent world : and now they knew 
It was indeed the Egyptian camp, at last 
Come to their aid; such clouds of dust upflew, 

And shut the heavens, and hills, and valleys from clieir view 
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• ^ 

II. 

Then from the citadel to heaven they raise 
A general about, a hoarse discordant cry, 

Like that of cranes when now from wintry Thrace 
The mustering swarms their busy pinions ply, 

And through the clouds to a sercner sky 
In clangour scud before the freezing gale ; 

The long-wjshed succour lifts their ardour high. 

So that already from their marble pale 
Prompt is each hand to shoot, each glorying tongue to rail. 

III. • 

The Franks, conjecturing whence this sudden glow 

Of joy and fury had its impulse, hied 

To a commanding station, whence the foe | 

In all his pom]/ of numbers was descried ; 

A generous ardour fires Wieir hearts ; they chide 
The lingering hours, the war-cry they resound ; 

Whilst the flushed youth below, on every side, 

With martial inurmurs hem the Captain round ; 

And/ “ Bidj*0 bidj” they cry, ^ tho\uneful trumpet sound.” 

IV. 

But till the morrow he denies their prayer, 

And wisely tempers their audacious heat; 

No flying skirmish will he wage, nor care 
For an engagement short of full defeat. 

“ Anon, brawi youths ! ” he answered ; “ but 't is meet 
That with one day of Respite you requite 
Your recent labours ; rest you, I entroat ; 

Perhaps this truce may in our foes excite 
A rash contempt of us, presumptuous in their might.” 

V. 

All stood prepared^ and though the long, long night 
Expectant, pined for mom^s returning ray; 

Ne'er did the blue sky show so dear and bright, 

As in the dawning of that noted day? 

Aurora smiled, and seemed in her array 
Of purple radiance with the sun to vie ; 

Her amethystine crown she shakes away, 

All becomes gold ; and, without film, the sky 
On great and godlike deeds opes slow its glorious Evei 
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VI. ^ ‘ 

Soon as he saw the ^Iden morning spring, 

Godfrey led forth his marshalled hosts : behind, 

Care of the tower in which the Syrian king 
Was cooped, to llaymond's prowess was assigned; 

Who with his own Provencal knights combined 
The numerous band of Christians late enrolled 
In their deliverers’ ranks, at Emmaus joined 
Nor these alone were left to guard the hold, 

But a renowned brigade of Gascons brave and bold. 

» vn. 

From the Chief’s spirits, of his men admired, 

The total host on victory presumes ; 

Hcaren sei^s him grace ; wherewith, like one inspired, 

A nobler air and grandeur he sussumes : * 

Uis face the rosy light of youth* rpliimes, 

Where imaged honour slunes like dews in spring ; 

Glows his rich hauberk, dance his soldier plumes, 

And, as his eye smiles, as his limbs take vfing, 

He in the sunshine looks like some celestial tln'ng. 

VIII. 

But far he had liot inarched, ere in advance 
^Tho whole Egyptian army ho descried ; 

He straight secured a hill which 't was liis chance 
To find outspread on his sinister side 
And rear; this seized, upon the champaign, wide 
In front, but narrow in the wings, ‘his ranks 
He spreads abroad ; the foot, well fortified. 

He forms his centre, and the centre flanks 
With light-horse wings, composed of Flemings and of Franks 

IX. 

In the left wing, to which the^ shelving hill, 

Held by his guardian chivalry, declin^, 

He the two Roberta placed ; to Baldwin’s skill 
And wise command the Centre he assigned ; 

Hhnself the right wing held, where unconfined 
The plains stretched out upon the beams of noon ; 

For there the’ Egypti^ if he felt inclined, 

Might, by the’ advancing of his armed moon, 

Hope with moat sure success to’ enclose the whole platoon. 
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' X. 

Here hia own noble Lorrainers he fixed, 

With many a choice and many a well-armed knight ; 

And with his archer-horsemen intermixt 
Footmen well used amid their ranks to fight. 

Last, of the’ Adventurers, men of noble might, 

And the culled flower of every Christian land, 

He forms a squadron, stationed to the right 
Somewhat 'apart, and to Rinaldo's hand 
Commits the sacred charge of this illustrious band. 

XI. 

To whom the Duke : ‘‘ On thy courageous mind 
The final issues of the field depend ; 

Keep thou thy squadron close concealed behgid 
These spreading wings that to such length extend ; 

And when the Egyptian troops draw nigh to blend 
In stubborn tight, assail them ; give not ground, 

Bui render vain the project they intend ; 

Which is, if 1 mistake not, to wheel round, 

And turn tlu; wings ; be bold, and evermore renowned ! *' 

xir. 

Then on his steed ho like the lightning flew 
From horse to foot, from ranging baml to band, 

Flung up Ills vizor, gave liis face to view,— 

Lighten his eyes, .and waves his armed hand ; 

He cheers thi^* doubtful ; with sublime demand 
Confirms the ardent ; to the bold recites 
The vaunts they made, the wondrous feats they ])1annod ; 
With praise of valour past the brave delights ; 

And these with views of gold, with honour those incites. 

xni. 

At length he paused, ^here,in a gallant line 
Are ranged his best and nobhist cliovaliers ; 

And from a spot which favours the design, 

Begins a speech which fires each soul ^hat hears. 

As when the frigid winter melts to tears, 

From Alpine peaks, fed with dissolving snows, 

The swift, smooth torrent sparklingly careorsi 
So full, so fluent, as his fancy glows, 

From his persuasive lips the sounding period flows. 


21 



466 


Gaho XX. 


JERUSALEM DEUVERKD. 

auT. ■ ' . • 

0 my brave knights, of chivalry the flower! 

My scourge, my tamers of the Orient ! lo, 

The final day; behold at length tlie hour 
For which so war,mly you were wont to glow! 

Not without cause does Heaven its rebels shew 
Drawn to one centre ; not without high cause 
Guides them to us ; is not your every foe 
Brought hero, like stags into the lion’s paws, 

That you may end at once ten thousand mortal wars ? 

XV. 

“ In one, unnumbered victories will be wrought, 

Nor shall the risk nor the fatigue be more ; 

Take* not, Q take not then a single thought 
On the vast swarms that cloud the landscape o’er ; 

For, with themselves at discor 4 ,^they deplore 
Their ill conjunction ; in»their ranks e’en art 
Confounds itself; and those who fight will gore 
Themselves, or form by far the smaller part, 

Thousands will want the room,' and tbeusands mor^ the heart 

XVL 

“ Half the vast swarms you view, are naked slaves ; 

«Men void of strength or skill, in helpless plight ; 

Galled from the couch or field, from chains or cayes, 

And dragged to battle in their own despite : > 

E’en now, in terror of the coming fight, 

Their drawn swords quiver, shake iheir shields ; I see 
The ensigns tremble in their hands ! those light 
Uncertain sounds are no sealed signs to me, — 

Fear guides their wavering march; Dcatli sounds their Lillalie ! 

XVII. 

That Chief, who, robed in gold 411^ purple w'eed, 

Banges their bands, and^seems so^erce to view, 

The Moor and Arab in his chains may lead, 

But never can resi^ such knights as you ; 

What, although wise, though prudent, will he do, 

When his disordered troops in battle close ? 

HI known he is, or only Imown to few ; 

Kor wdl his warriors, none by name he knows ; 

Whst can be soul^ when thick the tumult grows 



CunoX^. JERUSJft.fiM DELIVERED. 487 

xvin. 

** Bat I am Captain of a chosen host, 

We fight at once and conquer, side by side ; 

You serve from choice, and I the knowledge boast 
Of each one’s country, lineage, lands, and bride. 

What noble sword can strike, what javelin glide, 

That is to me unknown ? yea, at a glance, 

As the sh^ft passes, can I not decide 
Whether the same of Ireland were or France, 

And whoso the sinewy arm that made the bowstring dance f 

XIX, 

'T is no great thing I ask; let me but find 
Each one considerate of his old renown ; • 

Use but your wonted zeal, and keep in minf^ 

Your honour, *mine, and .His who bore the crown 
Of thorns on his pale forehead; go, strike down 
His scornful foes, and on thei]> cancelled creed 
Stablish your conquest of the sacred town ! 

Enough, why, argue ? in your c^es I read 
Victory already vron,-a-the Se*pulciire is freed !” 

XX, 

At the conclusion of this s])cech, a tiro * 

Was seen to fall of clear and golden light. 

Like ft descending star or gKding fire 
Shook froxh the V>lue skirts of a summer night, 

Save that ’%was far more beautiful and bright, — 

A shower os from tht sun’s most lucid spring. 

Wove to a garland glorious to the sigtit, 

Wliicli round his temples passed its golden ring; 

And thus, as some divined, marked out their future king* 

XXI, 

Perchance, if tongue, of mprtal may aspire 
To mortal sight Heaven’s secrets to dispread, 

A guardian Angel from the blissful quire, 

With radiant wings involved his saefed head. 

Whilst Godfrey thus his troops exhorting led. 

And in these terms provoked their martial prid^ 

The’ Egyptian Chief was not less active, fed 
With equal hopes of victory, to ride 
Amid hia marshalled men, and cheer thmr sonb unified, ' 
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xxn. 

He led abroad his sumleas squadrons, soon 
As his keen eye discerned the’ advancing Franks ; 

And lined, in form of an extensive moon, 

With foot his centre, and with horse his flanks; 

Himself the right commands, the left with thanks 
The generous AJtamore receives ; between, 

The central foot proud Mulcasscs ranks ; 

And in the midst, with anger in her mien, 

Shines, like a glorious star, the beauteous Damascene. 

XXIII. 

With Tisaphemes «and the’ Immortal band. 

Frowns on the right the savage King of Ind ; 

But on the left wing where the plains expand 
In scope, for swift manoeuvres well designed, 

The Persian kings has Altamore ‘combined 
With those of Libya, and the two whose sway 
Is o’er the burning sands where scarce aewind 
Breaks the hot noon ; and there, in grim array. 

The slings, and bearded shafts, and tw^tnging crosiibou si • 

XXIV. 

Thus Emireno ranks his troops ; with speed 
Gallops from wing to wing, from van to rear; 

Speaks by interpreters or not, as need 
Requires ; with praises mixes throats severe, 

Pains with rewards, and with loud cliiding, <;hcer ; 

To some he shouts ; ‘‘ Why now, mjr darlings ! why 
Your downcast faces? what is there to fear? 

What can these do against your thousands ? lie ! 

Our shouts, our very shades will make the cravens fly ! ' 

XXV. 

To some ; “ 0 yes ! with that revengeful face 
Gom^, and like vultures your lost spoils regain!” 

To some, sad fancies clear as truth portrays, 

And prints the’ ima^ned picture on the brain : 

Paints their lamenting country ; paints the pain 
Of their sad families ; the moving pleas 
They use ; the hands they wring ; the robes they strain ; 
Think,” he exclaims, ‘^that on her bended knees 
Your country speaks throiq^h me t ah* think her accents these 1 
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XXVI. 

“ Ouard well my laws ; let not my blood descend 
To bathe my mosques, or stain their golden spires ; 

The tombs and ashes of my dead, defend, 

Save my chaste maids from their accurst desires. 

Sad for their by-gone youth, to you my sires 
Shew each his hoary and unshielded head 
To you my women, mindful of your fires. 

Bare their imploring breasts, with tears o’erspread, 

Each mother points her babe, each wife her bridal bed 

XXVII. 

And to the rest ; Lo, Asia makes you here 
The champions of her honour ! claims from you 
Upon these few base robbers a severe . 

And bitter vengeance, but most justly due: * 

Thus he with various arguments anew 
In various tongues each varies nation charms 
To the near war ; but farewell words ! adieu 
Delay ! the stirring trumpet sounds alarms ; 

Small groavs thcr parting space ; tney grasp their angry arms. 
XXVIII. 

0, ’t was a brdve, a grand, and wondrous sight. 

Ere front to front the marshalled hosts combined, 

To mark how nobly in their ranks each knight 
Burned to move on, and for the signal pined ! 

How the IgosG flags flew billowing on tho wind ; 

How on ten thousand heads the feathers danced ; 

How robes, impresses, gems, and arms refined, 

Of all rich colours, gold and steel, advanced 
Before the* flouted Sun, smiled, sparkled, flashed, and glanced \ 

XXIX. 

Like a tall forest^of^dark, pines depressed 
Both armies shew, so thick the spears abound ; 

Drawn are the bows, the lances laid in rest^ 

Vibrate the darts, the glowing slings whirl round : 

Each warring horse is on the wing to bound 
Through the snufied battle; to the greeting gales 
Spreads ius broad nostrils, paws the echoing ground, 

His Iqrd's raised fury whets and countervails, 

Foams, panoes, snorts, and neighs^ and fire and smedee exhalt^s. 
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XXX. 

Horror itself in that fair scene looks gay, . 

And joy springs up e’en in the midst of fear ; 

Nor less the trumpet’s organ-tones convey 
Both bliss aiid terror to the gazer’s ear. 

Bu( the Frank hosts, though less by far, appear 
More brisk at heart and eager at the sight ; 

Their every -trumpet with a note more clear 
And ardent, sounds its prelude to the fight, 

And their coat-armour glows with a diviner light. 

XXXI. 

The Christian trumpets first defiance sound, 

The Pagan gongs take up the tuneful gage ; 

Kneel* the rapt Franks, and kiss the sacred ground 
With adoration and a holy rage ; c 

Then forward spring to w^ar ; the spacious stage 
'Twixt the two hosts decreases — disappears 
Beneath their rushing charge ; they meetr— engage — 

Shock the four wings ; each gallant footman hears 
The clang — ^they bound abroad, and va:% witli van ^.oheres. 

XXXII. 

What Christian d6alt the first auspicious wound? 

\yho could that guerdon of reiiow^ii attain ? 

’T was thou, Gildippe ! thou,, who to the ground 
Smot’st the stout king of Ormus, great llircauo ; 

So vast a glory did high Heaven ordain 
To woman’s hands ! bravo as ho w as^in show, 

She pierced his breast and broke the spear in twain ; 
Transfixed he fell, and falling, heard the foe 
Boise a triumphant shout, and praise the glorious blow. 

XXXIII. 

Her lance thus snapt, she with her mainly hand 
Drew her good sword and on the Pi^rsians flew; 

With frequent strokes, of their most serried band 
Pierced the thick gleom, and let the sunlight through ; 

She cut forlorn Zopiro sheer in two, 

E'en where the’ adorning baldrick clasps the waist ; 

Then the fell savage grim Alarco slew, 

Cleaving the porch of language and of taste ; 

Who fmm his charger fidl, and spumed the sands he graced* 
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, ■ XXXIV. 

A btow felled Artaxerxes, and a , thrust 
Argeo, — the one lay stunned, the other slain ; 

Then, smiting Ismael’s wrist, she to the dust 
Cast his left hand, which dropped the bridle rein ; ' 

The sword glanced hissing on the cars and mane 
Of his proud-spirited and ardent bay, — 

^ Which, startled by the sound, or stung with pain, 
Chocked by no curb, reared, turned, and plunged away 
Through the whole Persian line, in dreadful disarray. 

XXXV. 

All these and numbers more, now lost to song, 

She slew, or wounded ; their disordered squares 
The Persians close, and charge her in a throng, 

Eager to win the precious arms she wears ;4 
But now her*faithful lord, who half despairs 
For her endangered safety, light as wind 
Flies to her succour, and his thlchion hares ; 

And the blest {»air, together thus combined, 

In their united •i^words united vi^ur find. 

' * ’ XXXVI. 

Arts of defence their generous souls ar.e seen 
To use, unpractised and unheard of yet ; 

He shelters her, she him ; and in this keen 
Dispute of love, themselves* they quite forget ; 

The ardent heroine, though herself beset. 

Beats off tSe weapqps that her lord molest ; 

He to the spears which her dear person threat, 

Is quick to raise his shield, and would be blest 
No less, if need require, to' oppose his naked breast. 

XXXVII. 

Each to the other thus his cares transferred, 

And each the otlfer^ wrongs revenged ; his blade 
Slew the presumptuous Artabane, whose word 
The trembling isle of BOecan obeyqjl ; 

And lifeless stretched the haughty renegade^ 

Alvante, who with hand audacious strove 
To smite his darling ; she the debt repaid ; 

For at her lord as Arimantes drove, 

His broiffs from eye to eye the' indignant heroine clove. 
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xxxviu, * 

Such deeds they did, but greater was the wrack 
Wrought by Prince Altamore ; where'er he plied 
His fearful sword, or spurred to the attack 
His haughty steed, he slew or beat aside 
Both horse and foot ; thrice blest was he who died 
At the first stroke, nor groaned beneath the tread 
Of his fierce steed ; for whom the homicide 
Beat down, the cruel creature in his stead • 

Tore with its gnashing teeth, or proudly trampled dead. 

XXXIX. 

By the strong Prince's battle-axe were slain 
Brunello sinewy and Ardonio great ; 

Of that the helm and head he clove in twain, 

So that each .*^oulder dropped beneath its weight, 

Ere fell the corse ; but 't was Ardonlo’s fate* 

Through the quick spletm to be tr&nsfixcd, where rise 
The nerves whose strings with mirth the heart dilate ; 
So that (a strange and horrid sight !) he lies 
Jocund with mortal pain, and loqdly laughing dies. 

XL. ' • 

Nor these alone from each delightful tie 
Of life and love his murdering weapon tore. 

But good Eosmondo and Gentonio, Guy 
And Guasco, all lie weltering *iri their gore. 

Who can relate what nunibi^rs Altamore 

Beat down, what numbers bade the world fare^well, 

Crushed by his charger on the sandy ^ oor ; 

The names of all thef slaughtered who can tell. 

How the brave warrior smote, or how the' assaulteo^ fell I 

XLl. 

There lives not one who ^vith the warrior now 
Will break a spear, or meet him Jface fo face ; 

Alone Gildippe braves him to his brow, 

Nor in the battle to his arm gives place. 

Never did Amazon, iif stormy Thrace, 

When red with blood the swift Thermodon ran. 
Brandish her polc-axe or her shield embrace 
Dauntless as she, when, issuant from the van, 

She rushed to check the pride of this tremendous 
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XLII. 

She smote hini whfere with gold and rich aumaile 
Gay on the helm flamed his barbaric crown; 

And, shivering it to atoms, made him veil 
His haughty head, and bow benignly down; 

Well judged the monarch that no mean renown 
Graced the bold arm tliat with such reckless might 
Enforced its will, and, knitting to a frown 
His swarthy ‘brows, nished forward to requite 
Shame with incensed disdain, and with revenge despite. 

XLIII* 

And in an instant on her basnet served 
The gentle Lady with a stroke so sore, 

As to deprive her of all sense ; unnerved, 

Entranced shc^sunk — but her fond lord upbbre. 

And, were it their good^Genius that watched o'er 
Their forfeit lives, or ma^animity 
In him, the check suffleed — ^he struck no more; 

Like the mild lion, that with generous eye 
Upo;i his prostrate foe just g1c*wes,^nd passes by. 

XLIV. 

Meanwhile Ormondo, to whose impious hands 
The purposed treason was consigned, slipt in 
With Ips false mates amid the Christian bands. 

Eager to perpetrate the' unfinished sin ; 

Like midni^t wolves, that smoothing their fierce grin 
To a meek innocence^ assume the guise 
Of shepherds’ dogs, the wattled shcepfolds win 
Through the dusk mist, and there, wiQi sparkling eyes, 
Prowl round*, their dubious tails upcurled betwixt their tliigha, 

XLV. 

Mute they advanc^ and now with closed ventayle 
The bloody Pagan drkw ft) Godfrey's side ; 

But when, considerate of Yafriuo's talc. 

Their forged devices, white and golc^ he spied ; 

Lo, the masked villains ! lo, my friends,” he cried, 

The wretch that creeps with such a stealthy tread 
In Frank disguisements near us ! round their guide 
See how his ruffians make to me !” this said, 

He on the'Hraitor nished, and clove his helmed head* 
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XLVI. 

For the confronted felon, quite amazed, 

Nor struck, nor fenced, nor offered to be gone ; 

But e’en as though the Q-orgon on him gazed, 

Sate like an ancient warrior froze to stone : 

On them all swords were drawn, all darts were throwrt. 

And to its last inevitable cane 

Each quiver emptied was on them alone ; 

Thus fell, thus died Ormonde and his train, ' • 

To such small pieces cleft, their corpses scarce remain. 

XLVII. 

Oodfrey, when once he saw himself imbrued 
In Pagan blood, no longer stood at bay, 

Btlt qjaickly flew to where the Persian hewed 
Through thor thick squadrons his triumphant way ; 

So that his knights now fled in disarray, 

Swift as the sands in Libya’s drifting waste, 

Before the stormy South;* their sore dismay 
He checked with shouts, rebuked their flying haste, 

And, staying those that fle(?, assailed the Prince who chas^ 

XLVIII. 

The two stern Chiefs a battle here began, 

Such as was never in poetic page 
Emblazed, the whilst on foot good Baldwin ran 
With Muleasses elsewhere to engage ; 

Nor with less fervour, nor witli less wild rage 
Mix the bold horsemen on the left, ^vhero ^een 
The sloping hills scoop out a spacious stage ; 

In person there, his two brave knights between, 

Fights the barbaric Chief, high-minded Emirene. • 

XLIX. 

With him the Norman Bobert joins — they fight 
With equal valour ; but the Flmirif s^msSl 
The grim Adrastus bores and shatters quite, 

And with sharp sabo cleaves his barred ventaylo. 

No certain foe has Tisaphemo to’ assail, 

That in close battle can be termed bis peer ; 

But on he scours, as with the driving gale, 

Where most impassive the w^edged ranks appear, 

And all is hideoui| death before his winged career. 
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L. 

Thus fought they long, and still their hope and cheer 
In equal Wance hung with doubt and dread ; 

With shattered mails, split shields, the shivered spear 
And cloven helm, was all the field overspread ; 

In bosoms gashed or bowels gored, the red 
Bevenging sword lies buried deep, or bright 
In thousand fragments glitters round the dead ; 

Some lie supine, some grovelling, and in spite 
Seem still the hated earth ferociously to bite. 

LI. 

Beside his lord the chargor lies outspread; 

The comrade lifeless by his comrade lies ; 

Foe beside foe ; tlic living on the dead ; 

And on the vanquished oft the victor dies : ^ 

No silent lull is there, nor formal cries, 

But a hoarse, indistinct, uncea^ng sound — 

Boarings of fury^, threats of anger, sighs 
Of languid Sorrow, wailing o'e^ his wound, 

And groans and rising shrieks m faint low moanings drownec?. 

LII. 

The arms which* lately wore so bright ad air, 

Discoloured now, and dull, and frightful show; 

The steel has lost its sheen, tlie gold its glare, 

Each sparkling colour takes the tint of woe : 

Past is the lytnp, the glory, and the glow' 

Of scimitar, and saslQ and dancing plume ; 

Turban and gem alike are trampled low. 

And dust lies thick upon the blood whose bloom 
Outvied in dire dbplay the purple of the loom. 

Llll. 

The Moors, the Etjiicms, apd the Arabs then, 

To the dull discord of the atabal. 

Spread out their dusky skirts of moving men, 

And on the dexter wing revolving ftSl ; 

Already with their bows and slings they gall 
The army from afar, when, like the din 
Of earthquake and of tlmuder, at the call 
Of young Binaldo, his bold knights begin 
With shouts their rushing march, and hem the' assailants isu 



(' • 

476 JERUSALEM DELIVERED. Cim XJL 

LIV. 

The first he m3t was Asimire, who led . 

The Moors of MerOe, an illustrious name ; 

Binaldo smote him where the swarthy head 
Towers on the neck, and shore it from the frame ; 

And when this taste of victory and of fame 
Had whet his angry appetite, the youth 
So nobly bore him in the bloody game, 

That to relate his deeds would be in sooth 
To give mute wonder wing, and wed romance to truth. 

LV. 

More deaths than blows he deals, yet momenlJy 
His falchion smites : and as the angry snake 
Keeirs in its single tongue to vibrate three, 

With such fearful swiftness does it shake. 

So in dismay these charged barbarians take 
The single sword which furiously the knight 
Whirls round, for three ; its rapid motions make 
The first illusion to the trusting sight, 

And awe the portent seals m superstithms fright. 

LVI. 

Down, down to Tophet, fast the Negro kings 
And Ethiopic tyrants bleeding go ; 

Each gallant cotnrade in his^ footstep springs,, 

Upon the rest — with rival zeal they glow : 

The Pagan multitudes to earth they mow 
With terrible contempt ; and these prepare ' 

No vain defence, but dio without, a blow : 

A massacre it is, no conflict, where 
They yield up here their swords, present their bosoms there. 

LVII. 

Yet long they stand not to receive their wounds 
In noble parts, but scour awa/ — a^ay*; 

Fcar^spurs them on, despair their ranks confounds, 

Lost is all art, rela^^^d their fair array ; 

But the flushed hero still pursues his pi‘ey, 

Strikes down their standards, breaks their strong crofls'nows, 
Tin spent in utter route their powers decay ; 

Ho then returns, for on defenceless foes ^ 

His fiery soul relents, his zeal less fiercely glows. 
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. Lvin. 

As the strong 'wind tenfold its rage augments 
Wlien hills or sturdy woods its blasts oppose^ 

But o’er the ample plain at once relents, 

And in soft murmurs more serenely blows, — 

As on the rock the dashing ocean throws 
Its rough, its roaring billows, and boils high, 

But in the open main more gently flows, 

Binaldo sb, thus unopposed, lays by 
* Much of his noble rage, and calms his angry eye. 

Lix. 

Then, on the backs of this defenceless force 
S<K)ming to spend his generous wrath in vain, 

He to the infantry directs his course, 

Late flanked by Asimirc and Artabauc, • 

Arab and duslcy African^ now plain 
It stood and naked, for*tbo tribes that well 
Might have defeiiced it, were dispersed or slaiii ; 

Crosswise be calno, and on their flank, in selle, 

With all his meii<;at-argi$ in swordbd fury fell. 

LX. 

He snapt their bristling spears, the ranks they form 
He clove in twain, and in their pierced array 
Plunged, beating down their troops; the windy storm * 
Whirls tlie, reaped harvests with less ease away. 

On every side around him does he lay 
A bloody pff^^emont,, pebbled thick with lanec, 

Shield, and lopt limb ; along whose broad highway. 

The following horse, for Palestine and France, 

Uncurbed, with battering hoofs in gorgeous frenzy prance. 

LXl. 

The Hero came where his forlorn Armido 
In warlike pomp s*to<id inkier golden car. 

Girt by a noble band, wdio for tlie meed 
Of her sweet smile escort her through the war ; 

He by his armour known whilst yet afar, 

Was viewed by her with eyes which from desire 
And passion trembled like a sparkling star ; 

He chq^ged but slightly ; she, Hwixt love and iro. 

From redito deadly p^e, from £mt to flushing fire. 
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LXII. 

The Knight declined the chariot of the^dame, 

And like a man that would elsewhere bestow 

His thoughts, passed on ; but her sworn knights for shame 

Let not their rival scape without a blow ; 

One drew his crooke<l sabre, one couched low 
His*lauce, his arbalist another bent; 

Herself an arrow planted in her bow, 

Scorn strung her hand, and nerved her fierce intent, 

But love the mood appeased, nor yet the shaft was sent. 

Lxm. 

Love against anger rose, and their dispute * 

Proved tliat her flame still glowed, though bid from view ; 
Three, times her arms she stretched abroad to shoot, 

Three times t^ok aim, and thrice her aim withdrew ; 

Disdjiin at length prevaile<l : agai^ the yew 

She with an eager and unshrinking arm 

Bent, and tlie bowstring twanged ; the shaft outflow, — 

Out flew the shaft, but with the shaft this charm 
She the next moment breathed; “ God grant it do no liami !" 

LXIV. 

She would have Imde the weapon turn again, 

And smite the heart whoso stermicss she resents ; 

OJ well indeed she must have^loved him, when 
In hate's last pass her soul so soon relents ! 

But straight again her fondness she repents. 

Straight to her stormy heart fresh furies rise ; 

Thus she the shaft ^ow joys in, now laments. 

She will, she will not it should smite, and eyes 
With a tumultuous heart the arrow as it flics. * 

LIT. 

Not quite in vain was it discharged ; the reed 
Smote the young knight's hard £oat 4f mail, too hard 
In fact, for female weapons to succeed, — 

The steel, instead of piercing it, was jarred 
Itself to shivers, nor the silver marred ; 

He turned away, — she thought in scorn, and grouxMl 
Her teeth with anger at his disregard ; 

Ofttimes she shot, but still no entrance found • 

Her shaftsi end while she &hot| love dealt her wound bn wouno. 
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. LXVI. 

^ What ! is he then impassive, that ho mocks 
All hostile force!'' she murmurs; must he' mail 
His limbs in adamant like that which locks 
His haughty spirit in its stubborn scale? 

Against his heart nor glancing eyes prevail. 

Nor weaponod knight, armed proof from top to toe; ' 
Whilst I, ^las ! at all points foiled, bewail, 

Armed or unarmed, alike or friend or foe, 

My thousand arts despised, and droop my pennons low ! 

LXVII. 

Now what new art, what charm shall I essay ; 

In what new form can I myself present ? 

Wretch that I am, there is no hope! my day 
Of rule is o'es*, and all ipy forces spent ! ' 

My knights, where ar^iitjicy ? 'tis too evident 
All power, all arms are weak to his ; in vain 
The spear is levelled, and tho crossbow bent 
Thus she repined ; for now throughout the plain 
She saw her champioiA piorc^, beat down, dispersed, or slain. 

Lxvni. 

Alone, she felt* defenceless, stood in fe& 

To bo enthralled or slain; nor can the aid 
Of Dian or Minerva's arm5-»-the spear 
Or formichiblo bow, her heart persuade ; 

But as theiielicate white swan, dismayed, 

O’er which the eagTo with fierce pounce impends, 

Crouches to earth, and her broad wings displayed 
Folds in mute terror, — to the storm she bends ; 

Just such fier motions scorn, just such wild looks she scuds. 

LXIX. 

But brave Princtk AJtemgre, whose might till now 
Had held in chock Gildippe, had uphmd 
The Persian flag when it began to bow, 

And by his single arm the Franks impelled, 

When in distress his Guddess he beheld. 

Bushed, or flew rather from tho near attack 
To .\er; though honour at the step rebelled, 

Him lather honour nor his host kept back ; 

Ho she but rescued he, the world may go to wmdk ! 
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LXX. 

Bound her ill-guarded car he planted At^ieai^ 

And hewed an area with his falchion bright ; 

But meanwhile Godfrey and Binaldo fierce 
With drofidful slaughter put his troops to flight ; 

The hapless chief beheld their desperate plight. 

And bore himself far better at the ken 
As a fond lover than a warrior knight ; 

He placed in safety the fair Queen, and then ' 

Returned untimely back to aid his vanquished mcUi 

LXXI. 

It was too late ! those troops, like hunted deer, 

Were gone beyond recal ; no hope remained : 

Bift on the left, the Christians with like fear 
Fled from th^ Itifidcls, whose swords they stained ; 

One princely Robert scarce the ranks l egained, 

Wounded severely in the breast and face ; 

And one by grim Adrastus was constrained 
To yield his sword ; an almost equal pjice 
Both warring hosts thus kept in* glory ajid disgrace^ 

LXXII. 

A moment Godfrey takes to reunite 
His straggling files, and then without delay 
Benows the charge ; and thus in stubborn light 
Wings shock with wings in terrible array, 

Victor with victor ; from their late assay 
Tinged comes each soldier to the strife, in sheen 
Of spoils from foes torn vauntingly awvay ; 

Victory and honour from all parts convene ; 

And Mars and dubious Fate unsmiling stand bet 'i\ec& 

LXXIU. 

Whilst thus in furious rivalry of power 
The Franks and Fagans stubbornly #n^ge, 

The flery Soldan mounts the lofty tower, 

And secs, though far^ remote, the war they nage ; 

As on a theatre's illumined stage, 

The sad sliarp tragedy of human state 
He sees, — their hot assaults of grief and rage. 

The savage stabs of gladiatorial hate, 

And all the thousand turns and accidents of fate. 
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. LXXIV. 

Awhile astonish^ and amazed he stood, 

At the first view ; but soon, a sharp desire 
To ply his sabre in that field of blood 
And lugh achievement, set his soul on fire ; 

No dull delay can his revengeful ire 
Indulge ; already armed in panoply 
Of proof, he snatched the helmet from his squire ; 

And, “ UiT, pine here no longer !" was his cry ; 

This hour it fits us all to conquer or to die !" 

LXXY. 

Whether it were that providence divine 
This furious spirit breathed in him, to close 
That day in one bold stroke for Palestine, 

His last lorn glories and her own long woes ;% 

Or that, as Death drew n^r, the impulse rose. 

In pure despite of his declining star, 

Boldly to brave him midst a host of foes, 

Uapid as rash^ he bade the gates unbar, 

And in his awful hand boro out uiilooked-for war. 

' * LXXVI. 

He waits not, ho^ to notice if his knights* 

Obey the call, but rushes out alone ; 

Singly a thousand foes he dares; and slights 
Their thou^nd swords, impassive in his own ; 

But by his spirit and audacious tone 
Inspired, th^rest lika bacchanals pursue, 

And Aladine himself, who on his throne 

Was timorous, mean, and base, now recldess grew, 

And, less from hope than rage, outrushed, loud shouting too. 

LXXVII. 

Upon the first he met the’ atrocious Turk 

His dreadful strokes dischsrgcd with such disdain, 

And sped so swiftly in his murderous work, 

That dead they fall, ere you perceive Jihem slain; 

Quick from the foremost to the last in train-«- 

Yoice after voice — ^the panic of affright 

Speeds with the’ alarming news, despatched in vain ; 

Bo that the native Christians on the right, 

By the loud tumult scared, at once disperse in flight 

2P 
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LXXVIll. 

But with far less discomfit and dismay 
The Gascon chivalry maintain their ground^ 

Although at unawares their mailed array 
Was charged, as nearest for the falchion found; 

Never did savage vulture, heaven’s wing’d hound. 

Nor Alpine wolf, the wood s ferocious lord, 

With tooth or talon so acutely wound 
Wild-fowl or Hock, as the mad Soldan's sword. 

Strained in his angry grasp, the Eed-cross champions gored. 

LXXIX. 

Hungry and ravenous, like a living thing, 

It seemed to orasli their limbs and drink their blood; 

With him the Pagans and their lioary king 

Struck do.’vn ihkI slaughtered, in their desperate mood, 

The still-confiiscd besiegers; but the good 
Count llayinond rushed to wherb the Soldan slew 
His faitliful knights : h6 fled not, but withstood, 

Though \Y<'11 again the red right-hand he knew, 

Whoso pow er his anguislitkl frame had still such cause to rue. 

LXXX. 

Again he fronts him, smites him, falls pgain, 

Struck as >>efore above bis closed vontayle ; 

•• The boisterous ehavge if he could ill sustain, 

His old age only bear the blame, too frail 
To bide such shocks ; this time too, o’er his pale 
Mute form a lumdrcil spears and sabres plify, 

All eager these to guard as those to’ assail ; 

But the grim Soldan still holds on his way, 

Deeming the warrior dead, or else an easy preyia 

LXXXI. 

Upon the rest he falls, dismembers, maims, 

Acts utter wonders on tliat tSurro^ A&ge, 

Then seeks, by lust allured to loftier aims, 

A now arena for Ws boundless rage. 

As one invited by some gentle p^go 
To a brave baiK^uet, from his thrifty board 
Hies with delight his hunger to assuage ; 

8o to a field with ampler victims stored, 

Speeds on nobler food to flesh bis ravenous svfordL 
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LXXXXI. 

Down through the lArnttered ramparts he descends 
And with all speed to the grand battle goes, 

Leaving disdain and fury with his friends, 

And doubt and fear amid his scattered foes ; 

These a dire struggle still maintain, and those 
Wax bold, the’ unfinished victory to complete; 

These yet resist, but tlioir resistance shews 
Fur fewer signs of triumph than defeat, 

And now they quite give way in undisguised retreat. 

LXXXIII. 

The Gascons slowly face to face give ground, 

But the faint Syrians headlong haste, away; 

Meanwhile the shout of triuinpli, tlie know^n sound 
Of arms, and clamour of the wild affray, ^ 

Beached the nrfar spot where wounded Tancred lay; 

Weak as he was, be rose from bod, went out 

Upon the roof, and siiw^ with sofe dismay 

The good Count "fcllod, and all his spearmen stout, 

Some in forlorn ret:reat,^nd some hi utter rout. 

- • liXXXlV. 

Courage, which pover fails tiie brave, although 
The body droops, droops not, but like a charm, 

In lieu of blood and spirits strengthens so 
His limbs, that inly fortifuni 11*0111 liarin, 
lie biiuls the ample shield upon his am, 

Nor deems tJle burdep grievous ; grasps his blade, — 

His blade unsheathed upon the first alarm, 

And thus with- weapons instantly arrayed, 

, (All that a b|;ave man needs), no longer there ho stayed. 

LXXXV. 

But issuing, loudly to the troops he calls, 

" Wliat ! do you apd l«ive your lord a prey 
To these barbarians ? shall their piosques and balls . 

His anns as trophies of your guilt display ? 

Go then, return to Gascony, and say, 
f Say to his son, that froui the glorious game 
Where his loved father died, you ran away ! " 

This said, his weak and naked breast became 
To ihousao^ vigorous knights their shelter, and their shame; 

2 Fd 
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LXXXVI. 

And with his ponderous shield which' seven biill«hidci 
Composed, a rough material, underlined 
With strong impassive plates of steel besides, 

By the pure alchemy of fire refined, 

From swords, and shafts, and arms of every kind. 

That like a drizzly shower around him played, 

He guarded the good Raymond, and consigned 
To death such numbers with his brandished blade, 
Tliat safe the warrior lay as in a silent shade. 

LXXXVII. 

The brave old Earl, protected thus, respires, 

A wakes, and rises in a little space ; 

Whilst a deep feeling of the insult fires 
His heart Hth anger, and with shame his face ; 

He darts his quick bright eyes’ in every place, 

On every side, to spy the man* whose might 
Had on his crest inilicted such disgrace ; 

But not perceiving him, he turns ^vith Spite 
Upon his following troops, the outrage to requite. 

LXXXVIII. 

Back to revenge alike their Chief’s attaint 
The fiying Gascons the next instant pour ; 

’ And now tlie late so daring crew tiixus faint, 

And boldness reigns where all was fear before ; 

Ho yields who smote, he slays who late forbore 
To smite; he flies, who lately led the chase; 

Well now did Raymond act the matador, 

And with a right good earnestness efface; 

By full twice fifty deaths, his own most brief disgrace. 
LXXXIX. 

Whilst striving thus to clear his shamed renown 
Upon the most distinguished crests, he spies 
Amidst his fighting chivalry, the crown 
Of all their strength, and at the Tyrant flies; 

On his helmed head his battle-aj^o he plies 
With a strong arm ; nor from his strokes refrained, 
Till with a horrid symphony of sighs 
And angry groans the monarch fell, constrained, 

And, dying, bit the ground o’er which he late^ reigned. 
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Their Chiefs thus, absent one, and one destroyedi 
Divided fates the sad survivors sway; 

Some to distraction by despair annoyed. 

Like maddening lions, or wild bulls at bay, 

A moment fight, then throw their lives away 
On the sword’s point ; whilst some bewildered run 
Back to the tower ; but with their fiying prey 
The victors *enter too, opposed by none, 

And raise their loud huzzas, — the last strong tower is won 

xci. 

Won is the tower, and on the lofty stairs, 

Or in the very gates the Moslem fall ; 

But Baymond in liis grasp ascending bears 
The Red-cross 4o>g sind plants it .on the wall < 

In sight of either host, a sign to all 
Of victory, billowing to fne’ charmed wind ; 

But this glad token of the country’s thrall 
The Soldan marked not, — ^liis tcmi)estuous mind 
Had left the'jissaultcd tower and tumult far behinu. 

' XCII. 

Ho treads the moist vermilion field, whicli’grows 
With blood and cariiago momently more red ; 

So that it seems the Court whfre Death bestows 
llis bannered, spoils, and stalks with haughty tread, 
Numbering his victims ; as he turns his head, 

He sees a wamorse which without its knight 
From the thick press with dangling bri<yc fled ; 

On this he lays his ardent hand, leaps light 
Into the vacant seat, and spurs it to the fight. 

XCIll. 

Glorious and potent is the aid, but short, 

Which to the faint, sa(^ Saracen he gives ; 

A bright, brief thunderbolt — that^ swift as thought, * 
Unlooked-for flashes as the cloud it clnavcs, 

But of its momentary tcansit leaves 
Eternal furrows ploughed in marble stone; 

Twice fifty warriors he of life bereaves, 

But tw'o in Memory’s picturing glass alone 
Has Time’s Wmiring hand to weeping Pity shewn* 
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XCIV. \ 

0 Edward ! 0 Gildippe I your harsh fate 
And noble prowess (if my Tuscan rhymes 
May be so happy), will 1 consecrate 
I'o tho fond praises of all hands and climes ; 

That so tho world, wiili all its storied crimes, 

Your faith, your love, your virtue may revere, 

And cite as models for the best of times ; ^ 

And that some eyes, to love and feeling dear, 

May grace, in solemn verse, your story with a tear. 

xcv. 

The generous Lady, nobly barbed and mailed, 

Rushed where such tlirongs beneath his sabre died , 

And with two miglity blows the Turk assailed, 

(Jne clove Iiis buckler, and one ploughed his side ; 

The ruffian knew her by her vests, and cried ; 

“ Lo, the white harlot ! now by blest Mahound, 

It had for thee been better to have plied 
The needle still in England, unrenowned^ 

Than thus with sword and slave to flSunt on foreign ground !" 

xevi. 

He said ; and, i'illed with all a demon’s iro, 

At tho brave dame a sweeping blow addressed, 

’Which struck — how could it dare ? — her bright attire, 
Shattered her mail, and pierced the beauteous breast 
Which love meant only for a tenderer guest^ 

She drops tlie reins, and, fainting iVith the weight 
Of pain, seems sinking to her last long rest ; 

Poor Edward sees, and if he comes too late 
For her defence, alas, 'tis not his fault, but fate !* 

XCVII. 

What should he do ? within his breast at strife 
Were rage and pity, with distfacti'hg smart 
Urging inm, this to aid<*his drooping wife, 

And that to stab tke murderer to the heart ; 

Whilst Love, lamenting Love, with both took part, 

Nor would that this or that should plead in vain ; 

Love taught him modes beyond the reach of art, — 

With his left hand would he his dear sustain, 
kni. with the light discharge hb vengeance and disdain. 
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But power was wanting to his will ; too wQAk, 

Alas, were they, against so strong a foe! 

He neither his fair love could aid^ nor wreak 
On the fell homicide the wrath which woe 
Brought to his heart ; ere he could strike a blow, 

His guardian arm the savage InMcl 
Smote off, and, forced thus harshly to forego 
His/ond embrace, with her he drooped, he fell, 

. Vnd falling pressed the form he loved through life so welL 

xcix. 

As the tall elm to whose sustaining stem 
With all her tendrils clings the bridal vine, 

If storms uproot or axe to death condemn, 

Drags with itself to ground l\i% darling bine-%- 
Bhattering himself the gplands that enshrine 
His mossy boughs, and crushing as he lies 
Her pleasant grapes to over-early wine, 

He seems to mourn his own sac^ sacrifice 
Less than t]ie faithful [dant’s tfiat round his ruins dies. 

Cm 

So falls the knight ; and grieves for lier*alone 
Whom Heaven ordains to be for ever his ; 

Fain would they speak, if only to bemoan 
Each other^ pangs, but deaAi denies them this ; 

They commune but with sighs, yet still 't is bliss 
To view eacli other ms in times gone by ; 

Long as they can Ihcy gaze, embrace, j|.nd kiss ; 

At once their pulses cease, at once they die, 

And hand in hand to God their pious spirits fly. 

ci. 

Fame, spreading ouick her pinions' for tlie flight, 

Tells with her thousAid tongues the tale to ^ ; 

Not from vague rumour only, byt a knight 
Of special trust, Binaldo learns theicjall ; 

At once love, pity, grief, and duty call 
On his resentment for revenge, he flies 
To his proud foe ; but here, to wbet bis gall, 

The grim Adrastus crosses him, and cries, 

Whilst with his brandished blade the hero he 
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CII. ^ 

Ho ! by sure tokens thou the man must.be 
For whose presented sword I burn and pine ; 

All day by title have I called on thee, 

And looked mid thousand shields in vain for thine ; 

Now will 1 pay my vows, now at the shrine 
Of the sweet saint for whose regards I die, 

OtTor thy heart up ; come ! for Palestine, 

Our valour, yea, our fury let us try ; * \ 

Thou art Armida’s foe, her sworn avenger 1 ! " 

cm. 

This said, with two tremendous blows he signed 
Ills throat and temples gemmed with gold aumaile ; 

The helmet he clove not (too well refined), 

Jlut to the pommel made the hero veil 

His plumes ; ah then, nor steel npr snaky scale 

Helps the huge king ; Kinaldo wounds him so, 

He needs no further leech ; wail, Indra, \yail 
For thy gigantic son ! a sjingle blow 
Stills his insulting tongue, and lays hi^proud’hope^^ low. 

CIV. 

With horror, awd, amazement, and alFrighf, 

(>old waxed the hearts of the surrounding crew ; 

I5 en Solynian, who saw the vondrous sight, 

Changed in his cheer, and inly trembled too : • 

And pale his ruby cheek, and nerveless grew ^ 

His arm, whilst, prescient of his comitig doom, 

He knows not what to think or what to do, 

A thing in liim unusual ; but for whom 
Do the stern Fates reverse the issues of their loonr? 

cv. 

As when in his brief sleep distressful dreams 
AfHict the sick man or the madmaiiV brain, 

Ho strives all eagerly to move, and seems 
With more than giant force his limbs to strain. 

Whilst not a muscle aids his will ; ki vain 
Are all the mighty eilbrts he can use ; 

Still as the dead his hands and feet remain ; 

Ho would shout out or scream at what he views ; 

But not a sliout, or scream, or syllable ensues. ' 
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* cvx* 

So would the Soldan rush the knight to meet. 

And musters all his forces for the fight, 

But feels not in himself hLs wonted heat, 

Scarce knows himself in his diminished might ; 

What sparks of ardour his desires excite, 

A secret terror chills : yet still desire, 

Pride, love of glory, anguish, and despite, 

Ajid busy memory in his heart conspire, 

So that he neither thinks to fly nor to retire. 

qvn. 

Whilst unresolved he stands, the knight arrives, 

It seems to him with an Immortal’s pace, 

And with a wrath, a grandeur, that deprives 
All mortal wrath and grandcifr of their grale ; 

Small while he fights;, yet, dying, no disgrace 
Stains his long glory; to thejast his eye 
Glows with thg memory of his state and race ; 

He shunned no strokes, he heaved no groan or sigh, 
Nor did a«singr<l thin^ but what w'as great and high. 

CVIII. 

Wlion now thd Turk, who in that long*crusadc 

Oft like Antscus foil, to rise again 

Each time more fierce and iitrong, at length had played 

His final part, and slumbered with the slain ; 

Fortune, ^lo fluctuates like the’ unstable main, 
Hearing the rumoifr, durst no longer hold 
The victory in suspense, but o’er thcif)]ain 
Stayed her swift wheel, lier errant course controlled, 
And undcr^Godfrey’s flag her influences enrolled. 

CIX. 

Soon with the rest the kingly squadron flies. 

The nerve and flow^ of all the East, whose name 
Was once the’ Immortal ! mortal now, it lies 
Cored with a slaughter fatal to its fame ; 

But Emireno, seized «with generous shame, 

Cuts short the standard-bearer's flight, and loud 
With indignation sharply makes exclaim : 

Art thou not he whom from a countless crowd 
1 chose to bear the flag that ne’er in battle bowed t 
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OX. ^ 

“ Stop 1 't was not jjiven thoo thus to bear. away 
From Saracen and Frank, from sword and spear ; 
Ganst thou then, craven, see thy chief a prey 
To the stem foe, and leave him lonely here 7 
Wh^t seek'st thou ? safety 7 change thy mad career, 
Tlie road thou takest leads to death ! be true 
To the borne Crescent, and renounce thy fear ; 

He fights who wialies hero to live ; come, woo * ^ 

Honour with me, thy prince ; her path is safety's too ! ** 

CXI, 

Blushing the knight obeyed ; with far more stern 
Ai\d sharp rebukes the other he addressed ; 
Theso^threats, those blows, that terror makes to turn, 
The chiefs slAirp sabre glitliering at his breagt ; 

And rallying thus his bravest and Jiis best. 

Fresh wings ho forms, and„as the trumpets sound, 
Still with fair hopes ; his heart above the rest 
Bold Tisaphornos cheers, who, though hemmed round. 
Fights like a lion yet, nor yields *an inch of grOumJ.^ 

cxii. 


Wonders that dajf good Tisaphernes wrought — 

The Normans in his wrath he overthrow ; 

Scourged the stout FlemingSj^ and, as still he fought, 
Young Qernier, Gerard, and Do Bosel slew ; , 

And when by deeds of so divine a hue 
lie to tlie measure of eterrial fame * 

His brief existence had prolonged, ho flew 
At the subliniost risk of ail the game. 

Like one to whose concern life laid no further claun, 

CXIII. 

He spied Blnaldo, and though now his shield 
Had changed its tincture to a^ tricol64, * 

Though the pearl eagle ii* its sapphire field 
With ruby beak andi>wiiigs was seen to soar, 

Known was the proud emblazonry it bore ; 

“ And lo !” ho cried, the dragon of the fight ! 

Heaven nerve my arm lo do the deed I swore ; 

Let but my blade Arinida’s wrongs requite ; 

Thine, good Mahmoud, shall to the trophies of the knlgiit 1” 
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OXIV, 

Thus prayed the Persian, but his prayers were vain. 
Mahmoud heard not upon his couch of fire ; 

But as a lion, bristling up his mane^ 

With lashing tail provokes his native ire, 

So on the whetstone of his wild desire 
His scorn he sharpens, whets his eager zeal. 

And, mustering all his strength up for the dire 
A^ult, coil’d safe behind his sliield, his steel 
He mts — and bounds the barb beneath his angry heeU 

cxv. 

Blnaldo saw him with his sabre raised, 

And rushed to meet him in as swift career ; 

Far fell the near assailants back, and gazed 
On the sterut scene, with minted awe and ikar. 

. Such was the might anjl fame of cither peer, 

Such strokes resounded when^their weapons orossed, 
That each his qwn strong cause for grtef or cheer, 

And the whole host of passiom that engrossed 
His soul— git onbe for^t, in lireathless wonder lost. 

cxvi. 

I That struck alOne ; this struck, and wohnded, blest 
With greater strength and arms more sure and sound ; 
With cloven shield, ]nerec»d Jiehn, and shattered crest, * 
The Persian's noble blood distains the ground : 

The fair Enchantress secs her champion’s wound, 

Sees his pierced arfiiuur, his half-hulmless head, 

And, worse, his failing prowess ; gazing round, 

She finds the rest disheartened, slain, or fled, 

And her otrn safety hang on fortune’s slenderest thread* 

CXVII. 

Late girt by thou^sand warriors in the strife^ 

She now stands lonfty in her rubied wain ; 

Desperate of victory as revenge^ her life 
She holds in hate, she dreads the vietor’s chain, 

And straight, ’twixt terror, fury^ and disdain, 

Her chariot quitting on a palfrey neai* 

Springs, and takes instant flight, — ^hor only train 
Scorn and unconquered love, that in her rear 
Hang liko two eager hounds behind a hunted deer* 
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CXTlll. 

So in shaip battle fled alone of yore 
Scared Cleopatra, leaving to the blade 
Of fortunate Augustus, midst the roar 
Of waves and weapons, her fond knight betrayed : 

And^e’on as he, by tenderness o’erswayed, 

False to himself and to the world he wooed, 

Followed her solitary sails displayed, 

So the fond Persian would have fliin pursued 
His pearl of beauty too, but this the foe vdthstood. 

CXIX. 

To the sad Pagan, when his love was lost, 

Day seemed to darken and the sunshine fled. 

Alia to the knight who thus his wdslies crossed, 

He turned enaagod, and smite his helmed hojid ; 

More lightly falls to fabricate the red 
And writlien thunderbolts, jt Jove's behest, 

Bronte’s vast hammer ; well the weapon sped, — 

Its ponderous stroke alightiirig on his crest, 

Made the knight’s head bow dowii beni^ly to his breast. 

cxx. 

But soon recovering, in his scat erect 
Blnaldo rose, and with his whirling sword 
Chive the fine hauberk, 'twixt.the ribs direct 
Plunged the sharp steel, which in its wrath explored 
So deep a passage to the heart it gored, 

Tliat far beyond life's citadel it went ; ' 

Entering the breast, „tlie Pagan’s back it bored, — 

The steel dravrn forth, supplied a double vent, 

Through which the noble soul took straight its wing’d ascent 

CXXl, 

The conqueror paused to contemplate w^here next 
He should las falcliion ply, where renfler'aid, — 

His foed in all their movementn were perplexed, 

Their colours struck/ and scarr,e a spear displayed : 

Here then his terrible cai'cer lie stayed, 

Curbed in his courser, to the sheath resigned 
His sword, his martial ecstacy allayed, 

And, calming every passion, called to mind 
Armida’s helplew plight and dest inics unkind* 
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^ n oxxn. 

Her flight he well observed ; mild pity now 
Called for his courtesy and gracious dieer, 

And the remembrance of his parting vow 
To stand her firm and faithful chevalier, 

Game o*er his mind, with feelings sweet and dear ; 

So tliat he followed where the dinted ground 
Betrayed her goaded palfrey’s swift career : 

S^ the meanwhile a dreary glen had found, 

Fit place for secret deaths, with cypress compaased round. 

CXXIII. 

Well pleased she was at heart, that chance should guide 
Her wandering steps to so retired a place; 

Hero she alighted then, and cast aside 
Her bow,^cr arrows, and th|ir golden cas^; 

There lie,” she murmbred, “ in your deep disgrace, 
Unhappy arms! that' from the war return 
With scarce a spot your mistress to a§grace; 

There buried lie, tlicre rusl^amidst the fern, 

Since to^avengebmy wrongs* you’ve shewn such small concern! 

exxiv. 

Ah ! midst so many weapons could not one 
At least return witli hostile crimson blest f 
If other hearts to you seepi marble, shun, 

Spare iio( your points to pierce a woman’s breast ; 

In this mine own, stript naked for the test, 

Achieve ySur triumphs, and your fame restore ; 

Tender it is, Heaven knows, to wounds impressed 
By Love’s sharp arrows, Love — ^who evermore 
Strikes wheresoe’er he aims, and hurts the sufferer sore, 

exxv. 

“ Shew yourselves sharp on me and strong ; {your past 
Degeneracy I pardon ;) 0 pqpr heart ! 

Into what straights of fortune ^irt thou cast, 

When these alone can peace to the^ impart; • 

But since no other splace to my smart 
llemains, none other passport to repose, 

Go to ! the wounds of this consenting dart 
Shall cure the wounds of love, — a few brief throes 
And delth shall bring the balm that s&tbes all eartUy woes 
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CXXVl. ^ 

Blest, if in dying I boar not with me ' 

This my long plague to poster Hell’s foul host; 

Hence, Love ! come only, dear Disdain, and be 
The’ eternal partner of my injured ghost I 
Or, rising with it from the Stygian coast, 

To tlie false wretch that did me such despite^ 

In such a whirlwind of resentment post. 

With such grim shapes, tliat all his dreams by night 
May be one ceaseless round of agonised affright !” 

CXXVII. 

She ceased ; and, fixt in her intention, drew 
The best and sharpest arrow from her case ; 
llihaldo reached the wood, and caught a view 
Of her mad gesture and disordered pace ; 

Saw her last act, and with how wild a grace 
^^Shc to the fatal stroke her soul addressed ; 

Already death’s p;^le hue o'lcrspread her face, 

When, just in time her purp^^se to arrest, 

The knight stept in behind, and saved her beauteous breaaU 
CXXVIII. 

Armida turned ; nnd saw, to her surprise. 

The knight, fur \nipcrceived was his advance ; 

Shrieking, she snatched away^hcr angry eyes 
From his loved face, and sunk in Passion’s trance ; 

She swooned, she sank, like a sweet flower by chance 
Snapt half in two, that, with its bells abased,^ 

Droops on its stem ; he with distracted glance 
« Upheld her, falling, round her charming waist 
Threw his sustainiug arm, her clasping zone uiibraped; 

cxxix. 

And o’er lier snowy breast and ff’ liprived 
Of life's warm hues, fond tears of pity fted ; — 

As by* the summer morning’s dew revived, 

The fading rose resumes its native red. 

So she, recovering, raised her drooping head 
And cheek, revived by t|iis celestial rain ; 

Thrice her unofosing eyes sought his, thrice fled 
The bitter-sweet enchantment, nor again 
Would AA look up, bit blushed ’twixt wrath and war^u disdain ; 
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cxxx. 

And with her knguid hand wauld have repelled - 
The nervous arm by which she waa sustained; 

Oft she essayed, hut he the faster held> 

The more she strove, the more she was enchained ; 
Yielding herself at length, like one constrained, 

To that dear bond, for still perchance 't waa dear, 

Despite the scorn she shewed, the hate she feigned, 
Sh^sigliing thus broke forth, whilst tear on tear 
Oushfd iVoin the downcast eyes she did not, would not rear. 

CXXXI. ' 

0 ! ever, parting and returning, ever 
Gruel alike ! what dark devices guide 
Thy movements now? 'tis strange thou shouldat endeaVour 
To save th^ life whoso stringsathou dost divUe ; 

Thou seek to save me ! to what scorn besid^ 

Ain I reserved ? whaffhndes of misery ^ 

Am I 'to suiter next? no! no? thy 
And traitorous [lurpose woll^re know; but I 
Am weak indeed, if eW I want the power to die. 

* CXXXII. 

‘‘ Thy honours#truly must be incomplete, 

If unsaluted ; there imist bo displayed, 

Chained to thy car, or supgliant at thy feet, 

A dame, now seized by force, as first betrayed ! 

This bo thy noblest boast : time was, I ])rayed 
To thee foi^peaee and life, now sweet would fate 
Prove to my grief, — ^but ne'er, false rj^iiegado, 

1 Kneel I to thee for it ! there's not a state 
^^Hiicli, if i4 were thy gift, 1 should not hold in hate ! 

\ CXXXIII. 

Of myself, traitor ! hope I to unloose, 

Some way or otlfer,* tin's most j\Tetchcd frame 
Fi'om thy fierce tyranny; and i| the noose, 

Dagger, and drug, and precipice, an(^ame • 

Fail thy chained slavg, by means as swe^my aim, 

Thank Heaven, I yet can compass, and defeat 
No less thy malice than thy guile ; forshame ! 

Cease thy base flatteries ; cease thy false deceit ; 

How yet lie strives with hopc 'iny sorrowing soul to oheatl*' 
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CXXEIT. 

Thus ohc Imeuts ; wi with the flood's of lean 
Which love and scorn distil from her fair' eyes, 

A sympathising part his sorrow bears. 

Where some chaste sparks of love and pity rise: 

Ami with a voice sweet as the west wind’s sighs. 

He" to her troubled heart speaks peace ; ** 1 crave 
Thy grace, Armida ! calm thyself,” he cries ; 

** Not to be scorned, but crowned, thy life I savtf ; . 

No foe, but still, yes still, thy champion, yea, thy slave! 

cxxxv. 

** Mark in my eyes, if you my words alone 
Distrust, the fei*vour of my soul : I swear 
Agqjn to seat thee on thy father’s throne, 

And make thy comfort m^ peculiar care; ^ 

And 0, w^uld Heaven, ai»pici(Ais to my prayer, 

Chase fre^m thy mind with its cehfstial flame 
Those mists of\:^^an darkness which impair 
Its inward grace and beauty, not a dame 
In tlie whole East should match thy glory, power, and fame!” 
cxxxvi. 

Thus does he soothe, thus sue to her ; and so 
Tempers his suit with tears, his tears with sighs, 

That, like a virgin wreath of mountain snow 
When zephyr breathes or sunshine warms the skies, 

Her haughty scorn, that wore so stem a guise, 

And all her cherished auger melt away, ^ 

And milder wishes in their room arise : 

“ Behold,” she says, “ thy handmaid ; I obey: 

' Thy lips my future life, thy will my fortune sway I” 

CXXXVII. 

This while, the’ Egyptian Captain in the strife 
Sees his imperial standard fall jtb ffpSuM, 

Sees too stout Bimedon deprived of life, 

Despatcl^ by Godfrey in a single wound ; 

And all ms ^scomfited around, 

Dead, or in flight across the boundless plain ; 

He in his last sharp act will not be found 
Beoreant like them, but seeks (nor seeks in vain)! 
noble hand by which he may be nobly slain* ^ 





« 
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«x\\\ in. 

Spurring bis stt*ot.l, bu against GtwHVoy rodo, 

No 'wortbiiT iV )0 bo know I'oiild be doscri(‘d ; 

And M bort*soo*or lio pas-^od or came* to, sbewod 
Tlio last bravo tok(*ns ol‘ dosmiring ])rid|**.' • 
lJut on* lie ivacbL'd bis ibo, abliul lu* oriod ; 

“ Lo, (‘biofl I oonio to spend my linal boiir 
And bo])(‘s \\ilb tbo('; but yet it shall bo tried 
1 1’,| )vor|>oworod, 1 too oarinot o'orjxiwor, 

■tiid on my compKTor fall, as falls a tluinderod tower!" 

, cxwix. 

Tills said, they oaob at oai b indignant diisliod ; 

With lifted swords at oun3 ibey im.-et, they smite; 

Broken ilu‘ Miield, tlie \;nul)n|^co elefl, anil fjiislied * 

Is the let‘t«>bonbler of the (Mi#istian knight 

He, on bis disebarged \^^tll matebles.s •' ^jbt 

On llie left cbeelv a blow I bat •j»ros( r.i^y ' 

Tlnf I'aean ejiief ; and in be\vilden‘d ]>ngh( 

As to regain (be saddle beTvsayed, 
riiroiiglitlie abd-'Mien tbru‘'t, bis life-bbaxl bathed the* blade. 

oxn. 

PriiHM' Kiinii'eno tbn^ dead, but few 

Of all that eollntle^^ host: as lit ]miMied , 

'Mu* v<ln({ni^lu'^l, (M»dlV<*v *saw, .md **lioelved lil.-^ n'ln,. 

Ilov\- AlUnnou' on Too!, in blood embnied, 

\\h!' !.. ‘df a#‘\vonl, ainl ladfa lu'lm on, stixxl, 

Ibeast in .1 Imndred brl>illing >pears, that poured 
liotind ;h(' doonieil l*nmv, whose ])r(»Vess still they rued ; 
■(’ea^e. » ei'^e,’ he (lied, ‘‘.Sir Kiiiehisl and thou, brave h'rd, 
1 ieki, rt is l)uke(ioiirn‘\ sprak",) \iebl uj) lliy useless .-word','* 

< MJ. 

He, who had n^'\er*til) that hour abased 
To any act like tins fli.s lofty sfml, 

When now lie heard tlu‘ name ^#liieli heaven had gracetl 
With such renown from Nubia to Tli<?'|?^do, ^ 

Yielding ids 'o iiis, replied ; “ To tliy eontrol 
(^For thou tlos/Tv'sr the lurmagid, 1 my knee 
Submit; then midst thy orhor .spoils enrol 
Tlu^ name of Altarnurt*, who will bo 
Neithef in fame nor A\ealth a prize unworthy thee. # 

.* • 1 
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CXLII. 

“ The gold andVema of kingdoms shall niy kind 
And faithful lady'grant for my reloaso 
** Hravi*!! hiis^idowed me with a nobler mind,” 

Godfrey refilTcd, ** than t^desire inoroiuse 
Of earthly trCs^ure ; still retain in pi'ueo * 

All that IVoui ihd or Persia swells thy store, < 
liocharian mantle, and Tartarian fleo^^e ; 

I set no price on life : on Asia’s shore 
1 war in Europe’s rigid, not trade in Asi;in ore !” 

CXLIII. 

This saidj he gives him to his guards to feud, 

And Jiftcr those that fled, pniMies amain ; 

'Dicse to tlw rampirod i*ani]> their lives commend, 

Yet tlicncminall respite th thei!' fate ol>tain ;* 

, Soon is the trc^nch'is chhked with slain, 

From gay pav^|^p»>‘to pavilion gU le 
Streams of warm hlooil, witl?^ whose vormilfon stain 
Faeli sumptuous trophy of harkarift*in-ide— . 

Plumes, corslets, turbans, helms, and shields are dot‘|)ly dyed. 
• ^ CXLlV. • 

'riiiis comjueiv'd (*dlVey; and as yet there glowed 
A flush of glory in the ful^eLL West, 

^To the freed City, tlie one»j loved abode 
(3f Christ, the pious C’hiof and armies pressed : 

Armed as he >vaa, and in his .sanguiiw ve.^t, • 

With all hi-s knights in solemn cavalcade, 
lie reached the temple; there, suin-emely blest, 

, Hung up his arms, liia bannered spoils displayed. 

And at the sacred Tomu his vow'ed devotions paid.” 



L’ ENVOI. 


Fibi: thee well, soul of swcet^omancc ! ijireifeli, 
Uarp of the South ! tlio stirring of wh^ strings 
Has given, by power of their melodious Spell, 

Such pleasant speed to Time’s else weary wings, 
Tlili, raj't in spirit to the Delphic cell, 

Midht its green laurels and prophetic springs, 
tuneful labours of past years now seem 
A Urief indiilgcru'e — an oAchantod dream. 


My pride »t nf)on, my vwsioii the Jdght, k 
My hope at morn, niy.jo}' nt hj»iely evejMJi 
Now^ijit thrones (»f iKigicyhdeliglrL 
•—^^e o’er, dirl not' wtll Jifylroiip, am^Vievc^ 

To what nijw region ^dlTffe muse takp iliglit, 

WliJiit picliires fashion, what fresh uTImbers weavCt 
When fill that else had eharnicd, nui.st ngw a[»pcar 
Tame to tJie eye’, mid tuneless to thesiar? 


Mucli shall I miss thee, when in calm riiposo 
The Sunnner moon upon my eiisenient shines ; 

Much, when^tlie melancholy Aiitnii^i strows 

With leaves, my walk beneath the’ 4 ’erarchiug pintM ; 
Nor- less when Spring, ’twixt shower and sunsliine, throws 
Abroad the sv' t breath of her eglantines ; 

And Winter de^^^ms, with his stormy din, 

The quiet charm of the brighMiearth within. 

* * • f "• It 

If with no vulgar aim, no selfish sview^, 

1 sought to give thy foreign chordrfXsJongue,! 

Let not my hopes all pass like morning offw, 

AVhen on thy cypress bough again tJipu 'rt hung,* 

N V ^ 

* ‘^Tu die nc vai in I’indo, ^ 

Ivi pende inia celra nd un Gipreeao, 

Balutala in min noine, c dillc poi - 

Gli’ 10 9on dngiraniii 0 da foi'tuna opprest^.” ^ .1 

’’Rime oitTaaAh. 



‘ 600 


li ENVOI. 


* • 

But sometimes' whisper of mo to the few 
^ 1 love, the fo-nt, tlic faithful, and the young ; 

«And U^so wjis'y revcrenee the wrong’d soul tiiat planned 
Thy'wor?^ V/ound, with archangelic hand. 

" S 

* Hear how tlie Sfyigs, dear Ida, sound abroad 

The grief and glory of tliat matchless mind ! - 

Whid; ardour glows in each seraphic chord ; 

^riow deep a pathos Echo leaves behind^! 

•Yet was lie wretched whom all tongues applaud, — 

For peace he panted, for atlectioii pined : 

Be thou, ^^iLst thy mild eyes*AvRh pity swim, 
MorCf^dnd to i»\e tliaii Aura was to him ; — 

Ji‘ ' yi^\ 

Else shall 1 ].^ize tW iiidvls;* »lt praise, ^ 

' Which jay J^visn op 'a last so long ; , 

• *"^lse ihall eer i&.v'car^y^^days - 

Were 'given to feeiing, solitiwie^ aiid\song; 

But thee no light cs^^jricioiis fancy Avays, ' 

To doubt thy triitJ* would be»<the heavoiis to wiong; 
^Feace t'^ t>»y sjiirif vvltli the closing spell! • 

And thou, He^pcriaii farewell, farewell 1 • ' 

Tlhi;s went the verse : and thou art now to me, 

All that the cherished. Muses were of yore, 

'And, glassed in otlier cf/es than tliiLe. I sec 
Fair visions rise, but dimly traced befun*. 

This peaceful homo, this garden, where the bee 
• Hul ls of Hymettus, and these woods, have man? 

Of Stirling music than thoso old day-dreams 
Of airy fiime and praised Pi'erian streaqis. 

. 'vi: . • 

To him' who lives as Vfisilpm w'->uldj*cquire. 

As Duty, wooes, a*"! as the .virtues claim, 

Time, iftit robs itob J’oet of liis lyre, . 

Bestows a bliss beyond the wealth of fame, — 

• Fruits, that refresli the spirit, and inspire . 

" V Tlv/*immorti(l yearning, and that purer flame, 
^liS^^uicken iM^ch^ Wtil Uiey blend with heaven, 

,The ^rtal Poet Snd the Lyre were given. 

, V^fisTd,^. 

4tb IConth 16tb. 1830. 










